<ffifcEALOGy   COULECTIOInT 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2013 


http://archive.org/details/collectionsofnewv56newy 


THE  NEW-YORK  HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY 

THE  JOHN  WATTS  DePEYSTEB 
PUBLICATION  FUND 


LVI 


COMMITTEE  ON  PUBLICATIONS 


ALEXANDER  J.  WALL 

R.  HORACE  GALLATIN 

F.  ROBERT  SCHELL 


COLLECTIONS 


OF 


THE  NEW-YORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


FOR    THE    YEAR 


1923 


THE  JOHN  WATTS  DePEYSTER 
PUBLICATION  FUND  SERIES 


NEW  YORK: 
PRINTED   FOR  THE   SOCIETY 

MDCCCCXXm 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY,  1923 


PRESIDENT, 

JOHN  ABEEL  WEEKES. 

FIRST  VICE-PRESIDENT, 

WALTER  LISPENARD  SUYDAM 

SECOND  VICE-PRESIDENT, 

J.  ARCHIBALD  MURRAY* 

THIRD  VICE-PRESIDENT, 

ARTHUR  H.  MASTEN  * 

FOURTH   VICE-PRESIDENT, 

FRANCIS  ROBERT  SCHELL. 

FOREIGN  CORRESPONDING  SECRETARY, 

ARCHER  MILTON  HUNTINGTON. 

DOMESTIC   CORRESPONDING   SECRETARY, 

THOMAS  T.  SHERMAN* 

RECORDING   SECRETARY, 

STUYVESANT  FISH. 

TREASURER, 

R.  HORACE  GALLATIN. 

LIBRARIAN, 

ALEXANDER  J.  WALL. 

*  Elected  January  16,  1923,  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee to  fill  a  vacancy. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 


FIRST  CLASS — FOR  ONE  YEAR,  ENDING  1924. 

THOMAS  T.  SHERMAN,      HENRY  F.  DE  PUY, 
WILLIAM  DENNISTOUN  MURPHY. 

SECOND  CLASS — FOR  TWO  YEARS,  ENDING  1925. 

SAMUEL  V.  HOFFMAN,      FRANK  B.  PORTER, 
JAMES  B.  WILBUR. 

THIRD  CLASS — FOR  THREE  YEARS,  ENDING  1926. 

JAMES  BENEDICT,    RICHARD  HENRY  GREENE, 
ARCHER  M.  HUNTINGTON. 

FOURTH  CLASS — FOR  FOUR  YEARS,  ENDING  1927. 

B.  W.  B.  BROWN,      JOHN  E.  STILLWELL, 
FRANK  WIENER. 

SAMUEL  V.  HOFFMAN,  Chairman. 
ALEXANDER  J.  WALL,  Secretary. 


[The  President,  Vice-Presidents,  Recording  Secretary, 
Treasurer,  and  Librarian  are  members  of  the  Executive 
Committee.] 


THE  LETTERS  AND  PAPERS 

OF 

CADWALLADER  COLDEN 


VOLUME  VII 
1765-1775 


Question  of  Appeals,  Referred  to  the  Governor's  Council 

[January,  1765  ?] 

Whether  the  King  by  the  32d  Article  of  his  Instruc- 
tions to  his  Captain  General  hath  given  an  appeal  in  all 
Civil  Courses  from  the  Courts  of  Common  Law  to  his 
Governor  and  Council  and  whether  his  Majesty  has  by 
his  said  Instruction  constituted  his  Governor  and  Council 
a  Court  for  the  hearing  and  determining  of  such  appeals 

[Indorsed] 

The  Original  Question  proposed  by  the  Governor  in  Council  up  [on] 
the  32d  Instruction 


Cadwallader  Colden's  Opinion  on  Appeals 

The  Law  has  not  been  my  Study,  but  as,  in  my  present 
situation,  I  am  under  a  necessity  of  Judgeing  on  a  matter 
of  Law  of  great  importance,  I  have  thought  it  my  Duty  to 
inform  my  self,  in  the  best  manner  I  have  been  able,  that 
I  may  Judge  by  my  own  understanding,  not  by  faith  in 
others.  If  I  cannot  deliver  my  conceptions  without  a 
multiplicity  of  perplexed  Arguments  &  Verbose  harangs, 
you  will  have  just  reason  to  think,  that  my  Conceptions 
of  the  matter  are  not  clear:  for  a  Multiplicity  of  Words 
generally  arises  either  from  a  perplexed  imagination,  or 
from  a  view  to  perplex  others 

An  Error,  I  conceive,  runs  through  all  the  Arguments 
I  have  heard  on  this  subject,  in  not  distinguishing  between 
the  Laws  &  the  execution  of  them.  The  executory  judicial 
powers  are  certainly  in  the  Crown.  The  King  is  the 
Fountain  of  Justice.  The  Power  of  erecting  Courts  of 
Justice  consequently  is  in  the  Crown.  The  King  may 
give  them  such  modes  of  proceeding,  such  extent  of 
authority  &  Jurisdiction  as  he  thinks  most  proper  for 
obtaining  justice  in  the  countries  where  such  courts  are 
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erected,  suited  to  the  circumstances  of  the  Country:  and 
it  may  be  don  without  the  least  alteration  of  the  Law  by 
which  such  Courts  must  judge.  This  is  evident  in  our 
Colonies.  Every  Colony  has  different  Courts  &  Modes 
of  proceeding  from  those  in  the  other  Colonies,  and  all  of 
them  different  from  the  Courts  in  England,  yet  the  same 
common  Law  has  its  full  force  in  all  of  them. 

In  all  the  Colonies  appeals  to  the  King  lye.  This  is 
essential  to  the  Prerogative  of  the  Crown,  without  which 
the  dependence  of  the  Colonies  cannot  be  preserved.  The 
preserving  the  dependence  of  all  the  Dominions  of  the 
Crown  the  Parliament  of  Great  Brittain  evidently  had  in 
view  in  the  act  of  the  6th  of  George  the  first  for  the  better 
securing  the  Dependency  of  Ireland.  But  as  this  matter 
is  of  great  importance  I  shall  consider  it  more  distinctly. 

By  the  word  appeal  in  Law  is  meant  the  removing  the 
cause  from  an  inferior  to  a  Superior  Judicatory.  By  writ 
of  Error  the  cause  is  not  removed,  but  some  disputed 
points  in  Law  are  determined,  &  which  may  have  no  rela- 
tion to  the  Merits  of  the  Cause.  Appeals  to  the  King 
in  person  were  by  the  common  Law,  both  before  and  after 
the  Conquest,  &  are  confirmed  by  Magna  Charta.  Nulli 
vendemus,  nulli  negabimus  nee  deferemus  Justiciam  re- 
lates specially  to  appeals  in  which  the  King  was  the 
Judge:  for  to  sell  deny  or  delay  Justice  can  have  no  ref- 
erence to  any  person  other  than  a  Judge.  The  complaint 
was,  that  large  sums  of  money  were  demanded  for  Writs 
of  Appeal,  &  at  other  times  they  were  denied  or  delayed. 
To  remedy  these  complaints  this  clause  was  made  part  of 
the  Great  Charter.  Thereby  the  Subjects  right  to  Ap- 
peals is  confirmed,  not  taken  away. 

At  the  time  of  the  Great  Charter  all  the  Property 
of  the  Nation  was  determined  in  the  Hundred  Court 
County  or  Sheriff's  Court  &  Barons  Court  &  if  the  party 
could  not  have  justice  in  those  Courts,  he  might  appeal 
to  the  King  who  would  do  him  Justice.  To  do  Justice 
was  likewise  part  of  the  ancient  Coronation  oath 

From  the  nature  of  the  Courts  which  existed  by  com- 
mon Law,  it  is  evident,  that  the  Distinction,  now  in  use 
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between  Writs  of  Error  and  Appeals  could  not  then  exist, 
because  there  was  no  such  distinction  then  between  the 
Jury  and  the  Judges,  as  now  in  the  Courts  at  Westminster. 
By  common  Law  the  Jury  was  absolutely  Judge  of  both 
Law  &  Fact.  This  is  still  evident  in  the  Sheriff's  Court 
Coroners  Court  &  in  the  house  of  Peers.  Appeals  must 
extend  to  the  whole  Merits,  where  there  was  no  distinc- 
tion between  the  Verdict  of  the  Jury  &  the  Judgement  of 
the  Court,  as  it  is  evident  by  Common  Law  there  is  not 

Writs  of  Error,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  were  intro- 
duced into  the  Courts  at  Westminster  long  after  the  time 
of  the  Great  Charter.  Courts  are  known  to  assume  powers 
which  did  not  originally  belong  to  them.  Judge  Coke 
says  Boni  Judicis  est  ampliare  Jurisdictionem.  If  these 
assumed  Powers  are  found  beneficial,  they  become  con- 
firmed by  usage.  Such  are  Writs  of  Error;  but,  as  they 
are  not  by  common  Law,  they  are  confined  to  the  Courts 
where  such  usage  prevails.  For  this  reason  and  their  being 
usefull  they  were  extended  by  Acts  of  Parliam*  to  other 
Courts  &  places  where  such  usage  did  not  prevail.  The 
necessity  of  An  Act  of  Parliament  sufficiently  shews  that 
they  are  not  by  Common  Law. 

This  is  made  more  evident  by  what  I  think  is  uni- 
versally agreed  with  respect  to  the  Islands  of  Jersey  & 
Guernsey,  where  Judicial  Tryals  are  by  Jury.  That  in 
case  any  party  be  agrieved  by  any  sentence  or  Judgement 
there,  he  is  to  have  his  remedy  by  Appeal  to  the  King  in 
his  Privy  Council,  and  that  Judgement  are  not  to  be 
examined  by  Writ  of  Error.  The  reason  given  is,  that  tho 
those  Islands  are  parcel  of  the  Dominion  of  the  Crown  of 
England,  they  are  not  parcel  of  the  Realm  of  England. 
The  like  observation  is  made  with  respect  to  the  Isle  of 
Man. 

In  the  Charter  unto  William  Penn  of  Pensylvania 
the  following  Clause  is  inserted,  Saving  &  reserving  to 
us,  our  heirs  &  Successors,  the  receiving,  hearing  &  deter- 
ming  of  the  Appeal  or  Appeals  of  all  or  any  person  or 
persons,  of,  in  or  belonging  to  the  Territories  aforesaid, 
or  touching  any  Judgement  to  be  there  made  or  given. 
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By  the  Charter  of  the  Massachusets  Bay  the  King  has 
reserved  to  his  Subjects  there  the  Right  of  Appealing  to 
the  King  in  his  Privy  Council  from  the  Sentence  or  Judge- 
ment of  any  Court  or  Judicatory  in  that  Province. 

In  Connecticut,  as  I  am  informed,  Appeals  to  the 
King  are  not  reserved  by  their  Charter:  Never  the  less 
the  Subject  there,  on  his  Petition  to  the  King  obtains  the 
benefite  of  an  Appeal  by  the  Kings  Mandatory  writ, 
obedience  to  which  has  never  been  refused. 

I  am  well  assured,  that  Appeals  are  allowed  in  sev- 
eral other  Colonies,  &  I  have  never  heard  of  any  one  in- 
stance where  an  appeal  has  been  refused 

It  is  evident,  from  what  has  been  said,  that  no  writ 
of  Error  can  by  the  Common  Law  lye  in  the  Colonies 
because  they  are  no  Parcel  of  the  Realm  of  England.  No 
Act  of  Parliament  has  extended  Writs  of  Error  to  the 
Colonies.  The  King  has  not  given  Authority  to  the  Gov- 
erner  &  Council  of  this  Province  to  hear  &  determine  on 
Writs  of  Error  But  has  given  them  Authority  to  hear  & 
determine  on  appeals  their  authority  is  therefor  clearly 
confined  to  appeals  by  which  the  whole  cause  is  brought 
before  them  in  order  that,  if  need  be,  it  may  be  trans- 
mitted by  further  Appeal  to  the  King  in  his  Privy  Coun- 
cil. By  what  authority  is  the  Governor  and  Council  of 
New  York  appointed  Judges  in  Error.  I  can  see  none. 
If  neither  Error  nor  appeal  lye  the  Supreme  court  becomes 
uncontroulable 

What  has  been  said  I  think  sufficient ;  but  to  remove 
all  difficulties  I  can  on  this  head  I  shall  next  consider 
the  construction  which  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
have  put  on  the  Kings  Instruction.  For  their  purpose 
they  have  gon  back  to  proceeding  Instructions,  tho  I  think 
that  no  argument  from  thence  can  be  conclusive.  It  is 
said  that  the  Words  in  case  of  Error  being  added  in  the 
former  Instructions  after  the  Word  Appeal  the  sense  this 
last  word  must  be  restrained  to  shew  that  the  Design  of 
the  Instruction  is  to  confine  the  Governor  &  Council  to 
the  Rules  observed  on  Writs  of  Error.  But  in  Law  the 
Word  Appeal  has  a  certain  &  determined  Signification 
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The  Word  error  is  often  taken  Generally  to  signify  any 
mistake  &  it  cannot  be  confined  to  the  sense  in  which 
Error  is  used  in  a  Writ  of  Error,  since  no  writ  of  Error 
lyes  in  the  Colonies 

The  next  argument  is  from  the  following  words  in 
the  Instruction  to  issue  a  writ  in  the  manner  which  has 
been  usually  accustomed  The  meaning  must  certainly 
be  in  the  manner  usually  accustomed  on  appeals,  not  in 
the  manner  usually  accustomed  in  this  place,  as  is  pre- 
tended. For  when  the  first  Instruction  was  given  there 
could  be  no  accustomed  manner  in  this  place :  and  it  can- 
not at  any  time  be  intended,  if  the  accustomed  manner 
was  erroneous,  as  it  certainly  is,  if  it  be  by  Writ  of  Error; 
besides  the  usage  in  this  place  is  so  weak  &  of  so  short 
continuance  that  it  can  be  of  no  force. 

But  that  the  Word  Appeal  in  the  Instructions  is  taken 
in  its  proper  sense  is  evident  from  other  words  in  the  In- 
struction which  cannot  be  applied  to  a  Writ  of  Error  viz 
Apellant  &  Apellee,  terms  never  used  on  a  Writ  of  Error 
and  the  Word  Condemnation  which  indicates  a  new 
Judgement  on  the  Merits. 

The  next  Arguments  against  Appeals  are  from  Incon- 
veniences, tho'  they  be  not  material  yet  as  they  may  have 
more  weight  than  they  ought  to  have  they  deserve  a  dis- 
tinct Answer 

The  first  is  from  the  great  expence  appeals  must  occa- 
sion. To  this  may  be  answered  that  in  the  Colonies 
where  Appeals  are  in  use,  and  where  preparatory  to  an 
Appeal  the  evidence  of  Witnesses  is,  at  the  desire  of 
either  party,  taken  down  in  writing  in  the  Common  Law 
Court,  the  expence  is  not  near  so  great  as  in  common 
suits  in  this  Province.  This  expence  then  must  be  owing 
to  some  other  cause. 

It  is  again  objected  that  if  Appeals  be  allowed  the 
Governor  and  Council  &  afterwards  the  Privy  Council  in 
England  must  sit  every  day  in  the  year  to  hear  &  deter- 
mine them.  The  supreme  Court  in  this  Province,  at  most, 
sits  only  six  weeks  in  the  whole  year.  Suppose  an  ap- 
peal in  every  cause  (an  absurd  supposition)  the  trial  on 
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appeal  cannot  take  up  so  much  time  as  in  the  supreme 
Court:  for  the  fomalities  to  bring  the  cause  to  issue  are 
unnecessary  in  Judgeing  on  the  Merits. 

I  come  now  to  the  Principal  objection  &  which  has  the 
greatest  weight.  That  by  Judgement  on  Appeals  the 
great  privilege  of  tryal  by  Jury  is  taken  away.  The  great 
privilege  which  Englishmen  enjoy  above  all  other  Nations. 
On  this  head  several  things  deserve  consideration. 

1st  The  Characters  of  the  Persons  who  judge  on  Ap- 
peals. The  Gentlemen  of  the  Council  in  this  Province  & 
the  Privy  Council  in  England  where  on  hearing  of  Ap- 
peals The  Lord  High  Chancellor  The  Chief  Justices  of 
both  Benches  &  the  Lords  of  greatest  skill  &  knowlege 
on  the  Law  usually  attend  with  such  Judges  the  Verdict 
of  the  Jury  will  allwise  [always]  have  its  just  weight. 
Few  men  in  any  difficult  case  would  not  rather  trust  to 
such  Judges  than  to  the  usual  Juries  in  this  Country.  It 
is  evident  from  the  33d  Instruction  the  King  in  his  In- 
structions really  intended  the  benefite  of  his  People  not 
any  advantage  to  himself  for  by  that  Instruction  the 
King  gives  an  Appeal  in  case  of  excessive  fine  in  a  less 
sum  than  case  of  Property.  This  is  only  for  the  relief  of 
the  subject  &  this  relief  cannot  be  obtained  without  ex- 
amining into  the  merits  of  the  cause  by  Appeal 

I  believe  there  is  not  a  man  in  this  province,  conver- 
sant in  the  Courts  of  common  Law,  who  will  not  allow, 
that  many  iniquitous  or  false  Verdicts  have  been  given  in 
it,  &  thereby  great  injustice  don.  By  the  Law  of  England 
every  Wrong  has  its  remedy.  What  is  the  remedy  in  this 
case.  They  tell  us  the  Judge  will  give  a  new  tryal.  But 
this  remedy  depends  upon  the  will  &  pleasure  of  the 
Judge.  If  he  will  not  the  Subject  has  no  remedy.  The 
Laws  of  England  abhor  all  arbitrary  powers,  &  therefor 
the  King  has  given  his  Subjects  in  the  Colonies  a  Right 
to  Appeal  from  every  iniquitous  verdict  without  depend- 
ing on  the  good  will  or  pleasure  of  any  Judge.  If  no 
appeals  were  to  be  allowed  from  the  Supreme  court  of 
New  York,  the  Court  must  become  uncontroulable.  How- 
ever agreable  this  may  be  to  Judges  fond  of  Power,  it 
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must  become  terrible  to  the  People  under  their  Jurisdic- 
tion. 

Many  of  the  Counties  of  England,  tho  they  be  not  of 
so  great  extent  of  territory,  are  more  considerable  in 
numbers  of  people,  dignity  of  persons  &  value  of  Prop- 
erty than  this  Province  is ;  therefor  all  the  inconveniences 
may  happen  in  this  Province  which  did  in  the  Counties 
of  England  while  all  the  Property  in  those  Counties  were 
determined  by  Judges  of  the  same  County  I  shall  recite 
them  in  the  Words  of  Lord  Chief  Justice  Hales  viz 

"All  the  business  of  any  moment  was  carried  by  Fac- 
tions and  Parties;  For  the  Freeholders  being  generally 
"the  Judges,  and  conversing  one  among  another,  &  being 
"as  it  were  the  Chief  Judges,  not  only  of  the  Fact  but  of 
"the  Law;  every  man  that  had  a  suit  there,  sped  accord- 
ing as  he  could  make  parties,  &  men  of  great  Power  & 
"Interest  in  the  County  did  easily  overbear  others  in  their 
"own  Causes,  or  in  such  wherein  they  were  interested, 
"either  by  relation  of  kindred,  Tenure,  Service  Depend- 
ence or  Application. 

The  Remedy  against  these  evils  which  then  prevaild 
was  by  appeal  to  the  King 

I  shall  conclude  with  observing  that  in  all  well  regu- 
lated Courts  the  Pleaders  are  not  allowed  to  Declame  in 
order  to  move  the  affections  and  Passions  of  the  Judges  or 
Audience  and  if  a  Judge  shoud  attempt  such  methods  he 
would  be  thought  to  have  lost  all  sense  of  his  own 
Character. 

[Indorsed]  Memorandums  read  in  Council  by  the  Govr  a  copy  of 
which  was  sent  to  the  Council  by  there  desire,  with  a  Letter  dated  Jan*- 
3d,  1765.    Entered  in  the  6th  Book. 


From  Edward  Sedgwick 

St.  James's  Janry  10,  1765 
Sir, 

I  receiv'd  by  Mr  Simes  the  favour  of  your  Letter  con- 
cerning the  two  Petitions  relative  to  an  Escheat  in  the 
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City  of  New  York  and  another  in  Orange  County,  Copies 
of  which  Papers  you  transmitted,  I  presume  by  mistake, 
to  the  Earl  of  Halifax.  His  Majesty's  Instructions  direct 
that  all  Cases  of  that  sort  shall  be  transmitted  to  the 
Lords  of  the  Treasury  and  the  Board  of  Trade:  and  you 
will  have  seen  by  his  Lordship's  last  letter  that,  (it  being 
quite  irregular  for  him  to  take  His  Majesty's  Pleasure 
upon  a  Matter  of  that  sort),  he  had  transmitted  the 
Papers  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  to  whom  it  belongs  to  lay 
them  before  His  Majesty.  All  therefore  that  I  can  do,  in 
compliance  with  your  Request,  is  privately  to  recomend 
it  to  my  friend  Mr  Pownall  to  give  that  Business  what  dis- 
patch may  depend  on  him.  I  am  with  great  Truth  & 
Respect 
Sir 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 
Cadwallader  Colden  Esqr  EDwd  Sedgwick 


From  Sir  William  Johnson 

■pv        «.  Johnson  Hall  Janry  15th  1765 

This  Moment  am  favoured  with  yours  of  the  12th 
Cur1  by  Mr  Hansen,  and  am  much  Oblidged  to  you  for 
the  friendship  therein  expressed,  as  also  for  Submitting 
to  me  the  propriety  of  appointing  Mr  Hansen  and  as  you 
are  pleased  to  desire  I  would  give  my  opinion  freely.  I 
must  Say  that  I  look  upon  ye  Bearer  Mr  Hansen  as  wor- 
thy a  Person  &  as  well  qualified  for  the  Clerkship,  as  any 
Man  I  know  in  Albany,  &  should  be  glad  of  his  Appoint- 
ment to  that  office  if  agreable  to  You. 

As  for  the  Secretaryship  I  must  own  I  think  it  should 
be  a  separate  Commission  for  Several  reasons  which  in  my 
next  I  shall  mention,  until  then,  I  must  request  you  will 
postpone  ye  Appointment  and  believe  me  with  all  sin- 
cerity &  Respect  Dear  Sir 
Your  most  Sincere  Welwisher  &  verry  Humble  Servant 

The  Honr*ie  Lieu*  Gov'  Colden  Wm.  JOHNSON 
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From  Sir  William  Johnson 

Johnson  Hall  Janry  16th  1765 
Dear  Sir 

I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  three  letters  from  you, 
Viz1  one  of  the  6th  Ulto.  &  two  of  ye  12th  Ins1. 

That  relative  to  Mr  Hansen,  was  delivered  to  me  by 
him  last  Night,  and  as  he  immediately  Set  of  for  New 
York,  and  that  I  had  not  received  yr  other  letter,  I  ac- 
cordingly mentioned  him  as  you  will  See,  because  I 
thought  him  as  fitt  as  any  Person  at  Albany  for  I  am  of 
opinion  it  should  not  remain  in  the  hands  of  a  Man  of  the 
Law.  It  gives  me  concern  that  I  did  not  receive  yr  last  in 
time,  so  as  to  have  prevented  my  mentioning  Mr  Hansen, 
for  you  may  be  assured  that  I  sincerely  wish  Mr  De 
Lancey  &  Family  well,  and  would  gladly  do  any  thing  in 
my  power  to  Serve  him. 

About  Noon  this  Day  he  arrived  with  your  last  letter, 
in  answer  to  which  I  observe  (agreable  to  yr  own  Senti- 
ments) that  the  offices  of  Secretary  and  Clerk  should  by 
all  means  be  distinct,  the  former  haveing  for  many  years 
past  required  the  constant  attendance  of  a  Person  ex- 
perienced in  Indn  affairs  &  the  business  will  rather  en- 
crease  than  Diminish  for  which  reason  I  shall  recommend 
Doctor  Shuckburgh  who  was  promised  it  before  the  ap- 
pointment of  Mr.  Marsh  and  acted  sometime  in  that 
Capacity.  With  regard  to  the  Clerkship  I  consider  it  as 
an  office  more  imediately  dependant  on  ye  Governm1  & 
Quite  forreign  to  my  Department,  for  wh  reason  I  have 
not  the  least  doubt  of  Mr  De  Lanceys  obtaining  it  with 
ease,  and  you  may  be  assured  that  I  should  have  recom- 
mended no  person,  had  I  been  previously  acquainted  with 
Mr  De  Lanceys  Inclination. 

Time  will  not  admit  of  my  answering  yr  Letter  of  the 
6th  or  of  adding  more  than  that  I  am 

With  the  greatest  Esteem  &  Affection 
Dear  Sir 
Your  most  Hearty  Welwisher  &  verry  Humble  Servant 

Wm.  Johnson 
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P.S.  Notwithstanding  Maybe  was  ordered 
by  you  &  ye  Council  to  lay  before  me  his 
Affair,  He  has  not  done  it  &  the  Indians 
continue  vastly  uneasy,  wherefore  I  must 
again  request  yr  advice  &  interposition 
without  wh  I  may  be  oblidged  (in  order  to 
quiet  the  Indians)  to  take  Violent  measures 
wh  (in  such  case)  I  think  His  Majestys 
proclamation  of  y6  7th  of  Octbr  1763  will 
warrant  me  to  do. 

The  Honrble  Lieut.  Govr-  Colden 


From  Sir  William  Johnson 

^       nM  Johnson  Hall  Jany  22d  1765 

Dear  Sir 

When  I  wrote  you  the  16th  Inst  by  Mr  DeLancey  I  had 
but  time  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Your  three  last 
favours. 

Captn  Johnson  who  with  my  Son  sets  out  on  some 
business  to  New  York  will  have  the  honour  of  delivering 
you  this  letter,  and  will  be  able  to  inform  you  upon  any 
Subjects  which  I  have  neglected  to  do  relative  to  affairs 
hereabouts.  I  hope  you  approve  of  my  Choice  of  Mr 
Shuckburgh  for  my  Secretary,  he  has  been  long  ac- 
quainted with  Indian  A,ffairs,  &  has  met  with  some  dis- 
appointments about  that  office. 

It  seems  the  Spaniards  are  certainly  to  take  imediate 
possession  of  New  Orleans  &ca.  I  could  wish  at  the  Same 
time  that  the  French  Inhabitants  at  and  about  the  Illinois 
would  withdraw  themselves,  or  behave  better,  but  I  be- 
leive  neither  verry  probable  at  least  there  will  remain 
enough  of  them  to  poison  the  Minds  of  the  Indians  either 
for  their  own  private  Interest,  or  as  Agents  for  ye  Span- 
iards, who  of  themselves  are  not  Neighbours  who  may  be 
much  dreaded. 
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I  heartily  wish  you  well  thro  yr  Affair  in  hand,  oppo- 
sition is  what  must  be  expected  especially  from  the  united 
conduct  so  manifest  in  the  People  of  ye  Law  in  this  Prov- 
ince, who  will  have  everry  thing  their  own  Way. 

I  can  hardly  think  the  Board  of  Trade  would  have 
expressed  themselves  in  the  manner  Major  Skeen  men- 
tions. I  am  Sensible  Several  of  the  Indians  Gifts  (wh  I 
could  not  refuse)  have  cost  me  more  than  ever  I  shall  get 
by  them,  &  I  think  my  labour  &  Sufferings  sufficiently 
entitle  me  to  at  least  the  one  In  Question,  especially  when 
so  many  are  obtaining  Vast  grants  without  any  preten- 
sions. 

Altho  I  am  not  far  advanced  in  years,  yet  am  I  so 
involved  in  cares  &  business  that  I  can  have  little  pros- 
pect of  ease  or  Retirement.  I  heartily  wish  You  all  ye 
blessings  of  retreat  &  tranquility  when  it  suits  your  con- 
veniency  to  lay  aside  public  Affairs,  and  that  you  may 
long  enjoy  the  use  of  all  your  faculties  in  perfection. 
As  I  am 

With  the  utmost  Esteem 
Dear  Sir 
Your  most  Cordial  freind  &  verry  Humble  Servant 

««    ™    ™  ,      ,  Wm.  Johnson 

P.S.  The  Mohawks  are 

Arrived  here  &  delivered  me 

yr  favour,  &  were  verry 

thankfull  for  the  manner  in 

wh  you  treated  them 

The  Honr^e 
Lieu*  Govr  Colden 


From  Robert  Monckton 

London — 

Sackville  Street  9th  febr  1765 
Sir 

I  have  to  thank  you  for  your  letter  of  the  13th  Decbr 

— and  am  much  Concerned  that  any  Disputes  should  arise 

within  the  Province  to  give  you  Uneasiness. — A  Point  of 
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such  Consequence  to  the  Subject  as  that  of  Appeals  ought 
most  certainly  to  be  Clearly  understood,  and  I  dont  doubt 
but  that  the  Instruction  relative  thereto,  will  be  fully 
Explain'd — as  the  Board  of  Trade  have  now  the  Case 
under  Consideration. — 

Mr  Watts  has  not  been  wanting  in  acquainting  me 
from  time  to  time  of  the  Several  Payments  you  have  been 
so  good  as  to  make  him  on  my  Account. — 

The  House  of  Commons  had  under  Consideration  the 
6th  Ins1  The  Taxing  of  the  Colonys,  their  Resolutions  on 
that  Head — I  will  send  you  by  this  Opportunity  if  ready. 
The  Division  on  the  Motion  were    Yeas  —  245 

Noes —   49 


Total  — 294 
I  have  nothing  further  to  add  at  present — But  that  I 
am 

With  Great  Regard  &  Esteem 
Sir 

Your  obedient  Humble  Serv* 

The  Honbie  RoBt  MoNCKTON 

L*  GOV1"  COLDEN  &C   &C  &C 


From  Earl  of  Halifax 

a.  St.  James's  February  9th  1765 

Sir, 

Long  before  the  receipt  of  Your  Letter  of  the  14th  of 
December,  I  had  transmitted  His  Majesty's  Commands 
to  His  Ambassador  at  the  Court  of  France  to  make  proper 
Remonstrances  upon  the  Proceedings  of  the  French 
King's  Officers  at  Martinico  in  the  Seizure  and  Confisca- 
tion of  the  Vessell  belonging  to  Mess"  Sands  &  Smith,  of 
which  William  Summers  was  Master.  I  lost  no  Time 
however  in  sending  to  His  Excellency  the  authentic 
Papers  which  you  inclosed  to  me  that  He  might  support 
His  Representations  upon  that  Subject  with  the  Evidence 
which  they  contain,  and  I  shall  in  due  Time  inform  you 
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of  the  Result  of  His  Endeavours  to  obtain  for  the  Owners 
that  Redress  which  appears  to  be  due  to  them. 

As  it  belongs  to  the  Department  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
to  propose  to  His  Majesty  such  Measures  as  may  be  nec- 
essary in  the  Case  of  the  Dispute  arisen  upon  the  32d 
Article  of  your  Instructions,  You  would  have  done  well 
to  have  transmitted  to  Their  Lordships  the  several  In- 
formations contained  in  Your  Letter  to  me  of  the  13th 
of  December,  of  which  I  have  sent  them  Copies  that 
Their  Lordships  may  have  the  whole  Matter  before 
Them. 

I  am  with  great  Truth  and  Regard, 
Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

P.S.    I  have  received  your  DuNK  HALIFAX      . 

Letters  of  the  5th  &  10th 

of  Novr.;  the  first  of  which 

appears  to  have  been  address'd 

to  me  by  mistake,  &  to  have  been 

intended  for  the  Lords  of  Trade 

to  whom  I  transmitted  It. 

D.H. 
Cadwallader  Colden  Esqr  Lieu1  Gov1-  of  New  York. 


From  John  Tabor  Kempe 

May  it  please  your  Honor 

Sometime  since  I  received  Copies  of  a  Petition  pray- 
ing the  Incorporation  of  the  Township  of  Schenectade, 
and  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Council's  proceedings  thereon ; 
to  which  was  Annexed  your  Honors  Warrant,  directing 
me  to  prepare  a  Draft  of  a  Charter,  creating  the  said 
Township  a  Borough  Town,  and  incorporating  the  In- 
habitants with  proper  officers  Powers  Privileges  &c  pur- 
suant to  the  prayer  of  the  Petition  and  the  proceedings 
of  the  Council  thereon,  and  to  lay  the  Draft  before  your 
Honor  in  Council. 

As  neither  your  Honors  Warrant  nor  the  proceedings 
of  the  Council  contain  any  particular  directions,  what 
Constitution,    or   what   Officers   powers    Privileges   &c 
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should  be  granted;  I  have  given  them  such  a  Constitu- 
tion as  appeared  to  me  most  likely  to  promote  good 
Government. 

To  this  End  I  have  made  the  Mayor  to  be  Annually 
appointed  by  the  Governor  on  Michaelmas  day,  who  is 
not  then  to  take  on  him  the  Exercise  of  his  Office,  but  at 
a  future  Day  for  which  a  Blank  is  left ;  this  should  be  at 
such  a  Distance  from  the  day  of  Appointment  that  the 
Commission  may  Arrive  at  Schenectade  in  Time.  I 
think  the  fourth  Tuesday  in  October  a  proper  day,  as  it 
cannot  happen  before  the  22d  nor  after  the  29th  day  of 
the  Month,  which  will  allow  from  three  Weeks  to  a 
Month  for  that  purpose,  til  which  day  Annually,  the  pre- 
ceding Mayor  is  to  be  in  Office.  If  the  Mayor  die  before 
the  Annual  appointment  the  Governor  is  to  appoint 
another  to  hold  the  office  from  his  Appointment  to  the 
day  of  the  Mayors  Annually  entring  on  his  Office 

The  Recorder  and  Town  Clerk  is  to  be  appointed  by 
the  Governor  during  pleasure,  if  it  shall  not  be  thought 
the  office  of  Town  Clerk  of  so  small  a  Borough  too  in- 
significant to  trouble  the  Governor  to  appoint.  It  is  in 
the  Charter  required  he  shall  be  a  Freeman  or  Freeholder 
of  the  Borough,  which  I  had  no  other  reason  for  inserting 
than  because  I  find  it  so  in  the  City  of  New  York. 

I  have  made  the  other  officers  nominated  in  the  Char- 
ter to  go  out  of  office  next  fall — I  propose  the  fourth 
Tuesday  in  October  and  that  other  officers  some  to  be 
Elected  by  the  people  on  Michaelmas  Day  next,  others 
to  be  appointed  by  Common  Council  and  others  by  the 
Mayor  the  day  he  enters  on  his  office  shall  then  take  on 
them  the  several  offices  in  their  Room 

I  have  made  all  these  officers  Annual  Except  the 
Aldermen  and  Assistants  who  are  to  hold  their  offices 
during  good  Behaviour  and  Residence,  in  this  I  have 
followed  the  Charter  of  the  Borough  of  Westchester,  as 
best  adapted  to  give  them  their  proper  Weight,  as  I  con- 
ceive such  a  Tenure  will  give  the  officer  more  Spirit  to 
do  his  Duty  in  checking  Licentiousness,  than  is  to  be 
Expected  from  an  Annual  officer 
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That  in  future  times  the  offices  of  Aldermen  may  not 
be  filled  with  persons  unacquainted  with  the  Duty,  I 
have  directed  that  on  every  vacancy,  the  Aldermen  shall 
be  Chosen  out  of  the  Assistants:  by  this  means,  those 
offices  will  be  best  supplied  with  proper  persons. 

I  have  given  them  a  Serjeant  of  the  Mace  to  serve  the 
Process  of  their  Court,  and  have  directed  he  give  Security, 
to  Execute  his  Office  duty —  A  Coroner  I  thought  they 
could  not  want,  the  County  Coroner  being  sufficient. 

With  respect  to  the  other  officers  powers  privileges 
&c  they  are  as  near  as  can  be,  similar  to  the  Charter  of 
the  City  of  New  York,  Except  that  the  Court  of  Record 
has  no  power  in  real  or  mixt  Actions  nor  Ejectment,  and 
have  no  Cognizance  in  personal  Actions  where  the  Value 
is  above  a  certain  Sum,  for  which  a  Blank  is  left,  In  this 
I  have  followed  the  Charter  of  Westchester  which  limits 
that  Court  to  Twenty  pounds. 

The  Petitioners  are  desirous  to  have  a  Clause  granting 
them  a  Ferry  over  the  Mohawks  River,  this  I  have  put  in 
the  Charter,  as  also  a  grant  of  part  of  the  Soil  in  the  River 
with  power  to  Wharf. 

I  have  directed  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  Deputy  Mayor, 
Aldermen,  Assistants  and  Town  Clerk  to  take  the  State 
Oaths  and  make  and  Subscribe  the  Declaration  as  by 
Law  appointed. 

I  have  given  them  all  the  officers  and  privileges  they 
can  (as  far  as  I  can  see)  possibly  want,  it  may  be  they 
are  more  than  is  necessary,  but  I  put  in  every  thing  I 
could  think  of,  as  what  is  improper  can  be  more  easily 
struck  out,  than  anything  omitted  be  inserted. 

There  is  but  one  thing  wanting  that  I  can  recollect 
and  that  is  a  Declaration,  what  Persons  now  inhabiting 
the  Town  shall  be  Freemen  of  the  Corporation,  for  it 
seems  not  right  that  every  person  who  may  chance  to 
reside  there  at  the  time  the  Grant  shall  pass  shall  be 
free  of  the  Borough,  without  purchasing  their  Freedom, 
nor  that  those  who  have  Inhabited  long,  should  be  put  to 
that  Expence. 
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I  could  not  put  in  this  Clause  without  knowing  the 
Sentiments  of  the  Council  Board  thereon 

The  Draft  I  have  now  the  Honor  to  lay  before  you  is 
not  intended  to  be  filed  in  the  Office,  but  a  fair  Copy  of 
the  Draft  as  it  shall  stand,  after  such  Alterations  and 
Amendments  shall  be  made  as  the  Council  Board  shall 
think  proper. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 
Sir 

Your  most  Obedient  humble  Servant 

J.  T.  Kempe 
New  York  February  9th  1765. 

[The  draft  of  the  Schenectady  charter  of  1765,  mentioned  in  the  letter 
above,  is  in  the  possession  of  The  New  York  Historical  Society.] 


From  Sir  William  Johnson 

^       M.  Johnson  Hall  Febry  14th  1765 

Dear  Sir 

I  have  with  pleasure  been  informed  of  your  health 
by  the  return  of  my  Son,  &  Capt  Johnson,  and  am  much 
oblidged  to  you  for  the  Civilitys  you  have  shewn  them. 

Captn.  Johnson  has  acquainted  me  with  the  several 
matters  you  mentioned  to  him,  and  I  am  verry  glad  to 
hear  we  agreed  so  well  in  opinion  on  the  Plan  for  the 
management  of  Indian  Affairs,  I  wish  the  Government 
may  be  speedy  in  Settleing  it,  for  at  present  I  cannot  take 
any  proper  steps  with  certainty. 

I  have  seen  Mr  Vroman  lately,  and  he  tells  me  He 
will  finish  the  plan,  and  forward  it  imediately  to  you 
The  Indians  of  Conajohary  are  perfectly  contented  & 
satisfied,  and  made  many  Apologies  for  y6  behaviour 
(when  Drunk)  of  Cobus,  Klocks  domesticated  Indian, 
who,  has  since  assured  me  he  never  meant  any  opposition, 
for  the  rear  line  should  be  exactly  correspondent  to  the 
Indian  Deed  (Signed  by  him)  and  the  same  strait  course 
of  the  Widdow  McGinn's  Patent  was  agreed  on  to  pre- 
vent any  disputes  herafter,  from  a  variety  of  Courses. 
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As  I  conclude  you  will  receive  the  Plan  within  a  few 
days,  I  now  enclose  You  the  draft  of  a  Letter  you  have 
been  so  kind  as  to  write,  and  have  taken  the  liberty  to 
make  some  addition,  which  I  hope  You  will  not  disap- 
prove of. 

In  case  there  will  be  a  necessity  for  inserting  a  name 
for  each  20000  Acres,  I  would  to  my  own  add  My  Son 
John  Johnson,  and  my  Sons  in  Law  Daniel  Claus  &  Guy 
Johnson.    You  are  the  best  Judge  whether  this  is  neces- 
sary, if  so,  I  presume  it  will  be  proper  to  mention  it  in 
your  letter  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 
I  am  with  the  most  cordial  Esteem 
Dear  Sir 
Your  most  obedient  &  most  Humble  Servant 

P.S.  Maybe  has  lately  Wm-  JoHNSON 

occasioned  much  trouble  amongst 

the  Indians  at  Conajohare.    Justice 

Klock  has  wrote  me  that  the  Indians 

haveing  warned  Maybe  to  leave  that 

place  &  made  use  of  some  threats  in 

case  of  a  refusal,  He  assembled  a 

Number  of  the  Country  People  and 

threatened  to  burn  the  whole  Indian 

Castle,  which  He  likewise  declared 

to  Justice  Klock  he  would  do.    I 

therefore  think  it  necessary  to  bind  him 

over  otherwise  He  &  Family  may  occasion  a 

Rupture. 

The  HonrbIe  Lieu1  Govr  Colden 


From  Sir  William  Johnson 

Private  Johnson  Hall  Febry  27th  1765 

Dear  Sir 

I  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yr  favour  of  the 
11th  Ins1  with  the  enclosures  for  which  I  am  to  thank  you. 
The  Ohio  Delawares  are  arrived,  but  the  Six  Nations 
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with  the  Delawares  drove  from  Susquehana  being  as  yet 
behind,  I  have  delayed  opening  the  Congress  until  they 
are  all  present,  after  which  I  shall  acquaint  you  with  the 
Transactions. 

Herewith  I  enclose  you  a  letter  which  I  think  should 
be  laid  before  the  Council  relative  to  new  complaints 
about  Kayadarosseras,  and  I  am  verry  sorry  I  am 
oblidged  to  trouble  you  so  often  about  it. 

I  was  a  good  deal  Surprised  some  time  ago,  to  find 
that  a  Charter  was  sollicitting  for  the  Town  of  Schenec- 
tady by  several  People,  some  of  whom  applied  for  my 
recommendation  in  their  favour  for  offices  therein,  tho 
they  did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  let  me  know  their 
Design  'till  after  application  made  for  the  Charter,  and 
then  feigned  Ignorance  of  the  nature  of  it.  I  am  Just 
now  informed  that  they  want  to  extend  their  bounds  con- 
siderably up  the  Mohawk  River,  some  say  to  Fort  Hun- 
ter, for  my  part  I  cannot  see  why  the  bounds  of  any  Town 
should  be  so  extensive,  or  why  it  should  exceed  their 
former  Bounds  of  12  Miles  up  the  Course  of  the  River, 
and  as  this  has  been  applied  for  without  either  consulting 
or  informing  Several  Persons  who  are  concerned  therein, 
&  have  landed  Interest  in  the  Country,  and  is  at  the 
Same  time  disagreable  to  many  of  good  property  I  could 
not  but  lay  the  same  before  you  as  I  am  persuaded  you 
will  take  measures  for  confmeing  them  within  their 
original  bounds  on  the  Mohawk  River.  A  Charter  for  the 
Town  may  be  necessary  enough,  but  to  extend  that  to 
extravigant  Limits  perhaps  for  peculiar  purposes,  with- 
out the  concurrence  of  even  the  Freeholders  of  the  Town, 
&  entirely  without  the  knowledge  of  Persons  of  property 
on  the  Mohawk  River,  I  cannot  but  think  a  verry  odd 
proceeding  which  induces  me  to  beg  the  favour  of  your 
answer  thereon,  &  I  shall  take  it  as  a  great  kindness  if 
you  will  consider  the  Affair  by  limitting  the  Bounds 
within  a  more  reasonable  Compass 

Nothing  farther  occurs  to  me  as  necessary  concerning 
the  Licences,  these  Matters  may  rest  as  Settled  until  the 
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Affair  of  the  Department  is  fixed,  so  that  proper  Persons 
may  be  appointed  to  inspect  ye  management  of  ye  Trade. 
I  am  with  all  sincerity  &  Affection 
Dear  Sir 
Your  most  hearty  Welwisher  &  verry  Humble  Servant 

The  Honbie  W*.  JOHNSON 

Lt  G0Vr  COLDEN 


From  Sir  William  Johnson 

Johnson  Hall  Febry  27th  1765 
Dear  Sir 

Since  my  last  I  find  that  the  Mohawks  sometime  ago 
had  procured  a  Country  Schoolmaster  to  write  a  few 
lines  to  some  persons  who  lately  settled  within  ye  Claim 
of  Kayadarosseras,  this  they  Sent  by  one  of  their  Cheifs 
who  brought  back  an  answer  from  these  People,  import- 
ing, "that  they  knew  some  steps  were  taking  in  England 
"for  procureing  Justice  to  the  Indians,  but  that,  it  met 
"with  too  great  an  opposition  from  People  at  York  & 
"other  parts,  and  that  should  the  King  even  determine 
"the  Affair  against  them,  i.e.  the  Settlers,  they  would 
"nevertheless  remain  on  the  Lands,  and  make  good  their 
"Possession."  This  (as  you  may  naturally  conclude)  has 
caused  much  uneasiness,  the  Mohawks  came  in  a  body  to 
me  two  days  ago  about  it,  and  Assembling  the  Coghna- 
wageys,  &  those  of  the  Senecas,  &  other  Six  Nations  now 
here,  represented  in  the  Strongest  terms  the  Injustice 
they  had  met  with,  as  well  on  that,  as  on  many  other 
occasions,  which  created  vast  uneasiness  amongst  all  the 
rest.  In  Answer  I  desired  the  Mohawks  to  take  no  notice 
of  ye  Silly  Expressions  of  a  few  inconsiderable  People, 
who  could  maintain  no  possession  contrary  to  the  decision 
of  his  Majesty,  and  strongly  recommended  it  to  them, 
to  take  no  farther  steps  till  they  heard  farther  from 
England.  I  should  not  give  you  so  much  trouble  about 
this  Affair,  but  that  I  am  repeatedly  pestered  by  the  In- 
dians ab\,  and  yl  I  foresee  what  it  may  end  in,  better 
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than  other  People  can  do.  I  am  aware  of  many  mean  as 
well  as  false  insinuations  of  Interested  People,  as  if  it  was 
an  Affair  of  mine,  whereas  no  decision  relative  thereto  is 
of  the  Smallest  consequence  or  importance  to  me  in  any 
shape  whatever,  No,  I  should  be  verry  glad  to  wash  my 
hands  of  it,  but  this  I  cant  do  whilst  I  am  applied  to  as 
his  Majestys  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  whilst 
I  can  see  that  the  unjust  Claim  maintained  as  I  have 
mentioned  will  not  be  an  Affair  of  the  Mohawks  alone, 
but  may  serve  as  a  pretext  for  involveing  us  in  more 
trouble  fifty  times  than  the  Pattent  is  worth. 

As  I  shall  hereafter  give  you  as  little  trouble  about 
this  affair  as  possible,  I  am  under  the  greater  necessity 
of  speaking  my  Sentiments  agreable  to  the  Duty  of  my 
office,  and  my  regard  for  ye  public  safety  so  that  no  charge 
can  be  hereafter  laid  to  me,  for  neglecting  giveing  due 
information  of  the  effects  resulting  from  a  delay  of 
Justice. 

The  late  Hostilities  owed  their  rise  in  a  great  measure 
to  the  Jealousy  of  some  Nations  communicated  to  the  rest 
concerning  our  Encroachments,  &  the  apprehensions  they 
were  under,  that  we  should  fall  upon  some  means  to  de- 
prive them  of  their  Lands,  This  Jealousy  still  subsists, 
neither  are  any  steps  we  have  since  taken  calculated  to 
remove  it.  We  can  never  expect  the  Indians  will  be  at 
rest,  so  long  as  any  great  matter  of  Complaint  Subsists 
amongst  any  one  of  them  &  the  prejudices  which  many 
Nations  have  conceived  will  occasion  them  to  be  glad  of 
the  Slenderest  pretext  for  renewing  of  hostilities,  the 
rather  as  our  repeated  steps  in  this  Quarter  have  proved 
so  ineffectual.  I  have  been  addressed  some  time  ago  by 
the  whole  Confederacy  upon  this  Subject,  it  has  again 
been  repeated,  the  Ohio  Delawares  are  nowhere  &  the 
whole  Six  Nations  daily  expected  with  the  rest,  before 
whom,  I  understand  the  Mohawks  are  determined  to 
make  public  remonstrance  &  Complaint,  which  I  find  I 
cannot  prevent,  altho  I  have  endeavoured  all  in  my  power 
to  do  it,  partly  to  ward  off  the  extraordinary  trouble  I  am 
likely  to  be  involved  in  on  ace1  of  it,  but  cheifly  to  pre- 
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vent  the  consequences  which  such  complaint  may  produce 
amongst  the  rest,  who  consider  the  Mohawks  as  truely 
deserveing  our  favour,  &  that  in  a  peculiar  Manner.  This 
is  the  true  State  of  the  affair  at  present  which  I  must  beg 
the  favour  of  you  to  lay  before  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
Council  as  well  as  the  House  of  Assembly  if  thought  nec- 
essary, so  that  I  may  not  be  hereafter  charged  with  neg- 
lecting to  shew  the  Expediency  there  is  for  doing  the  In- 
dians Speedy  Justice  in  an  affair,  which  may  otherwise 
prove  of  serious  consequence  beyond  my  power  of  pre- 
venting. 

Before  closeing  this  letter  I  received  $  Express  the 
enclosed  Petition   from  the  Stockbridge   Indians  with 
divers  Deeds  &  enclosures,  to  Illustrate  the  affair,  the  Sum 
of  w*  they  request  is,  that  the  Persons  who  have  pur- 
chased Lands  of  them  ye  Original  Proprietors  may  not  be 
turned  of  the  plantations  they  have  made  on  it,  being 
comprehended  within  this  Province,  &  claimed  by  the 
Mannor  of  Renslear,  as  I  promised  them  that  I  should  lay 
the  Affair  before  you,  I  must  beg  the  favour  of  your 
Answer  thereon  that  I  may  communicate  it  to  them. 
I  am 
with  perfect  Esteem 
Dear  Sir 
Your  most  Obedient  Humble  Servant 

The  Honkie  Wm.  JOHNSON 

Lieu*  Govr  Colden 
[Indorsed] 

1765  March  15  Read  in  Council 
and  a  Scire  Facias  ordered 


From  Earl  of  Halifax 

St.  James's,  March  9th  1765 
Sir, 

I  have  receiv'd  your  Letter  of  the  23d  Jan17  last,  & 
shall  duly  consider  the  Propositions  it  contains,  when  the 
Matter  in  Dispute,  concerning  Appeals,  shall  come  to  be 
determined  by  His  Majesty's  Privy  Council. 

As  the  39th  Article  of  His  Majesty's  Instructions  to 
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His  Governor  of  New  York,  expressly  forbids  him  to  dis- 
pose of  any  Office  or  Place,  to  which  His  Majesty  has 
appointed  by  Letters  Patents,  or  by  His  Royal  Sign  Man- 
ual, except  for  the  Interval  within  which  His  Majesty's 
Pleasure  may  be  known,  I  could  not  but  be  surprized 
to  find,  by  your  Letter  of  the  28th  of  January,  that,  upon 
the  Death  of  Mr  Marsh,  you  had  taken  upon  yourself  to 
separate  the  Offices,  which  he  enjoyed  by  virtue  of  The 
King's  Commission,  &  to  appoint  Mr  Stephen  Delancey, 
your  Grandson,  to  one  of  Them. 
I  am  with  great  Truth  &  Regard, 
Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

Lieut:  Governor  Coi^en  DuNK  HALIFAX 


From  Edward  Sedgwick 

Great  George  Street  March  9th  1765 
Sir, 

I  have  received  the  honour  of  Your  Letter  of  the  23d 

of  January,  and  am  sorry  it  is  not  in  my  Power  to  comply 

with  your  Request,  as  the  Matter,  upon  which  you  desire 

Information  remains  to  be  considered  and  determined  at 

the  Council  Board. 

I  am  with  great  Truth  and  Regard, 

Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

EDw.d  Sedgwick 

Cadwallader  Colden  Esq1-  Lieu1  Govr  of  New  York. 


From  Governor  George  James  Bruere 

Bermuda 

or  Somers  Islands  March  the  13th  1765 
Sir 

I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  your  Excellency,  to  forward 

the  enclosed  letters  by  the  new  York  Packett,  or  the  first 
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Conveyance.    And  shall  be  very  glad  to  be  favoured  with 
your  Correspondence. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 
Sir 

Your  most  obedient  Humble  Servant 

George  Jas.  Bruere 
Governor  of  Bermuda 

To  His  Excellency  Cadwalder  Colden  Esqr 


From  the  Lords  of  Trade 

D,  Whitehall  March  16th  1765 

Sir, 

Complaint  having  been  made  to  the  House  of  Lords, 
that  two  Mohawk  Indians  named  Hermannus  and  Joseph, 
who  had  been  brought  from  New  York  by  a  Jew  named 
Myers,  were  exhibited  to  public  Shew  at  a  Tavern  in 
London,  and  their  Lordships  having  thought  proper  to 
interpose  their  Authority  to  prevent  so  scandalous  a  Pro- 
ceeding, We  herewith  inclose  to  you  their  Lordships  Reso- 
lutions thereupon;  And  His  Majesty  having  in  His  Great 
Goodness  ordered  proper  Care  to  be  taken  of  these  In- 
dians, and  that  their  Passage  back  to  New  York  should  be 
defrayed  at  the  Public  Expence,  We  have  received  His 
Majesty's  Commands  to  acquaint  you  therewith,  and  to 
direct  you,  upon  the  Arrival  of  these  Indians  at  New 
York,  for  which  Place  they  embark  this  Day  on  board  the 

to  give  all  proper  Attention  to  them,  and  to  take 

the  necessary  Steps  for  their  speedy  and  convenient- 
Return  to  their  Nation,  appointing  a  proper  Person  to 
conduct  them,  and  to  deliver  the  inclosed  Letter  to  Sr 
William  Johnson. 

So  We  bid  you  heartily  farewell,  and  are, 

Your  very  loving  Friends, 

Hillsborough 

soame  jenyns 
Ed.  Bacon 

Cadwallader  Colden  Esqr  GEO.  RlCE 

Lieut:  Gov1-  of  New  York 
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From  Sir  William  Johnson 

^        0.  Johnson  Hall  March  21st  1765 

Dear  Sir 

I  have  Just  recieved  your  letter  of  the  15th  Ins1  ^ 
Express,  together  with  the  order  of  Council  relative  to 
Kayadarosseras,  which  I  shall  imediately  communicate  to 
the  Indians  with  Assurances  that  the  affair  will  be  speed- 
ily terminated,  which  I  heartily  wish  it  may  to  their  satis- 
faction. As  all  I  can  say,  cannot  persuade  Indians  but 
that  they  are  neglected  unless  the  means  of  releif  are 
speedy,  and  I  am  not  sufficiently  Acquainted  with  the 
Nature  of  a  process  on  a  Scire  facias  to  know  when  the 
Affair  may  come  to  a  conclusion,  beleive  me  Sir  it  gives 
me  no  small  trouble  to  be  continually  sollicitted  about 
this  Affair,  and  I  am  the  more  concerned  at  it,  as  it  effects 
the  Claims  of  the  present  Generation,  who  I  beleive  would 
not  have  taken  ye  Illegal  &  unjust  Steps,  which  I  am 
persuaded  were  made  use  of  for  ye  acquiring  the  Tract, 
and  of  which  the  first  Proprietors  or  Pattentees  were  so 
sensible  that  they  never  attempted  occupying,  or  even 
Surveying  it,  altho  the  best  part  of  it  lyes  much  more  out 
of  the  Enemys  way  than  many  of  the  other  Settlements 
in  this  Country,  but  this  was  prudently  neglected,  and  the 
Pattent  in  a  Manner  unknown  &  unnoticed  for  many 
years,  however  I  find  a  Minute  now  by  me  of  a  Complaint 
wh  I  laid  before  Govr  Clinton  fifteen  years  ago,  occasioned 
by  some  persons  at  Albany  havs  mentioned  the  Affair  to 
the  Mohawks,  no  Settlements  being  then  made  it  dropped 
till  1754  when  they  complained  to  Lieu1.  Govr.  Delancey 
in  Council  at  Albany  &  thus  the  Affair  stood  till  the  late 
Settlements,  &  the  report  which  prevailed  for  dividing  it, 
a  Step  wh  at  once  alarmed  the  Indians  &  determined  them 
to  take  their  late  measures.  The  annulling  a  Pattent  is 
nothing  new  in  this  Province.  I  find  several  Precedents 
for  it,  and  In  this  Case,  &  at  this  Period  it  cannot  effect 
any  governour,  but  ye  continuance  of  it  must  arraign  the 
conduct  of  Several  who  have  since  granted  small  Tracts 
within  the  bounds  claimed  by  the  Pattent  in  Question, 
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wh  must  either  prove  heavy  reflections  on  those  con- 
cerned in  such  grants  or  convince  any  thinking  Person 
that  the  Tract  in  Question  was  not  considered  as  Valid. 
I  Just  mention  these  few  Heads  to  obviate  some  late  re- 
marks made  on  this  Subject,  Everry  of  which  can  be 
easily  &  Justly  answered,  at  the  Same  time  I  Judge  them 
necessary  hints  to  You  &  the  Gentlemen  of  ye  Council 
who  I  make  no  doubt  will  do  everry  thing  for  obtaining 
Speedy  Justice  in  ye  Case. 

I  should  not  have  given  you  this  repeated  trouble  but 
that  my  duty  oblidges  me  to  leave  nothing  undone  for 
secureing  the  tranquility  of  this  Country,  which  by  what 
I  can  learn  may  in  some  measure  depend  upon  the  Just 
dicission  of  this  affair. 
I  am  yith  perfect  Estem 
Dear  Sir 
Your  most  obedient  &  most  Humble  Servant 

Wm.  Johnson 
P.S.  By  the  Orders  from  England 
for  retrenching  the  Indn.  Expences 
as  much  as  possible,  I  cannot  with 
propriety  make  a  Charge  of  ye 
Expresses  Journey. 

The  Honkie 

Lieu1  Govr  Golden 


From  Sir  William  Johnson 

Private  Johnson  Hall  March  21st  1765 

Dear  Sir 

I  have  received  your  favour  of  the  3d  Ins1  and  am 
sorry  Mr  Vroman  had  not  sent  you  the  Survey  sooner. 

I  am  glad  you  approve  of  the  alterations  wh  I  made 
in  ye  draft  of  yr  letter,  and  I  think  your  observation  on 
my  inserting  the  Names  of  my  Son,  &  Sons  in  Law,  may 
be  worth  notice,  for  which  reason  I  think  it  had  better  be 
done  as  you  have  proposed. 

This  Moment  I  received  your  (private)  letter  of  the 
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15th  Ins1  $  the  Express,  and  I  am  much  oblidged  to  you 
for  what  you  have  communicated  relative  to  the  Charter 
of  Schenectady,  I  had  no  knowledge  of,  or  Interest  in  y8 
Affair  but  from  Sundry  applications  made  to  me  concern- 
ing it,  &  that,  long  after  application  had  been  made  for  it, 
I  am  glad  to  find  that  they  will  be  now  contented  by  the 
libertys  Extending  no  farther  than  their  Pattent. 

I  am  much  oblidged  to  you  for  yr  kind  paragraph 
Expressing  yr  desire  that  the  Appointments  should  be 
agreable  to  me,  Mr  Vroman  &  Mr  Duncan  are  both  men 
well  qualified  &  there  are  doubtless  Several  others  recom- 
mended to  you,  of  whose  Character  &  Abilities  you  have 
some  knowledge.  You  know  so  much  of  the  People,  that 
I  need  say  but  little  on  that  Head. 

I  shall  take  due  notice  of  what  you  have  recommended 
to  be  done  in  the  Affair  of  Kayadarusseras,  altho  I  can 
111  spare  time  to  attend  to  it,  I  heartily  wish  it  may  be 
ended  in  a  Speedy  &  Satisfactory  manner  for  the  Indians, 
whose  uneasiness  on  that  Head,  &  the  consequence  they 
might  produce  have  my  Sole  Motive  for  troubling  you 
about  it. 

The  Government  are  so  particular  &  Saving  with  re- 
gard to  Indian  Expences,  that  I  cannot  with  propriety 
make  a  Charge  of  the  Express.  A  proper  Oeconomy  is 
laudable,  but  in  such  a  Department  as  mine,  too  much 
parsimony  may  often  prove  highly  prejudicial  to  the 
Service. 

I  shall  take  care  to  let  ye  Mohawks  imediately  know  of 
the  Steps  which  are  to  be  taken  for  vacateing  ye  Pattent, 
and  shall  also  acquaint  them  with  yr  good  offices  therein 
and  your  Earnest  desire  for  procureing  them  Speedy  Jus- 
tice, which  will  doubtless  be  agreably  received  by  them 
and  all  the  Indians ;  I  shall  also  inform  them  of  the  steps 
you  have  taken  for  their  obtaining  Justice  hereafter  in  a 
Summary  way,  which  I  am  certain  will  give  them  great 
Satisfaction  nor  can  anything  be  more  wanted  for  pre- 
serving Peace,  &  releiving  their  Just  complaints. 

I  see  plainly  the  dispositions  you  have  to  struggle  with 
relative  to  the  affair  of  Appeals,  the  severe  reflections 
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which  I  have  taken  notice  of  in  the  late  papers,  are  too 
commonly  practiced  here  to  give  you  much  concern,  and 
I  think  you  have  taken  the  wisest  step,  by  treating  them 
with  the  neglect  they  deserve.     As  the  passion  for  a 
Scurrilous  paper  War  is  so  predominant  that  an  Answer 
would  but  serve  to  support  their  Invectives,  which  on 
passing  unnoticed  will  subside  of  themselves,  and  share 
the  fate  of  all  paralel  performances. 
I  am  with  ye  most  perfect  Esteem 
Dear  Sir 
Your  Sincere  Welwisher  &  Affect*  Humble  Servant 

Wm.  Johnson 
P.S.  I  send  you  the 
enclosed  as  you  may 
think  it  necessary  to 
lay  my  answer  before  ye 
Council 

The  Honrble 
Lieut.  Governour  Colden 


From  Thomas  Gage 

New  York  April  16th  1765 
Sir 

I  have  this  instant  recieved  the  Letter  I  herewith 
inclose  you,  by  Express  from  Governor  Penn.  This  in- 
telligence seems  of  a  pretty  Extraordinary  nature,  and  I 
dare  say  you'll  think  it  expedient,  that  an  Officer  of  Ar- 
tillery should  immediately  visit  the  Cannon  placed  on 
the  Fort  and  Batteries,  and  make  a  Report  thereof;  I 
shou'd  be  inclined  to  think  what  has  happened  at  Phila- 
delphia to  be  the  consequence  of  an  idle  frolick,  but  'till 
that's  ascertained,  it  seems  to  call  for  some  precautions. 
You'll  be  so  good  to  return  Me  Governor  Penn's  Letter 
after  perusal. 

I  am  with  great  Regard  Sir 

Your  most  Obedient  humble  Servant 

HonMe  Lt  Gov'  Golden  Th°S    GaGE 
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From  Governor  Benning  Wentworth 

gir  Portsmouth  26th  April  1765 

I  am  favoured  with  your  letter  of  the  13th  Instant, 
acquainting  me  with  His  Majestys  determination  of  the 
boundary  between  New  Hampshire,  and  New  York,  by 
the  Same  conveyance  I  received  a  duplicate  thereof,  which 
I  have  ordered  to  be  made  public,  that  His  Majestys  sub- 
jects may  be  fully  acquainted  therewith. 

I  am  greatly  obliged  to  you  for  your  kind  tender  of 
doing  me  any  personal  Service  in  your  power,  and  when- 
ever any  Occasion  presents,  I  shall  Advise  you  thereof, 
in  the  mean  time  I  must  recommend  to  your  Compassion 
the  persons,  under  bonds  at  Albany  &  New  York,  who  are 
blameless  in  themselves,  being  put  on  the  Lands,  by  the 
Authority  of  Government  Long  before  any  dispute  Sub- 
sisted,— and  therefore  have  their  inocence  only  to  plead, 
and  unless  you  are  pleased  to  relieve  them;  this  unfor- 
tunate affair  will  Issue  in  their  ruin.  I  am  with  great 
truth  and  regard 
Sir 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

The  HonMe  Cadwallader  Colden  Esq'  B.  WENTWORTH 


Cadwallader  Colden  to  Robert  Monckton 

gir  New  York  May  3d  1765 

I  have  the  honour  of  your  letter  of  the  9th  of  February. 
I  did  every  thing  that  was  in  my  power  to  prevent  the 
public  disputes,  which  have  happened,  consistently  with 
my  Duty  in  supporting  the  Kings  Instruction  &  en- 
deavoured to  have  had  the  matter  quietly  submitted  to 
the  Kings  determination.  But  the  Gentn  of  the  Law 
seem  to  have  placed  the  Chief  Stress  of  their  cause  on 
raising  public  Clamour,  &  therefor  all  endeavours  to  pre- 
vent it  became  fruitless.  Notwithstanding  of  this,  I  am 
fully  persuaded  the  people  of  this  Province  will  quietly 
submit  to  the  Kings  determination  whatever  it  be. 
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By  the  care  I  have  taken  that  no  reply  be  made  to  a 
licencious  abusive  weekly  printed  paper,  the  administra- 
tion is  restored  to  its  usual  tranquillity  &  I  hope  it  will 
continue  so. 

It  will  give  me  the  greatest  Satisfaction  to  have  my 
conduct  receive  your  approbation  &  to  preserve  the 
honour  of  being  Sir 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

Cadwallader  Colden 

Major  General  Honble  Rob*  Monckton 


Treaty  of  Peace  with  the  Delaware  Nation 
[Copy] 

[May  8,  1765] 

Treaty  of  Peace  with  the  Delaware  Nation  Entered  Into 
by  their  Deputies  before  Sir  William  Johnson,  Baronet, 
his  Majesty's  Sole  Agent  and  superintendant  of  Indian 
Affairs  in  the  Northern  Department  of  North  America. 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

Article  1. 

THAT  In  consideration  of  the  Delawares  Sincere 
promises  of  future  good  Behaviour,  of  having  delivered 
up  to  colonel  Bouquet  a  large  Number  of  English  who 
were  their  prisoners,  and  of  their  Chearfully  according  to 
the  Subsequent  Articles  and  faithfully  observing  them 
forever  hereafter,  his  Majesty  is  graciously  pleased  to 
pardon  what  hath  passed,  and  they  shall  be  once  more  re- 
ceived into  the  Covenant  Chain  of  Friendship  with  the 
English. 

Article  2. 

THAT  the  Delawares  of  Susquehanna  who  fled  from 
their  habitations  on  the  Approach  of  the  parties  of  In- 
dians and  Rangers  sent  against  them  last  Year  by  Sir 
William  Johnson,  be  comprised  in  this  Treaty,  and  abide 
by  Every  article  contained  therein,  which  can  in  anywise 
relate  to  them,  in  consequence  of  the  Treaty  Entered 
into  Before  him  at  Niagara  last  Summer  with  the  Senecas, 
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provided  they  bring  in  All  the  English  Prisoners,  Desert- 
ers Frenchmen  and  Negroes  within  Forty  days,  agree- 
able to  the  Engagem*  they  have  lately  Entered  into,  for 
the  performance  of  which  they  have  left  two  Chiefs 
Hostages.  That  then  the  Delawares  that  were  taken 
Prisoners  last  Winter,  And  remain  at  New  York  shall  be 
discharged,  but  the  rest  who  were  distributed  amongst 
the  several  Nations  must  remain  where  they  now  are. 

Article  3. 

THAT  the  Delawares  do  Immediately  open  the  Road 
of  Peace  throughout  Every  part  of  their  country,  giving 
free  permission  to  all  his  Majesty's  Troops  and  others  his 
Subjects  to  pass  through  the  same,  that  they  likewise 
open  the  Rivers  allowing  a  Free  and  open  Navigation,  for 
Boats,  Canooes,  or  any  other  Craft  to  all  his  Majesty's 
Subjects  for  ever  hereafter.  That  they  Engage  never 
more  to  molest  them  Either  by  Land  or  by  Water,  or 
cause  the  same  to  be  done  by  any  other  Nation  or  Tribe 
of  Indians  but  that  they  shall  use  all  their  Endeavours  to 
prevent  any  Such  Designs  and  give  the  Earliest  Intelli- 
gence of  them  to  the  English,  to  whom  they  shall  afford 
assistance,  if  Required. 

Article  4. 

THAT  the  Delawares  do  to  the  utmost  of  their  power 
Immediately  open  the  Road  to  the  Ilinois  and  use  every 
possible  Endeavour  for  obtaining  the  possession  thereof, 
and  securing  the  same  to  the  English;  that  in  case  Mr. 
Croghan,  Deputy  Agent  for  Indian  Affairs  be  not  yet  sett 
out  for  the  Ilinois  from  Fort  Pitt  they  shall  send  proper 
persons  to  accompany  and  Assist  him,  and  those  who  go 
with  him  to  take  possession  of  the  Forts  and  garrisons  in 
that  country,  ceded  by  the  French  to  the  Crown  of 
England. 

Article  5. 

THAT  they  do  forthwith  use  all  possible  means  for 
bringing  the  Shawanese  to  a  proper  sense  of  their  late 
conduct,  to  deliver  up  all  the  Prisoners  remaining  in  their 
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hands  without  farther  delay  and  send  Deputies  to  Sir 
William  Johnson  to  treat  about  Peace. 

Article  6 

THAT  they  deliver  forthwith  to  the  commanding 
officer  at  Fort  Pitt,  the  seven  [torn]  yet  amongst  them, 
as  also  all  Deserters,  Frenchmen  and  Negroes,  and  en- 
gage nev[er  to]  Screen,  protect  or  Encourage  any  Such 
persons  for  the  future.  But  should  any  Such  [person] 
take  refuge  amongst  them,  they  are  to  bring  them  without 
delay  to  the  officer  comma  [nding]  at  the  next  Garrison 
or  to  the  commissary,  when  such  is  appointed  who  will  be 
em- [torn]  to  reward  them  for  their  Trouble. 

Article  7. 

THAT  They  do  promise  and  Engage  never  to  take 
revenge  for  any  Act  comm[itted]  by  Individuals  of  the 
British  Nation,  but  to  make  due  complaint  thereof  to  the 
next  co[mmand]ing  officer,  or  the  commissary  when  ap- 
pointed who  will  apply  to  the  government  to  [which]  the 
Delinquent  belongs  that  he  may  be  brought  to  trial,  when 
they  may  Expect  to  ha[ve]  strict  Justice  done  them:  And 
Should  any  of  the  Delawares  at  any  time  hereaftfer] 
Rob,  Murder  or  Otherwise  misuse  any  of  his  Majesty's 
subjects,  as  the  Indian  [torn]  have  no  Established  Laws 
for  punishing  the  Guilty,  they  are  without  Excuse  or 
delay,  [torn]  bring  such  offender  to  the  nearest  Garrison, 
from  whence  he  will  be  sent  to  the  [torn]  Province  in 
order  to  take  his  Trial,  at  which  the  Chiefs  of  the  Dela- 
wares may  [be]  present  that  they  may  see  the  charges 
are  fully  proved  against  him,  and  be  Sensible]  of  the 
Equity  of  the  British  Laws. 

Article  8. 

THAT  should  any  Dispute  or  difference  arise  relative 
to  lands  or  otherwise,  they  [are]  by  no  means  to  Insult 
the  officers  commanding  Posts,  or  any  others  his  Ma- 
jestys  Subjects  who  cannot  be  Answerable  for  these  Mat- 
ters, but  they  are  to  lay  their  comp[laint]  before  the 
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deputy  Agent  for  that  District,  who  will  Transmit  the 
same  to  Sir  William  Johnson,  that  they  may  obtain 
Justice. 

Article  9. 

THAT  many  of  the  Traders,  who  were  plundered  and 
severely  Treated  by  the  Dela  [wares]  in  1763  having  rep- 
resented the  great  Distresses  to  which  they  are  thereby 
reduced  [torn]  and  prayed  relief,  the  Delawares  are 
therefore  to  fall  Immediately  on  a  method  for  [torn] 
making  them  some  restitution  by  a  grant  of  Lands,  pro- 
vided his  Majesty  shall  Apr[ove]  thereof,  and  the  six 
Nations  first  give  their  Approbation  thereto. 

Article  10. 

THAT  whenever  his  Majesty  shall  be  pleased  to 
Direct  that  Limits  shall  be  Settled  between  his  Subjects 
and  the  Indians  with  their  consent,  the  Delawares 
Engfage]  to  abide  by  what  ever  Limits  shall  be  agreed 
upon  between  the  English  and  the  six  Nations,  and  shall 
never  disturb  his  Majesty's  Subjects  on  that  Account. 

Article  11. 

THAT  a  Trade  shall  be  opened  as  soon  as  it  conven- 
iently may  be  with  the  Dela  [wares]  whichTrade  will  be 
at  the  principal  posts,  and  continue  during  the  Good  Be- 
havioufr]  of  that  Nation,  that  they  do  therefore  in  an 
Especial  Manner  protect  the  persons  and  propertys  of 
the  Traders  that  may  be  going  to  or  returning  from  the 
Posts,  promising  never  to  take  away  their  horses,  or  other- 
wise Impede  their  Journeys,  or  Molest  them  on  Any 
Account,  But  in  cases  of  Fraud,  they  are  to  lay  their 
complfaint]  Before  the  commanding  officer  at  the  Trad- 
ing Post,  untill  the  appointment  of  commissaries,  who  will 
then  have  the  Inspection  thereof. 

Article  12. 

THAT  the  Delawares  shall  communicate  the  particu- 
lars of  the  Peace  they  have  made,  to  all  Nations  with 
whom  they  have  any  Intercourse.    That  they  shall  En- 
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Qaus.  Depty.  Ag* 
for  Indn  affr? 
[torn]  Depty  Ag* 
for  Indn  Affrs 
Butler,  Justice 


Willm 
Johnson 


[torn] 

Owens 
Interpt 


force  the  observance  thereof  in  an  Especial  manner  over 
their  people;  and  lastly  that  they  shall  enter  into  No 
Engagements  with  any  Nation  whatsoever  without  the 
Knowledge  of  the  Superintendant  of  Indian  affairs,  or 
those  duely  authorised  by  the  King  of  Great  Britain. 

The  foregoing  Articles  being' 
fully  Explained  &  assented  to,  I 
have  in  Testimony  thereof  there 
unto  sett  my  hand  and  Seal  at 
Arms,  at  Johnson  Hall  the  Eight 
Day  of  May  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  Sixty  five. 

We  the  Deputies  from  the  Delaware 
Nation  having  had  the  foregoing 
Articles  duely  Explained  to  us,  do 
agree  to  the  same  in  Every  particular 
on  behalf  of  all  our  Nation  in  Testi- 
mony whereof  we  have  hereunto 
Signed  the  Marks  of  our  Tribes  and 
affixed  our  Seals  the  day  and  Year 
above  mentioned. 

We  the  chief  Sachem  and  Chief 
Warrior  of  the  Delawares  and  Mun- 
seys  of  Susquehanna  having  heard 
the  foregoing  articles  duely  ex- 
plained to  us,  do  agree  to  the  same  on 
Behalf  of  all  our  People,  as  far  as 
they  relate  to  them.  In  testimony 
whereof  we  have  hereunto  signed  the 
marks  of  our  Tribes,  and  affixed  our 
Seals  the  day  and  Year  above  men- 
tioned. 

Squashcutter  X 
In  delaware  Yaghkapoose 
In  b.  Natn  Onossaraqueta 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  Copy  of  the  Treaty  of  peace 
with  the  Delawares,  Compared  with  the  Original 

G.  Johnson  Dep.  Agent 
Acts-  as  Secy  durg  the  Vacancy 


The  Mark  of 
Killbuck 
abs  > 

Bemineo 

David  or 

Kochshawe- 

hemint 

X 


Long  Coat 
anindamooky 


X 


In  b.  Natn 

Ateattawee- 

tares 
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From  Thomas  Gage 

New  York  May  26th  1765 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Pleasure  to  acquaint  you  that  the  Shaw- 
nese  with  many  other  Tribes  have  been  lately  at  Fort 
Pitt  where  they  brought  in  all  the  Prisoners  remaining 
with  them,  except  a  few  on  the  Hunt,  and  two  or  three 
sick.  They  amount  to  Forty  in  Number  which  are  deliv- 
ered up;  many  of  them  taken  young  and  some  of  them 
had  been  Prisoners  Ten  Years  and  can  speak  no  Language 
but  Indian.  They  have  sent  off  some  of  their  best  and 
Principal  Chiefs  to  Sr  Wm  Johnson,  and  put  others  into 
the  Fort  as  Hostages:  Declaring  their  Resolution  to  per- 
form all  the  Engagements  they  made,  and  that  they 
greatly  disapproved  of  the  Flight  of  their  Hostages  last 
winter.  The  Delawares  were  a  good  deal  divided  amongst 
themselves,  and  at  first  shewed  no  great  Desire  to  ac- 
comodate Matters,  insisting  they  would  treat  only  with 
the  Quakers.  They  found  at  length  this  would  not  do, 
being  treated  with  Contempt  when  they  talked  of  the 
Quakers;  and  then  settled  their  affairs  Mr  Croghan  is 
gone  to  the  Ilinois  with  some  Principal  Chiefs  who  prom- 
ise to  make  Peace  for  us  with  those  Indians.  I  don't 
know  the  Particulars  of  Sr  Wm  Johnson's  Conference,  but 
he  tells  me,  every  thing  has  ended  to  his  satisfaction.  I 
am  with  great  Regard, 
Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

Thos  Gage 

The  Honbl«  Govr  Colden 
Flushing 


From  Sir  William  Johnson 

Johnson  Hall  May  29th  1765 
Dear  Sir 

Your  favour  of  the  22d  Ulto.  I  received  some  time  ago, 
which  I  was  prevented  from  answering  by  the  Six  Na- 
tions, Delawares  &ca  being  here  to  the  amount  of  900. 
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The  Ohio  Delawares  have  chearfully  Subscribed  to  the 
General  Articles  of  Peace  proposed.  The  Susquahana's 
have  done  so  likewise,  &  leave  me  their  two  Cheifs  also 
till  all  the  Prisoners  &  Negroes  are  restored  which  is  to  be 
in  40  Days.    I  think  I  may  rely  on  it. 

What  I  had  further  to  propose  agreable  to  the  plan 
from  the  Lords  of  Trade  met  wth  some  opposition  the 
whole  Six  Nations  spoke  loudly  about  Kayadarusseras  & 
made  it  the  point  on  which  they  would  come  to  a  proper 
Settlement,  they  said  that  the  English  did  not  deal  fairly 
wth  them,  that  they  were  more  cunning,  they  got  their 
names  upon  paper  verry  fast,  &  that  they  often  did  not 
know  for  what,  that  the  Mohawks  were  going  to  be 
cheated  out  of  almost  all  the  Land  between  the  two 
Rivers  by  People  at  Albany  to  whom  they  never  made 
any  public  Grant,  nor  received  anything  for  it,  that  they 
(the  Six  Nations)  had  spoken  to  me  before  upon  it,  & 
that  the  Mohawks  told  them  they  had  applied  to  me 
twelve  times,  that  they  had  been  promised  Justice  at 
Albany  Several  Years  ago,  &  had  sent  letters  i.e.  Belts 
to  the  King  but  heard  nothing  satisfactory,  that  they  ex- 
pected I  would  Send  again  to  the  King,  for  their  Young 
Men  could  not  be  persuaded  that  we  were  at  peace,  till 
Justice  was  obtained,  in  short  thro  ye  course  of  Several 
conferences  they  touched  upon  it  so  Warmly  as  to  induce 
me  to  chide  them  for  interrupting  other  business  by  intro- 
ducing that  Affair,  and  to  tell  them  that  it  being  under 
consideration  at  Home  they  must  wait  with  patience  till 
it  could  be  settled,  and  that  if  they  made  that  Patent  any 
obstruction  to  what  was  recommended  I  should  not  think 
them  well  disposed.  Upon  the  whole  it  is  obvious  that 
the  Six  Nations  are  deeply  interested  in  this  Affair,  as  it 
may  prove  a  means  of  throwing  the  Mohawks  on  them, 
from  which  One  may  reasonably  conclude  they  will  not 
rest  here,  unless  they  are  satisfied.  You  see  Sir  how  I 
am  circumstanced,  I  cannot  acquaint  the  Indians  with  the 
real  cause  of  the  Delay  as  it  might  prove  of  fatal  conse- 
quence &  overset  all  my  endeavours  hitherto  Successfull, 
&  on  the  other  hand  I  am  treated  with  all  the  little  Scur- 
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rility  of  the  interested,  because  I  hear  the  Complaints  of 
the  Indians.  I  will  readily  allow  that  had  such  Persons 
the  Management  "An  End  would  be  put  to  all  claims"  & 
the  Indians  would  redress  themselves,  &  shew  the  World 
that  the  pretended  Patriots  had  imposed  upon  the  public. 
It  is  my  Duty  to  ward  off  the  Danger,  &  I  shall  continue 
to  do  so  in  everry  case  which  requires  it,  in  spight  of  all 
calumny  &  falshood  whatsoever.  I  have  in  all  such 
cases  acted  the  same  part  in  different  Provinces  &  I  am 
Confident  the  Public  will  applaud  my  Conduct.  I  beleive 
if  ever  the  Indian  Affairs  are  managed  upon  the  old  Plan, 
the  principles  will  be  adopted  which  first  caused  their 
defection  from  our  Interest,  laid  them  open  to  the  bribery 
of  the  French,  &  oblidged  us  to  fall  into  the  Same  method 
to  effect  our  purposes,  which  with  a  former  Gener13  Com- 
missions for  Capts  on  Capts  Pay  &ca  have  made  such  a 
change  in  the  Indians  that  nothing  can  be  now  effected 
without  great  largesses  &  expence,  in  so  much  that  all  the 
Bull  feasts  ever  given  at  Albany  would  not  now  draw 
down  Ten  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations,  nor,  would  all  the 
Managers  understanding  keep  them  in  peace  at  home, 
even  tho  they  knew  that  a  War  would  prove  their  de- 
struction. Before  I  conclude  it  is  necessary  for  me  to 
inform  You,  that  the  Oneidaes  have  represented  their 
desire  to  know  whether  any,  and  w1  Lands  are  claimed  in 
their  Country,  which  you  know  is  Westward  of  the  Ger- 
man Flatts.  this  was  partly  occasioned  by  their  remarks 
on  Kayadarusseras,  &  partly  because  a  German  has  set- 
tled lately  at  Orisco  whose  House  they  would  have 
burned,  but  that  I  forbade  them ;  this  leads  me  to  observe 
that  formerly  there  were  many  fraudulent  grants  ob- 
tained, with  which  tho  the  Indians  might  not  be  unac- 
quainted, yet  as  the  Patentees  Judged  it  prudent  to 
neglect  settling  or  making  any  use  of  them,  the  Indians 
(as  I  have  heard  them  declare  a  thousand  times)  con- 
cluded that  no  advantage  would  have  been  made  of  them, 
or  at  least  of  more  than  a  small  part,  &  therefore  neg- 
lected concerning  themselves  about  them,  'till  some  steps 
were  taken  wh  convinced  them  of  the  contrary,  add  to  this 
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that  sometimes  a  few  Indians  have  signed  a  Deed  for 
Lands  which  they  had  no  right  to  convey,  and  therefore 
kept  their  transactions  private,  to  prevent  ye  resentment 
of  the  rest,  which  I  have  known  them  to  feel  on  Sevr1 
occasions  of  that  nature.  I  cannot  determine  what  to  do 
ab1  Kayadarusseras,  because  of  the  great  uncertainty  of 
its  Issue  at  Common  Law,  which  does  not  appear  calcu- 
lated to  make  a  proper  decision  between  Whites  &  In- 
dians, because  tho  the  fraud  may  be  perceptible,  as  well 
as  the  necessity  for  Vacating,  the  Patent  may  neverthe- 
less be  good  in  Law,  and  if  it  be  deemed  so,  which  I  should 
not  be  surprised  at,  it  had  better  never  to  have  been  un- 
dertaken. A  fraud  it  certainly  is,  and  such  it  is  univer- 
sally considered  by  the  whole  Six  Nations,  &  therefore  I 
know  them  too  well,  to  imagine  the  nice  Points  on  which 
its  validity  might  be  considered,  would  prove  any  ways 
satisfactory  to  them  for  these  reasons,  must  beg  leave  to 
submit  it  farther  to  your  consideration,  whether  a  Suit 
should  be  undertaken,  or  that  it  rest  until  his  Majestys 
pleasure  be  known. 

With  regard  to  the  Oneidaes  request,  I  shall  be  glad  to 
hear  from  you,  whatever  Tracts  may  admit  of  any  Dis- 
pute, I  shall  use  all  the  endeavours  I  can  to  accommodate 
them  because  I  apprehend  they  are  neither  so  extensive 
or  so  scituated  as  to  affect  the  Oneidaes  in  any  great  De- 
gree, &  that  I  shall  always  be  desireous  to  shew  that  I 
have  the  Interest  of  the  Public  as  much  at  heart  as  any 
pretended  Patriot  whatsoever. 

I  am  with  great  Esteem 
Sir  Your  most  obedient  Humble  Serv* 

Wm.  Johnson 

P.S.  enclosed  you  have  the  treaty 
of  Peace  with  ye  Delawares.  this 
moment  heard  that  my  Interpreter 
from  Niagra  will  be  here  in  a  day 
or  two  wth  ab*  20  Ottawaes  &ca 
on  business 

The  Hon*>ie 

Lieu1  Govr  Colden 
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From  John  Tabor  Kempe 
Sir 

Pursuant  to  your  Commands  I  have  considered  the 
Paper  directed  to  the  Printer,  and  published  in  the  New 
York  Gazette  of  the  16th  Inst:  and  think  the  Author  & 
publisher  punishable.    I  have  the  Honor  to  be 
Sr 

Your  most  obedient  &  most  humble  SeiV 

J.  T.  Kempe 

New  York  May  31st  1765 
Lieut.  Govr  Colden 


Alexander  Colden  to  Sir  William  Johnson 

New  York  June  1st  1765 
DrSir 

I  did  my  Self  the  pleasure  of  writting  to  you  last 
Monday  by  the  post  acquainting  you  Hermanus,  & 
Joseph,  were  Just  Landed  from  London,  That  the  Captn 
of  the  Vessel  had  deliver 'd  them  to  me  (the  Govr  being 
out  of  Town)  with  a  letter  from  the  Lords  of  Trade  which 
I  had  Sent  by  Express  to  the  Govr.  Since  I  have  recd  the 
Gov1"8  orders  to  Send  them  to  you  with  some  proper  person 
to  attend  them.  No  Sloop  has  Sailed  Since  or  should 
have  Sent  them  Sooner.  I  have  had  them  in  Private 
Lodgings  &  Now  Send  them  under  care  of  one  Mr  Pres- 
ton who  says  he  is  an  Indian  Officer  in  yr  pay,  &  one 
who  Darlington  says  I  may  rely  upon.  His  Orders  is  to 
take  them  up  imediately  to  you  on  their  Landing  at 
Albany  and  never  Suffer  any  one  to  Speak  to  them  but  in 
his  presence  I  have  order'd  fresh  Provissions  on  board 
to  use  on  their  Passage,  and  half  Gall,  wine,  all  which  I 
have  paid,  as  also  their  Lodgings  &  passages  up  to  Albany. 
The  Indians  told  me  they  had  a  Demand  of  100  Dollars 
Each  on  Myers,  whereupon  Mr  Ogilvie  &  I  went  to  Myers 
with  the  Indians  but  Myers  being  afraid  of  being  Arrested 
by  his  Creditors  would  not  Suffer  us  to  Speak  to  him.    I 
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then  told  one  Mr  Simpson  what  the  Indians  Said,  who 
went  to  Myers  &  for  Answer  sent  me  the  Inclosed  Card. 
I  order'd  Preston  to  go  with  the  Indians  to  Myers  to  let 
them  hear  what  he  said  in  regard  to  the  Demand  they 
had  on  him,  but  have  not  Seen  Preston  Since,  He  will 
inform  you  what  he  has  done  in  that  affair 

My  Father  mentioned  in  his  letter  to  me  that  you  had 
wrote  to  him  about  the  Survey  of  your  land.  I  should 
have  done  Something  in  it  long  before  this  but  expected 
Daily  to  hear  from  you  on  that  head.  Mr  Vrooman  hav- 
ing wrote  me  last  March  he  had  Sent  you  his  Draft  a 
Copy  of  what  he  Sent  me  By  which  youll  See  I  have  no 
lines  laid  Down  but  what  he  Actually  ran,  the  Traverse 
of  Caieharonda  or  Canada  Creek  &  of  the  Canada  Creek 
at  the  German  flatts  &  the  Traverse  of  the  Mohawks 
Rivers  by  Mr  Fry.  I  imagined  from  what  Vrooman 
Noted  in  his  field  Book  you  would  have  had  a  further 
Survey  and  Continued  the  first  line  he  ran  from  Caje- 
haronda  on  Canada  Creek  N  58  deg8  West  till  it  had  hit 
the  other  Canada  Creek  which  would  have  been  one 
Streight  line  for  your  rear  line  as  the  Indians  he  says  had 
agreed  it  should  be  when  he  was  with  you  at  the  Castle, 
&  that  you  would  have  Caused  the  Canada  Creek  from 
where  that  Streight  line  would  have  hit  it  to  be  traverssed 
to  the  place  Vrooman  had  hit  it  at  For  want  of  knowing 
the  Distance  it  is  on  a  Streight  line  between  the  two 
Creeks  on  the  Course  N  58  W  &  the  traverse  of  the  Creek 
I  could  not  lay  Down  that  line  nor  make  owt  the  qty  of 
Land  that  would  be  Included.  However  as  the  Govr  has 
now  desired  me  to  make  out  a  Map  in  the  best  Manner  I 
can  I  will  set  about  it  imediately  &  hope  to  have  it  ready 
in  two  days  time  for  him  &  shall  give  him  the  Contents 
of  the  tract  Vrooman  has  Surveyd  which  is  all  I  can  do 
at  present.  Noteing  that  the  Indians  has  consented  yr 
rear  line  should  be  one  Continued  Streight  line  as  Vroo- 
man first  began  to  run  The  Govr  will  write  to  you  again 
on  this  head  by  Mr  Banyar  who  Sets  out  for  Albany  next 
Tuesday.    Lord  Adam  Gordon  &  Lady  Susan  Obrien  I 
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beleive  Set  Out  for  Albany  at  the  same  time  the  Sloop  is 
setting  up  for  them. 

I  pray  My  Complts  to  your  Sons  &  famillys  and  am 
DrSr 
Yr 

Most  obed1  humble  Serv* 

Sr  Wm  Johnson  ALEXr  COLDEN 


From  Francis  Bernard 
gr  Boston  June  1,  1765 

The  bearer  of  this  Mr  Story  (a  justice  of  the  peace  of 
this  Town  &  Registrar  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty)  waits 
upon  you  to  solicit  a  confirmation  of  two  Grants  of  Town- 
ships of  the  Names  of  Stockbridge  &  Bernard,  granted 
by  the  Governor  of  New  Hampshire  on  the  West  Side  of 
the  River  Connecticut  within  the  then  reputed  boun- 
daries of  New  Hampshire.  The  Grantees,  of  which  Mr 
Story  is  the  cheif  &  the  general  agent,  have  been  at  a 
large  expense  in  taking  up  the  Grant,  in  surveying  the 
land  &  laying  out  lots  for  settling;  &  have  enterd  into 
engagements  for  setting  the  lots  so  laid  out :  which  would 
have  been  carried  into  execution  before  now,  if  it  had  not 
been  prevented  by  the  alteration  of  the  boundaries  of  the 
two  Governments;  an  apprehension  of  which  has  pre- 
vailed above  a  year  ago,  &  has  necessarily  delayed  the  Ex- 
ecution of  all  proposals  for  settling  those  townships. 

As  I  suppose  this  new  Arrangement  will  not  impeach 
the  property  which  has  been  acquired  under  the  Govern- 
ment of  New  Hampshire,  I  presume  the  Grantees  will  be 
at  liberty  to  perform  the  terms  of  their  grants  under  your 
Government  &  thereby  perfect  their  property  therein; 
without  or  with  new  Grants  under  the  Seal  of  New  York. 
In  either  case,  the  favour  you  shall  show  to  Mr  Story  will 
be  considered  as  an  obligation  to  myself. 

I  am,  with  great  regard, 

Sr  Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

The  Honorable  FRA.  BERNARD 

L1    G0Vr    COLDEN 
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From  Sir  William  Johnson 

Johnson  Hall  June  20th  1765 
Dear  Sir 

I  have  had  your  favours  of  the  27th  Ult°  and  1st  of  this 
Ins1.,  the  former  relating  to  the  2  Inds  who  came  from 
England.  My  letters  from  the  Lords  of  Trade  by  them 
contained  the  Resolutions  of  the  House  of  Lords  on  y* 
Subject  and  I  shall  acquaint  the  Indians  of  his  Majestys 
treatment  &  Protection  afforded  to  those  Indians  who 
arrived  safe  here  a  few  days  ago. 

I  have  had  Lord  Adam  Gordon  &  Lady  Susan  OBryen 
&  her  Husband  here,  the  Two  latter  spoke  to  me  a  good 
deal,  on  the  Subject  of  their  Land  in  so  much  that  from 
the  Hint  you  gave  me  in  your  last,  &  some  other  points  I 
took  notice  of,  I  have  proposed  to  him,  that  if  He  fails  in 
his  projects  in  other  Quarters,  I  should  procure  an  Addi- 
tional Tract  to  that  of  mine  at  Conajohare,  which  I 
should  divide  with  him,  provided  his  Majesty  would 
grant  the  Whole.  As  I  apprehend  their  Connections  at 
home  can  verry  easily  procure  this,  I  realy  dont  know  a 
better  step  to  take  than  to  interest  them  therein,  at  the 
same  time  I  shewed  him  my  Deed  for  the  part  already 
surveyed,  and  Assured  him  that  in  case  the  Government 
did  not  think  proper  to  grant  the  only  favour  I  ever  asked 
I  was  persuaded  the  Indians  would  always  consider  it  as 
mine  &  that  therefore  no  other  Settlement  would  be  made 
upon  it.  I  can  without  much  difficulty  I  think  obtain  a 
good  addition  to  this  Tract  from  the  Oneidaes,  which 
divided  will  leave  sufficient  for  me,  &  for  what  I  formerly 
proposed  to  you. 

As  the  Noble  Persons  you  mean  seem  to  have  cast 
their  Eyes  on  this  part  of  the  Country,  they  might  know 
many  obstacles  in  the  way  of  my  obtaining  it,  but  after 
what  I  have  proposed  I  imagine  they  will  rest  satisfied, 
for  they  certainly  will  not  attempt  to  take  away  the  In- 
dians Lands  without  their  consent  which  I  am  verry  cer- 
tain they  cannot  obtain,  unless  they  close  with  my  pro- 
posal, I  shall  be  glad  to  know  w1  you  think  of  the  Step  I 
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have  taken.  I  am  extremely  thankfull  to  you  for  the 
manner  in  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  represent  the 
Affair  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  &  I  leave  you  to  consider 
what  farther  should  be  done  about  it,  possibly  they  may 
be  induced  at  home  to  make  me  the  Grant  without  far- 
ther hesitation,  if  not,  the  Step  I  have  taken  promises  the 
Secureing  a  verry  Handsome  Tract. 

The  Shawanese  &ca  have  behaved  verry  well  at  the 
late  Congresses  at  Fort  Pitt,  their  Deputys  are  now  on 
their  way  to  treat  with  me,  &  Mr  Croghan  after  having 
engaged  them  &  the  other  Neighbouring  Indians  to  give 
Him  their  Assistance  on  his  intended  Journey,  has  set  out 
for  the  Illinois  the  14th  Ulto  Accompanied  by  their  Cheifs. 
I  fear  Mr  Frasier  was  in  too  great  a  hurry,  &  that  he  has 
fallen  a  Sacrifice  as  there  part  goes,  on  Ace"  of  his  having 
marched  before  the  Inds  consent  was  obtained. 

Mr  Croghans  Journey  seems  to  promise  Success,  if  not 
overset  thro  the  Licentious  Conduct  of  the  back  Inhabit- 
ants of  Pensilvania  &ca  who  unless  Speedily  checked,  will 
involve  us  in  a  Worse  War  than  the  former  by  raising  a 
Generall  Confederacy  of  Indians  against  Us.  I  must 
apologize  for  not  answering  yr  Sons  Letter  by  this  Post 
on  Acctt  of  my  Hurry  with  the  Chippawaes  &ca  whom  I 
am  dispatching  with  Belts  &  Messages  to  Pondiac  &  the 
Westeren  Nations.  I  am  with  great  truth  &  Esteem 
Dear  Sir 
Your  most  Sincere  Welwisher  &  Humble  Servant 

Wm.  Johnson 

P.S.  One  of  my  Interpreters  is 
Just  arrived  from  the  Chenussio  Country 
&  tells  me  the  Senecas  &  Delawares  have 
delivered  up  everry  Prisr.  wh  was  amgst 
them,  even  ye  Children  got  by  the  Inds 
that  they  will  be  here  in  3  or  4  Days, 
as  will  also  the  Shawanese  &ca  whom  he 
passed  at  Cayuga.    So  that  all  goes  on 
well,  if  not  overset  by  some  of  Us. 

The  Honble 
L1  Gov1"  Colden 
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From  Jeffery  Amherst 
D       gir  Whitehall  21st  June  1765 

Lt  Colonel  Robertson  has  delivered  me  your  favour  of 
the  3d  May,  and  has  given  me  a  full  Account  of  the  Sit- 
uation of  Affairs  at  New  York :  I  would  not  omitt  seizing 
the  first  occasion  of  returning  you  my  thanks  for  your 
letter,  and  this  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Captain  Davis, 
who  is  to  call  for  it  to  morrow  as  I  shall  be  out  of  Town. 
For  some  few  days  past  a  General  change  in  the  Ministry 
has  been  expected,  but  I  question  whether  any  Part  will 
be  known  before  Captain  Davis  sets  out,  if  it  should  be 
declared,  he  will  give  you  a  full  Account  of  it. 

General  Monckton  seems  very  happy  with  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Berwick,  &  I  am  told  Sr  Moore  succeeds  him 
in  the  Government  of  New  York.  I  shall  be  glad  of 
every  occasion  you  will  give  me  to  prove  to  you  the 
regard  and  Esteem  with  which  I  am  Dear  Sir 

Your  most  Humble  and  most  Obedient  Servant 

Jeff.  Amherst 

P.S.    My  Compliments 
wait  on  your  Sons  and 
Family.  J.A. 

The  Honourable 
L*  Governor  Colden 


From  Peter  Collinson 

Capt.  Davis  the  Bearer  is  So  Obligeing  as  to  call  for 
any  Dispatches  I  may  have  for  my  F"ds  at  New  York  but 
His  Notice  is  So  Short  that  I  can  only  putt  Pen  to  paper 
to  Satisfie  the  Love  &  Respect  I  have  for  my  Dear  Friend 

It  gives  mee  concern  to  See  our  Unsetledness  at  the 
Helm  under  Such  Perturbations  the  Publick  Weal  must 
Suffer.  The  Amor  Patriae  Seems  to  have  too  Little  Share 
in  these  Contests,  But  Courtiers  Jockeying  one  another 
to  Gett  the  most  Lucrative  Employments 

You'l  think  Mee  very  Happy  in  haveing  our  Common 
Good  frd  Ben  Franklin  to  pass  a  few  Days  with  Mee  in 
the  Country 
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In  our  Temperate  Cupps  Wee  pour  a  Libation  to  the 
Memory  of  our  Worthy  Frd  the  Govr  of  N.  York  wishing 
Him  Health  &  prosperity 

I  am  with  Cordial  Esteem 

Yr  affectionate  Friend 
June  24:  1765  P.  Collinson 

[Indorsed] 

To  the 

Honble 

Cadwallader  Colden  Esqr 

Governor  of  New  York 

W  Cap.  Davis 


From  Sir  William  Johnson 
j.       q.  Johnson  Hall  July  5th  1765 

It  is  some  days  since  I  had  the  favour  of  yours  of  the 
13th  Ult°.,  altho  I  could  not  get  time  to  Answer  it  till  now. 

The  Shawanese  Delawares  &  Mingoes  are  arrived  here 
in  order  to  enter  into  a  peace,  the  former  lately  delivered 
up  44  Prisoners  to  Mr  Croghan  Just  before  his  departure 
from  Fort  Pitt  for  the  Illinois,  whither  some  of  each 
Nation  have  accompanied  him 

The  Delawares  of  Susquahana,  &  the  Chenussios  have 
also  in  pursuance  of  their  Treaty  in  May  deliver  [ed]  to 
me  25  Prisoners  which  remained  in  their  hands  &  I  have 
sent  Wabbicomonicot  the  Chippawae  Cheif  wth  a  party  of 
Sd  Nation,  and  an  Interpreter  to  ye  Westeren  Na[tions] 
with  Belts  from  me,  and  others  from  all  ye  Inds  in  these 
Parts  to  acquaint  them  that  Peace  being  now  established 
here,  whatever  Nation  excites  fresh  troubles  can  expect 
[no]  favour,  &  will  even  be  attacked  by  the  rest,  this,  I 
hav[e]  in  my  Message  to  the  Westward  greatly  enlarged 
upon,  &  intimated  the  dislike  the  6  Nations  have  for 
them,  wh  wi[ll]  widen  the  breach  between  them,  a  Con- 
duct I  always  [torn]  &  on  the  other  hand  I  treat  sepa- 
rately with  them,  &  let  th[em]  have  as  little  to  say  with 
the  rest  as  possible,  I  even  make  a  distinction  amongst 
the  6  Nations  themselves,  by  alarming  the  lower  Nations 
with  the  ambition  of  the  Senecas.  I  am  determined  occa- 
sionally to  hold  General  Conferences  to  the  Westward  as 
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soon  as  enabled,  whilst  my  Deputys  in  their  Several  Dis- 
tricts, treat  wth  each  Nation  separately,  this  System  sup- 
ported by  proper  Persons  to  reside  at  the  principal  Out 
Posts  continually  will  I  hope  be  a  means  of  securing 
peace  &  tranquility. 

I  am  much  oblidged  to  you  for  ye  freindly  Manner  in 
which  you  have  communicated  your  Sentiments  on  these 
Subjects,  &  happy  that  they  agree  so  perfectly  with  my 
own. 

I  have  laid  before  the  Atty  Genr1  ye  heads  of  the  charge 
against  Kayadarusseras,  &  desired  his  opinion  which  I 
hope  shortly  to  receive. 

In  my  last  I  wrote  you  w1  passed  between  Mr  OBrien 
&  myself  concerning  the  Land,  &  requested  yr  thoughts 
thereon,  and  I  am  extremely  thankful!  to  You  for  the  let- 
ter You  Sent  to  London,  &  the  terms  in  which  it  was 
couched. 

I  shall  send  Mr.  Banyar  by  this  or  ye  next  Post  my 
Certificate  concerning  the  Grant  at  ye  back  of  the  German 
Flatts,  the  Pattentees  in  taking  up  the  Pattent  left  out 
an  Interval  of  7000  Acres  included  in  ye  Indn  purchase  & 
vested  in  the  Crown,  for  5000,  of  w\,  Conradt  Frank  & 
others  petitioned,  &  the  Pattent  is  I  find  to  be  obtained 
on  my  Certificate  the  remaining  2000,  I  could  wish  Cap* 
Johnson  had  for  his  location,  as  no  difficulty  will  be 
raised  by  anybody  here,  &  therefore  I  presume  you  may 
be  able  to  settle  that  Matter,  I  have  accordingly  certi- 
fied the  Vacancy. 

I  am  with  ye  most  perfect  Esteem 

Dear  Sir 
Your  most  Obedient  &  most  Humble  Servant 

t>  a     a  r     e  r>        i  Wm.   JOHNSON 

P.S.  Some  of  ye  People 
concerned  in  ye  Kayadarusseras 
Pattent  have  been  lately  here 
making  proposals  to  little 
purpose,  they  are  to  send 
[torn]  them  in  Writing  from  York 

[Indorsed] 

The  Honble 
Liei^  GovT  Colden 
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From  Thomas  Gage 
gir  New  York  July  8th  1765 

I  have  had  the  Honer  of  your  Letter  of  this  Date, 
and  agreeable  to  your  Desire,  I  shall  order  a  company  of 
His  Majesty's  Troops  to  New  York  to  garrison  Fort 
George  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  Regard, 
Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

Thos  Gage 

Honble  Lieu1  Gov1"  Colden 


From  Henry  Seymour  Conway 
g.  St.  James's  12th  July  1765 

The  King  having  been  graciously  pleased  upon  the 
Resignation  of  the  Earl  of  Halifax,  to  deliver  to  me  the 
Seals  for  the  Southern  Department,  I  take  the  First  Op- 
portunity of  notifying  the  same  to  you ;  &  am  to  acquaint 
You  by  His  Majesty's  Command,  that  your  Dispatches 
are  to  be  henceforward  directed  to  me,  which  I  shall 
punctually  lay  before  the  King,  and  shall  not  fail  from 
Time  to  Time  to  transmit  to  you,  such  Orders  as  I  may 
have  the  Honour  to  receive  from  His  Majesty  upon  them. 
I  am 
Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

H.  S.  Conway 

Cadwallader  Colden  Esqr: 
Lieut.  Governor  of  New  York 


From  Thomas  Gage 
gir  New  York  July  18th  1765 

There  has  lately  been  sent  down  here  from  the  Goal  of 
Albany,  one  Eyre,  a  German,  taken  some  years  ago,  from 
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Virginia  by  the  Indians ;  he  had  been  in  Arms  against  us, 
and  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  found  means  to  get  him  taken,  and 
lodged  him  in  the  Goal  of  Albany,  where  he  has  lain  near 
Eighteen  Months.  He  has  never  been  brought  to  Tryal, 
or  can  I  learn  what  Evidence  there  is  against  him.  I 
imagine  they  were  tired  of  keeping  him  at  Albany,  which 
was  the  Reason  of  sending  him  here  in  company  with  a 
Negro  who  has  cohabited  a  long  Time  with  the  Indians, 
I  intend  to  send  the  latter  to  the  West  Indies,  as  he  is 
reported  to  be  a  very  dangerous  Fellow,  and  has  done  us 
a  great  deal  of  Mischief.  Eyre  is  likewise  reported  to  have 
done  us  much  harm  and  threatened  to  return  to  the  In- 
dians again;  but  I  can  do  nothing  with  him,  and  must 
deliver  him  over  to  the  Civil  Power.  I  would  therefore 
beg  of  you  to  send  your  Orders  about  him,  but  apprehend 
you  will  not  be  able  to  do  any  Thing  with  him  for  want 
of  proper  Evidence,  and  that  he  must  be  discharged  from 
his  Confinement.  If  he  is  properly  talked  to,  and  put  in  a 
way  to  get  his  Livelihood  he  may  change  his  mind  of 
returning  to  the  Savages  and  remain  in  the  inhabited 
Country,  But  I  don't  know,  to  prevent  any  bad  Designs 
in  him,  whether  you  would  approve  of  his  being  given  to 
some  of  the  King's  ships.  I  am 
With  great  Regard  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

Thos.  Gage 

Honble  Lieut.  Govr  Colden 


Account  of  Fees  due  to  his  Honour  the  Lieutenant  Governor  from  the 

Secretary's  Office,  from  19th  July  to  12th  November  1765 

both  days  inclusive. 


To  Fees  of  135  Lycences  of  Marriage  at  10/ 
To  ditto  28  European  Let  passes  at  10/ 
To  ditto        74  West  India  at    6/ 

To  ditto        97  Coasting  at    2/ 

To  ditto        27  probates  Wills  at  10/ 

To  ditto        12  Administrations  at  10/ 


£67 
14 

10 

22 

4 

9 

14 

13 

10 

6 

£132 


18 
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Dr  The  Honoble  Cadwallader  Colden  Esqr.  his  Account  with 
Goldsbrow  Banyar  O 


1765 
Novemr 

16"» 
12tb 

To  Cash  paid  Mr  D.  Colden  as  ffi  Rec* 
To             paid  an  Express   (Sept.   14) 
Ball.   Due 

By  Ball,  of  former  Acco* 

By  Fees  due  from  the  Secretary's  Office  from 

19    July    1765    to    this    Day    as    <£9    Account 

£200 

1 

37 

4 
6 

10 

12 

18 
10 

9 

1765 

Novemr 

£238 

£105 

132 

£238 

9 
9 

9 

Sir 


From  John  Tabor  Kempe 


Yesterday  I  received  an  abstract  containing  some  of 
the  Reasons  offered  to  your  Honor  by  Messrs  Oliver  De- 
Lancey,  and  John  Morin  Scott,  against  granting  to  Mr 
McDonald  the  Lands  sollicited  by  him;  and  also  your 
Honors  Commands  (after  perusing  the  Record  of  the 
Governor's  Commission,  and  particularly  the  Clause 
therein,  referred  to  by  your  Honor),  to  give  you  my 
Opinion  " Whether  the  Governor  can  legally  grant  Lands 
"in  pursuance  of  his  Majesty's  Order  in  Privy  Council, 
"without  the  Consent  of  the  Council  of  New  York." 

I  have  perused  the  Abstract  above  mentioned,  and  the 
Record  of  the  Governors  Commission,  and  tho  I  am  of 
Opinion  that  in  Common  Cases  the  Governor  cannot 
grant  the  Crown  Lands  without  the  Advice  of  the  Coun- 
cil; yet  I  think  that  whenever  his  Majesty  pleases 
(agreable  to  either  of  the  Methods  mentioned  in  the 
Clause  of  the  Governor's  Commission  referred  to  by  your 
Honor)  to  order  the  Governor  to  grant  Lands  without  the 
Advice  of  the  Council  of  New  York,  that  the  Governor 
may  legally  grant  them  in  Pursuance  of  the  Royal  Order. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 
Sir 
Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  Servant 

J.  T.  Kempe 
New  York  27th  July  1765 

To  the  Lieut.  Governor 
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From  John  Tabor  Kempe 
Sir 

I  did  not  intend  in  my  Letter  of  27th  that  it  was  neces- 
sary the  Kings  Order  should  expressly  direct,  the  Gov- 
ernor to  grant  without  taking  the  Advice  of  the  Council 
of  New  York,  in  order  to  make  it  legal  for  the  Governor 
so  to  Grant,  conceiving  if  the  Order  manifestly  implied 
it,  It  would  sufficiently  authorize  the  Governor  so  to  do. 

The  Question  you  now  propose  is  "Whether  the  King 
"by  his  Order  in  Council  directing  the  Governor  to  grant 
"Ten  thousand  Acres  of  Land  to  Lieutenant  James 
"McDonald  has  empowered  the  Governor  to  Grant  the 
"same  without  the  Consent  of  the  Council  of  New  York." 

This  Question  respecting  the  legal  Operation  of  the 
Royal  Order  as  connected  with  the  Governors  Powers  in 
his  Commission,  is  much  more  difficult  to  be  answered 
precisely,  than  the  last;  because  it  may  admit  of  some 
doubt,  whether  the  Order  intends  to  alter,  in  this  In- 
stance, the  Mode  of  granting  Lands,  prescribed  in  the 
Governors  Commission,  or  not,  But  having  carefully 
considered  the  Order,  I  incline  to  think  it  empowers  him 
to  grant  the  Lands  to  Mr  McDonald  without  the  Consent 
of  the  Council  of  New  York 

I  am 
Sir 
Your  most  obedient  &  most  humble  Servant 

J.  T.  Kempe 
New  York  30th  July  1765 

GOV1"   COLDEN 


From  Sir  William  Johnson 

Johnson  Hall  August  15th  1765 
Dear  Sir 

I  have  not  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  from  you  since 
June,  my  last  was  of  the  5th  Ulto  wherein  amongst  other 
Matters,  I  mentioned  to  You  my  having  Sent  Mr  Banyar 
my  Certificate  concerning  the  grant  near  the  German 
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Flatts,  in  which  the  Pattentees  not  having  Included  a 
Certain  2000  A[cre]s,  I  requested  it  for  Cap1  Johnsons 
Location,  and  also  Certified  that  it  being  included  in  the 
original  Purchase  the  Indians  had  no  Claim  thereto  I 
shall  be  much  oblidged  to  You,  if  you'l  let  me  know 
whether  it  is  settled  agreable  to  my  Wishes. 

I  have  no  late  letters  from  Home,  but  Just  this  Mo- 
ment received  a  Packquet  from  Detroit  enclosing  me 
letters  from  Mr  Croghan  my  Deputy  Dated  at  Wawiagh- 
tanon  on  the  Wabache  July  12th,  Informing  me  that  in 
June  He  with  the  Shawanese  &ca  who  Accompanied  him 
were  attacked  by  80  Kickapous  &  Mascoutens  (on  the 
Ohio  near  Wabache)  who  killed  Two  Whitemen,  three 
Shawanese  Cheifs,  &  wounded  Mr  Croghan  &  everry  one 
of  his  party  that  Survived,  after  wh  they  were  carried 
Prisoners  to  Wawiaghtanon  where  the  Indians  knowing 
him  severely  rebuked  the  rest,  &  on  the  Arrival  of  some 
Twightees  with  whom  he  has  much  Interest  his  Wounds 
were  taken  care  of,  &  he  and  the  party  released  who 
were  to  proceed  for  Illinois  in  two  days,  where,  by  let- 
ters he  sent  me,  they  expected  he  would  be  able  to  settle 
all  Matters.  The  Kickapous  &ca  declared  when  they 
attacked  him,  that  they  did  it  at  the  desire  of  their 
Father  (i.e.  the  French)  but  afterwards  sensible  of  their 
Error  have  earnestly  begged  he  would  be  a  Mediator  be- 
tween them  &  the  Shawanese  &  Six  Nations  whose  re- 
sentment they  dread,  &  that  not  wto  out  reason  if  a  proper 
use  is  made  of  this  Affair. 

Mr  Hugh  Fraser  late  Lieu1  in  Co1  Frasers  Regiment, 
who  brought  over  last  year  Persons  from  Scotland,  who 
are  all  industrious  People,  has  requested  I  would  repre- 
sent to  you  his  case,  &  the  Expence  he  has  been  at  in  a 
first  Attempt  of  that  nature,  which  he  presumes  may  en- 
title him  to  apply  for  a  grant  of  100  Acres  of  Land  for 
each  of  his  People,  &  something  more  for  himself,  in 
which  case  he  says  he  will  use  his  endeavours  to  bring 
over  more  of  his  Countrymen  from  the  Encouragement 
he  may  receive,  all  which  I  take  the  liberty  of  Submitting 
to  your  Consideration. 
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Several  of  the  Partners  concerned  in  ye  Tract,  ad- 
joining that  of  Coghnawagey  called  Governeurs  Pattent, 
in  which  I  am  also  concerned,  are  extremely  desireous  to 
have  the  Same  run  to  a  ascertain  Several  bounds  in  Dis- 
pute, but  meeting  with  opposition  from  some  others  con- 
cerned who  have  some  Interest  in  opposing  it,  have 
begged  I  would  apply  for  a  Warrant,  of  Survey,  or  what- 
ever else  may  be  judged  necessary  to  oblidge  the  unwill- 
ing to  Submit  to  a  Survey.  I  shall  therefore  be  glad  to 
hear  from  you  on  this  Head  also. 
I  am  with  the  most  cordial  Esteem 
Dear  Sir 

Your  most  Obedient  Humble  Servant 

Wm.  Johnson 

The  Honble 

Lt.  Governour  Colden 


Copies  of  Depositions  relative  to  Maratanza  Pond, 
Ulster  County 

John  Graham's  Deposition 

Ulster  1  PERSONALLY  appeard  before  me  Levi 
County  J  'Pawling  Esq1":  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  for  said  County  John 
Graham  being  Duely  sworn  Deposeth  and 
saith  that  about  Thirty  Four  Years  ago  he 
was  with  Cap1  John  Bayard  at  Minnisink, 
when  the  said  Cap1  Bayard  and  Jacobus 
Swarthort  of  Minnisink  being  in  Conversa- 
tion, at  the  house  of  said  Swarthort,  he  this 
Deponent  heard  the  said  Jacobus  Swarthort 
say  to  the  said  Bayard  you  say  the  Maratangie 
Pond  lyes  on  the  mountains  North  East  of 
Mamacating,  But  I  say  here  lyes  Maratangie 
Pond  upon  the  Mountain  Just  up  here  Point- 
ing to  the  Eastward  and  further  saith  not. 

Sworn  before  me  the  27  Day  ) 
of  August  1765  S 
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Cornelius  Dubois'  Deposition 

Ulster  \     PERSONALLY   appeared   before    me    Levi 

County  J  'Pauling  Esqr  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  for  the  County  of  Ulster 
Cornelius  Dubois  Esqr  who  being  Duely 
Sworn  Deposeth  and  Saith  that  as  he  has  been 
Informed,  both  his  Fathers  Mother  and  his 
Mothers  Mother,  were  taken  Captives  by  the 
Esopus  Indians  in  ye  former  War  With  those 
Indians,  with  two  Boys  Sons  of  his  Fathers 
Mother  that  they  Remain'd  Captives  among 
the  Indians  so  long  as  that  the  Boys  talked 
Indian  when  they  Returned  that  this  Depo- 
nent often  hear'd  his  Uncle  Abraham  Du- 
boise  who  was  one  of  the  Boys  taken  Captive 
and  the  Father  of  this  Deponent  talk  about 
these  Times  and  in  thier  Conversation  he 
either  heard'  one  or  Both  of  them  say  that 
the  Murderers  Kill  was  the  bounds  between 
the  Esopus  Indians  &  Highland  Indians  & 
further  Saith  not 

Sworn  before  me  27  Day 

of  August  1765 


} 


Evert  Terwilliger's  Deposition 

PERSONALLY  appeared  before  me  Levi  Pauling 
Esqr:  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
for  the  County  of  Ulster  Evert  Terwilger  who  being  duely 
Sworn  Deposeth  &  saith  that  he  is  now  going  into  his 
eighty  first  year  of  his  age  that  he  Lived  at  &  near 
Shawengunk  all  his  Life  that  he  never  heard  of  any  pond 
lying  near  Shawengunk  on  the  mountains  called  Mara- 
tangie  till  after  one  Clowes  &  some  people  from  Goshen 
went  upon  the  mountains  to  Look  for  &  when  they  came 
back  they  said  they  had  found  out  the  Maratangie  &  that 
after  that  time  the  pond  near  Van  Keiwers  was  com- 
monly call'd  Maratangie  by  the  people  about  Shawen- 
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gunk  but  that  he  Does  not  Remember  how  long  that  was 
ago. 

This  Deponent  farther  saith  that  between  thirty  & 
fourty  years  ago  he  had  a  Long  Conversation  with  old 
Maringaman  the  Indian  that  this  Deponent  understand- 
ing Indian  Language  asked  the  said  Maringaman  if  the 
Indians  had  any  Bound  between  Nation  &  nation  or 
tribe  &  tribe  as  the  English  had  When  said  Indian  Said 
yes  they  had  that  this  Deponent  then  asked  how  far  the 
Esopus  Indians  Claimed  when  said  Maringaman  a  great 
way  above  Pecanasink  up  the  Kill  to  a  pond  on  the 
mountain  at  the  upper  end  of  the  Kill,  &  that  that  pond 
was  a  great  hunting  place  that  the  pond  lay  Surrounded 
in  a  meadow  that  beavers  used  to  make  a  great  Dam  at 
the  outlet,  That  if  the  Esopus  Indians  Came  there  first 
in  Hunting  Season  they  hunted  there  that  Season  &  if 
the  Minisink  Indians  came  after  them  they  Returned  & 
Left  the  hunting  to  the  Esopus  Indians  but  if  the  Mini- 
sink  Indians  were  there  first  they  turned  then  continued 
there  that  hunting  Season  &  the  Esopus  Indians  Re- 
turned &  that  pond  Maringaman  told  this  Deponent  was 
the  very  Right  &  true  Maratangie  pond  and  Further 
Saith  not 


Deposition  of  Hermanns  Rosakrans 

PERSONALLY  appear'd  before  me  Levi  Pauling 
Esqr  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for 
the  County  of  Ulster  Hermanus  Rosakrans  of  Rochester 
in  said  County  and  being  Duely  Sworn  Deposeth  and 
Saith  that  he  is  now  sixty  two  Years  of  Age  that  About 
forty  five  years  ago  when  he  was  a  young  man  his  Unkle 
Alexander  Rosakrans  who  was  a  Great  Hunter  told  him 
that  he  had  been  at  a  place  called  Cheechunck  and  at  the 
Drownded  Land  whear  their  was  great  Quantity  of  Wild 
Fowl  and  that  on  the  Mountain  between  the  Drownded 
Land  and  Minisink  thear  was  a  Pond  in  a  swamp  where 
the  Ducks  bred  their  Young  and  that  the  Indians  called 
the  same  Pond  Maratangie  and  that  this  Deponent  fre- 
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quently  after  heard  People  talk  of  the  Maratangie  Pond 
which  he  always  understood  to  be  that  Pond  described  to 
him  by  his  Unkle,  and  that  he  never  heard  the  Pond  that 
Lies  on  the  Same  Mountain  North  east  of  Mamacatting 
called  Maratangie  till  these  late  years  and  since  the  Dis- 
pute between  the  People  of  the  Wallkill  and  the  Proprie- 
tors of  Minisink  Patent,  that  he  Knows  Several  Ponds  on 
the  same  mountain  but  never  heard  Any  one  called 
Maratangie  but  that  one  between  the  Drownded  Land 
and  Minisink  till  late  years  as  aforesaid  &  further  said 
not 

Hermanus  Rosakrans 
Sworn  before  me 
this  27th  of  Augat  1765 
Levi  Powling 

Coppy 


Hendricus  Dubois'  Deposition 

Ulster  1  PERSONALLY  Appeared  before  Me  Levi 
County  J  'Pauling  Esq1"  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  for  the  County  of  Ulster 
Hendricus  Dubois  who  being  duely  Sworn 
Depose th  and  Saith  that  14  or  15  years  Ago 
an  Indian  called  Monhaw  being  at  the  House 
of  this  Deponant  and  his  Father  being  also 
there  who  Could  talk  the  Indian  Language, 
His  Father  asking  the  Said  Indian  how  far 
the  Esopus  Indians  Claimed  the  Right  of 
Hunting,  When  the  Said  Indian  Said  a  Great 
way  up  to  the  Head  of  Shawengunk  Kill  and 
that  there  was  a  Pond  on  the  Mountains 
called  Marratangie  which  was  a  Great  Hunt- 
ing Place  for  Beavers  and  that  that  was  the 
Division  between  the  Minisink  Indians  and 
the  Esopus  Indians,  that  then  the  Father  of 
this  Deponant  said  to  the  Indians  If  that  be 
Such  a  Great  Hunting  Place  and  the  Devision 
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how  do  you  Agree  about  the  Hunting  at  that 
Place,  that  the  Indian  then  Said  the  Tribe  or 
Nation  that  first  got  there  in  the  Hunting 
Season  hunted  there  that  Season  and  the 
Other  if  they  Came  After  them  Returned  & 
hunted  None  for  that  Season  at  that  Place 
and  if  both  Tribes  happen  to  Come  there  at 
one  and  the  Same  Time  they  both  then  left 
the  Place  without  Hunting  or  Catching  any 
Beaver  &  that  was  the  Laws  they  had  which 
they  never  Varied  from  or  words  to  that  Pur- 
pose as  the  Father  of  this  Deponant  at  that 
Time  told  him  and  Further  Saith  not. 

Hendricus  DuBois 

Sworn  before  me  this  27th  Day  of 

August  1765 

Levi  Powling 

Coppy 


} 


David  Davis'  Deposition 

David  Davis  being  Duely  Sworn  Deposeth  and  Saith 
that  he  is  75  years  of  age — that  in  the  Year  1712  he  Lived 
at  Warwick  in  Orange  County  with  Captn  Aske — that  at 
that  time  a  Great  Number  of  Indians  Lived  there  that 
he  often  heard  the  Indians  Speak  of  a  Pond  on  the  Moun- 
tain between  the  Drownded  Land  &  Minisink  which  they 
called  as  he  thinks  Camallo — that  some  time  after  being 
in  Company  with  Lawrance  Decker  who  understood  the 
Indian  Language  and  some  Indians  &  mentioning  the 
Name  of  the  Pond  the  Indians  &  Decker  Laugh'd  upon 
which  this  Deponan[t]  asked  Decker  what  they  Laugh'd 
when  Decker  said  it  was  at  the  Name  of  the  Pond  which 
Signify  a  Place  where  the  Young  Indians  &  their  Wives 
Mett  &  made  Merry — that  in  Perticular  an  Indian  Called 
George  who  Could  talk  English  told  this  Deponant  there 
was  a  Pond  on  the  Mountain  where  the  squa[w]s  went 
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for  Rushes  Called  Camallo  and  that  was  when  this  De- 
ponant  had  lived  about  two  years  with  Captn  Aske  that 
this  Deponant  went  to  Live  at  a  Place  Called  Wisheminy 
Near  Shawungunk  being  the  Place  where  Thomas  John- 
son now  lives  in  the  Year  1725  or  26  that  he  about  that 
time  had  been  at  a  Pond  Lying  on  the  Mountain  about 
west  from  where  he  then  Lived  in  Company  with  some 
others — that  he  did  not  hear  any  Name  in  Perticular 
given  to  that  Pond,  till  about  three  Years  after — that 
John  Everitt  of  Goshen  &  some  others  went  to  the  Pond 
and  in  their  way  their  they  Call'd  at  the  house  of  his  De- 
ponant and  asked  him  if  he  knew  of  a  Pond  on  the  Moun- 
tains— that  he  told  them  yes  he  did  know  of  two  or  three 
and  they  wanted  him  to  go  with  them  but  that  he  did 
no[t]  go,  that  not  Long  after  he  heard  that  Eviritt  &  the 
Company  that  was  with  him  Called  the  Pond  they  went 
to  Look  for  by  the  Name  of  Marratangie  and  that  after 
that  time  the  Pond  went  by  that  Name  Commonly 
among  his  Naghbours  when  they  spoke  of  it 

[August  27,  1765?] 


From  James  McEvers 

[August,  1765] 
Sir 

Since  the  Late  Riott  at  Boston,  &  the  Inflamatory 
Papers  lately  printed  in  the  Colonies,  People  of  this  City 
are  so  Incens'd  against  me  as  a  Distributor  of  Stamps, 
for  this  Province  that  I  find  it  will  be  Attended  with  the 
greatest  risque  of  my  Person  and  Fortune,  to  Attempt  & 
indeed  impossible  for  me  to  execute  the  Office  to  Prevent 
the  same  Cruel  Fate,  Mr  Oliver  met  with  at  Boston  (As 
I  had  Certain  information  from  Severall  of  my  particular 
Friends,  that  a  Storm  was  Rising,  and  I  should  Soon  feel 
it)  I  have  been  under  the  Necessity  of  declaring  that  I 
had  declin'd  the  office,  and  have  Accordingly  wrote  to  the 
Commissioners  Signifying  that  I  cannot  Submit  to  a 
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Service  that  will  be  Attended  with  very  dangerous  Con- 
sequences, upon  the  very  first  Attempt  to  officiate ;  I  now 
request  the  favour  of  your  Honour  that  the  Stamps  &c. 
On  their  Arrival  may  be  taken  under  your  care  and  pro- 
tection in  Fort  George,  that  you  may  if  you  think  proper, 
Appoint  some  Person  under  you  to  distribute  them,  as 
they  may  be  wanted,  So  that  his  Majestys  Revenue  may 
not  be  Lessen'd,  could  it  have  been  done  with  Safety,  I 
would  readily  have  received  the  Stamps,  &  distributed 
them  my  Self,  but  your  Honour  may  be  Assur'd,  from 
the  Information  I  have  had,  that  if  I  had  Attempted  it, 
my  House  would  have  been  Pillag'd,  my  Person  Abused 
and  his  Majestys  Revenue  Impair'd.  Thus  Scituated  I 
could  do  no  Less,  nor  am  I  able  to  do  more,  than  to  Ac- 
quaint you,  as  the  Chief  Majestrate  of  the  Country  of 
these  things;  that  you  may  on  this  emergency,  do  every 
thing,  that  may  be  Necessary,  for  the  Interest  of  the 
Crown,  &  the  Publick  Welfare,  which  the  Law  requires, 
untill  the  Commissioners  Shall  give  further  Directions. 
I  am 

Your  Honours,  Most  obed1  &  Hum  Serv* 

James  McEvers 

Received  friday  30th  of  Aug. 
[Indorsed] 

To 
The  Honoble  Cadwallaber  Colden  Esqr 
Lieutenant  Governour  of  the  Province  of 
New  York.  att  Flushing. 


From  Thomas  Gage 

New  York  August  31st  1765 
Sir, 

When  I  had  the  honor  of  seeing  you  last,  you  men- 
tioned that  you  might  have  occasion  to  demand  my  as- 
sistance for  the  Support  of  the  Civil  Power.  As  the 
Troops  are  at  a  great  Distance  and  a  good  deal  Dispersed, 
it  will  require  Time  to  collect  them.  I  would  therefore 
be  glad  if  you  think  there  is  occasion  for  it,  that  you 
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would  make  your  Requisition  in  proper  Time,  for  such 
Numbers  of  Men  as  you  judge  Necessary.  And  I  shall 
endeavor  to  give  you  as  many  as  you  shall  demand,  and 
that  you  can  find  Quarters  for.  You  are  the  best  Judge 
how  far  your  Preference  will  be  proper  here  It's  needless 
for  me  to  tell  you,  that  the  Military  can  do  nothing  by 
themselves;  but  must  act  wholy  and  soley  in  obedience 
to  the  Civil  Power.  I  can  do  nothing  but  by  Requisition 
of  that  Power,  and  when  Troops  are  granted  agreeable 
to  such  Requisition,  they  are  no  longer  under  my  Com- 
mand, or  can  the  officers  do  any  thing  with  their  Men, 
but  what  the  Civil  Magistrate  shall  command.  This 
must  be  the  situation  of  Military  Force,  and  ought  to  be 
so,  in  every  Country  of  Liberty,  when  People  go  into  open 
Rebellion,  and  that  no  Law  subsists,  then  other  Measures 
are  taken. 

It  must  give  every  well-wisher  to  his  Country  the 
greatest  Pain  and  Anxiety  to  see  the  Publick  Papers 
crammed  with  Treason,  the  Minds  of  the  People  dis- 
turbed, excited  and  encouraged  to  revolt  against  the 
Government,  to  subvert  the  Constitution,  and  trample 
upon  the  Laws.  Every  Lye  that  malice  can  invent  is 
propagated  as  Truths  by  these  Enemys  of  their  Country 
to  sow  Dissention  and  create  Animositys  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  Colonys.  All  this  is  done  with  Impunity, 
and  without  any  notice  taken  of  the  Printers,  Publishers, 
or  authors  of  those  seditious  Papers.  My  Zeal  for  the 
welfare  of  my  Country,  and  for  the  Preservation  of  it's 
Laws  and  Constitution  prompts  me  to  say  what  I  do, 
you  will  therefore  pardon  it.  You  doubtless  must  be  the 
ablest  Judge  how  you  ought  to  Act,  what  you  can  do,  and 
what  shall  be  most  proper  to  be  done. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  Regard, 
Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

Thos.  Gage 

Honble  L*  Govr  Colden. 
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Minutes  of  Council  Relative  to  the  Stamp  Duties  in 
New  York 

[Copy] 

At  a  Council  held  at  Fort  George  in  the  City  of  New  York 

On  Wensday  the  fourth  day  of  September  1765. 

Present 

The  Honorable  Cadwallader  Colden  Esqr  Lieu1  Govr  &c. 

Mr  Horsmandenl  M     _ 

Mr  Smith  }Mr-  Watts 

His  Honour  the  Lieutenant  Governor  laid  before  the 
Board  a  letter  to  him  of  the  31st  Ult°  from  his  Excellency 
General  Gage  Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Majesty's 
Forces  in  North  America  signifying  that  as  his  Honour 
had  mentioned  that  he  might  have  Occasion  to  demand 
Assistance  for  the  Support  of  the  Civil  power  and  as  the 
Troops  are  at  a  great  distance,  and  a  good  deal  dispersed, 
he  should  be  glad  should  there  be  Occasion  for  it,  that  he 
would  make  his  Requisition  in  proper  time  for  such  Num- 
ber of  Men  as  he  may  judge  Necessary.  That  it  must 
give  every  well  wisher  to  his  Country  the  greatest  Pain 
and  Anxiety  to  see,  the  Publick  Papers  crammed  with 
Treason ;  The  Minds  of  the  People  disturbed,  excited  and 
encouraged  to  revolt  against  the  Government,  to  subvert 
the  Constitution  and  Trample  upon  the  Laws. 

That  every  Falsehood  that  Malice  can  Invent  is 
propogated  as  Truth  by  these  Enemies  of  their  Country, 
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to  sow  Dissention  and  create  Animosities  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  Colonies,  and  that  all  this  is  done  with 
Impunity,  and  without  any  Notice  taken  of  the  Printers 
Publishers  or  Authors  of  those  Seditious  Papers. 

His  Honour  requiring  the  Opinion  of  the  Council 
thereupon,  the  Council  requested  that  the  absent  Mem- 
bers might  be  wrote  to,  to  give  their  attendance  which  is 
ordered  accordingly. 

The  Lieutenant  Governor  likewise  laid  before  the 
Board  a  Letter  from  Mr  James  Mc  Evers,  without  date, 
received  the  30th  Ultimo,  signifying  that  since  the  late 
Riot  at  Boston,  and  the  Inflamatory  Papers  lately  printed 
in  the  Colonies,  People  of  this  City  are  much  incens'd 
against  him  as  a  distributor  of  Stamps  for  this  Province; 
That  he  finds  it  will  be  attended  with  the  greatest  Risque 
of  his  Person  and  Fortune  to  attempt,  and  indeed  im- 
possible for  him  to  Execute  the  Office :  That  he  had  been 
under  the  Necessity  of  declaring  that  he  had  declined 
the  office,  and  that  he  had  accordingly  wrote  to  the  Com- 
missioners signifying  that  he  could  not  submit  to  a  Serv- 
ice that  would  be  attended  with  very  dangerous  Conse- 
quences upon  the  very  first  attempt  to  officiate  And 
therefore  requesting  of  his  Honour  that  the  Stamps  &c. 
on  their  arrival,  may  be  taken  under  his  Care  and  Protec- 
tion in  Fort  George,  and  if  he  thought  proper  some  person 
appointed  under  him  (the  Governor)  to  distribute  them 
as  they  may  be  wanted;  and  that  his  Honour  would  on 
this  Emergency  do  every  thing  that  may  be  necessary  for 
the  Interest  of  the  Crown  &  the  publick  Welfare  which 
the  Law  requires,  untill  the  Commissioners  should  give 
further  directions. 

At  a  Council  held  at  Fort  George  in  the  City  of  New 

York  on  Saturday  the  Seventh  day  of  September  1765. 
Present 
The  Honorable  Cadwallader  Colden  Esqr  Lieu1  Govr  &c 


Mr.  Horsmanden 
Mr.  Smith 
Mr.  Watts 
Mr.  Walton 


Mr.  DeLancey 
Earl  of  Stirling 
Mr.  Apthorpe 
Mr.  Reade 
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The  Council  having  taken  into  Consideration  the  Letter 
his  Honour  the  Lieu1  Governor  was  pleased  on  Wensday 
last  to  lay  before  them  from  General  Gage,  dated  the  31st 
Ulto.  wherein  the  General  desires  if  his  Honour  shall 
Conceive  there  is  Occasion  to  demand  Assistance  for  the 
Support  of  the  Civil  Power  that  he  would  make  his 
Requisition  in  proper  time — Is  of  Opinion  that  the  In- 
habitants of  this  City,  having  discovered  the  utmost 
Detestation  and  abhorrence  at  the  late  riotous  Proceed- 
ings in  Boston  and  other  places,  there  is  no  reason  to 
apprehend  they  are  in  the  least  disposed  to  Countenance 
any  Riot  or  Tumult  here.  That  the  Number  of  Troops 
at  present  in  Garrison  is  sufficient  for  the  Defence  of  the 
Fort;  and  that  it  will  be  more  safe  for  the  Government 
to  shew  a  Confidence  in  the  People,  than  to  discover  its 
distrust  of  them  by  Calling  in  any  assistance  to  the  Civil 
Power;  especially  as  the  Council  is  well  informed,  no 
more  than  about  two  hundred  additional  Troops  can  be 
brought  hither  within  the  space  of  less  than  two  or  three 
Weeks.  That  altho'  the  Council  is  clearly  of  this  opinion, 
yet  in  a  matter  of  so  great  Consequence,  they  are  de- 
sirous his  Honour  should  require  the  Magistrates  to 
attend  him  &  give  their  Opinion  on  this  Subject;  who 
from  conversing  more  frequently  with  the  Inhabitants, 
must  be  better  able  to  form  a  Judgment  of  their  present 
Temper  and  disposition. 

At  a  Council  held  at  Fort  George  in  the  City  of  New 
York  on  Monday  the  Ninth  day  of  September  1765. 
Present 
The  Honorable  Cadwallader  Colden  Esqr  Lieu1  Govr  &c 


Mr.  Horsmanden 
Mr.  Smith 
Mr.  Watts 
Mr.  Walton 


Mr.  DeLancey 
Earl  of  Stirling 
Mr.  Apthorpe 
Mr.  Reade 


The  Mayor  and  Magistrates  of  the  City  attending,  His 
Honour  the  Lieutenant  Governor  informed  them,  that 
the  Council  having  under  Consideration  the  late  Riotous 
proceedings  at  Boston,  and  other  places  Eastward  of  this 
Province,  and  being  justly  alarmed  at  such  Violences, 
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were  desirous  to  know  their  opinion  whether  any  and 
what  Precautions  are  necessary  for  the  Preservation  of 
the  publick  peace  in  the  City:  who  retiring,  and  being 
returned,  Mr.  Mayor  Reported,  that  the  Magistrates 
having  lately  made  particular  Inquiry  as  to  the  Temper 
and  Disposition  of  the  People  in  their  respective  Wards, 
and  finding  in  them  the  highest  Detestation  of  what  has 
happened  in  Boston  and  other  places,  are  therefore  of 
opinion  no  precaution,  beyond  the  usual  Duty  and  Power 
of  their  Offices,  is  necessary  for  the  Conservation  of  the 
Publick  peace  of  the  City — His  Honour  then  by  the  ad- 
vice of  the  Council  recommended  to  the  Mayor  and 
Magistrates,  if  they  should  hereafter  apprehend  any 
Danger  of  Riots  or  Tumult  in  the  City,  that  they  would 
give  him  the  Earliest  Notice  thereof,  which  they  assured 
his  Honour  they  would,  and  then  withdrew. 

His  Honour  then  required  the  opinion  of  the  Council 
on  that  part  of  the  Letter  from  his  Excellency  General 
Gage  touching  the  Notice  which  ought  to  be  taken  of 
the  Printers,  Publishers,  or  authors  of  the  Seditious 
Papers  therein  referred  to — and  whether  it  is  proper  for 
him  to  Order  Prosecutions  to  be  commenced  against  the 
Printers  of  those  Publications.  The  Council  declared 
that  altho'  they  were  of  opinion  the  Printers  were  highly 
culpable,  they  did  not  conceive  it  would  be  prudent  at 
this  Juncture  to  Order  such  Prosecutions,  but  that  they 
would  at  a  more  Seasonable  time,  take  this  point  under 
their  particular  Consideration. 

At  a  Council  held  at  Fort  George  in  the  City  of  New 

York  on  Wensday  the  twenty  third  day  of  October 

1765 

Present 
The  Honble  Cadwallader  Colden  Esqr  Lieu1  Govr  &c. 


Mr.  Smith 
Mr.  Watts 
Mr.  DeLancey 


Mr.  Reade 


Mr.  Morris 


James  McEvers  Esquire  appointed  Distributor  of  Stamps 
within  this  Province  was  called  in,  &  his  Honour  In- 
formed him  of  the  Arrival  of  the  Ship  on  Board  whereof 
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the  Stampt  Paper  and  Parchment  were  laden,  and  that 
she  was  now  under  the  Care  of  one  of  his  Majesty's  Ships 
of  War — and  therefore  that  he  desired  to  know  whether 
he  would  take  Charge  of  the  Packages  when  landed — 
To  which  the  said  James  McEvers  replyed  in  the  Nega- 
tive, referring  to  the  Letter  he  had  formerly  written  to 
his  Honour  on  this  Subject,  in  which  he  had  laid  before 
him  the  Reasons  which  induced  him  then  to  decline  the 
Office,  and  to  desire  his  Honour  if  he  thought  proper  to 
appoint  some  other  Person  in  his  Room — which  Reasons 
he  added  were  now  Greatly  enforced,  by  the  Compulsive 
Resignations  of  the  Stamp  Officers  which  had  since 
happened  in  other  Provinces. 

At  a  Council  held  at  Fort  George  in  the  City  of  New 
York  on  Thursday  the  Twenty  fourth  day  of  October 
1765. 

Present 
The  Honorable  Cadwallader  Colden  Esqr.   Lieutenant 

Governor  &c. 

Mr.  Horsmandenl  ,  ,     ^     , 

Mr.  Smith  |Mr-  Reade 

His  Honour  the  Lieutenant  Governor  was  pleased  to  in- 
form the  Council  that  the  Ship  on  board  whereof  the 
Stamp't  Paper  and  Parchment  are  laden  is  now  at  An- 
chor in  the  North  River,  whither  she  had  been  brought 
in  pursuance  of  their  advice — That  Captain  William 
Davis  the  Master  had  made  the  Proper  Entry  at  the  Cus- 
tom House,  and  had  informed  him,  it  was  Necessary  an 
Albany  Sloop  should  by  Order  of  the  Government,  be 
employed  for  receiving  out  of  the  Ship  and  delivering  of 
such  Goods  as  must  be  unladen  before  they  could  come 
at  the  Parcels  which  Contained  the  Stamps;  as  he  the 
Master  could  not  of  himself  undertake  to  employ  any 
Vessel  for  this  Service,  and  thereby  incur  a  Risque  that 
would  be  avoided  if  the  Ship  was  unladen  in  the  usual 
manner.  And  his  Honour  requiring  the  opinion  and  ad- 
vice of  the  Board  thereupon,  the  Council  advised  his 
Honour  to  give  Orders  for  Landing  the  Goods  in  the 
manner  proposed. 
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At  a  Council  held  at  Fort  George  in  the  City  of  New- 
York  on  Thursday  the  thirty  first  day  of  October 
1765 

Present 
The  Honorable  Cadwallader  Colden  Esqr  Lieu1  Govr  &c 
Mr.  Horsmandenl,.-      A    ,, 
Mr.  Smith  Mr.  Apthorpe 

Mr   Watts  [Mr'  Reade 

tv/t     ^  T  Mr.  Morris 

Mr.  DeLancey 

His  Honour  the  Lieutenant  Governor  took  the  following 
Oath,  which  was  Administred  to  him  by  the  Council  pur- 
suant to  the  directions  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  therein 
mentioned. 

"You  Swear  that  you  shall  do  your  utmost  that  all  and 
every  the  Clauses  contained  in  an  Act  of  the  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain,  passed  in  the  fifth  Year  of  the  Reign 
of  our  Sovereign  Lord  King  George  the  Third,  Entituled 
(An  Act  for  granting  and  applying  certain  Stamp  Duties 
and  other  Duties  in  the  British  Colonies  and  Plantations 
in  America,  towards  further  defraying  the  Expences  of 
defending  protecting  and  Securing  the  same;  and  for 
amending  such  parts  of  the  several  Acts  of  Parliament* 
relating  to  the  Trade  and  Revenues  of  the  said  Colonies 
and  Plantations  as  direct  the  manner  of  determining  and 
recovering  the  Penalties  and  Forfeitures  therein  men- 
tioned) be  punctually  and  bona  fide  observed  according 
to  the  true  Intent  and  meaning  thereof,  so  far  as  apper- 
tains unto  you. 

So  help  you  God." 

At  a  Council  held  at  Fort  George  in  the  City  of  New 

York  on  Saturday  the  second  day  of  November  1765. 

— A.M.— 

Present 
The  Honorable  Cadwallader  Colden  Esq1".  Lieu*.  Govr.  &c 


Mr.  Smith 
Mr.  Watts 
Mr.  Walton 


Mr.  Reade 


Mr.  Morris 

His  Honour  the  Lieutenant  Governor  observed  to  the 
Board  that  in  the  Great  Riot  and  Tumult  which  hap- 
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pened  in  this  City  last  night,  his  own  and  several  other 
Carriages  then  in  the  Stables  adjoining  the  Fort  had  been 
taken  from  thence  and  burnt  by  the  Mob :  That  just  be- 
fore the  Riot  began,  a  Man  brought  a  Letter  to  the  Fort 
Gate  asking  for  the  Centry  in  Order  to  give  it  to  him, 
but  that  another  Person  then  at  the  Gate  received  it, 
and  was  desired  by  the  Bearer  of  it  to  give  it  to  the 
Governor,  who  brought  and  delivered  it  accordingly 
which  Letter  his  Honour  Communicated  to  the  Board, 
wherein  the  life  of  the  Lieutenant  Governor  is  threat- 
ned,  unless  he  shall  to  the  utmost  of  his  Power  prevent 
the  Stamp  Act  from  taking  effect,  and  endeavour  to  Ob- 
tain a  Repeal  of  it  in  England;  and  that  several  Persons 
had  this  Morning  informed  the  Doorkeeper  of  the  Council 
desiring  him  to  make  it  known  to  the  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor, that  unless  the  Stamp'd  Paper  and  Parchment 
were  immediately  removed  out  of  the  Fort  on  Board  one 
of  his  Majesty's  Ships  in  the  Harbour,  the  People  seemed 
determined,  one  and  all,  to  set  fire  to  the  Fort 

His  Honour  the  Lieutenant  Governor  then  required 
the  opinion  of  the  Council  as  to  what  might  be  proper 
for  him  to  do,  to  avert  the  Mischiefs  which  apparently 
threaten  the  Publick  at  this  time,  and  whether  in  par- 
ticular it  might  not  be  expedient  for  him  to  Order  the 
Fort  to  be  put  into  the  best  posture  of  Defence  possible 

The  Council  declared  they  were  no  Judges  of  Military 
Affairs,  which  must  be  left  to  those  to  whose  profession 
it  belongs — That  they  thought  the  Fort  perfectly  safe, 
but  still  were  of  Opinion  if  any  thing  further  was  neces- 
sary, everything  proper  and  absolutely  necessary  ought  to 
be  done. 

Ordered  that  the  Absent  Members  be  wrote  to,  to 
give  their  Attendance  this  Afternoon. 

At  a  Council  held  at  Fort  George  in  the  City  of  New 

York  on  Saturday  the  second  day  of  November  1765 

— Post  Meridiem 

Present 
The  Honorable  Cadwallader  Colden  Esqr  Lieu1  Governor 
&c 
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Mr.  Horsmanderf 
Mr.  Smith 
Mr.  Watts 
Mr.  Walton 


Mr.  DeLancey 
Mr.  Apthorpe 
"Mr.  Reade 
Mr.  Morris 

His  Honour  the  Lieutenant  Governor  was  pleased  to  in- 
form the  Council  that  the  Packages  of  Stampt  Paper  and 
Parchment  remained  in  the  Fort  unopened;  neither 
Himself  or  Mr.  McEvers  as  he  had  Assured  him,  having 
received  any  Instruction  Order  or  Direction  of  any  kind 
whatever,  or  any  Bill  of  Lading  for  or  relating  to  the 
Stamps,  nor  had  any  authentick  Copy  of  the  act  of  Par- 
liament imposing  the  Stamp  duties  been  Transmitted  to 
him — And  thereupon  his  Honour  required  the  opinion  of 
the  Council  what  farther  measures  it  might  be  proper 
for  him  to  take  on  this  Emergency. 

The  Council  declared  that  as  it  appears  doubtful  to 
them  whether  the  Lieutenant  Governor  has  any  au- 
thority by  the  Act  of  Parliament  to  appoint  any  Person 
as  Distributor  of  the  Stamps,  or  to  distribute  them  him- 
self, and  as  Sir  Henry  Moore  is  hourly  Expected,  on 
whose  arrival  the  administration  of  the  Government  will 
fall  into  his  Hands,  they  were  unanimously  of  Opinion 
his  Honour  might  publickly  declare  he  would  do  nothing 
in  relation  to  the  Stamps,  but  leave  it  to  Sir  Henry  Moore 
to  Act  in  this  matter  as  he  should  think  fit 

Whereupon  his  Honour  the  Lieutenant  Governor  de- 
clared he  intirely  acquiesced  in  the  opinion  of  the  Council 
and  would  act  accordingly. 

At  a  Council  held  at  Fort  George  in  the  City  of  New 

York  the  fifth  day  of  November  1765 
Present 
The  Honorable  Cadwallader  Colden  Esqr  Lieu1  GovT  &c. 


Mr.  Horsmanden 
Mr.  Smith 
Mr.  Watts 
Mr.  Walton 


Mr.  DeLancey 
Mr.  Apthorpe 
Mr.  Reade 
Mr.  Morris 


His  Honour  the  Lieutenant  Governor  laid  before  the 
Board  the  Minutes  of  this  day  of  the  Common  Council 
of  this  City  to  the  purport  and  effect  following  which  he 
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said  he  had  acquainted  the  Gentlemen  who  attended  him 
that  he  would  lay  before  the  Council;  that  is  to  say, 

"This  Board  taking  into  serious  Consideration  the 
"Intimation  that  his  Honour  the  Lieutenant  Governor 
"was  willing  to  deliver  the  Stamp'd  Paper  now  in  Fort 
"George  to  Captain  Kennedy,  or  any  other  of  the  Com- 
mands of  the  Kings  Ships  in  the  Harbour  and  that 
"Captain  Kennedy  in  answer  to  their  earnest  request, 
"signified  to  him  last  Night,  informs  that  he  Cannot  and 
"will  not  receive  the  Stamp'd  Paper.  It  is  therefore  re- 
solved that  it  appears  to  this  Board  absolutely  requisite 
"to  remove  the  present  dissatisfaction  and  save  the  City 
"from  the  most  distressing  Confusion,  that  a  Committee 
"immediately  wait  upon  his  Honour  and  in  the  most  re- 
"spectfull  manner  acquaint  him  of  the  present  Danger- 
"ous  state  of  things,  and  request  that  for  the  peace  of 
"the  City  and  the  preventing  any  Effusion  of  Blood  he 
"would  be  pleased  to  direct  that  the  Stamp'd  paper  be 
"delivered  into  the  Care  of  the  Corporation,  to  be  de- 
posited in  the  City  Hall  and  Guarded  by  the  City  Watch. 
"And  this  Board  do  further  resolve  and  engage  to  make 
"good  all  such  sums  of  Money  as  might  be  raised  by  the 
"Distribution  of  such  of  the  said  Stamps,  as  shall  be  lost 
"destroyed  or  Carried  out  of  the  Province." 

And  thereupon  his  Honour  was  pleased  to  observe  to 
the  Council  that  he  had  taken  an  Oath  to  do  his  utmost 
that  all  and  every  the  Clauses  in  the  Act  of  Parliament  be 
punctually  and  bona  fide  observed,  so  far  as  appertained 
to  him,  That  it  appeared  to  him  if  the  Power  of  the  Cor- 
poration alone  would  be  sufficient  to  preserve  the  Stamps 
from  being  destroyed,  it  was  manifest  the  same  power 
added  to  the  strength  of  this  Garrison  must  be  sufficient 
to  protect  them  against  any  Force.  That  the  demands 
of  the  Populace  would  not  end  here;  and  that  the 
Measure  proposed,  if  yielded  to  by  him,  might  draw  the 
Government  into  still  greater  Contempt,  and  his  Com- 
plyance  be  Construed  as  a  Breach  of  his  Oath,  and  then 
his  Honour  was  pleased  to  refer  the  Matter  to  the  Con- 
sideration of  the  Council. 


68  THE  COLDEN  PAPERS-1765-1775 

The  Council  on  due  deliberation,  declared  they  were 
thoroughly  sensible  of  the  Weight  of  his  Honours  Rea- 
sons, but  that  the  City  appeared  to  them  to  be  in  perfect 
anarchy,  and  the  Power  of  Government  either  military 
or  Civil  unequal  to  the  protection  of  the  Inhabitants  from 
the  Ravages  and  Violence  of  the  Populace.  That  the  Evil 
if  not  speedily  removed  would  soon  be  greatly  increased 
by  Vagabonds  who  would  flock  hither  from  all  parts  of 
the  Province.  That  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  his 
Majesty's  Forces  had  given  his  Opinion  that  the  Stamps 
should  be  removed  on  Board  one  of  the  Kings  ships, 
altho'  Captain  Kennedy  had  thought  proper  to  refuse 
to  take  Charge  of  them.  That  the  Destruction  of  great 
part  of  the  City  would  be  involved  in  the  Necessary  de- 
fence of  the  Fort,  and  that  they  Conceived  it  more  ad- 
viseable  to  yield  to  the  Necessity  of  the  times,  than  by  a 
Contrary  resolution  abandon  the  Inhabitants  to  the 
Consequences  of  an  Attack  upon  the  Fort,  which  his 
Honour  himself  apprehended  and  the  Council  fear'd 
would  actually  be  attempted.  That  the  Council  are  sen- 
sible his  Honour  hath  taken  every  Method  consistent 
with  his  Duty  Prudence  and  Humanity  to  carry  the  Law 
into  Execution.  That  more  is  not  in  his  power:  and 
therefore  That  they  do  unanimously  advise  his  Honour 
upon  the  Assurances  given  by  the  Corporation  who  are 
willing  to  receive  and  defend  the  Stamps  and  in  case  of 
Loss  to  be  answerable  for  all  Damages,  to  deliver  the 
Stampt  Paper  and  Parchment  into  their  Care  and  Cus- 
tody. 

At  a  Council  held  at  Fort  George  in  the  City  of  New 
York  on  Wensday  the  Sixth  day  of  November  1765 
Present 
The  Honble  Cadwallader  Colden  Esqr  Lieu1  Govr  &c 

Mr.  Horsmanden  Mr.  Apthorpe 

Mr.  Smith  Mr.  Reade 

Mr.  Walton  Mr.  Morris 

His  Honour  the  Lieutenant  Governor  acquainted  the 
Council,  that  after  the  Council  rose  yesterday,  he  had 
wrote  to  the  General  Inclosing  a  Copy  of  the  Minutes  of 
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the  Day  and  soon  after  received  the  Generals  Answer, 
whereupon  he  determined  to  deliver  up  the  Stamps  to 
the  Corporation,  which  were  delivered  to  them  accord- 
ingly, having  first  Signifyed  to  them  in  writing  his  rea- 
sons for  so  doing  and  taken  the  Mayors  Receit  for  the 
several  Packages;  all  which  Papers  he  communicated  to 
the  Board,  and  upon  reading  that  part  of  the  Generals 
Letter  wherein  these  words  are  inserted  "Mr  Bayard  is 
come  to  acquaint  me  that  you  have  Consented  to  deliver 
the  Parchments  and  Stampt  Papers  into  the  Hands  of  the 
Mayor  and  Corporation  provided  you  have  my  Concur- 
rence" His  Honour  the  Lieutenant  Governor  observed, 
that  Mr  Bayard  must  have  mistaken  the  matter  for  that 
all  he  said  to  the  Corporation,  after  the  Council  had 
formed  their  Resolutions,  was,  that  he  must  first  write 
to  the  General  and  know  his  Sentiments  on  the  Subject 
before  he  should  form  any  Opinion  or  Resolution  upon  it 
himself:  and  that  Mr  Bayard  had  no  authority  from  him 
to  say  anything  to  the  General. 

Ordered  that  the  said  three  Letters  and  Receipt  be 
entered  in  the  Minutes  which  are  as  follow — 

Fort  George  New  York  5th  Novr  1765 
Sir 

Inclosed  is  a  Minute  of  Council,  with  the  Councils 
advice  to  me  this  Day,  in  which  you  will  see  my  thoughts 
on  the  Subject  when  I  demanded  the  Councils  advice — 
The  Delivering  the  Stamp'd  Papers  on  the  Threats  of  a 
Mob,  who  may  still  make  further  Demands,  greatly 
affects  the  Dignity  of  his  Majesty's  Government,  and 
may  have  a  Tendency  to  encourage  perpetual  Mobish 
proceedings  hereafter.  Your  Opinion  and  advice  there- 
fore I  think  Necessary  before  I  can  determine  or  Satisfy 
my  own  mind  in  following  the  advice  of  Council.  I  beg 
an  answer  from  your  Excellency  as  soon  as  possible,  the 
Mayor  and  Corporation  are  waiting  for  my  answer  I  am 

&c 

Cadwallader  Golden 
To  his  Excellency  General  Gage. 
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Sir  New  York  November  5th  1765 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  Letter  with  the 
Minute  of  the  Council.  The  reasons  you  alledge  are 
weighty,  and  I  feel  as  you  do.  Mr  Bayard  is  come  to 
acquaint  me  that  you  have  Consented  to  deliver  the 
Parchments  and  Stampt  Papers  into  the  Hands  of  the 
Mayor  and  Corporation  provided  you  have  my  Concur- 
rence— when  I  consider  the  present  Moment  that  tho  a 
fire  from  the  Fort  might  disperse  the  Mob,  it  would  not 
quell  them;  and  that  the  consequence  would  in  all  ap- 
pearance be  an  Insurrection,  not  only  of  the  Inhabitants 
Sailors  &c  in  this  City,  but  of  the  Country  People  who 
are  flocking  in,  and  those  from  the  Neighbouring  Prov- 
inces who  would  likewise  Assist ;  and  the  King's  Military 
Stores,  as  well  as  others,  consisting  of  Artillery  arms  and 
ammunition  are  entirely  at  their  disposal;  It  seems  to 
me  that  a  Fire  from  the  Fort  wou'd  in  this  Situation  of 
things  be  the  Commencement  of  a  Civil  War,  at  a  time 
when  there's  nothing  prepared  or  can  timely  be  so,  to 
make  opposition  to  it.  The  Magistrates  and  the  Prin- 
cipal People  of  the  Town,  have  been  likewise  with  me, 
in  the  Name  of  the  City  to  implore  me  to  assist  in  saving 
their  Families,  and  City  from  Ruin  and  Destruction :  The 
Fort  tho'  it  can  defend  itself,  can  only  protect  the  Spot 
it  stands  on;  In  these  Circumstances  it  seems  to  me 
Necessary  to  temporise,  and  I  must  Concurr  with  you  in 
the  measure  of  delivering  the  Stamps  to  the  Corporation, 
who  offer  me  this  Day,  as  soon  as  you  give  them  proper 
authority,  to  put  'Emselves  in  Arms,  and  to  prevent  fur- 
ther Confusion:  At  present  no  time  is  to  be  lost.  I  am 
Sir 

Your  most  obedt  hble  Serv* 
Thos.  Gage 

Honoble  Lieu4  Govr  Colden 

Fort  George  New  York  Novemr  5th  1765 
Mr  Mayor  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Corporation. 

In  Consequence  of  your  earnest  Request,  and  en- 
gaging to  make  good  all  such  sums  of  Money  as  might  be 
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raised  by  the  distribution  of  such  of  the  Stamps  sent  over 
for  the  use  of  this  Province,  as  shall  be  lost  destroyed  or 
Carry'd  out  of  the  Province;  and  in  Consequence  of  the 
unanimous  Advice  of  his  Majesty's  Council,  and  the 
Concurrence  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Kings 
Forces;  and  to  prevent  the  effusion  of  Blood  and  the 
Calamities  of  a  Civil  War,  which  might  ensue  by  my 
withholding  them  from  you.  I  now  deliver  to  you  the 
Packages  of  Stamp'd  Paper  and  Parchment,  that  were 
deposited  in  my  hands  in  this  his  Majesty's  Fort :  and  I 
doubt  not  you  will  take  the  Charge  and  Care  of  them, 
conformable  to  your  Engagements  to  me;  I  am  with 
great  Regard  Gentlemen,  Your  most  Obedient  humble 
Serv* 

Cadwallader  Colden 

Received  of  the  Honorable  Cadwallader  Colden  Esqr  his 
Majesty's  Lieutenant  Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief 
of  the  Province  of  New  York,  Seven  Packages  Contain- 
ing Stamped  Paper  and  Parchment  all  marked  No.  1 
J  MCE  New  York:  which  I  promise,  in  behalf  of  the  Cor- 
poration of  the  City  of  New  York,  to  take  charge  and 
care  of,  and  to  be  accountable  in  Case  they  shall  be  de- 
stroy'd  or,  carryed  out  of  the  Province,  as  particularly 
set  forth  and  declared  in  the  Minutes  of  the  Common 
Council  of  the  said  Corporation  of  this  Day.  Witness 
my  Hand  in  the  City  of  New  York  this  fifth  day  of  No- 
vember 1765. 

John  Cruger  Mayor 

Witness 

L.  F.  Carte  Major  to  the  60th 
James  Farquhar. 

The  preceeding  Copies  wrote  on  seventeen  Pages  in 
Folio,  are  true  Copies  of  the  Original  Minutes  or  Entries: 
Examined  By 

Gw.  Banyar  D  CI  Con 
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From  Alexander  C olden 

[September,  1765?] 
Monday  Morning 
DrSr 

Major  James  was  here  yesterday  and  Seems  to  be 
taken  such  precautions  as  tho  he  was  Convinced  that 
there  would  be  some  disturbance  when  the  Stamps  Ar- 
rived and  wished  much  you  was  in  Town  before  then. 
He  has  brought  two  more  field  peices  into  the  Fort  and  a 
Howitzer  and  one  more  Howitzer  is  to  be  brought  this 
morning.  An  Artillery  Centry  is  placed  on  the  N.  W. 
Bastion  to  observe  what  is  passing  in  the  Town.  The 
Major  inquired  if  [there  was]  any  Powder  in  the  Fort 
&  where  it  was  placed.  I  told  him  you  had  none  but 
some  Damaged  in  the  City  Magazine.  He  is  to  order 
some  out  of  the  Artillery  Magazine  &  place  it  in  the 
Magazines  in  the  fort  with  proper  shott  &  shells 

The  Coventrys  boat  will  wait  on  you  at  the  Ferry 
tomorrow  by  Eleven  Clock  Br  Cadr  is  come  to  Town  All 
well  I  am 

DrSr 

Yr  Most  Dutifull  Son 

Alexf  Colden 

[Indorsed] 

To 
The  Honble  Cadwallader  Colden  Esq 

at 
Springhill 


From  John  Montresor 

New  York  Septr  6th  1765 
Sir 

Enclosed  is  as  nearly  as  I  can  recollect,  the  Copy  of 
my  report  to  Gen1  Gage  deliverd  yesterday  afternoon; 
Your  Honrs  friendship  for  me  will  sufficiently  justify  my 
presenting  you  with  this  copy  for  your  private  perusal. 

Wherein  I  can  with   propriety  contribute  to  your 
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Honrs  satisfaction,  none  will  more  chearfully  obey  your 
Commands  then  Sir 

Your  most  obliged 
&  most  hble  Servant 
John  Montresor 

To  the  Honble  Cadwalleder  Golden  Esqr 


John  Montressor's  Report  on  Means  of  Strengthening 
Fort  George 

New  York  Septr  6th  1765 

Precautions  necessary  to  be  taken  to  put  Fort  George 
in  a  proper  state  of  defence,  sufficient  to  preserve  it  (in  a 
temporary  manner)  against  any  intestine  Insult,  &  with- 
out any  very  conspicuous  appearance  of  rendering  it  more 
so,  than  it  is  at  present. 

It's  Garrison 

Provisions,  &  its  access  to  it  &  its  Water,  &  fuel. 

The  Ammunition  &  its  security  from  fire. 

It's  Artillery  &  necessary  apparatus  Exclusive  of 
Carceses  &c. 

It's  Materials  &  Entrenching  Tools. 

The  Works  of  this  Fort  being  entirely  en  barbette 
renders  it  exposed,  &  from  a  rising  Ground  in  its  front 
towards  the  Town  Northerly  (exclusive  of  its  severel 
neighbouring  houses)  commands  it  so  as  to  enfilade  the 
whole 

A  Quantity  of  fire  Wood  now  piled  up  against  the 
front  Polygon  to  be  removed,  as  it  is  now  assailable. 

Oak  Plank  of  3in,  thick  as  per  return  2000  running  feet 
to  be  provided,  for  Lining  the  Raling  on  the  top  of  the 
great  House,  which  will  create  a  considerable  additional 
and  most  commanding  fire:  Also  for  Crenalleing  the 
many  windows,  and  for  closing  the  Gorges  of  the  four 
Bastions  &  500  feet  of  Scantling  for  the  above  Uses. 

The  Great  quantity  of  Cord  Wood  now  disadvan- 
tageously  piled  in  the  Front  of  the  Work,  to  be  employd 
as  Merlons  for  the  Guns  as  per  Sketch,  &  constructed  so 
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high  as  to  serve  for  an  Epaulement  to  cover  its  Guns  & 
Men  from  the  Enfilade. 

The  Ravelin  or  rather  Convert  Port  to  be  run  with  a 
Pallisade  or  Chevaux  des  frises  to  the  Angle  of  the  two 
Flanks  of  the  Enceinte  or  Body  of  the  Place;  it  being 
badly  defended,  and  the  two  faces  of  it  to  be  raised  from 
the  Sole  of  the  Work  with  Oak  Plank,  &  loop  holed. 
The  Running  Boarded  Division  (across  it)  to  be  taken 
down  being  now  a  blind  to  the  fire  of  the  two  Flanks. 
The  Artillery  to  be  planted,  so  as  to  rake  the  Avenues, 
and  secure  it's  Defences.  A  Stink  Pot  &  Conductor  to 
the  Green  House 

The  Unnecessary  Sorties  Blockaded,  &  those  wanted 
examined,  &  Repair'd  The  Entrenching  tools  as  per  re- 
turn already  given  into  the  Comptroller  of  the  Ordnance, 
and  a  Demand  to  be  provided  with  5000  Chauss  traps  or 
Crow's  Feet  to  cover  occasionally  the  Salients,  Sally- 
Ports  &  other  Avenues  of  this  Work. 

Two  Frigates  to  be  so  situated  as  to  Scour  two  entire 
Polygons  of  the  Fort,  the  North  one  fronting  the  Broad 
Way,  &  the  East  one  facing  Stone  Street  forming  neerly 
a  right  Angle,  &  where  the  Battery  terminates  at  each 
end;  which  are  the  given  positions  or  Stations;  The  in- 
tersecting fire  will  then  be  on  the  North  East  Saliant, 
neer  the  Secretary's  Office.  The  two  other  faces  of  the 
Work  are  fronting  the  water  especially  the  West  one. 

One  Frigate  opposite  to  Turtle  Bay,  and  if  requisite 
another  at  the  Ordnance  Store  house  on  the  North  River 

John  Montresor 
Engineer 

Nearly  the  Copy  of  the  Report  deliverd  in  yesterday  afternoon  to  the 

Honble  Gen1  Gage. 

To  the  Honble  Cadwalladeb  Colden  Esqr 


From  Jared  Ingersoll 

gir  N:  Haven  Septr  9th  1765 

the  Stampt  papers  intended  for  this  Colony  are  Ex- 
pected to  arrive  Soon  at  N.  York  &  were  to  have  been 
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forwarded  to  me  who  am  appointed  the  Distributer  here, 
but  the  unaccountable  rage  &  fury  of  the  Mob  is  at  pres- 
ent So  high  against  Stamp  Officers  &  papers  that  I  do  not 
think  it  Safe  to  have  the  later  Sent  here  as  yet 

I  have  therefore  to  desire  of  you  to  protect  the  Same 
when  they  Shall  arrive  by  placing  them  in  the  Fort,  or 
otherwise  as  you  shall  be  Able,  until  Some  further  Steps 
may  be  taken — I  shall  take  the  Liberty  of  writing  to  Gen1 
Gage  on  the  Same  head 

tis  Said  the  papers  will  come  in  Darius  [?]  this  shall 
be  a  Sufficient  warrant  to  the  Master  whoever  he  be,  for 
Delivering  the  Same  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  for  the 
time  being  of  the  Province  or  to  the  General 

my  Duty  to  the  King  obliges  me  to  give  You  this 
trouble    I  am  Sr 

Yr  Most  obed*  &  Most  Humb1  Serv* 

J.  Ingersoll 

G0Vr    COLDEN 

[Indorsed] 

To 
the  Hon1  Cadwalladeb  Colden  Esqr 

at 
N.  York 


From  Sir  William  Johnson 

Johnson  Hall  7br  13th  1765 
Dear  Sir 

I  thank  you  for  your  letter  of  the  31st  Ulto.  and  I  am 
much  oblidged  to  you  for  your  kind  intentions  with  re- 
gard to  Cap1  Johnson,  which  I  hope  it  will  be  in  your 
power  to  effect. 

I  have  heard  with  concern  of  ye  late  conduct  of  the 
People  at  Boston  &  else  where,  and  from  what  I  can  find 
with  regard  to  the  humour  of  other  Provinces,  I  imagine 
it  will  go  through  the  Whole.  The  Stamp  Dutys  may 
in  some  respects  be  distressing  to  ye  present  Generation, 
tho  they  would  certainly  be  a  means  of  promoteing  in- 
dustry, &  since  so  many  have  began  to  guard  against 
their  effects  by  (in  a  manner)  prohibiting  the  imports 
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tion  of  so  many  Articles  of  English  Manufacture,  they 
need  not  to  be  so  Violent,  but  as  an  honest  Man  I  fear 
for  them,  I  fear  ye  Independent  Gentry  have  resolved  to 
make  themselves  conspicuous  under  the  feigned  name 
of  Patriots,  at  the  expence  of  their  Country,  for  surely 
they  cannot  imagine  that  a  serious  act  of  both  Houses 
of  Parliament  passed  notwithstanding  all  ye  Arguments 
of  the  Agents  &  freinds  of  the  Colonies  should  be  repealed 
thro'  the  Menaces  of  a  few  party  Men,  or  that  they  rec- 
ommend themselves  to  the  Government  by  rioting  &  In- 
sulting its  officers.  The  change  of  Men  at  Home  may 
produce  a  change  of  measures,  but  I  can  hardly  think 
that  the  late  conduct  here  can  be  viewed  in  any  tollerable 
light,  or  sufferred  with  impunity  by  any  Ministry  what- 
soever. A  modest  state  of  the  Colonies  might  have  pro- 
duced all  they  desired,  but  to  suppose  that  under  the 
present  circumstances,  the  Government  will  be  silent,  or 
that  they  will  allow  so  dangerous  a  precedent  for  the 
Independency  of  the  Colonies  is  to  be  a  verry  Sanguine 
Party  Man.  Great  Brittain  may  now  perceive  that  they 
have  too  long  neglected  to  determine  that  Point  beyond 
a  Dispute,  which  I  am  induced  to  think  will  but  deter- 
mine them  in  this  case — as  they  will  perceive  what  they 
may  expect  hereafter  should  it  now  be  dropped.  Whilst 
an  Act  of  Parliament  remains  in  force,  it  is  certainly  the 
Duty  of  all  officers  of  ye  Crown  to  support  it,  and  I  have 
not  the  least  reason  to  think  y*  a  popular  Clamor  will 
ever  intimidate  you,  the  Governours  should  in  my  opin- 
ion go  hand  in  hand  on  this  Occasion  &  the  Authors  & 
Characters  be  pointed  out,  who  have  occasioned  these 
disturbances  which  might  in  some  degree  clear  up  the 
reputations  of  ye  Bodies  of  Ignorant  People  in  the  Col- 
onies, set  up  by  their  Arguments  in  favour  of  that  beloved 
Independency  wh  so  strongly  prevails  amongst  all  Ranks 
of  People.  I  am  persuaded  you  will  not  take  these  hints 
amiss  wh  are  the  sole  result  of  your  freindly  Correspond- 
ence. 

I  have  verry  little  inclination,  and  much  less  time  to 
enter  into  these  Affairs,  but  if  my  presence  is  absolutely 
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necessary,  and  that  my  other  Duty  &  health  will  at  all 
admit  of  it  I  shall  give  my  attendance  in  Council,  &  shall 
think  myself  happy  if  my  Advice  or  Assistance  can  be  of 
any  Service  to  you,  or  the  Government. — as  I  am 
truely 
DrSir 

Yr  Affecu  Freind  &  verry  Humble  Servant 

Wm.  Johnson 

The  Honbie 

L*  G0Vr   COLDEN 


From  Jared  Ingersoll 

N:  Haven  Septr  14,  1765 
Sir 

by  the  time  that  your  favour  of  the  14th  reached  my 
house,  I  had  been  Compelled  in  a  most  Extraordinary 
manner  to  declare  I  would  not  directly  or  indirectly  in- 
termeddle with  the  Stampt  papers  intended  for  this 
Colony — at  present  therefore  when  all  the  Springs  of 
Government  are  broken  I  can  do  no  more  than  recom- 
mend to  you  to  take  the  best  Care  you  Can  of  those 
Stampt  papers  for  the  Crown  until  you  shall  have  further 
directions  concerning  them  from  the  Commissioners  of 
Stamps,  or  from  me 

I  am 
Yr  Most  Obed*  Humb  Serv* 
J.  Ingersoll 

The  Hon  Cad.  Colden  Esqr 
[Indorsed] 
To 

The  Hon.  Cad1"  Colden  Esqr 
at 
N.  York 


To  The  Honourable  Governor  Colden  of  New  York 
The  Petition  of  Zachariah  Hood 

HUMBLY  SHEWETH 

That  your  Petitioner  is  informed  that  a  Number  of 
Men  in  this  City  have  publickly  declared  their  intention 
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to  Attack  the  House  (King's  Anns)  where  they  under- 
stand your  Petitioner  is  Lodged  and  destroy  him 

That  the  Landlady  of  this  House  is  so  much  alarmed 
at  this  Intelligence  that  she  Cannot  Consistent  with  her 
own  safety  permit  your  Patr.  to  lodge  this  Night  in  her 
House 

That  your  Petitioner  is  now  incapable  of  getting  up 
from  his  Bed  (being  Afflicted  with  a  Violent  Feever  & 
Ague)  or  would  wait  upon  your  Honour 

That  your  Petitioner  (Unacquainted  with  the  proper 
Steps  to  be  taken)  applied  to  General  Gage  who  Referred 
him  to  your  Honour 

That  your  Petitioner  as  an  officer  of  the  Crown  prays 
your  Honour's  Protection  from  the  Insults  &  Conse- 
quences he  Apprehends  from  the  present  ferment  of  an 
Enraged  Mob 

May  it  therefore  please  your  Honour  to  permit  your 
Petitioner  to  Lodge  in  the  Fort  where  only  he  Can 
Expect  a  safe  Assylum  under  the  present  Circum- 
stances as  he  Cannot  get  Lodgeing  any  where  else 
so  fearfull  are  the  Inhabitants  of  Making  themselves 
obnoxious  &  Incurring  the  publick  Displeasure 
should  they  attempt  to  Screen  any  person  under  the 
Denomination  of  a  Stamp  Officer 
And  your  Petr  shall  ever  pray 

Zach.  Hood 
New  York  16th  Septr  1765 


Account  Against  the  Province  of  New  York 

Province  of  New  York  for  sundry  Disbursements.    Dr 

1765 

May,    Expences  of  Boarding,  and  send- 
ing two  Indians  to  Sir  Wm.  as  pr  Ace1. 

Johnson    £12,  4,0— No.  1 

Postage  of  public  Letters  from 
26th  August   1764  to   1   Septr 

1765    3,  2,1— No.  2 
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August  17th 

Expences  of  Mason  work  done 

in  the  Fort  Barracks 5,18,6— No.  3 

Expences    of   Carpenter's   Work 

done  in  the  Fort  and  Barracks  17,19,9 — No.  4 

Expences  of  Glazier's  work  done 
in  the  House  &  Barracks 10,16,8 — No.  5 

Expences  of  a  new  Union  Flagg 

for  the  Fort 27,  4,9— No.  6 

&  No.  7 

Cash  paid  John  Lee  for  going 
Express  to  Sir  William  John- 
son       12,  0,0— No.  8 

Cash  paid  Christian  DeMorree 
for  going  Express  to  Lord 
Stirling  4,  0,0  ] 

Cash  paid  Tobias  Ham  for  going  ^No.  9 

Express  to  Mr.  Walton 2,  0,0 


£    95,  5,9 
Cash  paid  for  going  Express  to 
Colonel  Morris  1,  4,0— No.10 


96,  9,9 

[Indorsed] 

1765 
Account  against  the 
Province  of  New  York 
for  sundry  Disbursments 
in  this  year. 
25  Sept*  1765 
Read  in    Council 
&  Warrant  Issued  for 
£96-9-9 


From  William  Franklin 

Burlington  Septr  25,  1765 
Sir 

Having  yesterday  had  a  Meeting  with  the  Council  of 
this  Province,  and  ask'd  their  Advice  concerning  the 
Measures  necessary  to  be  taken  for  the  Security  of  the 
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Stamp'd  Paper  when  it  arrives  from  England,  They  were 
unanimously  of  the  Opinion  contained  in  the  following 
Extract  from  their  Minutes,  viz1 

"The  Council,  having  considered  the  Matters  laid 
"before  them  by  the  Governor,  are  of  Opinion,  That  as 
"no  Instruction,  or  Intelligence,  has  been  receiv'd,  men- 
tioning by  what  Conveyance  the  Stamps  may  be  sent 
"into  this  Colony,  and  as  there  is  not  at  present  any  Dis- 
tributor of  Stamps  in  the  Colony,  nor  any  Fortress  or 
"Place  of  Defence  in  the  same,  where  the  Stamps  can  be 
"lodged  in  Safety  till  a  Distributor  is  appointed,  There- 
fore the  Council  do  advise  his  Excellency  to  write  to  His 
"Honour  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  New  York,  desiring 
"the  Favour  of  him  to  direct  that  the  Stamps  destined 
"for  this  Province  should  be  received  &  lodged  safely  in 
"the  Fort  at  New  York,  if  they  should  arrive  in  that  Port, 
"until  proper  Measures  can  be  taken  to  bring  them  into 
"this  Province." 

As  the  Preservation  of  the  Stamp'd  Paper  is  a  Mat- 
ter of  great  Importance  to  His  Majesty's  Revenue,  I  do, 
agreeable  to  the  Council's  Advice,  request,  Sir,  that  you 
would  be  pleased  to  give  the  Directions  therein  men- 
tioned. 

I  am,  with  great  Regard, 
Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

Wm.  Franklin 

The  Honourable  ) 
Govr  Colden  J 


From  Sir  William  Johnson 

Albany  Octbr  1st  1765 
Dear  Sir 

My  Son  will  have  the  honour  to  deliver  you  this,  He 
now  sets  out  for  New  York  in  order  to  accompany  Lord 
Adam  Gordon  to  England  &  under  the  kind  protection  of 
that  nobleman  I  expect  the  Jaunt  will  tend  much  to  his 
improvement. 
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I  purposed  to  have  gone  down  to  N  York  but  besides 
my  being  a  little  indisposed,  I  am  oblidged  to  wait  the 
Arrival  of  Mr  Croghan,  who  is  daily  expected,  and  will 
probably  be  accompanied  by  Pondiac  with  some  Westeren 
Indians. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  hear  of  your  firmness,  and  of 
the  precautions  you  have  taken  to  prevent  any  riotous 
Assembly,  which  might  be  well  apprehended. 

I  hear  from  Mr  Banyar  that  Cap1  Johnsons  Patent  for 
the  2000  Acres  will  soon  be  ready,  and  I  am  much  oblidged 
to  your  kindness  in  that  Affair. 

I  would  not  let  my  Son  go  without  writing  to  you,  tho 
time  will  not.  permit  me  to  add  more  at  present,  than  that 

I  am 
with  great  sincerity 
Dear  Sir 
Your  most  obedient  Humble  Servant 

Wm.  Johnson 
P.S.  I  should  be  glad  to 
know  whether  the  Survey 
of  ye  Land  at  Conajohare 
be  sent  Home,  &  when 

The  Honbte 

Lieu1  Govr  Colden 


From  Sir  William  Johnson 

Johnson  Hall  Octbr  11th  1765 
Dear  Sir 

Since  my  last  I  have  been  favoured  wth  your  Letter  of 
the  29th  Ulto.  and  I  give  you  thanks  for  the  Several  par- 
ticulars it  contained. 

The  Steps  you  have  taken  for  ye  Security  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Crown,  are  as  resolute,  as  they  are  necessary, 
for  in  Riots  of  a  Mob,  no  Person  can  think  himself  safe 
unless  he  is  one  of  them.  I  imagine  the  more  prudent 
of  the  party  men,  (if  they  can  be  thought  to  have  any 
prudence)  will  abate  of  their  furious  zeal,  on  Seeing  its 
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effects  in  the  conduct  of  the  populace,  if  not,  they  must 
be  considered  as  Ring  leaders.  The  Liberty  of  the  press 
is  a  darling  Subject,  generally  insisted  most  upon,  by 
those  who  most  abuse  it,  but  however  Papers  tending  so 
flagrantly  to  Sedition,  as  that  you  represent  should  not 
escape,  being  subversive  of  y6  constitution  itself.  I 
heartily  thank  you  for  your  good  offices  concerning  Cap1 
Johnsons  Patent.  The  Changes  at  Home  has  prevented 
their  attending  much  of  late  to  Affairs  here,  but  appli- 
cation was  to  be  made  for  my  Land  the  Moment  the  Sur- 
vey arrived,  so  that  I  expect  soon  to  hear  more  about  it. 

I  wish  my  business  &  health  may  permit  me  to  be  at 
New  York  about  the  time  of  Sr  Harry  Moore's  arrival, 
but  in  case  of  any  impediment,  I  have  no  doubt  of  yr 
good  offices  to  introduce  me  to  his  Acquaintance  in  ye 
best  manner 

I  am  affectionately  &  sincerely 
Dear  Sir 
Your  Welwisher  &  most  Humble  Servant 

Wm.  Johnson 

The  Honble 

L*  Govr  Coldbn 


From  Thomas  Gage 

New  York  October  15th  1765 
Sir, 

In  the  Autumn  1763,  the  Province  of  New  York  fur- 
nished Men  to  the  Publick  Service,  who  were  to  continue 
in  Service  the  ensuing  Campain.  They  had  besides  in 
Pay,  one  hundred  and  Seventy  odd  Men  whose  Times 
of  Service  expired  the  May  following.  But  the  Assembly 
made  a  further  Provision  of  Pay  for  this  Number  of  Men 
in  April,  that  the  Quota  of  this  Province  might  be  com- 
pleated  to  Serve  the  Campain.  You  was  pleased  to  ac- 
quaint me  of  the  Intentions  of  the  Assembly  in  this  Re- 
spect, and  to  desire  I  would  write  to  Albany  to  get  the 
Men  enlisted.  I  wrote  accordingly  to  Colonel  Bradstreet 
who  employed  People  to  enlist  Men  for  the  New  York 
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Regiment,  agreeable  thereto,  and  a  Number  were  enlisted 
sent  up  the  Country,  and  employed  during  the  Campain. 
On  Account  of  some  want  in  Form,  the  Provincial  Pay- 
Masters  refused  Payment  to  these  Men,  when  they  paid 
the  rest.  They  have  sent  me  Petitions  concerning  this 
Matter,  but  as  I  had  it  not  in  my  Power  to  pay  them,  I 
referred  them  to  you.  They  did  their  Duty  and  served 
the  Province,  and  it  is  hard  they  should  not  be  paid  for  a 
want  in  Form.  They  with  Reason  think  themselves  in- 
jured and  Seek  Redress;  and  being  told  they  might  have 
Recourse  on  the  Person  who  enlisted  them,  they  are  com- 
mencing Suits  against  Colonel  Bradstreet.  The  Colonel 
enlisted  them  upon  my  communicating  to  him,  your  De- 
sire to  me  on  that  Head,  and  the  Assembly  has  granted 
Supplys  for  these  Men:  It  is  therefore  hard  that  Colonel 
Bradstreet  should  be  troubled  with  vexatious  Suits  on 
this  Account,  which  makes  me  take  the  Liberty  to  lay 
this  Matter  before  you,  and  to  beg  of  you  to  order  the 
Provincial  Pay  Masters  to  pay  the  Men  what  is  justly 
due  to  them;  and  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you,  an 
attested  List  of  their  Names. 
I  am  with  great  Regard, 
Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

Thos-  Gage 
P.S. 

The  affairs  you  represented  to  me 

concerning  the  Recruit,  has  been  examined,  it  was 

a  scandalous  affair,  and  I  have  ordered  the  money  to  be  refunded, 

and  the  Persons  concerned  to  be  punished.  T.  G. 

Honble  Lieu*.  Gov1"  Coldbn 


From  Jared  Ingersoll 

N:HAVEN310ctr1765 
Sr 

Yesterday  I  received  your  favour  of  the  28th  advising 
me  of  the  Safe  arrival  of  part  of  the  Stamp  papers  in- 
tended for  this  Colony.  I  immediately  advised  with  the 
Governour  on  the  Subject  &  for  Answer  have  to  Say,  that 
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as  the  people  of  this  Colony  have  with  impunity  offered 
the  most  high  handed  violence  to  my  person  on  account 
of  my  having  undertaken  to  be  Distributor  of  Stamps 
And  still  Continue  their  threats  to  me  in  case  I  shall  inter- 
meddle with  the  Stamp  papers,  as  also  the  destruction  of 
the  papers  themselves,  and  as  the  house  of  Representa- 
tives of  this  Colony  have  lately  voted  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment itself  unprecedented  &  unconstitutional  whereby 
the  peoples  Spirits  are  kept  up,  and  as  we  have  no  Strong 
hold  wherein  to  place  the  papers,  I  Cannot  think  it  Safe 
for  me  or  the  papers  or  prudent  to  bring  them  into  the 
Colony  &  have  therefore  only  to  thank  you  for  your  past 
goodness  &  to  repeat  to  you  my  request  that  you  will  be 
So  good  as  to  keep  &  protect  the  papers  that  have  or  shall 
arrive  at  N.York  until  you  Shall  receive  further  direc- 
tions about  the  Same. 
I  amSr 

Yr  Most  Obed1  Humb  Serv* 

J.  Ingersoll 

[Indorsed] 

To 
the  Hon1  Cad1"  Colden  Esqr 

at 
N.  York 


Notice   Served   on    Governor    Colden    Concerning    the 

Stamp  Act 

To  the  Honble  Cadwallader  Colden  Esq.  Lieut.  Governor 

of  the  City  of  New  York 
Sir, 

The  People  of  this  City  &  Province  of  New  York, 
have  been  inform'd  y1  you  bound  yourself  under  an  Oath 
to  be  the  Chief  Murderer  of  their  Rights  &  Privileges, 
by  acting  as  an  Enemy  to  your  King  and  Country  to 
Liberty  &  Mankind  in  the  Inforcement  of  the  Stamp-Act 
which  we  are  unanimously  determined  shall  never  take 
Place  among  us,  so  long  as  a  Man  has  Life  to  defend  his 
injured  Country — Thus  wicked  men  of  old  conspired 
ag*  Paul  an  Apostle  of  J.  Christ,  and  bound  themselves 
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under  a  Curse,  that  they  would  neither  eat  nor  drink,  till 
they  killed  him ;  but  God  defeated  their  Bloody  Purposes, 
as  we  trust  he'll  do  yours,  and  Paul  was  deliver'd.  How 
it  fared  with  his  intended  assassins  History  does  not  cer- 
tainly inform  us ;  but  we  can  with  certainty  assure  you  of 
your  Fate  if  you  do  not  this  Night  Solemnly  make  Oath 
before  a  Magistrate,  &  publish  to  The  People,  that  you 
never  will,  directly  nor  indirectly,  by  any  Act  of  yours 
or  any  Person  under  your  Influence,  endeavour  to  in- 
troduce or  execute  the  Stamp-Act,  or  any  Part  of  it,  that 
you  will  to  the  utmost  of  your  Power  prevent  its  taking 
Effect  here,  and  endeavour  to  obtain  a  Repeal  of  it  in 
England.    So  help  you  God. 

We  have  heard  of  your  Design  or  Menace  to  fire  upon 
the  Town,  in  Case  of  Disturbance,  but  assure  yourself, 
that,  if  you  dare  to  Perpetrate  any  Such  murderous  Act, 
you'll  bring  your  grey  Hairs  with  Sorrow  to  the  Grave, 
You'll  die  a  Martyr  to  your  own  Villainy,  &  be  Hang'd, 
like  Porteis,  [Porteous]  upon  a  Sign-Post,  as  a  Memento 
to  all  wicked  Governors,  and  that  every  Man,  that  assists 
you,  Shall  be,  surely,  put  To  Death. 

New  York. 

[Indorsed] 

To 
The  Honble  Cadwallader 
Golden  Esqr  Lieut.  Governor  of 
New  York 
To  the  Care  of  the  Public 

This  Paper  was  delivered  at  the  Fort  Gate,  by  an  unknown  hand, 
on  Friday  Evening  November  1st,  1765,  a  few  Minutes  before  the  Mob 
came  up.  The  same,  or  a  similar  one,  had  been  up  at  the  Coffee 
House  all  Day 


From  Archibald  Kennedy 

Coventry  New  York  Novr  1st  1765 
Sir 

I  have  yours  of  this  date  informing  me  that  there  is 
reason  to  apprehend  there  will  this  night  be  a  Mob  & 
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desiring  you  may  have  Marines  to  reinforce  the  Troops 
that  are  in  the  Fort. 

In  consequence  of  which  I  have  ordered  Lieutenant 
Owen  &  twenty  four  Marines  to  be  landed  from  His 
Majestys  Ships  &  to  follow  your  Orders.  You  may  at  all 
times  depend  on  every  assistance  in  my  power  for  the 
good  of  His  Majestys  Service  but  must  beg  you  will  con- 
sider that  by  doing  this  I  leave  the  Ships  without  Marine 
S entry s,  &  as  most  of  our  men  are  imprest  there  is  a  great 
risque  of  their  deserting  I  have  the  honor  to  be 
Sir 
Your  most  obedient  &  very  Humble  Serv* 

Arch*  Kennedy 
To 
His  Excellency  Governor  Colden 


From  Archibald  Kennedy 

Coventry  New  York  Novr  2d  1765 
Sir 

I  have  this  instant  received  yours  of  this  date  inform- 
ing me  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Council  that  the  Stamped 
Papers  should  be  sent  on  board  one  of  the  King's  Ships 
as  they  are  already  lodged  in  Fort  George  which  is  a  place 
of  security  sufficient  to  protect  them  from  any  attempts 
the  Mob  can  possibly  make  to  destroy  them,  cannot  con- 
ceive any  plausible  reason  for  moving  them,  &  indeed 
the  very  attempting  to  move  them  must  be  attended  with 
much  greater  risque  than  they  can  possibly  run  while 
there,  I  shall  ever  be  ready  when  necessity  requires  to 
give  you  all  the  assistance  I  possibly  can.  I  have  the 
Honor  to  be 
Sir 
Your  most  Obedient  Humble  Servant 

Arch.  Kennedy 

His  Excellency  Governor  Colden 
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Engineers'  Report  on  Means  of  Strengthening 
Fort  George 

Fort  George  2d  Novr  1765 

The  most  necessary  &  Expeditious  way  of  putting  this 
Fort  in  an  immediate  posture  of  defence. 

A  Number  of  Barrells  Boxes  or  such  Instruments  as 
will  contain  a  sufficient  quantity  of  earth  to  make  them 
Musquet  proof  to  be  put  on  the  Salient  Angles  of  the 
Bastions  to  form  a  Lodgement  for  12  Men  each,  filld  with 
earth  4  ft.  6  in.  high.  The  Earth  for  filling  them  to  be 
taken  from  the  inside  of  the  parapet  leaving  only  a 
Banquet  inside  of  the  Barrells  Boxes  &c.  A  piece  of 
artillery  behind  those  lodgements  towards  the  shoulders 
of  the  Bastions. 

Two  Pieces  of  light  artillery  covered  with  their  man- 
telets &c.  to  be  mounted  on  each  Flank  &  the  shoulders 
rais'd  to  cover  them. 

A  Howitzer  to  be  mounted  on  each  Curtin  towards 
the  Town 

The  Crows  feet  to  be  scetterd  to  the  Gate,  Sorties  and 
other  practicable  Avenues  to  the  Fort. 

All  the  Remainder  of  the  Chevaux  des  frises  to  be 
fix'd  and  ready  to  plant  along  the  places  where  the  para- 
pet remains  en  harbet  and  to  be  steadied  by  some  Earth 
thrown  against  them 

A  Lodgment  of  Mattresses  or  Bedding  or  any  thing 
proper  to  make  a  Covering  a  top  of  the  large  House  for  a 
Serjeant  &  12  good  men  who  have  been  practised  to 
firing. 

One  hundred  hand  Grenades  to  be  lodg'd  at  each  Cur- 
tin &  forty  near  each  small  lodgment  on  the  Points  of 
the  Bastions  to  be  loaded  &  ready  to  be  lighted  &  thrown. 

The  Gate  to  be  Barricaded  within  at  Night  as  fast  as 
possible  &  two  pieces  of  large  artillery  to  be  planted 
against  it,  &  two  light  pieces  at  some  distance  behind  the 
Chevaux  des  frises. 

The  several  Fronts  of  the  Fort  to  be  disencumbered 
from  the  Buildings  &c 

VOL.   VII 
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'Twould  be  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  Fort  if 
Cap1  Kennedy's  House  was  taken  possession  of  as  it  com- 
mands two  Fronts  the  most  accessible  of  the  Fort. 

Proper  Instruments  &  Workmen  for  the  defence 
should  be  immediately  provided  and  a  sufficient  number 
of  Men  at  least  three  hundred. 

Notwithstanding  the  above  Improvements  for  the 
defence  of  the  place,  its  still  under  great  inconveniences 
arising  principally  from  the  want  of  proper  cover  within, 
&  being  commanded  by  the  Circumjacent  Buildings. 

Harry  Gordon 
T.  Sowers 
John  Montresor 


Anonymous  Warning  Sent  to  Cadwallader  Colden 

Sir 

As  one  who  is  an  enemy  to  Mischief  of  all  kinds,  & 
a  Well  wisher  to  you  &  your  Family,  I  give  you  this 
Notice  that  Evil  is  determined  against  you  &  your  Ad- 
herents &  will  in  all  human  Probability  take  Effect,  un- 
less Speedily  prevented  by  your  public  Declaration  upon 
Oath,  That  you  will  never,  in  any  Manner,  countenance, 
or  assist,  in  the  Execution  of  the  Stamp  Act,  or  anything 
belonging  to  it;  and  also,  that  you  will,  to  the  utmost  of 
your  Power,  endeavour  to  get  it  repealed  in  England, 
and  meanwhile  prevent  its  taking  Effect  here.  Your 
Life  may  depend  upon  the  Notice  you  take  of  this 
Advice. 

Benevoltjs 
P.S.    I  well  know  the  Guides  of  the  People  would  only 
shew  you  that  they  may  dare  also;  but  don't  incense 
them,  for  God's  Sake,  by  an  unpolitical  Contempt !    You 
are  not  safe  at  Flushing. 

[Indorsed] 

The  Honble  Cadwallader  Colden  Esqr  Lieut.  Govr 
of  New  York 

New  York 

THIS  PAPER  WAS  FOUND  IN  AN  OYSTER  SHELL  AT  THE 
FORT  GATE  ON  SUNDAY  MORNING  Nov.  3,  1765 
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From  Thomas  James 

Garland  Novr  5th  1765 
Sir 

I  am  sorry  I  could  not  see  you  yesterday  Morning 
before  I  came  on  board  but  having  observed  that  the  cor- 
ner of  Blondel's  house  was  always  crouded  with  Mob; 
I  was  forced  to  take  an  Early  farewell  least  their  threats 
should  be  put  in  Execution.  This  Sir,  I  hope  will  apolo- 
gize; and  I  would  now  go  on  Shore  to  have  the  pleasure 
of  taking  leave  of  you,  were  I  not  restraind  by  the  Folks 
on  board. 

Captain  Davis  Sails  this  Afternoon,  I  beg  the  Honour 
of  your  Commissions.  The  Gaspee  sees  me  out  of  the 
Hook,  by  order  of  Captain  Kennedy.  God  Bless  you 
good  Sir,  and  may  you  meet  with  ample  Satisfaction  in 
the  fullness  of  time,  for  the  Unheard  of,  and  unparrellel'd 
Insul[t]s  of  a  Rebellious  Mob. 

My  sincere  Respects  attends  Both  your  Sons,  and 
beg  leave  to  return  my  most  greatful  thanks  for  all 
favours  Recieved  from  your  house  and  family.  My  Com- 
pliments waits  on  Mr  Bayard,  for  whom  I  have  a  Singu- 
lar regard.  I  am  with  the  Greatest  Respect 
Your  Most  Obedient  humble  Servant 

Thomas  James 

[Indorsed] 

To 
The  Honorable  Cadwalladee 
Coldbn 


To  the  Honble  Cadwalladar  Colden  Esqr  Lieutenant 
Governour  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  His  Majesty's 
Province  of  New  York  &  the  Territories  depending  there- 
on in  North  America  &c  &c  &c 

The  Memorial  of  Major  Thomas  James  Commanding 
Officer  of  Artillery  in  North  America  humbly  sheweth. 

That  in  the  Night  of  the  1st  Instant,  your  Memorial- 
ist's Dwelling  House  situated  in  New  York  was  set  on 
fire  by  a  Mob  &  all  his  Household  Furniture,  Wearing 
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Apparel  of  himself  &  family,  Cellar,  Library  of  three 
hundred  choise  Books,  a  great  many  of  His  Majesty's 
Papers  &  Plans,  besides  all  his  Manuscripts  &  Curiosi- 
ties of  Antiquity;  also  the  Wearing  Apparell  &  Camp 
Equipage  of  two  of  his  Officers,  then  absent,  were  in- 
tirely  consumed  by  the  Fire  made  by  the  said  Mob,  oc- 
casion'd  by  the  Exertion  of  your  Memorialist  in  the  Ex- 
ecution of  his  Duty,  in  the  Defence  of  Fort  George, 
threatened  to  be  consumed  &  plunder'd  by  the  said  Mob 
on  Account  of  His  Majesty's  Stamp  Papers  therein  con- 
tain'd 

Your  Memorialist  therefore  begs  leave  to  represent 
to  your  Honour  that  the  loss  of  the  before  mention'd  Ef- 
fects on  a  moderate  Computation  amounts  to  Two  Thou- 
sand Pounds  Sterling  and  as  your  Memorialist  is  in  the 
greatest  Distress  by  so  malicious  a  Transaction,  he  hum- 
bly intreats  Your  Honour  to  take  his  Misfortune  into 
Consideration  &  be  so  good  to  use  your  Interest  that  your 
Memorialist  may  be  reimbursed  the  beforemention'd 
Sum  of  Two  Thousand  Pounds  Sterling  to  make  good 
the  loss  he  has  sustain'd  by  the  Execution  of  his  Duty 
and  your  Memorialist  will  ever  pray 

Thomas  James 

On  board  His  Majesty's  Ship  Garland 
in  the  Harbour  of  New  York  November 
6th  1765 


From  Thomas  James 

Garland  Novr  6th  1765 
Dear  Sir 

Upon  reflecting  on  the  distracted  site  of  the  Inhabit- 
ants; and  the  place  you  Stand,  in  their  Opinion  and 
resolves:  give  me  leave  Great  Sir,  tho'  vastly  inferior  in 
every  respect  to  your  knowledge  and  discernment,  to 
pray  you,  so  soon  as  the  Governour  arrives:  to  Embark 
for  the  Court  of  Great  Britain.  You  can  never  be  safe, 
I  think ;  and  a  Ribband  is  no  bad  thing.  May  I  expect  or 
rather  hope  your  pardon  for  this  presumption?    If  you 
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favour  me  in  this,  it  will  Add  more  than  abundance  to 
the  Favours  I  have  already  received  from 
DrSir 
Your  most  sincere  friend  and  Devoted  humble  Servant 
Ever  to  Command 

Thomas  James 

P.S.    Pray  oblige  me  in  the  kindest  manner  to  both 

your  Good  Sons  and  Mr  Bayard 
To  the  Honorable  Cadwallader  Colden  Esqr 


To  the  Freeholders  &  Inhabitants  of  the  City  of  New 
York 

Gentlemen 

We  have  now  the  Stamped  Papers  in  our  own  Hands, 
so  that  there  is  a  Prospect  of  our  enjoying  Peace  once 
more;  all  then  that  we  have  to  do  is  to  promote  this 
Peace;  to  do  which  we  are  under  many  Obligations;  of 
which  what  follows  will  be  a  Proof; 
1st  We  have  entirely  accomplish'd  all  we  wanted  in  res- 
cuing the  Stamps  from  the  Hands  of  our  inveterate 
Enemy;  to  proceed  any  farther  then  would  only  hurt  the 
good  Cause  in  which  we  are  engaged. 
2dly  As  we  have  promised,  both  for  ourselves  &  by  our 
Representatives  whom  we  ourselves  have  chosen,  that  if 
the  Stamps  were  lodged  in  the  Hands  of  these  our  Rep- 
resentatives (as  they  now  are)  we  would  be  quiet  &  no 
Harm  should  be  done,  the  Honour  &  Credit  of  the  City 
lie  at  Stake,  &  shall  we  ruin  our  own  Credit?  I  am  per- 
suaded no  one  would  be  so  infatuated  as  to  attempt  it. 
Let  us  then  as  we  have  joined  Hand  in  Hand  in  effecting 
the  Peace  that  now  subsists  also  join  in  preserving  it. 
This  will  shew  that  we  have  Conduct  as  well  as  Cour- 
age, prove  that  we  have  acted,  not  as  a  Mob,  but  as 
Friends  to  Liberties  &  be  as  strong  an  Argument  as  we 
can  use  to  obtain  a  Repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act. 

[Indorsed] 

This  Paper  was  put  up  at  the  Coffee  House  Wednesday,  November 
6,  1765,  and  after  remaining  there  good  part  of  the  day,  was  taken  down 
after  night  and  brought  to  the  Governor 
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From  Sir  William  Johnson 
D       g.  Johnson  Hall  Novbr  9th  1765 

Altho  I  have  not  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  from 
you  lately,  yet  I  would  not  neglect  assuring  You  of  the 
satisfaction  it  has  afforded  me  on  hearing  that  your  late 
spirited  conduct  has  mett  wth  his  Majestys  Approbation. 
Give  me  leave  to  congratulate  you  sincerely  upon  the 
Occasion,  &  to  assure  you  that  it  will  give  me  equal  plea- 
sure to  hear  that  the  rest  of  your  conduct  in  support  of 
the  rights  of  the  Mother  Country  &  the  honour  of  the 
Crown  shall  meet  with  the  same  Royal  Notice. 

Mr  Croghan  is  returned  having  succeeded  in  his  Jour- 
ney, altho  he  encountered  many  Difficulties  was  himself 
wounded,  and  had  3  Indians  &  2  White  men  killed,  the 
Death  of  the  Indians  greatly  contributed  to  his  Success, 
the  Nations  in  that  Quarter  soon  repenting  of  what  they 
had  done,  &  assisting  him  in  his  Journey,  in  hopes  that 
he  would  accommodate  Matters  between  them,  &  the 
Nations  who  had  received  the  blow,  by  the  killing  of 
their  Deputys.  This  was  the  more  fortunate,  as  Mr 
Sinnot,  who  was  sent  from  the  Southward,  was  plundered 
of  a  considerable  present  and  narrowly  escaped  with  his 
life  in  a  boat  from  the  Illinois  without  being  able  to  effect 
anything  You  will  doubtless  See  Mr  Croghan  who  can 
give  you  many  other  particulars. 

If  Cap1  Johnsons  Patent  is  ready  should  be  glad  it 
was  committed  to  some  carefull  hand,  and  whatever  Fees 
may  be  due  upon  it,  Mr  Darlington  will  be  directed  to 
pay  imediately. 

I  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  hearing  from  you  soon, 
in  the  interim 

I  remain  as  ever 
Dear  Sir 

Yours  most  sincerely  &  affectt7 

Wm.  Johnson 

P.S.  Novbr  15th— 

My  Letter  not  being  time  enough  for  the  last  Post,  lay 

till  now  on  my  Table,  Since  writing  the  foregoing  I 
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have  heard  of  the  Extraordinary  Tumult  at  New  York, 
and  the  Extravigant  Lengths  to  which  the  deluded  Mob 
were  led,  I  realy  dont  know  what  to  Say  to  such  an 
audacious  Insult  on  his  Majestys  Government  Garrison 
&  Officers  of  the  Crown,  in  my  opinion  (allowing  all  their 
Arguments  on  the  hardship  of  the  Stamp  Act)  their  late 
behaviour  might  in  some  measure  Justify  any  proceed- 
ings against  them,  and  if  something  is  not  done  here,  or 
at  Home  in  consequence  thereof  Adieu  to  their  pretended 
Darling  the  British  Constitution  in  America.  I  under- 
stand Sir  Henry  Moore  is  hourly  expected,  you  have  set  a 
proper  Example,  and  I  hope  he  will  enter  upon  the  Gov- 
ernment with  Spirit,  and  Support  the  Just  rights  of  the 
Crown  with  a  becoming  firmness.  Adieu  Dear  Sir 
&  pray  let  me  hear  from  you  Soon. 
Yrs  most  Cordialy 
W.J. 

The  Honl^ 

Lt.  Govr.  Golden 


From  Alexander  Colden 

[November,  1765?] 

Wednesday  afternoon 
Dr  Sr 

Imediately  on  Richards  comeing  to  Town  this  fore- 
noon I  waited  on  the  Govr  with  your  letter.  He  read 
both  while  I  was  with  him  and  then  said  he  Suposed  I 
knew  the  Contents.  On  my  answering  I  did  not  He  then 
read  both  letters  to  me  and  observed  that  when  he  came 
over  he  was  a  stranger  to  every  person  in  the  place  excpt 
Mr  Reade  &  Cruger  whom  he  had  seen  in  Jamaica  &  that 
he  was  unacquainted  with  the  State  of  the  Province. 
That  he  had  desired  of  you  Copys  of  your  letters  to  the 
Ministry  for  his  information  That  you  had  declined  let- 
ting him  see  them  but  had  offer'd  him  abstracts  and  that 
this  was  the  first  Scrap  of  paper  he  had  had  from  you 
Since.  That  he  could  not  think  what  your  reasons  were 
for  refusing  him  a  sight  of  yr  letters  unless  being  warm 
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at  the  time  you  wrote  you  found  you  had  wrote  with  too 
much  Spirit.  Now  said  he  the  Ministry  expects  I  have 
been  fully  informed  of  every  thing  that  passed  and  of 
the  Situation  of  the  Province  but  instead  of  that,  he  had 
been  kept  in  the  Dark  and  still  remained  so  as  to  many 
things  in  particular  as  to  what  is  mentioned  in  Mr  Con- 
ways  letter  about  Mr  Horsmanden  &  Mr  Smith.  That 
he  had  found  the  Council  and  every  officer  in  the  Gov1 
very  remise  in  their  Duty. 

I  Supose  he  will  write  much  in  the  same  Strain  he 
Spoke  to  me  &  will  endeavour  to  excuse  his  Conduct  by 
saying  you  had  not  informed  him  as  was  expected  & 
throw  the  blame  off  of  his  own  shoulders  as  much  as  pos- 
sible on  yours 

He  Spoke  to  me  about  the  riots  particularly  the  last 
&  said  the  Stamp  act  was  now  out  of  the  question  and 
only  a  pretence  for  a  Mobs  Collecting  in  order  to  plunder 
that  he  did  not  doubt  but  they  would  at  the  rate  they 
went  on  fix  on  houses  were  the  best  plunder  and  that 
they  would  not  want  for  a  pretence  to  fall  upon  such  a 
House.  When  I  first  went  into  his  room  I  found  Mr 
French  and  a  New  England  man  with  them,  they  were 
then  talking  on  the  Subject  of  the  Riots  in  this  and  the 
Neighbouring  Govts  The  Govr  observed  the  same  to  him 
as  I  just  now  mentioned  &  repeated  it  to  me  afterwards. 
The  Man  said  he  fear'd  there  was  too  much  truth  in  what 
the  Govr  said  for  that  he  was  with  the  last  Mob  when 
they  were  at  Pintards  house  in  the  Night.  That  when 
they  were  prevented  from  breaking  into  his  house  They 
then  insisted  he  should  send  them  a  pipe  of  wine  to  drink 
This  the  Man  said  look'd  more  like  a  design  he  must  own 
to  plunder  then  a  Serving  the  good  Cause  &  that  he  had 
told  the  Mob  so.  The  Govr  said  to  the  Man  Then  how 
easy  would  it  be  to  put  an  end  to  these  Mobs  if  the 
Gentn  would  Join  the  Magistrates  &  if  they  were  not  able 
to  do  it  for  them  to  aply  for  Military  assistance,  to  read 
the  riot  Act  &  if  they  did  not  disperse  to  fire  upon  them 
imediately  &  added  I'll  be  bound  if  the  Gentn  in  the  place 
were  in  good  Earnest  to  Supress  this  Mobing  this  method 
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would  do  it  Effectually  Mr  French  and  the  other  man 
left  the  room  before  I  deliver'd  your  letter  &  none  but  he 
&  I  together  after  that — I  mentioned  to  him  that  when 
the  Inhabitants  had  declared  themselves  well  satisfied 
with  yT  assuring  them  you  would  not  Issue  the  Stamps 
till  his  arrival  but  that  the  Mob  were  not  satisfied  you 
had  proposed  to  them  to  Arm  and  Join  the  Fort  in  the 
manner  he  had  Just  now  mentioned  but  that  they  de- 
clined it  which  had  too  great  an  Appearance  that  they 
Coutenanced  them  notwithstanding  their  Declaration 

Inclosed  I  Send  you  Boston  paper  which  Contains  lat- 
ter news  then  what  we  have  by  the  Packet 

We  are  all  well  and  offer  our  Dutifull  regards  I  am 
DrSr 
Yr  Most  Obed*  &  Dutifull  Son 

Alex1*  Colden 

The  Sons  of  Liberty  of  this 
place  have  wrote  to  Phila:  that 
if  they  do  not  make  Hughs  resign  as 
fully  as  the  other  Distributors  have 
done   They  will  disown  them  &  hold 
no  longer  Correspondence  with  them 


The  Board  of  Trade  to  Sir  Henry  Moore 

Whitehall  Novt  26th  1765 
Sir, 

The  Inclosed  is  the  Copy  of  a  Report  made  by  His 
Majesty's  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General  to  the  Lords  of 
the  Committee  of  Council  upon  the  Consideration  of  an 
Alteration,  which  we  thought  fit  to  make  in  that  Article 
of  the  Draught  of  Your  General  Instructions  which  re- 
lates to  Appeals. 

This  Report,  which  we  send  you  by  their  Lordships 
Order,  will  point  out  to  you  the  Reason  for  restoring  that 
Article  to  the  same  Words  and  Form,  in  which  it  stood  to 
Your  Predecessors  in  Government  since  the  Year  1753, 
and  therefore  you  will  make  such  use  of  it,  as  the  Nature 
of  the  Case  and  the  Good  of  His  Majesty's  Service  shall 
appear  to  You  to  require. 
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As  this  Report  of  the  Attorney  and  Solictor  General 
refers  to  the  Alteration  we  thought  fit  to  recommend  in 
the  Draught  of  the  Instructions  to  You,  We  likewise 
inclose  to  you  a  Copy  of  Our  Representation  to  His 
Majesty  upon  that  Draught  of  Instructions,  in  which 
you  will  see  the  Grounds  and  Reasons  upon  which  that 
Alteration  was  recommended 
We  are 
Sir 

Your  very  loving  Friends, 
Dartmouth 
Soame  Jenyns 
John  Roberts 

Sr  Henry  Moore,  Bar* 

Gov1"  of  New  York 

[Indorsed] 

Letter  from  the  Board  of  Trade 

inclosing  papers  relative  to  the 

Appeal  in  the  Case  of  Cunningham 

&  Forsey. 

22d  March  1766  Read  in  Council 
and  ordered  to  be  entered. 


From  Henry  Seymour  Conway 

S*  James's  15th  Decr  1765 
Sir, 

I  have  received  your  Letter  of  the  5th  of  November, 
by  Major  James,  and  That  of  the  9th  of  the  same  Month, 
by  the  Packet,  with  the  Minutes  of  the  Council  of  New 
York  from  the  31st  October  to  the  6th  November;  all 
which  I  immediately  laid  before  The  King.  His  Majesty 
was  extremely  sensible  of  the  Delicacy  and  Difficulty  of 
Your  Situation  and  very  willing  to  make  every  possible 
allowance,  and  to  suppose  it  owing  more  to  Necessity, 
than  Want  of  Firmness  in  You,  that  the  unjustifiable 
Demands  of  the  People  met  with  so  much  Compliance: 
The  unanimous  Advice  of  the  Council,  and  the  concur- 
rent Opinion  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  His  Majes- 
ty's Forces,  is  a  stronger  Justification  of  your  Surrender- 
ing the  Stamps  to  the  Magistrates,  than  any  Argument 
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which  suggests  itself  at  this  Distance.  There  is  one  Cir- 
cumstance in  Your  Conduct,  which  neither  His  Majesty, 
nor  His  Servants,  can  at  all  approve;  which  is,  That  you 
should,  upon  any  Persuasion,  have  been  induced  to  a 
Declaration  and  Promise  of  taking  no  Step  'till  Sir  Henry 
Moore  should  arrive.  It  is  not  comprehended  upon  what 
Principle  you  could  take  upon  You  thus  to  suspend  the 
Power  of  Government,  'till  the  arrival  of  the  Governor. 
The  Power  and  Authority  of  Government  was  certainly 
fully  and  compleatly  in  Your  Hands:  If  Circumstances 
made  it  impossible  for  You  to  execute  Your  Powers  in 
any  Instance,  Impossibilities  are  not  expected  from  any 
Man,  and  such  Circumstances  would  have  excused  Your 
not  having  done  any  Thing;  But  I  do  not  see  how  You 
can  justify  Your  Promise  of  not  doing  any  Thing  'till 
Sir  Henry  Moore  arrived:  Whenever  That  happened, 
Your  authority  ceased,  and  You  could  no  Nothing:  So 
that,  in  Fact,  you  engaged,  that  You,  Yourself,  would 
never  act;  which,  it  is  conceived,  without  Instructions 
from  His  Majesty,  you  had  no  Right  to  do:  And,  con- 
sidering too,  that,  in  the  Council  of  the  31st  October,  You 
had  solemnly  engaged  to  do  Your  utmost  for  the  observa- 
tion of  the  Act,  It  will  require  very  strong  Reasons,  in- 
deed, to  justify  Your  engaging  Yourself,  within  a  few 
Days  after,  to  do  Nothing  towards  the  Execution  of  that 
same  Act;  when  a  Change  of  Circumstances  might  render 
it  practicable. 

From  Your  last  Letter,  I  have  Hopes  that  Time  will 
produce  a  Recollection,  which  may  lead  these  unhappy 
People  back  to  a  Sense  of  Their  Duty;  and  that,  in  the 
mean  Time,  every  proper  and  practicable  Measure  will 
be  taken  to  awe  that  licentious  Spirit,  which  has  hurried 
Them  to  these  Acts  of  Outrage  and  Violence,  equally 
dangerous  to  the  sober  and  well-disposed  Part  of  the 
People,  The  Ease  and  Quiet  of  the  City,  and  Subversive 
of  all  Order  and  Authority  among  Them. 

Sir  Henry  Moore  will  be  certainly  arrived  before  This 
reaches  You:  It  is  expected  therefore,  Sir,  from  Your 
Knowledge  of  the  Country  and  People,  that  You  should 
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inform  the  New  Governor  of  every  Thing  necessary  for 
His  Knowledge,  as  well  respecting  the  State  of  Things,  as 
the  Characters  and  Dispositions  of  Men  in  that  Country ; 
and,  in  regard  to  what  you  particularly  mention  of  Those 
employed  in  the  principal  Offices  of  the  Law,  He  will  see, 
that,  by  His  Instructions,  He  is  empowered  to  suspend 
Members  of  the  Council,  and  Officers  of  the  Law,  who 
shall  appear  to  deserve  it ;  being  in  that  Case  only  obliged 
to  send  Home  immediately  the  Reasons  and  Causes  of 
such  Suspension.  It  is  not  improbable  that  such  Times 
as  these  may  require  the  Exercise  of  that  Power:  As  it  is 
not  doubted,  the  Governor  will  use  it  with  Discretion,  So 
it  is  expected  He  should  not  want  Firmness  to  use  it 
boldly,  wherever  it  may  seem  useful  to  The  King's  Serv- 
ice, and  the  publick  Peace. 

I  am  with  great  Truth  &  Regard, 
Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

H.  S.  Conway 

Lieu1  Governor  Colden 


From  Thomas  James 

[December,  1765?] 
Sir 

So  soon  as  I  arrived  in  London  on  the  10th  December 
I  waited  on  General  Conway  with  the  Dispatch  you  hon- 
ourd  me  with  I  related  to  him  the  Disposition  of  the  In- 
habitants before  they  ever  knew  of  the  Stamp  Act  having 
passd  the  House  of  Commons,  and  so  lead  him  on  untill 
I  embarq'd  and  saild  on  the  8th  of  November 

General  Conway  was  astonish'd  and  would  have  taken 
me  to  the  King  that  very  Day  had  I  been  fit  to  have  been 
seen — I  have  gone  through  many  Examinations;  and  it 
is  impossible  to  conceive  the  pains  and  Trouble  the 
Americans  have  taken  to  obtain  a  Repeal,  no  Stone  has 
been  left  unturn'd,  many  Accusations  have  been  laid  to 
my  Charge,  all  which  I  have  answerd  to  His  Royal  High- 
ness the  Duke  of  Gloucester  Privy  Council,  Lords  and 
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Commons;  for  I  was  two  hours  and  a  half  at  the  Bar  of 
the  House — The  House  were  engaged  in  Reading  Ameri- 
can Letters  being  in  Number  400!  —  with  every  paper 
from  the  American  Press  with  all  their  Pamphlets  &c 
from  Tuesday  Wednesday  and  Friday  five  in  the  after- 
noon. There  were  three  more  examined  Viz1  Dr  Moffatt 
Mr  Howard  and  Col0  Mercer — mine  came  on  a  little 
before  nine  and  lasted  past  eleven — my  Accusations  I 
threatened  to  cram  the  Stamps  down  their  Throats  with 
the  End  of  my  Sword — 2d  If  they  attempted  to  rise  I 
would  drive  them  all  out  of  the  Town  for  a  pack  of  Ras- 
cals, with  four  and  twenty  men — 3d  That  I  had  in  Con- 
tempt to  the  Gentlemen  thrown  an  Almanack  into  the 
Fire  that  had  not  been  stampt — 4th  That  I  had  turnd 
some  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  off  the  Ramparts  of  Fort 
George,  because  they  should  not  see  the  Works  I  was 
carrying  on — 5th  That  I  had  been  over  Officious  in  my 
Duty — When  the  Questions  were  put  to  me  I  answer'd 
in  the  Affirmative  but  when  I  proceeded  the  House  Stop'd 
me,  and  would  not  allow  me  to  go  on  for  had  they  been 
true,  it  was  no  Sanction  for  their  private  Unnatural  and 
Brutal  Revenge  or  an  Indemnification  for  their  Insults 
upon  Government,  When  the  Duke  of  Gloucester  told 
me  I  had  been  a  Political  Writer  I  was  surpris'd,  but  I 
had  an  Opportunity  of  Introducing  my  Friend  John 
Morin  Scot  whom  I  painted  in  lively  Colours,  as  I  have 
done  to  His  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State.  I  would  not 
descend  to  particulars  in  the  House,  and  I  had  a  Round 
Game  to  play  between  Mr  Grenville  and  Conway  they 
alternately  asked  me  Questions.  But  at  length  upon  an 
American  Member's  asking  if  Mr  Colden  was  not  uni- 
versally disliked  to  which  I  began  to  answer  in  the  Affirm- 
ative when  another  member  rose  and  observ'd  it  was  no 
fair  Question  the  House  divided,  and  I  was  ordered  to 
withdraw,  and  have  never  been  call'd  upon  since 

Every  article  I  related  to  the  Duke  of  Gloucester  but 
at  the  same  time  observ'd,  that  the  True  Cause  of  my 
receiving  the  Cruel  and  Inhuman  treatment,  was  the 
certainty  of  my  being  in  the  Fort  with  the  Artillery  to 
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protect  His  Majesty's  L1  Governour  and  the  Packages 
of  Stamp  Papers  for  the  Honour  and  Dignity  of  His 
Majesty's  Crown,  and  the  Decrees  and  Laws  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  it  was  debated  in  the  House  whether 
all  the  Pamphlets  and  Letters,  from  America  should  not 
be  printed  and  the  authors  Names  at  full  Length,  it  was 
carried  not — For  it  was  observed  to  be  the  Crudest  Thing 
imaginable  to  expose  The  Friends  to  Governm1  to  the 
Insolence  of  the  Americans,  it  was  then  put ;  That  Those 
Gentlemen  who  had  sufferd  unheard  of  Cruelties  by  the 
unprovok'd  Americans  should  appear  at  the  Bar,  who 
could  not  now  be  apprehensive  of  either  being  murder'd 
or  having  their  Effects  destroyed!  and  by  this  Move  I 
was  summoned  to  both  Houses.  The  House  of  Lords 
were  so  clear  relative  to  the  Insolence  of  the  Ameri- 
cans from  Letters  &c  that  they  would  not  examine  either 
me  Moffatt  or  Howard — Mercer  was  examined 

I  was  allowd  to  be  in  the  House,  it  is  an  August  As- 
sembly but  the  Appearance  not  near  so  striking  to  a 
person  at  the  Bar  as  the  House  of  Commons. 

The  House  of  Commons  set  till  %  past  three  on  Mon- 
day morning  adjourn'd  on  Tuesday  the  House  of  Lords 
in  point  of  Question ;  whether  the  Mother  Country  has  a 
Right  to  lay  an  Internal  Tax  upon  the  Americans?  and 
whether  the  Colonies  are  not  subject  to  the  Decrees  of 
King  Lords  and  Commons.  Given  by  125  to  5  That  the 
Colonies  are  subject  to  the  Laws  of  Great  Britain;  and 
that  the  Acts  of  the  House  of  Commons  are  binding 
throughout  all  the  Colonies  of  America  The  5  in  favour 
of  America  were  Cambden — Paulet — Torrington — Corn- 
wallis — Shelburn — The  first  made  a  very  Good  Speech 
upon  a  Wrong  Cause  But  the  Lord  Chancellor  Cut  Him 
to  pieces;  and  observed;  He  wonderd  how  Lord  Cambden 
could  attempt  to  support  so  bad  so  dangerous  and  so 
unjust  an  Argument,  with  so  serene  a  Countenance;  The 
Commons  have  resolved  that  the  Colonies  ought  to  be 
subject  to  the  Laws  and  Decrees  of  Great  Britain;  they 
are  softening  all  Resolves  with  a  firmness,  that  they  shall 
be  permanent.    The  Repeal  of  the  Act  will  be  the  last 
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Resolve.  I  believe  it  will  be  softened — Mr  Pitt  Lost  him- 
self prodigiously  and  we  are  afraid  his  Speech  will  do  no 
Good  in  America;  Mr  Norton  worked  him  pretty  well, 
and  observed  that  he  ought  to  have  been  sent  to  the 
Tower  for  saying  that  the  House  had  no  Right  to  Tax  the 
Colonies  and  that  by  the  Unconstitutional  Act,  The  Com- 
pact was  broken  between  Great  Britain  and  America 

I  think  now  all  parties  will  agree  as  Mr  Grenville 
softens,  who  wanted  to  make  the  late  proceedings  of  the 
Americans  Treason,  Pit  and  Barry  (only).  They  had 
done  Right  Conway  and  Ministry  "Un justifiable — Pit 
and  Grenville  are  both  rejected;  and  who  are  yielding 
to  General  Conway — Mr  Pitt  upon  Mr  Grenville  yielding 
in  some  Measure  (by  the  Word  ought  to  be  subject  to  the 
Acts  of  Parliament)  has  (as  he  has  term'd  it)  thro  broke 
Ground,  and  intends  from  thence  to  carry  on  His  Ap- 
proaches, and  was  pleased  to  say  That  the  Divine  provi- 
dence prescided  over  this  Isle,  when  this  present  Amin- 
istration  took  the  Reins  in  their  Hands,  for  if  ever  a 
King  of  Great  Britain  had  an  Honest  Ministry  it  is  now 
who  has  saved  this  Land  from  eminent  Ruin  a  few  Days 
will  shew  all  things — I  thought  it  incumbent  on  me  to 
relate  what  fell  under  my  Observation,  and  intend  my 
self  the  Happiness  of  writing  to  you  next  Packet 

My  Dear  Governour  permit  to  close  with  Mrs  James's 
joint  Respects  to  you  and  all  your  Good  Family  to  whom 
I  am  much  indebted  I  am  vastly  hurried  to  save  Post — 
I  have  been  constantly  employed — I  shall  be  careful  to 
write  to  you  on  all  Occasions  and  to  my  General  to  whom 
I  am  also  under  Great  Obligations.  I  am  Dear  Sr 
Sincerely  your  m*:  obed1  and  much  obliged  hble  Serv1 

Thomas  James 


From  Sir  William  Johnson 

Dear  Sir  Johnson  Hall  Janry  9th  1766 

I  heartily  thank  you  for  yr  kind  letter  of  the  15th  Ult°- 
(which  was  long  coming  to  hand)  and  am  verry  glad  to 
find  that  you  continue  undisturbed  in  your  retirement. 
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I  have  not  heard  anything  lately  from  England,  so 
that  I  can  not  form  any  Judgement  of  their  Sentiments 
on  the  late  Affairs  here,  other  than  by  supposing  that 
they  must  be  greatly  enraged,  how  far  this  may  operate 
on  America,  time  must  shew.  Indeed  I  am  apprehensive 
that  the  Scheme  here  is  to  stir  up  the  Commonality  of 
England  by  representing  their  greiviance  as  equally  af- 
fecting them,  hopeing  thereby  to  effect  a  Repeal,  wh 
from  the  unsettled  state  of  Affairs  at  Home  they  may 
possibly  obtain.  I  heartily  wish  the  Government  may 
well  consider  the  Point  before  they  give  up  an  Article  on 
which  the  Dependency  of  America  depends,  for  that,  and 
not  the  Stamp  Act  is  now  the  Struggle,  and  if  England 
Lets  Slip  this  opertunity  they  may  never  meet  with  such 
another. 

Sir  Henry  Moore  will  doubtless  endeavour  to  keep 
himself  easy  so  long  as  he  can,  but  I  beleive  it  will  not  be 
long  in  his  power,  it  has  always  been  the  practice  here 
to  praise  &  flatter  Govrs  in  the  beginning,  but  it  seldom 
holds  longer  than  the  first,  or  Second  Session  of  Assem- 
bly. You  may  recollect  a  reply  of  our  freind  Doctor 
Shuckburgh  formerly  verry  applicable  to  the  Subject, 
when  asked  by  an  Acquaintance  if  he  knew  the  name  of 
the  then  appointed  Governour  "No  faith  (says  he)  nor 
do  I  give  myself  any  concern  about  it,  as  I  shall  hear  him 
called  Names  enough  before  he  is  here  long".  I  am  of 
your  Opinion  that  the  Affair  of  Appeals  has  incensed  your 
Enemys  agst  you  more  than  anything  else,  as  it  restrained 
the  Ambition  of  those  who  lead  the  People,  his  Majesty 
however  will  doubtless  support  it,  and  any  opposition 
they  may  make  will  I  beleive  only  tend  the  more  to  ex- 
asperate Great  Brittain. 

Genr1  Burton  is  not  yet  come  down  perhaps  when  he 
does  I  shall  see  him,  when  I  shall  talk  over  all  Matters 
with  him,  He  is  a  Correspondent  of  mine,  &  by  his  Senti- 
ments expressed  in  his  Several  letters  greatly  disapproves 
of  the  conduct  of  the  Americans. 

I  am  Just  now  informed  that  a  Mob  Assembled  Some 
days  ago  at  Albany  &  done  considerable  Damage  to  Mr 
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Vanschack  ye  Post  Masters  House,  &ca.,  whom,  with  Sev- 
eral others  they  oblidged  to  swear,  on  a  report  that  He 
&  they  had  sent  for  some  Stamps,  if  so,  My  last  letters 
are  I  suppose  demolished. 

I  am  with  the  most  cordial  Esteem  &  Affection 
Dear  Sir 
Your  most  Sincere  Welwisher  &  verry  Humble  Servant 

r»  a    t£  v      i.  Wm-  Johnson 

P.S.  If  You  have  any 

news  from  London 

concerng-  the  Tract  of 

Land  at  Conajohare,  shall 

be  glad  to  be  informed. 

The  Honble  L*  Govr  Colden 


From  Sir  William  Johnson 
D       g.  Johnson  Hall  March  8th  1766 

I  have  Just  received  your  kind  letter  of  the  20th  Ulto. 
and  I  heartily  thank  you  for  your  congratulations  on  my 
Sons  having  received  the  Honour  of  Knighthood.  I  have 
letters  both  from  Lord  Adam  Gordon  &  him  of  the  14th 
Decbr-  wherein  he  mentions  the  verry  gracious  reception 
he  met  with  from  his  Majesty,  who  knighted  him  imedi- 
ately  on  the  spot,  and  talked  with  him  on  several  Sub- 
jects; as  did  the  rest  of  ye  Royal  Family  &ca.  I  hope  he 
will  make  the  best  use  of  his  time  &  the  advantages  he 
has  for  improvement.  Lord  Adam  says  Nothing  to  me 
of  his  being  appointed  for  any  American  Government, 
neither  is  there  much  news  in  his  letter,  as  nothing  could 
then  be  determined  upon,  and  the  Ministry  were  not  ex- 
pected to  hold  their  places,  there  is  a  hint  of  Lord  Butes 
coming  into  office,  &  as  to  American  Affairs,  all  People  of 
any  Character  appear  highly  dissatisfied  with  the  con- 
duct here. 

I  am  glad  you  have  received  Mr  Secry  Conways  An- 
swer, and  that  it  is  agreable  to  You,  if  the  Stamp  Act  is 
repealed,  the  King  &  Parliament  will  doubtless  fall  on 
some  other  Plan  for  securing  the  Dependency  of  America. 

VOL.  VII 
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As  to  what  you  mention  of  the  Service  which  my  rep- 
resentation may  be  of  at  Home,  I  am  not  so  Sanguine,  tho 
I  am  always  ready  to  offer  my  Sentiments  impartially, 
and  I  shall  still  do  so  on  the  point  you  mention,  but  with 
what  Success  I  cannot  take  upon  me  to  say  from  the 
unanimous  endeavours  of  People  here  to  oppose  all  who 
differ  with  the  Majority.  Tho  all  this  Springs  from  an  in- 
terested few,  yet  the  many  headed  Populace  Supporting 
it,  neither  Governours  or  any  else  that  I  can  find  chuse 
to  enter  into  the  Affair,  but  rather  incline  to  remain 
quiet  &  leave  it  to  time  than  incurr  the  Trouble,  &  Abuse, 
with  which  everry  Man  that  differs  from  the  rest  is 
loaded. 

The  remark  you  have  made  on  the  time  the  Disturb- 
ance commenced  at  Albany  is  well  worth  taking  Notice 
of. 

I  most  sincerely  wish  you  health  &  happiness  in  your 
present  retirement,  requesting  a  continuance  of  your 
freindly  Correspondence  and  assuring  you  of  my  inten- 
tions to  observe  it  punctually  on  my  part,  as  I  am  with 
real  Esteem, 

&  cordial  Affection 
Dear  Sir 

Your  most  obedient  &  verry  Humble  Servant 

The  Hom-Me  Wm'  JOHNSON 

L1  Governour  Colden 


From  Peter  Collinson 

Londd  March  20  1766 
I  had  the  pleasure  of  my  Dear  Friends  Letters  of  10*** 
16th  &  Jany  14th  It  gives  Mee  great  Satisfaction  y1  you 
have  made  a  Safe  Retreat  to  your  little  Town  where  you 
can  calmly  look  back  on  the  Late  Mad  &  Tumultuous 
Scenes  that  Distressed  your  Mind,  and  embarrassed  your 
Goverm1  Our  Newspapers  are  full  of  the  frantick  Tricks 
of  a  Riottus  Mobb.  I  was  truly  concern'd  for  you,  yett  I 
was  persuaded  of  your  unshaken  Mind,  in  persueing  the 
paths  of  Equity  &  Moderation. 
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As  the  Act  is  repealed,  I  hope  all  Animosities  will 
Cease  &  Trade  &  Business  be  restored  to  its  right  Channel 

I  think  it  highly  reasonable  that  Govern78  &  officers, 
that  have  Suffer'd  from  a  Rebellious  Crew  of  Banditi 
should  be  Indemnified.  I  have  heard  it  hinted  that  In- 
structions will  be  Sent  to  every  Governm*  where  Such 
ravages  have  happen'd  that  the  province  shall  make  good 
the  Damages — I  have  not  yett  had  an  Oppertunity  to 
wait  on  Sr  J :  Amherst — but  hope  to  do  it,  in  a  few  days, 
&  then  you  may  expect  to  hear  further  on  that  Article 

Immediately  on  Reciving  Yours  of  Decern  17th  I 
went  &  bespoke  you  a  Chariot  &  this  25th  March  they 
assure  Mee  it  will  be  ready  in  3  Weeks — I  shall  then  take 
first  Ship,  but  shall  Give  Davis  the  preferrence 

Mr  Godard  remitted  Mee  a  Bill  for  81:15:0  on  Mr 
Heny  Potts  of  the  Post  Office  which  is  accepted 

You  need  not  been  in  a  Hurry  to  Send  Money  as  I 
owe  you  Some — as  Soon  as  the  Chariot  is  Ship'd  &  all 
Charges  paid,  then  I  will  Send  your  account  Curr* 

In  the  Mean  Time  I  am  with  Sincere  Love  &  Respects 
your  affectionate  Friend 

P.  Collinson 

P.  Collinsons  thanks  to  his  Friend  D:  Colden  is  obliged 
to  Him  for  the  hints  on  Breeding  Sheep  this  Difficulty 
of  rearing  Sheep  in  the  No: Eastern  Colonies  may  always 
retard  their  Increase  but  when  the  Oeconomy  of  Spain 
comes  to  Obtain  in  the  So:  Western  Colonies — by  feed- 
ing them  on  ye  Mountains  in  Summer  &  In  the  warm 
Savanas  under  them  in  the  Winter — then  England  may 
Dread — Her  American  Rivals  as  all  Arts  Seem  to  be 
travelling  Westward — as  you  may  have  Woolens  &c  for 
family  Use  through  my  Hands,  why  should  you  pay,  an 
advanced  price  for  them  at  N.  York. 

If  you  go  to  Coldenham  at 
proper  Season  think  of  a 
few  Seeds  &c 
[Indorsed] 
To  the 
Honble  Cadwalladbr  Colden  Esqr 
Haste 
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From  Sir  William  Johnson 

Johnson  Hall  27th  March  1766 
Dear  Sir 

Your  favour  of  the  4th  Ins1-  did  not  come  to  my  hands 
till  after  the  departure  of  the  last  Post,  I  have  likewise  a 
letter  from  Mr  Amos  Ogden  on  the  same  Subject,  whom 
I  am  verry  desireous  to  serve,  as  I  believe  him  to  be  a 
deserving  Man,  and  one  who  merits  some  Gratuity  for  his 
past  Services.  I  wish  I  knew  how,  or  in  what  way  I  could 
best  do  this,  from  what  Mr  Ogden  mentioned  to  me  when 
he  was  here,  I  apprehend  his  cheif  desire  is  to  obtain  a 
Grant  of  Lands  somewhere  about  Wioming  on  the  Sus- 
quahana,  in  which  case  it  will  not  be  Elligible  for  me  to 
say  anything,  as  such  a  design  wd  appear  contrary  to  the 
Sentiments  I  have  always  been  oblidged  to  Express  con- 
cerning Indian  Lands. 

If  it  is  not  his  intention  to  make  an  application  on 
that  Head,  I  shall  gladly  do  him  any  good  office  in  my 
power,  by  mentioning  his  Services,  but  his  obtaining  a 
bare  certificate  from  the  gentlemen  who  have  subscribed 
to  his  Memorial  does  not  appear  so  well  calculated  for 
obtaining  much  notice,  tho  it  may  sufficiently  prove  his 
Services,  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  farther  on  this  head. 

The  January  Pacquet  brought  me  a  letter  from  my 
Son,  which  contained  verry  little  news,  it  being  a  Matter 
of  doubt,  at  that  time  what  would  be  the  Issue  of  the 
Debates  in  Parliament,  tho  it  was  thought  by  many  of 
ye  first  People  that  the  Stamp  Act  would  not  be  repealed, 
the  Issue  is  doubtless  expected  with  impatience,  and  from 
some  hints  there  is  reason  to  think  it  will  be  more  favour- 
able to  the  Commercial  Interest  of  the  Colonies,  than  to 
the  Wishes  of  the  People  concerning  the  Stamps; — I  hope 
it  may  produce  a  Harmony  between  the  Mother  Country 
&  this,  and  that  the  People  may  be  convinced  a  proper 
consistent  Support  of  the  priviledges  of  the  Mother 
Country  are  the  surest  prop  to  our  libertys  here  against 
the  future  encroachments  of  the  Ambitious  in  America. 
If  you  have  heard  anything  particular  by  the  Janry 
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Pacquet  I  shall  be  glad  to  be  informed,  and  you  may  al- 
ways expect  a  reciprocal  communication  from  him  who 
ever  remains 
Dear  Sir 
Your  most  Sincere  freind  &  verry  Humble  Servant 

Wm  Johnson 

The  Honrble 
Ll  Govr  Coldbn 


From  Archibald  Kennedy 

Pavonia  March  30th  1766 
Dear  Sir 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  your  favour  last  night  with  your 
letter  to  Mr  Secry.  Conway  of  which  have  taken  a  Coppy 
and  have  had  it  Seald  Agreeable  to  your  Request. 

I  Beg  leave  to  Return  you  My  Most  Grateful  Ac- 
knowledgments for  your  friendship  and  the  great  trouble 
you  have  taken  on  my  Account  and  thank  you  for  your 
kind  offers  of  Service  to  Mrs  Kennedy  in  My  Absence 

I  heartily  Wish  you  health  of  Happyness  and  am  with 
the  Greatest  Respect — Dear  Sir 
Your  Much  obligd  &  Most  obed1  H[umbl]  Serv* 

Arch.  Kennedy 

As  I  expect  to  be  call'd  upon  minutely 
by  a  Signal  from  the  packet  hope  you  will 
Excuse  my  Brevity 
The  Honble  Cadwallad1"  Golden  Esqr 


From  Sir  William  Johnson 

Johnson  Hall  May  9th  1766 
Dear  Sir 

I  heartily  thank  you  for  your  last  letter  and  have 
heard  since  from  Captn  Ogden  who  informs  me  that  he 
gives  up  all  thoughts  of  Wioming.  I  shall  therefore 
Write  him,  &  to  my  freinds  in  London  as  Soon  as  I  have 
a  little  leisure. 

The  Pacquet  has  only  brought  me  a  letter  from  my 
Son  which  contains  little  news  but  what  the  papers  have 
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informed  you,  so  that  I  have  nothing  to  say  on  that  Sub- 
ject, possibly  your  letters  may  be  more  particular.  It 
seems  Mr  Pitts  Speech  has  not  been  verry  agreably  re- 
ceived by  many,  but  it  had  some  weight  in  the  House 
when  he  made  it,  &  It  seems  beyond  a  Doubt  now  that 
the  Act  will  be  repealed. 

I  am  glad  his  Majesty  did  Justice  to  your  Scituation 
which  I  think  was  critical  considering  ye  Violence  of  the 
People,  I  wish  everry  Governour  may  support  the  dignity 
of  the  Crown  in  a  becoming  Manner,  without  being  di- 
verted from  his  Just  purposes  by  any  party. 

Co11  Vaughan  spent  part  of  a  Day  here  on  his  Way  up, 
Spoke  warmly  of  your  spirited  conduct,  but  did  not  en- 
large on  other  Subjects. 

I  shall  be  verry  glad  to  hear  from  you  whether  you 
have  news,  or  not,  for,  as  our  Correspondence  is  founded 
in  freindship,  it  will  be  always  Sufficient  Satisfaction  to 
me,  to  hear  of  your  health  &  happiness  of  both  which  I 
wish  you  a  long  enjoyment,  &  that  you  may  always  be- 
leive  me  to  be  with  the  utmost  regard 
Dear  Sir 

Your  Sincere  Freind  &  Affec"*  Humble  Servant 

Wm  Johnson 

The  Honourable 
L1  Govr  Colden 


Bill  of  Lading  for  Colden's  Chariot 

[May  12,  1766] 

Shipped  in  good  Order  and  well  conditioned  by  Peter 
Collinson  in  and  upon  the  good  Ship  called  the  Hope 
whereof  is  Master,  for  this  present  Voyage,  Benjn.  Davis 
now  riding  at  Anchor  in  the  River  Thames,  and  bound 
for  New  York  to  say, 

One  Chariot  &  Furniture 

CC  1  a  being  marked  and  numbered  as  in  the 

Case  with  Margin,  and  are  to  be  delivered  in  the 

a  Chariot  &c.     like  good  Order  and  well  conditioned  at 

the  aforesaid  Port  of  New  York   (the 
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Dangers  of  the  Seas  only  excepted)  unto 

the  Hon6  Cadr  Colden 

or  to  Assigns,  he  or  they  paying  Freight 

for  the  said  Goods  Twenty  Five  Pound 

Cury 

with  Primage  and  Average  accustomed. 

In  Witness  whereof  the  Master  or  Purser 

of  the  said  Ship  hath  affirmed  to  2  Bills  of 

Lading,  all  of  this  Tenor  and  Date,  the 

one  of  which  2  Bills  being  accomplished 

the  other — to  stand  void. 

Dated  in  London  12  May  1766.    Con- 
tents unknown  to 

Benj11.  Davies 


Jacob  &  Elliott's  Bill  for  Colden's  Chariot 

Mr  Collinson  Dr  to  Elliott  &  Jacob 

May  9  To  a  New  Post  Chariot  made  of  the  Best  Sea- 
sond  timber  lin'd  with  a  light  colourd  Cloth 
trimmd  with  a  Neat  Coffoy  laice  &  a  Handsome 
folding  Hammock  cloth  with  2  rows  of  fringe  2 
fore  Glasses  Door  Glasses  and  a  sett  of  mahogany 
shutters  with  rose  lights  the  Glass  [torn]  &  Hold- 
ers Coffoy  &  pockets  to  the  fore  end  &  Doors  lin'd 
with  leather  a  Nett  to  the  roof  an  Additional  seat 
with  iron  work  to  take  off  or  on  a  Wainscot  Box 
with  a  lock  a  Carpet  to  the  bottom  steps  to  slide 
under  with  brass  handles,  Painted  a  fine  Glaizd 
Crimson  with  light  Crimson  flowers  on  silver  all 
over  the  Pannells  &  Gold  Ciphers  with  proper 
colourd  flowers  twisting  round  them  and  Gilding 
the  Ogees  and  Beads  &  Varnishd — and  a  Neat 
Carriage  with  iron  Axletrees  and  Good  seasond 
Wheels  a  Post  Budget  a  sett  of  Bow  Ess[?] steel 
springs  &  Colourd  and  Varnishd  Vermillion  and  a 
New  Pair  of  Harness  Bridles  &  ranes  sewd  white  & 
Ornamented  with  Brass  pieces  &  Ciphers  engravd 
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on  the  Howsings  and  all  things  Completed  to  the 
CC  Chariot  &  Harness  in  the  Best  manner . .  90.  0.  0 
No.  1  To  Packing  the  Char1  &  Harness  in  a 

Deal  Case  &  mattn.  the  Carriage  all  over    2.18.  0 


£92.18.  0 
Deducted  5  Pet    Prmp1  payment..     4.13. 


88.  9 


Receiv'd  16  May  1766  the  Contents  in  full  for  Self  &  C° 

Jas:  Jacob 
Mr  Collinson 


From  Jeffery  Amherst 

Riverhead  18th  May  1766 
Mr  Collinson 

I  have  this  morning  received  your  Letter  in  regard  to 
1/  Governor  Colden  for  whom  I  have  a  great  Regard  and 
Esteem;  he  wrote  to  me  some  time  ago,  and  immediately 
on  my  receipt  of  his  Letter,  I  waited  on  the  Marquis  of 
Rockingham,  and  said  every  thing  that  I  thought  could 
tend  to  the  promoting  Mr  Colden's  request,  so  far  as  de- 
pended on  me :  I  had  before  that,  said  and  done  all  I  could 
that  Mr  Colden  might  receive  some  mark  of  favour,  and 
merely  because  it  appeared  to  me  his  Conduct  deserved 
it;  his  Letter  furnished  me  with  an  occasion  of  renewing 
my  application,  and  whenever  opportunity  offers  I  will 
not  fail  to  do  all  I  can  that  his  request  may  be  granted. 
I  have  been  unfortunately  confined  for  some  weeks  past 
by  a  sprained  Knee,  but  hope  soon  to  be  well  enough  to 
return  to  London.    I  am 

Your  Humble  Servant 
Jeff.  Amherst 
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From  Sir  William  Johnson 

Johnson  Hall  Novbr  8*  1766 
Dear  Sir 

I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  yr  kind  letter  of  the  16th 
Ulto.  wherein  you  apologize  for  your  Silence,  beleive  me 
when  I  assure  you  I  did  not  attribute  it  to  any  want  of 
freindship,  nor  did  it  prevent  me  from  writing,  but  realy 
I  had  nothing  Material  to  say,  altho  I  have  been  kept 
constantly  employed  ever  since  my  return  from  Ontario. 

Sir  Henry  Moore  was  here  some  Days.  He  had  it 
principally  in  view  to  make  some  purchases  and  hear 
complaints,  and  as  he  observed  it  was  a  good  opertunity 
which  might  not  again  happen,  the  Oneidaes  &ca  were 
here,  from  whom  he  purchased  Two  large  Tracts  which 
they  seemed  well  inclined  to  dispose  of,  but  desired  that 
they  might  not  be  applied  to  for  any  more  to  the  West- 
ward, and  they  &  the  Mohawks  laid  before  him  their 
Several  Greiviances  particularly  Kayadarusseras,  all 
which  he  promised  to  use  his  utmost  endeavours  to  re- 
dress, but  you  well  know  that  is  not  an  easy  matter,  & 
that  they  have  been  repeatedly  promised  the  same  thing, 
I  acted  as  consistently  as  possible  upon  the  occasion,  and 
the  Inds  seemed  desireous  to  go  that  far,  and  no  farther. 
The  Governour  made  no  proposals  concerning  Kayadar- 
usseras but  spoke  warmly  against  it  and  proposed  a  pros- 
ecution in  case  ye  Legislature  will  do  nothing  in  it.  how 
it  will  end  I  dont  know. 

I  have  lately  had  a  letter  from  the  Lords  of  Trade, 
wherein  they  account  for  Indian  Affairs  not  having  been 
attended  to  for  sometime,  but  say  that  in  a  packquet  or 
two  they  expect  to  write  me  of  its  Settlement,  as  the  plan 
was  again  before  his  Majesty,  and  the  Lords  of  Trade 
who  patronized  it  being  now  at  the  Board,  I  am  hopefull 
that  it,  and  the  other  matters  will  go  on  well,  unless  an- 
other Change  should  happen,  which  from  the  uncertain 
state  of  Affairs  at  Home  would  not  much  surprise  me, 
any  more  than  it  would  to  hear  of  disputes  nearer  hand, 
I  beleive  the  Governour  endeavours  to  avoid  any  Pro- 
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vincial  altercation,  but  it  is  verry  uncertain  how  long 
he  can  Continue  to  do  so. 

I  take  it  extremely  kind  of  you  in  that  you  have 
expressed  so  much  desire  to  correspond  often  with  me. 
Be  assured  my  Dear  Sir  it  will  afford  me  a  most  sensible 
pleasure  &  that  it  shall  not  be  wanting  on  my  part  when- 
ever I  can  give  you  the  least  news,  or  entertainment,  and 
I  shall  be  glad  of  all  opertunitys  I  have  of  testifying  my 
unalterable  Esteem  &  the  cordiality  with  which 
I  am, 
Dear  Sir 
Your  most  Sincere  Freind  &  verry  Humble  Servant 

W.  Johnson 

The  Honr*>ie 

L*  Governour  Colden 


Certificate  for  Oath  of  Office 
[Copy] 

Horatio  Sharpe,  Esquire,  Lieutenant  Governor  and 
Commander  in  Chief  in  and  over  the  province  of 
Maryland. 
TO  ALL  to  whom  these  Presents  shall  come,  Greeting; 
I  DO  hereby  certify  and  make  known  that  on  the  Day 
of  the  Date  of  these  presents,   John   Penn,   Esquire, 
Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  Counties  of  New  Castle,  Kent  &  Sussex  on  Dela- 
ware, personally  came  before  me  and  pursuant  to  His 
Majesty's  Order  in  Council  of  the  8th  of  August  last, 
took  and  subscribed  the  Oaths  required  by  Law  to  be 
taken  and  the  Abjuration  Oath  mentioned  in  the  Act 
of  Parliament  made  in  the  sixth  Year  of  His  Majesty's 
Reign;  and  also  took  an  Oath  for  the  faithful  Execution 
of  his  Office  and  for  the  due  observance  of  all  the  Acts 
of  Trade  and  Navigation  heretofore  passed  and  now  in 
force  relating  to  His  Majesty's  Colonies  &  plantations, 
according  to  the  true  Intent  and  meaning  thereof,  so  far 
as  appertains  unto  him  the  said  John  Penn  Esquire  as 
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Lieutenant  Governor  &  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  said 
province  and  Counties. 

And  I  do  further  Certify  that  the  said  John  Penn 
Esquire  hath  given  Bond  to  His  Majesty  with  good  and 
sufficient  Security  in  the  penalty  of  two  Thousand 
Pounds  Sterling  for  his  observing  the  said  several  Acts 
of  Trade  &  Navigation  &  obeying  such  Instructions  re- 
lating thereto  as  shall  be  from  Time  to  Time  sent  from 
His  Majesty,  or  any  acting  under  His  Majesty's  Au- 
thority; which  Bond  remains  in  my  Hands  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  Commissioners 
for  Trade  &  Plantations  conformable  to  His  Majesty's 
Royal  Commands  signified  in  His  Order  in  Council  above 
mentioned. 

In  Testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  Hand 
&  caused  the  Seal  of  the  Province  of  Maryland  to  be 
affixed  at  Annapolis  the  twenty  fourth  day  of  Novem- 
ber in  the  Year  of  Our  Lord  One  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred &  Sixty  six  &  in  the  seventh  Year  of  the  Reign 
of  our  Sovereign  Lord  George  the  third  King  of  Great 
Britain  &c 

Horatio  Sharpe 


Cadwallader  Colden  to  William  Nicoll 
[Copy] 

Spring  Hill  December  1st  1766 
Sir 

Last  Sessions  of  Assembly  my  Son  communicated  to 
you,  an  Account  of  the  Loss  which  I  sustained  on  the  first 
of  November  1765.  He  Attested  the  Account  before  a 
Magestrate  and  Delivered  it,  in  the  manner  you  was 
pleased  to  advise.  The  Account  was  received  by  the 
House  of  Assembly,  and  referred  to  a  Committee;  as 
appears  by  your  Printed  Minutes.  I  did  not  immagine 
that  any  thing  more  was  expected  of  me,  when  no  Order 
or  Resolution  had  been  made  thereon.  The  Reimburse- 
ment of  the  Losses  sustained  at  that  time,  I  did  not  con- 
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ceive  to  be  made  as  on  a  Demand  of  a  Debt  due  from  the 
Province,  but  to  be  a  free  Act  of  Gratitude  to  the  Par- 
liament of  Great  Britain:  every  reiterated  Application 
therefore,  which  might  make  the  Act  of  the  Assembly 
appear  less  voluntary,  I  suspect  may  be  disagreable  to 
the  House. 

You  know  Sir,  that  in  the  last  Act  for  the  payment 
of  the  Officers  Salaries,  no  provision  was  made  for  my 
Salary  from  the  1st  of  September  to  the  13th  of  November 
1765,  tho'  all  the  other  Officers  of  Government  have  re- 
ceived their  Salaries  for  that  time.  I  know  of  no  case 
similar  to  this. 

I  think  the  Salary  for  that  time  is  a  Debt  justly  due 
to  me,  and  I  know  no  reason  why  the  payment  of  it  is 
neglected.  Please  to  communicate  this  to  the  House  and 
to  let  me  know  their  pleasure  thereon. 

I  am  with  great  Regard 
Sir 
Your  most  humble  Servant 

Cadwallader  Colden 

William  Niooll  Esqr 
Speaker  of  the  Gen.  Assembly 


Return  of  Survey  of  12,000  Acres  of  Land  on  the  East 
Side  of  Wood  Creek  for  Adam  Gilchrist  and  Others. 

PURSUANT  to  a  Warrant 
from  his  Excellency  Sir  Henry 
Moore  Baronett  Captain  Gen- 
eral and  Governor  in  Cheif  in 
and  over  the  Province  of  New 
York  and  the  Territories  De- 
pending thereon  in  America 
Chancellor  and  Vice  Admiral 
of  the  same  Bearing  date  the 
Eighteenth  day  of  July  last 
past. 
SURVEYED  FOR  Adam  Gilchrist,  James  Boggs,  Abra- 
ham Ten  Eyck,  William  Newton,  Robert  Hull,  Elizebeth 
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Barnard,  Jane  Harte,  Samuel  Jobs,  Thomas  Pringle,  John 
Thompson,  Samuel  Selbey,  and  William  Hume  All  that 
Certain  Tract  of  land  Situate  lying  and  Being  in  the 
County  of  Albany  Eastward  of  Wood  Creek  Beginning 
at  a  Small  Hemlock  Tree  marked  with  the  letters  WC  and 
the  figures  1766  standing  on  the  West  bank  of  a  Lake 
Called  S*  Catherines  a  Point  of  the  said  Lake  to  the 
Northward  bearing  North  fifty  degrees  East,  and  a  Point 
on  the  East  side  of  the  said  lake  bearing  South  Nine  de- 
grees East,  from  the  said  Hemlock  Tree  and  this  tract 
runs  from  the  said  place  of  Beginning  West  two  hundred 
and  Seventy  Chains.  Then  North  Seventy  nine  Chains 
and  Eighty  Eight  links  to  a  Tract  of  land  Granted  to 
Doctor  Robert  Bass.  Then  along  the  South  bounds  of 
the  said  Tract  East  two  hundred  and  Sixty  two  Chains 
to  the  Southeast  corner  thereof,  Then  North  four  hun- 
dred and  forty  four  Chains.  Then  East  One  hundred 
and  forty  Chains.  Then  South  One  hundred  and  fifty 
four  Chains  Then  East  One  hundred  Chains  Then  South 
three  hundred  and  fifteen  Chains  Then  West  One  hun- 
dred and  Seventeen  Chains  Then  South  One  hundred 
and  forty  two  Chains.  Then  West  Eighty  one  Chains  to 
the  East  side  of  the  Aforesaid  lake.  Then  along  the  said 
Lake  Southerly  to  a  point  of  land  that  sets  into  the  Lake 
and  then  Northerly  as  the  said  Lake  Runs  to  the  North 
End  thereof  and  then  Southerly  along  the  West  side  of 
the  said  lake  as  it  runs  to  the  place  where  this  Tract 
first  Began  Containing  Twelve  thousand  acres  of  land 
and  the  usuall  Allowance  for  highways 

Given  under  my  hand  this  Twenty  Ninth 
day  of  January  One  thousand  Seven 
hundred  and  Sixty  seven 

Alex.  Colden 
Surveyr  Gen1 


From  Peter  Collinson 

Lond11  Januy  30:  1767 
I  should  have  Acknowledged  my  Dear  Friends  Letter 
k  Memorial  by  Last  Pacquet  but  I  was  out  of  Town 
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Cap1  Montresor  very  thoughtlessly  putt  them  into  the 
post  wch  lost  7s.  6d. 

I  had  not  long  received  them  &  waited  untill  the  Holy 
Days  was  Over  in  Order  to  print  your  Case  but  in  the 
Int[e]rim  the  Cap1  Came  to  Mee  with  a  Special  Mes- 
sage from  Sr  Jeffery  Amhurst  to  Desist  from  printing 
as  these  was  a  plan  of  Restitution  for  those  that  had 
Suffer'd  from  the  Mobb  in  the  Colonies,  therefore  He 
Thought  your  comeing  abroad  might  prejudice  you  in 
that  Affair — I  See  both  N:Englad  &  N.York  have  began 
to  make  restitution  but  I  dont  See  your  Name  but  I  hope 
that  will  be  Next 

I  am  in  haste  Much  Yrs 

P.  Collinson 

[Indorsed] 
To  the 
Honble  Cadwallader  Colden  Esq1 
These 


From  Peter  Collinson 

Lond11  Feby:  12,  1767 
To  Cadwallader  Colden  Esqr 

In  my  Last  to  my  Dear  Friend  after  Acknowledging 
his  Letter  of  the  10th  of  9br  with  his  Case  the  very  Day 
I  determined  to  give  it  to  the  printer  I  recieved  by  Cap1 
Montresor,  who  by  the  Way,  I  Dare  Say  contrary  to  his 
promise  to  Deliver  the  pacquet  Himself  puts  into  the 
Post  Office  for  which  I  paid  7s.  6d.  postage, — a  Message 
from  Sr  Jeffery  Amhurst  to  Desire  Mee  to  Desist  from 
printing  your  Case  as  it  might  Do  you  a  prejudice  as 
there  was  probability  that  restitution  would  be  made  to 
all  the  Sufferes  by  the  Riots  on  1st  9br  1765 

But  as  I  find  by  your  Sons  Letter  the  Scandelous 
Useage  you  have  Mett  with  from  your  refractory  Assem- 
bly, who  Dare  to  refuse  the  Kings  Commands,  in  their 
Address  of  the  15th  December  what  Redress  can  a  Gentle- 
man Hope  for  from  Such  a  Sett  of  Violent  Obstinate 
People 
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Upon  this  I  wrote  Immediately  to  Sr  Jeffery  Amhurst 
if  He  thought  it  a  proper  Time  to  print  your  Case  and 
what  Measures  could  be  persued  Here  to  Inforce  the  As- 
sembly to  pay  your  arrears  of  Salary  &  Restitution  for 
your  Losses. 

I  hope  I  shall  receive  before  this  Next  packet  Sails 
Sr  Jefferys  Instructions,  that  I  may  Communicate  them 
to  you — for  I  shall  do  nothing  in  this  Affair  without  his 
Advise  &  I  also  Hope  that  He  will  write  to  you  Himself 

Cap11  Monstrouser  called  on  Mee  with  a  Messuage 
from  Sr  Jeffery — but  unluckyly  I  was  not  at  Home  So 
Cannot  Say  what  His  advice — I  presume  I  shall  Here 
Soon — but  the  Packet  goes  to  morrow — so  I  can  add  no 
more  but  that  I  am  much 

P.    COLLINSON" 

What  I  intended  for  your  Son  I  have  writ  on  the 
back  of  My  Letter — but  as  it  is  all  amongst  your 
Selves,  you  will  Make  the  best  of  it — for  my 
Engemte  Hurry  Mee  that  I  forget 

If  any  of  your  Family  have  Such  an  Intimacy  as  to  Men- 
tion my  Name  to  Lady  Susan  with  my  Compts  &  that  I 
have  Enquired  after  Her  Wellfare  I  have  often  had  the 
pleasure  of  Her  Company  at  Her  Good  Unkles  my  Par- 
ticular Friend  Lord  Holland  I  was  pressed  by  Him  to 
Spend  a  Night  at  Holland  House  to  See  Lady  Susan  & 
her  Cousen  then  Lady  Sarah  Lenox  Act  a  Tragedy.  I 
think  it  was  Hectors  Son  taken  from  His  Mother  An- 
dromach — I  think  Dristresed[sic]  Mother  it  was  in  the 
upper  Saloon  there  was  fine  Scenes  &  Rich  Dresses  on 
purpose  to  no  Inconsiderable  Expence — an  Indeed  the 
Ladies  acted  their  parts,  beyond  Expression  &  Excited 
the  passions  to  the  utmost,  they  wanted  no  prompters 
never  made  the  l[e]ast  Trip — the  Audience  peculiar 
Friends  &  Relations. 

If  you  Consider  this  Ladies  Tast[e]  you  are  not  to  Won- 
der at  Her  Choice  but  this  Entre  Nous — silence  on  this 
aspect  is  best.  She  was  always  Lovely  Witty  &  amiable 
a  Charming  Companion  with  a  good  understanding  which 
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cannot  fail  rendring  Her  agreeable  to  all. 

To  Alexander  Colden 
Lord  Clare  is  my  particular  Friend  first  Lord  of  Trade 
Have  you  any  Fears  to  remove,  but  I  think  you  have  none 
to  Fear. 

[Indorsed] 

To  the 
Honble  Cadwalladek  Colden  Esq1" 

In 

New  York 


Cadwallader  Colden  to  [unaddressed] 

My  son  David  tells  me  that  when  he  was  last  at  New 
York  you  desired  him  to  put  me  in  mind  of  a  Lawsuit 
commenced  by  Mr  Livingstone  of  the  Manner  against  a 
man  to  whom  I  sold  a  lot  in  the  oblong.  If  my  son  had 
not  put  me  in  mind  that  the  Man  had  been  with  me  about 
two  years  since  it  had  entirely  escaped  my  Memory.  I 
have  not  thought  on  the  Subject  in  Many  years  &  I  can- 
not now  refresh  my  Memory  by  turning  to  my  papers 
for  all  my  papers  relating  to  my  private  affairs  are  at 
Coldengham.  Your  father  &  the  Heirs  of  Mr  Alexander 
are  more  interested  in  the  oblong  than  I  am.  We  were 
tenants  in  common  &  made  division  by  lot  &  are  mutually 
bound  to  defend  &  Your  Father  can  inform  you  better 
than  I  can  under  my  present  circumstances 

While  Col.  Cosby  was  Governor  a  Bill  was  filed  by  the 
Grantees  in  England  against  the  present  Proprietors  of 
the  oblong.  I  think  I  was  the  only  one  of  them  who 
answered  that  Bill.  My  answer  I  suppose  is  either  in 
your  office  or  in  Mr  Duane's.  From  it  probably  you  may 
learn  many  particulars  which  I  cannot  at  present  recol- 
lect. The  answer  was  sent  to  the  Grantees  in  England  & 
so  far  satisfied  them  that  they  never  prosecuted  their 
claim  farther. 

At  the  time  the  Grant  was  made  to  the  present  pro- 
prietors of  the  oblong  it  was  universally  believed  that  this 
Province  before  the  Surrender  of  the  Equivalent  lands 
extended  only  20  miles  from  Hudson's  river.    This  ap- 
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pears  from  the  Act  of  Assembly  dividing  the  Province 
into  counties  passed  several  years  after  the  agreement 
with  Connecticut  in  1686  and  by  an  Ordinance  of  the 
Govr  &  Council  after  the  Surrender  of  the  Equivalent 
lands  whereby  they  were  annexed  to  the  several  counties 
to  which  they  lay  adjacent. 

The  agreement  in  1686  was  made  by  Commissioners, 
on  each  side  and  was  not  binding  before  it  was  confirmed 
by  their  Principals.  It  was  afterwards  confirmed  by  K. 
William  on  the  part  of  this  Province  but  never  confirmed 
by  Connecticut  till  after  the  Survey  in  1731.  (perhaps  I 
may  mistake  the  precise  years)  From  these  it  appears 
evident  to  me  that  the  Equivalent  lands  were  not  vested 
in  the  Crown  till  after  the  Surrender  of  them  by  Con- 
necticut in  1731  &  could  not  be  granted  before  that  time 

I  am  told  the  Jury  on  this  tryal  is  to  be  from  Dutchess. 
It  will  not  be  easy  to  find  a  disinterested  Jury  in  that 
County  &  therefor  every  advantage  which  the  Law  gives 
the  Defendant  in  the  Deduction  of  the  Plaintiff's  Title 
must  be  taken.  I  have  been  told  that  the  original  grant 
of  the  Manner  of  Livingstone  was  for  600  Acres  only 
which  by  repeated  grants  of  Confirmation  is  now  brought 
to  above  200,000  &  it  may  therefor  be  necessary  to  ex- 
amine carefully  these  several  grants  &  confirmations. 

An  uncertainty  in  the  Quantity  of  land  granted  &  in 
the  boundaries  I  am  told  will  void  a  grant  from  the  Crown 
&  when  the  unbounded  avarice  of  a  Grantee  makes  use 
of  this  Defect  in  his  Grant  to  dispossess  a  bona  fide  pos- 
sessor every  advantage  which  the  Law  gives  to  protect  the 
possessor  ought  to  be  taken  &  in  such  case  the  taking 
such  advantage  can  never  be  thought  unfair  or  be  un- 
popular. You  know  the  ability  of  any  of  the  Judges  who 
can  sit  on  this  trial  &  I  presume  you  may  think  it  proper 
to  be  prepared  to  take  exception 

At  the  first  settlement  of  the  Country  the  usual  Quit 
rent  was  a  bushel  of  wheat  for  a  farm  of  about  80  Acres 
will  it  not  then  be  thought  a  breach  of  Trust  in  a  Gov- 
ernor &  fraudulent  in  a  Grantee  to  obtain  a  Grant  of  a 
Tract  of  land  without  mentioning  any  quantity  on  a 
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trifling  Quit  rent  which  afterwards  is  found  to  contain 
200,000  Acres  &  may  not  the  Crown  obtain  relief  in  Such 
case  by  vacating  the  Grant  in  a  Court  of  Law  or  Equity. 
This  has  been  the  opinion  of  the  Ministry  for  some  years 
past  &  there  is  a  standing  Instruction  to  the  Governor  of 
this  Province  to  take  every  legal  Method  to  vacate  these 
large  grants.  If  the  Proprietors  of  these  extravagant 
Grants  go  on  to  distress  great  numbers  of  poor  honest 
families  The  vacating  of  their  grants  will  become  a 
popular  Act  &  receive  general  applause 
May  20th,  1767 


Report  of  the  Attorney-General  and  the  Solicitor-General 
to  the  Board  of  Trade 

To  the  Right  Honble  the  Lords  Commissioners 
for  Trade  &  Plantations 

May  it  please  Your  Lordships, 

In  Obedience  to  Your  Lordsps  Commands  signified  to 
Us  by  Mr  PownaFs  Letter  of  the  12  day  of  this  instant 
June,  that  We  would  take  into  our  Consideration  an  Act 
of  Parliament  passed  in  the  12  of  Queen  Anne  Stat.  2. 
Cap.  18  Intituled  "an  Act  for  the  preserving  all  such 
"Ships  and  Goods  thereof  which  shall  happen  to  be  forced 
"on  Shore  or  stranded  upon  the  Coasts  of  this  Kingdom, 
"or  any  other  of  her  Mty's  Dominions"  Also  one  other 
Act  of  Parliament  passed  the  4th  of  George  1st  Cap.  12 
Intitled  "An  Act  for  inforceing  and  making  perpetual  an 
"Act  of  the  12  year  of  her  late  Majty  Intituled,  an  Act 
"for  preserving  all  such  Ships  and  Goods  thereof  which 
"shall  happen  to  be  forced  on  shore  or  stranded  upon  the 
"Coasts  of  this  Kingdom  or  any  other  of  his  Majty's 
"Dominions  and  for  inflicting  the  Punishment  of  Death 
"on  such  as  shall  wilfully  burn  or  destroy  ships"  And 
that  We  would  give  our  Opinion  whether  the  said  Acts 
do  extend  to  and  are  in  force  His  Mty's  Colonies  and 
Plantations  in  America 
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We  have  taken  the  same  into  our  Consideration,  and 
are  of  Opinion,  that  as  the  Title  of  the  Act  12,  Anne  Stat. 
2,  Cap.  18  expressly  imports  to  be  an  Act  for  preserving 
ships  and  Goods  forced  on  Shore  or  stranded  upon  the 
Coasts  of  this  Kingdom,  "or  any  other  of  his  Majesty's 
"Dominions." 

And  the  enacting  part  has  Words  extending  to  Her 
Majesty's  Dominions  in  general,  the  said  Act  of  12  Ann, 
extends  to  and  is  in  force  in  his  Mty's  Colonies  and  plan- 
tations in  America,  notwithstanding  the  special  Promul- 
gation of  the  Law  and  some  other  provisions  in  it  are 
applicable  only  to  this  Kingdom. 

We  are  likewise  of  Opinion,  that  so  much  of  the  Act 
4th  George  1st  Cap  12,  as  declares  the  12th  Anne  to  be 
perpetual,  extends  to  America. 

But  the  3  Clause  of  that  Act  which  introduces  a  new 
Crime,  by  a  Provision  altogether  independent  of  the  for- 
mer part  of  the  Act  &  made  to  render  an  Act  of  the  1st 
of  Ann  more  effectual,  We  are  inclined  to  think,  does  not 
extend  to  His  Mty's  Colonies  and  Plantations  in  America, 
That  Clause  being  expressed  in  general  Terms  without 
any  reference  to  the  Colonies.  And  the  11  Geo  1.  Cap  29, 
S  7,  which  directs  the  Mode  of  the  Prosecution  of  these 
Offences  when  committed  within  the  Body  of  any  County 
of  this  Realm  or  upon  the  high  Seas,  making  no  mention 
of  The  manner  of  Trial,  if  such  Offences  should  be  com- 
mitted in  any  of  His  Mtys  Plantations  or  Colonies  in 
America. 

All  which  is  humbly  submitted  to  Your  Lordsps  Con- 
sideration 
June  25th,  1767 

Wm  De  Grey 
E.  Willes 

[Indorsed] 

Report  of  the  Attorney  and 

Solicitor  General  that  the  12 

Anne  and  part  of  4  Geo.  1st 

touching  Vessels  forced  on  ' 

shore  or  stranded 

extend  to  America. 
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Order  to  Sir  Henry  Moore  Respecting  the  Use  of  a 

New  Seal 
GEORGE  R. 

To  Our  Trusty  &  Welbeloved  Sir  Henry  Moore  Bart. 
Our  Captain  General,  and  Governor  in  Chief  of  Our 
Province  of  New  York,  &  the  Territories  depending 
thereon  in  America,  Or  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  of 
Our  said  Province  for  the  Time  being  Greeting;  With 
this  You  will  receive  a  Seal  prepared  by  Our  Order  for 
the  Use  of  Our  said  Province  of  New  York,  the  same 
being  engraven  on  the  One  Side  with  Our  Royal  Effigies, 
&  two  Indians  kneeling  &  offering  Presents  unto  Us,  with 
this  Inscription  round  the  Circumference  Sigillum  Pro- 
vinciae  Nostras  Novi  Eboraci  in  America.  And  on  the 
other  side  Our  Arms,  Garter,  Crown,  Supporters,  & 
Motto,  and  this  Inscription  round  the  Circumference 
Georgius  III  D.G.  Mag.  Bri.  Fr.  et  Hib.  Rex,  F:D:  Brun, 
et  Lun.  Dux,  S :  R :  I :  Ar.  Thes.  et  El.  Our  Will  and  Pleas- 
ure is,  And  We  do  hereby  authorize  and  direct  that  the 
said  Seal  be  used  in  Sealing  all  Patents  &  Grants  of  Lands, 
and  all  Publick  Instruments,  which  shall  be  made  and 
passed  in  Our  Name,  &  for  Our  Service,  within  the  said 
Province :  and  that  it  be  to  all  Intents  &  Purposes  of  the 
same  Force  &  Validity  as  any  other  Seal  heretofore  used 
within  the  said  Province.  And  We  do  further  Will  & 
Require  You,  upon  the  Receipt  of  the  said  Seal,  to  return 
the  old  Seal  to  Our  Council  Office  at  Whitehall,  in  Order 
to  its  being  defaced  by  Us,  in  Our  Privy  Council.  Given 
at  Our  Court  at  S*  James's  the  9th  Day  of  July  1767  in 
the  Seventh  Year  of  Our  Reign. 

By  His  Majesty's  Command. 

Shelburne 

Govr  of  New  York 

to  use  a  New  Seal 

[Indorsed] 

Oct.  3,  1767    Read  in  Council  &  ordered  to  be  entered 

To  Our  Trusty  &  Wellbeloved  Sir  Henry  Moore  Bar1: 

Our  Captain  General  &  Governor  in  Chief,  in  &  over 

Our  Province  of  New  York,  and,  in  his  Absence,  to  the 

Lieutenant  Governor,  or  Commander  in  Chief  of  Our  said 

Province  for  the  Time  being 
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Order  of  the  King  in  Council  Respecting  Land  Grants 

(seal) 

At  the  Court  at  S*  James's 

the  24th  Day  of  July  1767. 
PRESENT 
The  Kings  most  Excellent  Majesty 
Arch  Bishop  of  Canterbury    Earl  of  Shelburne 
Lord  Chancellor  Viscount  Falmouth 

Duke  of  Queensberry  Viscount  Barrington 

Duke  of  Ancaster  Viscount  Clare 

Lord  Chamberlain  Bishop  of  London 

Earl  of  Litchfield  Mr  Secretary  Conway 

Earl  of  Bristol  Hans  Stanley  Esquire 

WHEREAS  there  was  this  Day  read  at  the  Board,  a 
Report  from  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Council  for  plantation  Affairs,  Dated  the  30th 
of  last  Month  in  the  Words  following — Viz./ 

"Your  Majesty  having  been  pleased  to  Referr  unto 
"this  Committee,  the  humble  petition  of  the  Incorporated 
"Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  foreign 
"parts,  setting  forth,  amongst  other  things,  that  Benning 
"Wentworth  Esquire  Governor  of  New  Hampshire  in 
"New  England,  made  several  grants  of  large  Tracts  of 
"Land,  lying  on  the  West  side  of  Connecticut  River 
"which  were  Incorporated  into  above  one  hundred  Town- 
ships, and  several  shares  were  reserved  in  each  of  the 
"said  Grants  to  the  petitioners  for  a  Glebe  for  the  Church 
"of  England,  and  for  the  benefit  of  a  school;  That  the 
"Government  of  New  York,  having  claimed  the  said 
"Lands  and  the  Jurisdiction  thereof,  granted  Great  part 
"of  those  Lands  without  reserving  any  Shares  for  the 
"above  mentioned  publick  uses,  and  therefore  the  pe- 
titioners humbly  pray  that  the  Grants  made  by  the 
"Governor  of  New  Hampshire  may  be  Ratified  and  Con- 
"firmed  or  such  order  made  therein,  as  to  your  Majesty 
"should  seem  meet; — And  your  Majesty  having  been 
"likewise  pleased  to  Referr  unto  this  Committee  the  hum- 
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"ble  petition  of  Samuel  Robinson  of  Bennington  in  North 
"America,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  more  than  one  thou- 
"sand  other  Grantees  of  Lands  on  the  West  Side  of 
"Connecticut  River  under  certain  Grants  issued  by  the 
"said  Governor  of  New  Hampshire,  setting  forth, 
"amongst  other  things,  that  the  said  Governor  made 
"Grants  to  the  petitioners  of  several  Tracts  of  Land  lying 
"as  aforesaid  on  the  Western  side  of  Connecticut  River, 
"which  were  incorporated  into  above  one  hundred  Town- 
ships, and  supposed  to  lye  within  the  Government  of 
"New  Hampshire,  whereupon  the  petitioners  expended 
"large  sums  of  Money,  in  settling  and  cultivating  the 
"same.  That  on  the  20th  of  July  1764,  the  said  Lands 
"having  been  declared  by  your  Majesty  to  be  within  the 
"Government  of  New  York,  the  Lieutenant  Governor 
"of  that  province,  made  Grants  of  part  of  the  said  Lands, 
"included  within  the  petitioners  Grants,  which  being  of 
"Infinite  prejudice  to  them,  they  therefore  most  humbly 
"pray  (amongst  other  things)  that  their  said  several 
"Grants  made  by  Governor  Wentworth  may  be  ratified 
"and  Confirmed  under  your  Majesty's  Royal  Order — The 
"Lords  of  the  Committee  in  obedience  to  your  Majestys 
"said  Order  of  Referrence,  have  taken  the  said  petitions 
"into  their  Consideration,  together  with  a  Report  made 
"by  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  plantations 
"upon  the  former  of  the  said  petitions,  and  do  thereupon 
"agree  humbly  to  Report  as  their  opinion  to  your 
"Majesty,  that  the  most  positive  orders  should  be  imme- 
diately sent  to  the  Governor  of  New  York,  to  desist  from 
"making  any  Grant  whatever  of  any  part  of  those  Lands 
"until  your  Majestys  further  pleasure  shall  be  known" 
HIS  MAJESTY  taking  the  said  Report  into  Considera- 
tion, was  Pleased  with  the  Advice  of  His  Privy  Council, 
to  approve  thereof,  and  doth  hereby  strictly  charge,  Re- 
quire and  Command,  that  the  Governor  or  Commander 
in  Chief,  of  His  Majestys  Province  of  New  York,  for  the 
Time  being,  do  not,  (upon  pain  of  his  Majestys  Highest 
Displeasure)  presume  to  make  any  Grant  whatever,  of 
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any  part  of  the  Lands  described  in  the  said  Report,  until 
his  Majestys  further  pleasure  shall  be  known  concerning 
the  same. 

W.  Sharpe 


From  Jeffery  Amherst 

Riverhead  2d  August  1767 
Dear  Sir 

Captain  Montresor  is  so  good  just  to  call  on  me  here 
&  tells  me  he  sets  off  in  a  few  days  for  America ;  as  I  can't 
persuade  him  to  stay  with  me  to  night,  his  business  re- 
quiring his  presence  in  London,  I  have  not  time  to  say  so 
much  as  I  would  willingly  do,  yet  I  cannot  let  him  go 
without  assuring  you  of  the  pleasure  I  should  have  in 
contributing  every  thing  that  may  lay  in  my  power  for 
the  completion  of  whatever  you  may  wish  to  have  done 
in  this  Country,  and  that  you  will  ever  find  me  ready 
to  obey  any  commands  you  will  honour  me  with,  being 
with  the  greatest  truth  and  Regard,  Dear  Sir 

Your  most  Humble  &  most  obedient  Servant 

Jeff.  Amherst 

The  Honourable 

L*  Governor  Colden 


From  Peter  Collinson 

Lond.  Aug.  11:  1767 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  my  Dear  Frinds  Letter  of  the 
8th  June — it  fully  compensates  for  the  Little  Trouble  that 
the  Pamp*  metts  with  your  approbation 

I  cannot  Satisfie  you  what  Setiments  the[y]  Have  at 
the  other  End  of  the  Town  on  yr  Case  for  really  I  forget 
to  ask  &  unless  it  is  done  immediately  it  is  Soon  forgot 

By  this  Time  I  presume  Honey  Moon  may  be  over  & 
Sr  Jeffery  may  have  leisure  to  give  you  what  Remarks 
He  has  Collected  about  It — In  my  Opinion  your  Conduct 
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was  becomeing  a  Kings  Representative  &  Supported  with 
a  Dignity  Suiteable  to  your  High  Office 

It  gives  Mee  great  pleasure  to  Hear  you  Continue  in 
Such  Good  Health  &  Spirits  that  you  may  long  Enjoye 
this  Great  Blessing 

is  the  ardent  Wish  of  your 

Sincere  Fr 

P.    COLLINSON 
pray  Respectfull 

Complimts  to  yr  Son  David  whose  kind  Letter  I  don't  forget    pray  my 
Respectfull  Compliments  to  Lady  Susan  Obrian 
[Indorsed] 
To  the 
Honble  Cadwallader  Colden  Esqr 
in  New  York 


From  Sir  William  Johnson 

Johnson  Hall  Septbr  8th  1767 
Dear  Sir 

Your  last  kind  favour  came  to  my  hands  Just  before 
my  setting  out  for  the  New  discovered  Springs  near  New 
England  which  prevented  me  from  Acknowledging  the 
receipt  of  it  'till  now,  or  of  thanking  you  for  the  spirited 
Judicious  Pamphlet  it  enclosed.  I  have  perused  it  with 
great  Satisfaction,  as  it  contains  a  candid  and  circum- 
stantial relation  of  transactions  which  the  Public  ought 
certainly  to  know  in  order  to  form  a  right  Judgement  of 
the  Subjects  treated  of,  &  I  could  not  but  be  particularly 
pleased  at  ye  handsome  manner  in  which  you  have 
brought  in  the  Lawyers  Literary  productions  to  contra- 
dict his  present  Sentiments.  I  have  Just  received  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  State  Solely  on  the  Affairs  of 
ye  Department,  which  are  not  yet  settled,  it  acquaints 
that  the  Govr  has  strict  orders  concerning  Lands.  My 
other  letters  contain  little  more  than  are  in  ye  Prints. 
There  has  been  a  report  here  of  his  Majestys  having  pur- 
posed to  conferr  some  Mark  of  his  favr-  upon  You,  Be 
assured  I  shall  rejoice  at  that,  or  anything  else  which 
may  prove,  agreable  to  you,  that  I  shall  be  happy  in  the 
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continuance  of  yr  freindly  Correspondence,  as  I  shall  ever 
be  with  the  utmost  cordiality,  Dear  Sir 

Yr  Sincere  Freind  &  verry  Humble  Servant 

W.  Johnson 

The  Honble 
L*  Goveraour  Colden 


From  John  Tabor  Kempe 

Sir 

The  present  Circumstances  of  Affairs  in  England  &  in 
particular  the  Consideration  of  the  Dispositions  and  ar- 
rangemts  respecting  the  Support  of  the  Crown  Officers  in 
the  Colonies,  being  postponed  to  be  settled  this  Winter, 
have  induced  me  to  take  a  Resolution  of  going  myself 
with  the  utmost  Dispatch  for  England,  imagining  I  have 
at  this  Time  more  than  a  probable  Prospect,  of  procuring 
such  an  Establishment  to  my  Offices,  as  may  be  more 
adequate  to  the  Labers  I  undergo,  to  my  necessary  Sup- 
port, and  the  essential  Interests  of  Government,  than  I 
have  hitherto  enjoyed.  If  you  Sir  who  are  not  unac- 
quainted with  the  Labors  I  am  obliged  to  submit  to,  that 
the  whole  Public  Proceedings  on  the  Part  of  the  Crown 
are  also  born  at  my  sole  Expence  &  Risque,  the  entirely 
insufficient  Support  I  have,  and  how  necessary  it  is  to 
Government,  that  a  better  Provision  should  be  made,  my 
Character  as  an  officer  and  in  private  Life,  can  allow 
yourself  to  faver  with  me  with  Letters,  recommending 
me  and  the  object  of  my  Pursuit  to  the  Attention  of  such 
of  your  Friends  in  Power,  as  you  can  consistently,  I  con- 
ceive it  may  be  of  essential  Service  to  me  in  the  Applica- 
tion, as  I  am  satisfied  your  Recommendation  will  have 
great  Influence,  with  those  I  must  necessarily  see  on  this 
Occasion,  May  I  also  beg  the  farther  Favor  of  Extracts  of 
such  Letters  as  you  may  have  formerly  wrote  on  this 
Subject — The  unexpected  sailing  of  the  Edward  Captain 
Miller,  in  which  I  hope  to  go,  above  a  Fortnight  sooner 
that  was  at  first  intended,  has  prevented  my  waiting  on 
you  in  Person  to  ask  this  Favor,  as  I  first  promised  my- 
self the  pleasure  of  doing.    I  flatter  myself  your  Goodness 
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will  excuse  this  Mode,  the  other  being  impracticable  as 
Miller  sails  tomorrow  sennight,  and  none  of  my  affairs  are 
yet  settled.  If  my  speedy  Departure  should  prevent  your 
indulging  this  Request,  as  fully  as  I  flatter  myself  you 
will  if  some  of  them  are  transmitted  me  after  my  De- 
parture, they  may  nevertheless  be  of  great  Service  to  me, 
this  Favor  Mr  Alexr  Colden  I  doubt  not  will  do  me.  I 
would  wish  my  Reasons  for  going  home  may  remain  a 
Secret  here,  and  hope  you  will  excuse  the  Liberty  taken  in 
thus  troubling  you,  by 
Sir 
Your  most  obedient  &  most  humble  Serv* 

J.  T.  Kempe 

New  York  Sep'  13th  1757. 
Lieu1  Govr  Colden 


From  Peter  Collinson 

Lond11  Decemr  24:  1767 
I  had  the  Pleasure  of  my  Dear  Frinds  Letter  of  Octor 
20th — it  afforded  Mee  great  Satisfaction  to  Find  you  in 
Such  Health  &  Spirits — I  thank  God  I  am  in  the  Like 
Situation 

I  made  no  Delays  but  the  Next  Day  after  I  received 
yours  was  the  17  Decern1"  I  waited  on  Lord  Clare  but  to 
very  little  purpose  after  observing  to  Him  the  Hard 
Measure  you  Mett  with  for  doing  yr  Duty  all  that  is  very 
True — Friend  Collinson — but  it  is  not  my  province,  I  can 
do  nothing  In  It — you  must  apply  to  Lord  Shelburn — 
now  I  have  not  the  least  Intimacy  with  Him — your  Frd 
ST  Jeffry  Amhurst  is  known  to  his  Lordship,  so  more  likely 
to  Sound  Him  if  there  is  a  probability  of  Retribution 

I  am  told  the  principal  Reason  your  affair  &  others 
are  neglected,  is  from  the  Instability  of  our  Ministry  the 
uncertainty  of  their  Continuance  makes  them  treat 
Colony  affairs  with  Indifference,  whilst  Two  powerfull 
parties  are  Contending  for  the  Lead,  every  Man  is  look- 
ing out  for  Himself  &  will  not  allow  themselves  Time 
(I  mean  the  Secretarie  of  State)  attentively  to  consider 
the  Hardship  of  yT  Case  as  their  own  lays  at  Stake,  being 
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frequently  alarmed  with  new  appointmts  as  this  is  pretty- 
much  our  Situation  at  present.  I  think  you  have  but 
Slender  Hopes  of  Redress,  besides  the  Choice  of  a  New 
Parliam1  Engages  all  Attention  a[t]  present,  to  Secure 
the  Court  a  majority,  yett  it  may  be  proper  to  Send  a 
Memorial  to  Keep  your  pretentions  in  Memory  to  Ld 
Shelburn 

My  Dear  Frd  complains  of  my  Silence  to  what  End  is  it 
to  Write,  unless  Some  thing  new  had  offered. 

You  have  my  best  Wishes  for  your  Health  &  preserva- 
tion I  am  affectionately 

Yours 

P.  Collinson 

pray  my  Respects  to  my 
Friends  your  Sons 
Alexander  &  David 

For  Security  &  Dispatch  I  send  this  #  the  Pacquet  I 
Sent  you  the  expence  of  Printing  in  one  of  the  Packets  of 
10  Coppies,  which  must  have  not  come  to  hand,  for  you 
Mention  but  Three  pacquets — &  I  have  Sent  your  Four, 
&  there  remains  Some  behind  if  you  want  them 

I  See  by  the  Papers  the  People  of  N.  York  &  N:  Eng- 
land on  a  Sudden  are  become  Frugal  &  very  Honest  to 
pay  their  Debts 

But  how  long  will  it  Last 
I  am  reading  tracts  of  the  Early  Settling  of  your 
Province  &  New  England — what  is  remarkable  the  Mo- 
hauck  Indians  were  Man  Eaters,  but  to  the  Eastward  & 
Westward,  th[ey  w]as  not  in  that  Horrid  Custome  untill 
the  Florida  Indians  &  Carribees,  Indulged  that  barba- 
rou[s]  repast  &  So  Continued  through  the  Continent  to 
Mexico  &  Peru  &  these  last  exceed  the  Rest — It  is  Diffi- 
cult to  trace  the  Origin  of  So  unatural  a  usage 

Necessity  Some  times  putts  a  force  on  Nature  but 
Most  of  the  before  mention'd  People  Lived  in  Lands  of 
plenty. 

[Indorsed] 
To  the 
Honble  Cadwallader  Colden  Esq1" 

in  New  York 
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A  LIST  OF  HIS  MAJESTY'S  SHIPS  AND  VESSELS  STATIONED 

IN  NORTH  AMERICA,  UNDER  THE  COMMAND  OF  THE 

RIGHT  HON'BLE  THE  LORD  COLVILL. 


Rate 


Ships 


Guns 


Men 


Commanders 


Stations  they  are  ap- 
pointed to 


6 

Sloop 


6 

Sloop 
Sloop 
Sloop 


6 

Sloop 


6 

Sloop 


5 

Sloop 


Sloop 
Sloop 
Sloop 


Sloop 
Sloop 


Mermaid 
Senegal 


Maidstone 


4      Romney 
6      Guarland 


Aldborough 

Fortune 
Jamaica 
Cygnet 


Coventry 
Hawke 


Squirrel 
Sardoine 


Rainbow 
Diligence 


Hornet 

Viper 

Tryal 


Escorte 
Speedwell 


28 
14 


28 


50 
20 
20 


14 
14 

18 


28 
10 


20 
14 


44 
10 


14 
10 
14 


14 

8 


160 
90 


160 


280 
130 
130 

90 

90 

100 


160 
80 


130 
90 


220 
80 


90 
80 
90 


80 
60 


Captain  Deane 
Hayward 


Antrobus 


Ferguson 
St  John 
Harris 


Bishop 

Jn°  Lewis  Gidoin 
Cha.  Leslie 


Kennedy 
Jn°  Brown 


R<*  Smith 
Hawker 


Stirling 
Hugh  Dalrymple 


Morgan 

Lobb 

Wallace 


Thos.  Foley 
Robt.  Fanshaw 


'To  protect  the  Fish- 
ery in  the  Gulph  of 
St  Lawrence,  be- 
tween Cape  Roziers 
and  the  North  Cape 
of  the  Island  of  Cape 
Breton 

To  protect  the  Fish- 
ery from  the  North 
Cape  of  the  Island 
of  Cape  Breton  to 
the  Island  of  Sca- 
tari,  &  thence  to 
Cape  Canso  on  the 
Coast  of  Nova  Scotia 
From  Cape  Canso  to 
Cape  Sable  on  the 
Coast  of  Nova  Scotia 
On  the  Coasts  of 
Nova  Scotia  &  New 
England  between 
Cape  Sable  and 
Nantucket  &  thence 

„to  the  Bay  of  Fundy 
On  the  Coasts  of 
the  Province  of  New 
York  and  New  Eng- 
land between  Nan- 
tucket &  Sandy 
Hook 

>On  the  Coast  of  the 
Province  of  New  Jer- 
sey between  Sandy 
Hook  &  Henlopen 

fOn  the  Coasts  of 
the  Provinces  of  Vir- 
ginia and  Maryland 
between  Henlopen  & 
Cape  Henry 
On  the  Coast  of  the 
Province  of  No.  Car- 
olina and  part  of  the 
Coast  of  Virginia, 
between  Cape  Henry 

.&  Cape  Fear 

'On  the  Coasts  of  the 
Provinces  of  South 
Carolina  and  Florida, 
between  Cape  Fear 
&  Cape  Florida,  and 
to     the     Bahama 

~  Islands. 
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From  Peter  Collinson 

Lond11  Feby  10:  1768 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  my  Dear  Friends  Letter  with 
the  Pacquet  for  Ld  Shelbourn  which  was  Deliver'd.  Now 
there  is  Lord  Hillisborough  appointed  Secretary  for  the 
Colonies,  for  the  future  your  application  will  be  to  Him — 
Wee  may  now  as  the  Colonies  are  his  peculiar  Care  the 
Publick  Greivances  will  be  redressed  yours  in  perticular 
So  the  Sooner  your  application  to  Him  the  better  &  if  it 
was  conveyed  by  your  Friend  Sr  Jeffery  Amhurst  it  may 
have  more  Weight  for  I  have  no  Acquaintance  with  Him 

I  wrote  you  by  last  Pacquet  that  My  application  to 
Lord  Clare  was  ineffectual  for  it  was  not  in  his  Depart- 
ment 

I  will  take  Care  &  Send  the  Sattin  of  which  I  will  give 
you  advice  but  what  need  was  there  to  Send  money  as  the 
Ballance  in  my  hands  is  in  your  Favour.  I  presume  you 
have  heard  of  the  Wonderfull  Discoveries  Near  the  Ohio 
about  600  Miles  below  Pittsburgh  &  4  from  the  River  in 
a  Great  Licking  place,  George  Crogan  Esqr  found  a  Great 
Quantity  of  the  Great  long  Elephants  Teeth  &  Bones — 
He  Sent  over  of  these  Great  Long  Teeth  or  Tusks  6  or  8 
which  I  have  Seen  &  handled — Some  above  Six  feet  Long 
&  the  same  thickness  of  Recent  Elephants  Teeth  of  that 
Size  &  what  is  remarkable  Some  are  not  in  the  least  De- 
cayed— the  Ends  cutt  off  show  as  fine  white  Ivory — as 
Recent  Ivory 

Now  is  not  this  Wonderfull  a  Small  Tooth  about  2 
foot  Long  of  a  Chesnutt  Colour  hath  a  fine  Natural  Polish 
as  if  Just  taken  out  of  the  head  of  the  young  animal 

as  there  never  was  any  Elephants  in  America  neither 
could  they  Subsist  for  ye  Severe  Long  Winters,  where  they 
are  now  found  near  the  Ohio 

What  Hypothesis  can  be  formed  to  account  for  these 
being  found  there  under  a  Bank  on  the  Side  of  this  Great 
Lick  where  Some  portions  of  the  bones  &  Teeth  Lay 
exposed  to  View:  (700  Miles  from  the  Sea)  Mr  Crogan 
believes  from  the  Quantity  of  the  Bones  &  Teeth  there 


<     THE  COLDEN  PAPERS-1 765-1775  133 

could  not  be  Less  then  30  Animals  He  Sent  the  Teeth  to 
Ld  Shelbourne  &  Ben11  Franklin 

Portions  of  the  Like  Elephants  Teeth  found  in  Peru 
was  sent  Last  year  as  a  present  to  the  Royal  Society 

Mr  Franklin  talks  of  Comeing  over  by  Some  of  the 
Summer  Ships  he  is  very  Well,  much  Carressed  &  Ad- 
mired Here 

pray  Give  my  Kind  Respects  to  Your  Son  David — I 
shall  be  greatly  obliged  to  Him  for  the  Information  He 
Intends  Mee  on  the  Rattle  Snake  any  Remarks  in  natural 
History  will  be  very  acceptable  to  yr  Sincer  Friend 

P.  Collinson 
I  am  from  Home  but  willing  to  Save[?] 
first  Ship  to  Pensilvania 

I  thank  Good  Providence  I  have  Lived  to  See  a  pair 
of  your  Great  Moose  Deers  Horns,  sent  to  the  Duke  of 
Richmond — there  is  not  a  pair  in  the  British  Museum 
which  is  a  great  Loss  to  that  Grand  Collection  which  is 
the  Wonder  of  the  World 

It  was  always  Said,  the  Great  Deers  Horns  found  in 
the  Bogs  of  Ireland,  Some  10  feet  from  Tip  to  Tip,  was 
the  Same  of  the  Great  Moose  Deers  of  N.  England  & 
Canada.  But  this  pair  shows,  there  is  no  affinity,  but 
your  Moose  Horns,  are  very  Like  the  Elk  of  Germany  & 
Russia 

So  that  the  Animal  that  produced  the  Irish  Horns  is 
not  now  Known  to  Exist  in  all  your  Discover'd  World  and 
it  is  not  in  our  3  parts, — but  possibly  it  may  have  being, 
in  Terra  Austrialis — or  no  where — but  that  is  not  agree- 
able to  the  plan  of  Providence 

[Indorsed] 
To  the 
Honble 
Cadwallader  Colden 
These 


George  Ross  to  Col.  James  Robertson 
[Copy] 
Dear  Sir 

I  delivered  your  friend  Mr  Colden's  Letter,  which  you 
sent  me  to  Lord  Mansfield,  who  after  reading  it  expressed 
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himself  with  great  regard  towards  so  respectable  a  char- 
acter, as  that  of  Govr  Colden's.  He  put  the  Letter  in  his 
Pocket,  &  said  he  would  make  the  best  use  he  could  of  it. 
And  that  he  thought  M1'  Colden's  beheaviour  merited  the 
attention  and  protection  of  all  good  Men.  Indeed  it  is  a 
shame  that  the  King's  Servants  should  suffer  this  worthy- 
Man  to  be  oppressed. 

This  is  a  busy  time  with  every  body,  there  never  was 
a  greater  Contest  in  every  quarter.  Amongst  others  even 
Mr  Wilks,  the  disturber  of  Mankind,  has  made  his  ap- 
pearance and  stands  for  the  city  of  London,  and  will  no 
doubt  get  many  of  the  Mob  to  join  him.  But  as  an  Out 
Law  can  have  no  Property  to  Qualify  him,  I  do  not  see 
it  is  possible  he  can  be  return'd,  were  he  to  find  numbers 
to  vote  for  him.  Your  friend  Col.  Amherst  will  be  chose 
without  opposition.  Sir  Jeffery  read  me  your  very  dis- 
tinct and  sensible  Letter  to  him,  the  contents  of  which 
ought  to  allarm  us  here.    I  remain  Dear  Sir 

Geo:  Ross 
Conduit  Street  12th  March  1768 


The  Commissioners  of  the  Customs  at  Boston  to 
Sir  Henry  Moore 

[Copy] 

March  21,  1768 

We  have  received  your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  7th 
Instant  inclosing  a  Copy  of  a  Certificate  of  Mr  Williams 
Naval  officer  of  the  Province  of  New  York  having  given 
Security  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Customs  in  Lon- 
don, for  the  due  Execution  of  his  office.  On  the  15th 
Ult°  We  had  the  honor  to  write  to  your  Excellency,  and 
as  we  are  apprehensive  that  our  Letter  must  have  mis- 
carried, We  herewith  transmit  a  Duplicate  thereof,  we  at 
the  same  time  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Excellency  to  a  cir- 
cular  Letter  from  Lord  Egremont  Secretary  of  State 
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dated  the  9th  of  July  1763  to  the  several  Governors  in 
America,  and  from  the  present  state  of  Governm*  in  this 
part  of  the  World  We  are  anxious  to  know  what  assist- 
ance and  Support  our  officers  can  receive  in  your 
Province. 

Copy  of  another  Letter  dated  the  15  Febry 
referr'd  to  in  the  above. 
We  are  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  that  His  Majesty  has 
been  pleased  by  Letters  Patent  dated  the  8th  day  of  Septr 
last,  to  constitute  &  appoint  us  Commissrs  of  the  Customs 
for  America.  The  Naval  officers  being  required  to  give  us 
Security  for  the  due  Execution  of  their  offices  and  the 
Governors  being  made  responsible  for  their  Conduct  un- 
til such  Security  is  given  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased 
to  signify  the  same  to  your  Naval  Officers,  and  to  direct 
them  to  transmit  to  us  Lists  of  Ships  &  Vessels  and  of 
Bonds  taken  as  required  by  the  22d  Ch.  2d  Chr  26th 

The  Success  of  the  Revenue  depending  in  a  great 
Measure  upon  the  Support  which  our  officers  shall  re- 
ceive from  the  several  Governors,  We  beg  leave  to  rec- 
ommend those  station'd  within  your  Government  to  your 
Excellency  for  such  aid  &  Protection  as  the  Service  may 
require. 

Sign'd 

H.   HULTON 

Wm,  Burch 
Chas.  Paxton 
T.  Wm.  Robinson 


From  Sir  Henry  Moore 

Sr 

I  have  here  inclos'd  to  you  the  copies  of  two  letters  I 
lately  receiv'd  from  the  Commissioners  of  the  Customs  at 
Boston,  and  as  you  may  observe  they  refer  me  to  a  letter 
of  Ld  Egremont's  which  I  apprehend  was  transmitted  to 
you,  I  beg  you  will  let  me  have  it  by  the  bearer,  &  any 
other  public  papers  now  in  your  hands,  which  may  be  of 
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service  on  the  Occasion.  If  any  additional  Instructions, 
or  Orders  of  Privy  Council  were  sent  over  during  your 
administration,  it  would  be  proper  to  send  them  likewise, 
that  due  obedience  may  be  given  to  them  by  me.  I  am 
with  great  truth  &  regard 

Sr 
Yr 

Yr  most  obed1  &  humb  S* 
H.  Moore 
New  York  March  28*  1768 


Cadwallader  Colden  to  Sir  Henry  Moore 

[Copy] 

To  Sir  Henry  Moore  Bar* 

Spring  Hill  March  31st  1768 
Sir 

In  obedience  to  your  Excellency's  Command  of  the 
28st  inclosed  is  my  Lord  Egrernont's  Letter  of  the  9th  of 
July — 63,  with  the  Papers  refer'd  to  in  his  Letter. — I  like- 
wise inclose  a  Letter  from  my  Lord  Halifax  of  the  9th  of 
February — 65  with  an  Extract  of  the  Secretary  at  War 
his  Letter  to  Lord  Halifax. 

As  I  look  on  particular  additional  Instructions  as 
justifications  of  my  Conduct  in  the  cases  to  which  they 
referr,  I  thought  it  proper  for  me  to  preserve  them.  If 
they  are  designd  to  be  perpetrated  no  doubt  they  will  be 
included  in  the  general  Instructions,  as  I  suppose  the  pur- 
port of  Ld  Egrernont's  Letter  is  in  yours.  I  must  beg 
you'll  please  to  deliver  to  my  Son  Alexander  General 
Monckton's  Instructions,  which  at  your  desire  I  gave  to 
you  at  your  arival,  as  they  can  be  no  longer  of  any  use  to 
you,  &  some  late  incidents  makes  it  necessary  for  me  to 
have  them 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 
Sir 
Yr 
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From  Peter  Collinson 

Mill  Hill  Aprill  2d  1768 

I  am  ^swaded  it  will  be  Some  Comfort  to  My  Dear 
Friend  to  find  His  Cause  is  not  uterrly  Forgot — for  Mr 
George  Grenville  Moved  House  that  reparation  should 
be  made  in  ^ticular  to  Govenr  Colden  and  others  who  had 
Suffer'd  in  their  Effects  by  the  Rioters,  He  Set  forth  in  a 
Moveing  Speech  how  unreasonable  It  was  for  the  Kings 
Servants  to  be  So  barbarously  Treated  for  doing  their 
Duty,  conformable  to  their  Instructions 

But  as  the  Parliament  was  Just  breaking  up  I  do  not 
find  they  came  to  any  Resolution  about  It,  Mr  George 
Grenville  Sent  to  Mee  for  one  of  your  Cases — probably 
that  I  sent  him  before  was  mislaid — I  Sent  Him  a 
Coupple 

A  Gen11  whose  Name  I  have  forgot  who  was  one  of 
Discarded  officers  for  the  Stamp  &  was  long  Entertain'd 
at  your  House  came  for  Some  of  your  books  I  gave  Him 
a  Letter  of  Introduction  to  your  Friend  Sr  JefP  Amhurst 
because  He  could  Informe  Him  of  Every  Step  of  the 
Rioters  &  the  Share  you  Sufferd  In  It — when  I  Sent  the 
Books  I  bespoke  Mr  Greenvilles  Interest  I  hope  it  will  be 
revived  in  our  New  Parliam1  &  that  Wee  may  find  them 
better  disposed  to  do  Justice.  Will  it  not  be  Suiteable  if 
you  was  to  write  a  Letter  of  Thanks  to  Mr  Greenville  for 
Espouseing  your  Interest — Requesting  He  will  bring  It 
before  the  Next  Parliament 

But  this  I  submit  &  am  with 
much  Respect  yours 

P.  Collinson 
I  shall  be  pleased  to  hear  the  Sattin  Came  Safe  &  is 
approved 

Pray  my  Respects  to  your  Sons  Alexander  &  David 
You  See  by  the  Papers  the  Riots  at  our  Elections 

In  particular  that  Scondrel  Wilks  came  from  France 
tho'  an  outlaw  yett  Dared  to  come  and  offer  himself  for 
the  Citty  Supportd  by  a  Mobb  that  none  dared  oppose 
&  the  Governm*  thought  fitt  not  to  Oppose  for  fear  of 
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Worse  Consequences — Disappointed  of  His  Election  for 
the  Citty — puts  up  for  Member  for  Midlesex — by  Dint 
of  Riot  &  Mobb  &  the  Debased  Minds  of  the  Electors  is 
Chosen  the  Outerages  they  committed  is  not  to  be  Di- 
scribed,  what  Course  the  Goverm*  will  take  for  Redress 
wee  shall  See  when  our  New  Parliament  Meets 

I  hope  my  Ingeneous  Frd  David  will  not  forget  the 
Facinateing  Article 

[Indorsed] 

To  the 
Honble 

Cadwallader  Colden  Esq1 
in  New  York 


From  Samuel  Auchmuty  to  Cadwallader  Colden  Jr. 

New  York  June  4th  1768 
Dear  Sir 

I  am  extremely  sorry  that  it  has  not  been  in  my  power 
to  answer  you[r]  favour  of  the  first  of  last  month  till 
now.  Soon  after  I  received  it  our  Convention  met — I  in- 
formed them  of  the  Contents  of  your  Letter;  but  as  Mr 
Punderson  did  not  appear,  and  had  not  been  with  me, 
and  was  almost  a  Stranger  to  all  the  Clergy  except  his 
Brother  in  Law  Beardsley,  who  said  little  in  his  favor 
they  did  not  chuse  to  advise  in  the  Affair ;  but  requested 
Dr  Cooper  &  myself  to  inform  ourselves  as  well  as  we 
could  concerning  his  abilities  &  character  &c.  Dr  Cooper's 
seting  of  for  Boston  soon  after,  the  Task  falls  upon  me. 
I  am  very  sensible  that  it  is  a  difficult  one  especially  when 
people's  opinion  differ,  concerning  a  person  they  pretend 
to  know  &  how  to  seperate  truth  from  falsehood  in  Such 
a  Case  requires  some  time  and  thought.  However  I  have 
made  all  the  inquiry  in  my  power  concerning  Mr  Punder- 
sons  Abilities  and  Character,  and  cannot  say  upon  the 
whole,  that  I  think  it  will  be  prudent  in  your  People  to 
send  him  Home  for  Orders,  till  he  makes  himself  known 
to  the  Clergy,  and  satisfies  them  concerning  any  Doubts 
that  may  arise  concerning  his  Abilities  &c.  By  your 
Letter  I  do  not  find  that  you  have  absolutely  engaged 
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with  Him,  therefore  I  think  your  best  way  would  be  to 
let  him  know  that  you  are  willing  to  comply  with  what 
you  have  proposed,  provided,  he  is  recommended  to  you 
by  the  Clergy  as  a  person  well  qualified  to  serve  you. 
Without  such  a  recommendation  I  think  you  ought  to 
decline  any  further  connection. 

I  most  sincerely  wish  you  had  a  good  active  sensible 
man  settled  among  you ;  without  you  get  such  a  one  you 
had  better  be  as  you  are — Assure  yourself  that  I  shall  at 
all  times  do  every  thing  that  I  conceive  right  to  serve  you 
&  shall  be  happy  if  my  advice,  when  asked,  meets  with 
your  Approbation. 

I  this  day  returned  from  a  visit  to  your  Father.  The 
Old  Gentleman  has  not  had  any  return  of  his  Fits,  for  a 
fortnight  past ;  &  appears  to  be  as  hearty  &  well  as  I  have 
known  him  for  some  Years — I  mentioned  Pundersons 
offer  to  him.  He  had  heard  of  it,  &  had  made  some  in- 
quiry probably  he  will  write  to  you  concerning  it :  but  if 
he  should  not,  be  assured  for  more  reasons  than  one  he 
does  not  approve  of  it:  neither  (to  speak  the  truth)  do  I 
— But  let  our  sentiments  be  kept  secret. 

I  christened  Davids  Daughter  by  the  Name  of  Alice 
Christie.  You  may  be  sure  she  is  the  finest  child  ever 
was  born. 

Hearing  of  this  Oppertunity  I  was  determined  to  em- 
brace it,  tho'  the  time  was  short:  therefore  excuse  haste, 
as  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  copy  or  Correct  at  this  time. 
With  Compliments  to  your  Lady  and  Family;  I  am  Dr 
Sir, 

Your  Obliged  serv*  &  assured  Friend 

Samuel  Auchmtjty 
P.S.    Sandy  &  Family  are  well 

Cadwallader  Colden  Junr  Esq1" 


From  Alexander  Garden 

Sir 

It  is  difficult  to  express  the  Satisfaction  and  pleasure 
which  I  had  when  I  received  your  most  obliging  Letter 
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from  Mr  Izard  who  was  so  polite  as  to  deliver  it  the  day- 
after  his  arrival  here.  A  Correspondence  by  which  I  had 
been  greatly  honoured  having  been  interrupted  for  some 
time  and  now  again  revived  gives  me  inexpressible  pleas- 
ure ;  I  need  not  tell  you  how  carefully  &  anxiously  I  shall 
endeavour  to  cultivate  it  &  indeed  my  prospect  of  gain 
from  the  same  is  not  small  &  that  consideration  is  gener- 
ally a  brisk  inducement  &  Spur  to  our  industry  &  atten- 
tion in  any  thing. 

It  was  with  great  pleasure  that  I  Learned  from  Mrs 
Izard  &  Miss  Delaney  that  your  health  was  generally 
good  &  that  your  usual  flow  of  Spirits  continued  unim- 
paired &  steady.  This  must  be  a  great  blessing  to  you 
while  it  is  matter  of  great  joy  to  your  friends  and  may 
be  the  fountain  of  intertainment  &  instruction  to  the 
Learned  world  as  I  understand  that  you  now  apply  to  & 
push  your  Philosophical  enquiries  with  the  same  ardor 
which  you  was  wont  to  have  when  I  first  had  the  honour 
of  your  acquaintance.  Some  Person,  I  don't  remember 
whom,  informed  me  that  you  had  Dipt  into  a  revisal  of 
the  Art  of  Logic  or  rather  as  I  apprehend  into  A  disqui- 
sition of  what  constitutes  true  natural  &  rational  Logic 
fitted  more  to  the  immediate  uses  of  Life  than  like  the 
old  Scholastic  Logic  whose  cheif  end  was  the  Invention 
&  defense  of  endless  &  unprofitable  subtelties.  My  Ace* 
of  this  matter  was  so  indistinct  that  I  can  give  you  no 
clear  relation  of  it,  but  I  should  be  exceedingly  glad  to 
have  an  Account  of  your  plan  from  yourself  providing  it 
is  convenient.  My  Eager  Desire  to  see  an  Account  of  any 
of  your  studies  or  researches  is  the  only  cause  &  promptor 
of  this  request  &  I  flatter  myself  you  will  forgive  me  for 
Any  impropriety  that  there  may  be  in  it 

This  is  not  a  part  of  the  world  from  which  you  can 
expect  Literary  news  so  that  you  will  not  be  disapointed 
in  finding  none  in  my  Letter.  Sir  Charles  Von  Linne  still 
goes  on  adding  every  day  to  his  former  discoveries  & 
throwing  new  light  on  Every  branch  of  natural  history, 
which  he  has  carried  to  an  amazing  pitch  of  perfection. 
There  has  lately  been  published  his  12th  Edition  of  the 
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Systema  Naturae  in  three  8vo-  Vol8. — I  have  not  yet  seen 
it  but  have  had  an  Ace1  of  it  from  himself  and  others. 
He  is  as  always  extreamly  modest  in  his  own  Account  of 
it  but  says  that  it  is  the  last  which  Ever  he  shall  publish 
— others  write  greatly  in  its  praise — Indeed  I  should  judge 
it  to  be  the  greatest  &  best  performance  of  the  kind  &  by 
far  the  fullest  &  most  comprehensive  that  Ever  has  ap- 
peared. I  Long  to  see  it  &  now  daily  expect  a  Copy  from 
London 

Since  my  last  Letter  to  you  I  have  furnished  him  with 
Characters  of  most  of  our  Fishes  &  Amphibious  Animals, 
as  also  of  our  Snakes  &  other  Reptiles — And  many  of  the 
Coleoptera  Neuroptera  &  Lepidoptera  Classes — as  well 
as  with  Several  new  genera  &  Species  in  the  Botanic  way. 

About  3  or  4  years  Ago  I  sent  him  a  dissertation  on 
the  Carolina  Siren  which  I  found  here  about  that  time  & 
you  will  see  that  with  some  other  papers  relating  to  these 
subjects  published  in  the  Acta  Upsaliensa — As  I  daily 
expect  some  Specimens  of  the  Siren  I  have  resolved  to 
send  one  to  you  if  it  comes  in  time  before  Mr  Izard  sails, 
who  has  been  so  obligeing  as  to  promise  to  convey  it  to 
you.  In  the  meantime  I  have  inclosed  a  Copy  of  the 
Characters  of  this  extraordinary  Animal  which  you  may 
compare  with  the  specimen  &  it  may  amuse  you — It  is 
certainly  a  New  Animal — Linnaeus  says  that  it  consti- 
tutes not  only  a  new  genus  but  a  New  Class  or  Order  of 
Animals.  You  will  see  a  short  &  very  imperfect  account 
of  it  with  a  Draught  in  the  Feb1"7  Magazine  for  this  year 
This  Ace1  of  it  was  presented  by  Mr  Friend  John  Ellis  to 
the  Royal  Society  &  it  is  excerpted  from  the  Philosoph- 
ical Transactions  for  the  Magazine — It  is  very  imperfect 

Mr  Izard  applied  to  me  for  some  Seneka  Snakeroot 
for  you  &  I  have  accordingly  putt  up  a  Small  bundle  for 
you  &  like  wise  added  a  small  bundle  of  our  Pink  root 
which  you  know  is  an  Excellent  anthelmintic  Given 
either  in  powder  or  Decoction. 

The  Seneka  is  the  most  powerfull  &  efficacious  Anti- 
phlogistic attenuant  among  the  Galenical  Medicines — It 
is  possibly  Equally  efficacious  as  any  of  the  Most  noted 
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Antimonials  such  as  the  Thomas  [?]  James  Powders  &c 
&  I  am  sure  it  is  much  safer — I  give  it  with  and  without 
Nitre  in  all  inflammatory  disorders  whatever  &  with  the 
greatest  success — It  is  likewise  very  powerfull  in  Lentors 
of  Every  kind  even  of  the  Leucophlegmatic  &  Oedema- 
tous  sort  as  well  as  the  inflammatory  Lentors  or  even  in 
Lentors  of  the  nervous  juices  or  relaxation  of  their 
fibrillae — I  have  sent  my  opinion  of  both  this  plant  and 
the  Indian  Pink  to  Edinburgh  and  by  a  Letter  which  I 
received  the  other  day  from  Dr.  Hope  you  will  see 
two  papers  on  these  two  Plants  &  their  medicinal  uses 
in  the  3d  Vol.  of  their  Essays 

Mr  Izard  who  now  returns  to  N  York  with  his  Lady 
has  promised  me  to  deliver  this  to  you  &  I  have  only  to 
wish  Every  manner  of  happiness  to  attend  you  &  I  am 
with  Compliments  to  your  Sons  &  all  their  families 

Sir 
Your  Most  hble  Sv1 

Alexf  Garden 
Recd  June  1768 


From  Peter  Collinson 

Mill  Hill  July  2d  1768 

I  Think  my  Last  to  my  Dear  Friend  was  Aprill  2d  In 
which  I  acknowledged  the  Receipt  of  your  Sons  very 
Sensible  Letter  on  the  Political  Oeconemy  of  a  Sett  of 
Insolent  Arbitary  Bravo's — which  I  hope  in  the  End 
will  turn  to  their  Confusion.  &  Mine  by  Cap1  Lawrence 
is  receid  with  Sattin — It  is  with  concern  when  I  reflect 
on  our  unsetled  state  of  affairs  Here  perpetually  Choping 
&  Changeing — Now  you  will  See  by  the  papers  Lord 
Clare  is  removed  from  the  Board  of  Trade  &  Lord  Hills- 
borough in  his  Room,  I  have  no  Acquaintance  with  Him 

And  you  will  See  by  the  papers  the  Mobs  &  Riots  ab1 
Wilks  &  Coal-heavers  Carried  to  Such  a  Pitch  of  Madness 
&  Cruelty  not  known  in  my  Memory 
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It  pleases  Providence  to  Lett  loose  the  Spirit  of  Riot 
&  Licensciousness,  to  trye  if  it  will  awaken  our  under- 
standing &  Dispose  the  minds  of  the  People  to  relin- 
guish  Vicious  Habits  of  Luxury  &  Dissipation  and  what 
is  more  alarming  is  the  like  Wett  Summer  as  has  been  for 
2  years  past — there  is  a  wonderfull  prospect  of  a  full 
Crop  of  Corn  on  the  Ground,  but  if  this  Weather  Con- 
tinues it  will  run  all  up  to  Stalk  &  the  Ear  be  deficient  in 
weighty  Grain,  which  has  been  the  Case  the  2  Proceeding 
Years,  so  great  has  been  the  Defect  wee  must  have 
Starved,  had  not  America  &  our  Neighbours  Supplyed  Us, 
where  as  for  many  years  past  wee  used  to  Supply  Them, 
the  prospect  at  present  is  very  melancholy  for  it  Rains 
more  or  Less  every  Day 

Now  Ld  Hillsborough  is  got  into  his  old  Post  I  hope 
it  will  be  in  his  power  to  Serve  you 

but  whilst  this  ministry  is  So  unsetled  there  is  little 
Hopes  for  more  Changes  are  talked  off  but  there  is  no 
dependance  on  Hear  Say 

I  have  Sent  2  or  3  Copies  of  the  expence  of  printing 
I  would  do  it  again  but  my  Books  are  in  Town  &  I  write 
this  in  the  Country  going  Seldom  to  Town 

but  I  think  it  was  Something  about  five  pounds  when 
I  go  to  Town  will  Endeavour  to  think  of  Sending  a  Book 
to  Lord  Hillsborough  Lately  Mr  Grenvile  Sent  to  Mee 
for  One,  tho'  I  formerly  Sent  Him  One 

I  have  no  where  Met  with  a  Relation  that  your  North- 
ern Indians  were  Man  Eaters  except  in  Revenge  on  their 
Enemies  &  that  but  rarely 

But  the  Florida  Indians,  Carribes,  Mexicans  &  Peru- 
vians were  notorious  Men  Eaters 

I  don't  find  that  the  Natives  of  Virginia  &  all  other 
Nations  to  the  Eastward  had  any  Intoxicating  Liquor — 
Tobacca  in  Some  Measure  Supply'd  It 

but  when  Wee  come  to  Florida  &  all  on  to  the  West- 
ward &  Southward,  they  fermented  Indian  Corn  &  Sweet 
Potatoes  &  other  things,  &  made  Drinks  that  procured 
the  highest  Degree  of  Intoxication 

the  Mohawks  was  the  Last  Nation  to  the  Eastward 
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that  planted  Indian  Corn,  for  when  Monr  Monts  came 
into  the  Bay  of  Funda  to  Isle  Sfc  Croix  ags*  S*  Johns  River 
the  Indians  had  no  Bread  Corn 

So  farr  acknowledges  Your  Acceptable  Letter  of  Aprill 
25 

That  Health  &  Serenity  of  Mind  may  attend  you 

is  the  Sincere  Wish  of  your  affectionate  frd 

P.  Collinson 
July  6th 

I  am  Extreamly  obliged  to  my  Ingenious  Friend  yr 
Son  David  for  his  Curious  observations  on  the  Supposed 
Charming  of  Snakes  want  of  attention  Laid  the  founda- 
tion of  that  Errour — Had  they  being  as  Critical  in  their 
Examination  of  that  Occurrence  the[y]  could  not  have 
been  deceived — but  my  first  Leisure  I  intend  Him  a 
^ticular  acknowledgement  for  that  Favour  as  all  discov- 
eries in  Natural  History  is  my  [illegible]  that  was  the 
More  Acceptable 

Pray  present  my  kind  Respects  to  your  Son  Alexander 
I  hope  He  &  his  Family  are  well 
[Indorsed] 

To  the 
Honble  Cadwallader  Colden  Esqr 
in  New  York 


Lord  Hillsborough  to  Sir  Henry  Moore 

[Extract] 

Extract  of  a  letter  from 
the  Earl  of  Hillsborough 
to  Sir  Henry  Moore  dated 
July  9,  1768 

Your  Representation  of  Mr  Colden's  case  evinces  the 
equity  of  his  Claim  upon  the  Colony  for  the  Arrears  of 
his  Salary,  and  for  Compensation  for  the  Losses  he  Sus- 
tained in  the  Disturbances  at  New  York — And  therefore 
it  is  the  Kings  Pleasure  that  you  do  persevere  in  your 
Recommendation  of  this  Matter  to  the  Assembly.  I  beg 
the  favour  of  you  to  Acquaint  Mr  Colden  with  the  Direc- 
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tions  you  have  received  upon  this  subject  that  he  may  be 
Assured  that  the  Sufferings  and  Complaints  of  a  Meri- 
torious old  Servant  of  the  Crown  are  graciously  attended 
to  by  his  Majesty,  and  have  not  been  Neglected  by  me. 

Received  Sunday  morning  Octr  23d  1768 


From  George  Grenville 

Wolton  July  28:  1768 
Sir, 

I  receiv'd  some  Time  ago  the  Favor  of  two  Letters 
from  you  the  One  dated  ye  2nd  the  other  ye  29th  of  Janry 
last,  both  of  Them  relative  to  the  state  of  affairs  at  New 
York,  &  to  the  Attack  made  upon  you  in  Consequence  of 
the  Vindication  which  you  had  writ  &  publishd  of  your 
own  Conduct.  The  Account  which  you  have  Sent  to  me 
of  that  Province  &  those  which  I  have  received  from  other 
Parts  of  North  America  give  me  great  Concern,  but  no 
Surprize.  I  have  long  foreseen  that  the  Encouragement 
which  has  been  given  to  those  Disorders  from  Great 
Brittain,  could  end  in  nothing  else,  &  I  heartily  lament 
the  Calamities  which  that  unhappy  Conduct  will  inevi- 
tably bring  both  on  Great  Brittain  &  its  Colonies.  I  have 
endeavourd  according  to  my  Duty  if  possible  to  prevent 
them,  &  shall  continue  to  do  so  by  every  Measure  which 
may  conciliate  Respect,  Reverence  &  Affection  from  the 
Colonies  towards  the  King  &  ParP  of  Great  Brittain  which 
by  the  Constitution  have  the  Supreme  &  Sovereign  Au- 
thority over  all  the  Subjects  of  the  Crown  in  all  Parts  of 
the  World,  Firmness  &  Steadyness  are  requisite  for  the 
first,  Prudence  &  Temper  for  the  Second,  &  Protection, 
Liberty,  &  a  good  Government  for  the  third,  Those  who 
have  endeavourd  to  do  their  Duty,  &  to  obey  the  Laws 
should  be  supported  &  rewarded,  those  who  have  diso- 
bed'd  them  should  be  check'd,  &  restrained.  The  contrary 
Behaviour  can  tend  to  nothing  but  Confusion  &  Anarchy. 
It  was  with  this  View  that  I  proposed  in  ParP  to  address 
the  King  to  show  marks  of  his  Favor  &  Protection  to 
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those  who  had  distinguished  themselves  by  doing  their 
Duty,  which  Proposition  the  House  of  Commons  adopted. 
How  far  it  has  been  complyd  with  I  cannot  tell.  The 
attack  which  you  complain  of  as  made  upon  yourself, 
seems  to  be  a  Severe  one,  &  if  owing  to  the  Causes  you 
assign  for  it,  deserves  to  be  enquird  into,  but  as  on  the 
one  hand  you  have  the  strongest  Title  to  be  supported 
for  doing  your  Duty,  so  on  the  other  those  you  complain 
of  have  a  Right  to  be  heard  before  They  are  censur'd. 
Your  Behaviour  during  the  former  Disturbances  ap- 
peared to  me  highly  meritorious  &  I  have  more  than 
once  declared  in  the  House  of  Commons  my  Opinion  con- 
cerning it.  This,  Sir,  is  a  Justice  due  to  you,  which  as 
far  as  it  depends  upon  me,  I  shall  allways  be  ready  to  pay, 
&  am  therefore  very  Sorry  that  you  have  felt  so  much 
uneasyness  at  a  Time  of  Life  which  should  naturally  call, 
as  you  truely  observe,  for  Quiet  &  Retirement,  after  so 
many  years  spent  in  the  public  service.  I  have  fre- 
quently mentioned  the  Hardships  which  you  Seem  to  lay 
under,  &  should  be  glad  (if  it  were  in  my  Power)  to 
alleviate  them  as  far  as  is  consistent  with  that  Justice 
which  ought  at  all  Times  to  be  the  Rule  of  every  Honest 
Man's  Conduct,  &  more  particularly  in  a  Conjuncture 
like  the  present,  with  Regard  to  the  Colonies  &  to  those 
intrusted  with  the  Government  of  them,  to  abandon  & 
Sacrifice  the  latter  for  having  obeyd  the  Laws  of  this 
Kingdom  &  the  Directions  Sent  from  hence,  would  be 
base,  &  perfidious;  to  oppress  the  former,  from  any  spirit 
of  private,  or  even  public  Resentment,  because  we  have 
the  Power  to  do  it,  would  be  unwise,  unjust,  &  Tyranni- 
cal. I  am  persuaded  that  you  &  every  honest  Man  will 
agree  with  me  in  these  sentiments,  which  in  every  Situa- 
tion I  shall  allways  be  ready  to  manifest. 
I  am, 
Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  Humble  Servant 

George  Grenville 

Cadwallader  Colden  Esqr 
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From  Michael  Collinson 
Sir 

I  have  the  honour  of  Mr  Grenvilles  Commands  to  for- 
ward the  inclosed  wch  I  hope  will  come  safe  to  hand.  It 
has,  Sir,  given  me  much  concern  to  find,  in  the  injuries 
of  your  particular  Case,  what  little  encouragement  there 
is  for  Gentn  to  risque  their  lives  &  Fortunes  for  the  sup- 
port and  dignity  of  Government  on  your  Side  the  At- 
lantic ; — I  very  Sincerely  Sir  wish  you  a  speedy  Indemni- 
fication, but  I  fear  there  is  little  to  be  expected  from  the 
present  set  of  People  in  power; — The  Eyes  of  many  are 
turned  to  Mr  Grenville  as  the  Person  most  capable  of 
assisting  Us  in  the  present  dilemma,  in  wch  Opinion  I 
very  Sincerely  join — My  Father  is  in  Essex  and  knows  not 
of  my  giving  You  this  trouble — he  very  lately  had  the 
pleasure  of  recg  a  Letter  from  You. 

I  am  Sir 
And  that,  with  the  truest  Resp* 
Your  most  obed*  humble  Serv1 

_.  Mich1.  Collinson 

Somerset  Coffee  house 

Aug*  3rd  1768 

Honble  Cadwallader  Golden  Esqr 


Order  of  King  in  Council  Respecting  the  New  York- 
Quebec  Boundary 

AT  THE  COURT  AT  ST  JAMES'S  the  12  day  of 
Aug1  1768 

PRESENT 

The  King's  most  Excellent  Majesty 

Duke  of  Grafton  Viscount  Falmouth 

Duke  of  Rutland  Viscount  Harrington 

Duke  of  Queensberry  Viscount  Villiers 

Marquess  of  Granby  Lord  North 

Earl  of  Litchfield  James  Stuart  Mackenzie  Esq 

Earl  of  Hillsborough  Thomas  Harley  Esqr 

Earl  of  Shelburne  Sr  Edward  Hawke 
Viscount  Weymouth 
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WHEREAS,  there  was  this  day  read  at  the  Board,  a 
Report  from  the  Right  Honorable  the  Lords  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Council  for  Plantation  Affairs,  dated  the  9th  of 
this  Instant,  upon  considering  a  Report  made  by  the 
Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations,  upon  an 
Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Sr  Henry  Moore,  Governor  of 
New  York,  to  the  Earl  of  Shelburne  dated  the  16th  of 
January  last,  relative  to  the  Settling  the  Boundary  Line 
between  that  Province  and  Quebec.  By  which  Report  it 
appears,  that  it  having  been  mutually  agreed  upon  be- 
tween Sr  Henry  Moore  and  the  Commander  in  Chief  of 
the  Province  of  Quebec  at  a  meeting  for  that  purpose 
appointed,  that  the  Line  of  division  between  these  Prov- 
inces should  be  fixed  at  the  45th  Degree  of  North  Latitude 
conformable  to  the  Limits  laid  down  in  His  Majesty's 
Proclamation  of  October  1763,  and  it  having  been  ascer- 
tained and  determined  by  proper  observations  where  the 
said  Line  would  pass,  it  is  therefore  proposed  that  these 
proceedings  above  stated  should  be  confirmed  by  His 
Majesty. 

His  Majesty  taking  the  said  Report  into  Considera- 
tion was  pleased,  with  the  advice  of  His  Privy  Council, 
to  approve  thereof  and  doth  hereby  confirm  the  said 
proceedings  above  stated,  and  order  that  the  said  Line  of 
division  be  run  out  &  continued  as  far  as  each  Province 
respectively  extends;  provided,  that  nothing  herein  con- 
tain'd  shall  extend  to  affect  the  properties  of  His 
Majesty's  new  Subjects,  having  Possessions  under  proper 
Titles  on  those  parts  of  the  Lands  on  the  South  side  of 
this  Line,  the  Dominion  of  which  was  not  disputed  on  the 
part  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain.  And  provided  also, 
that  this  determination  shall  not  operate  wholly  to  de- 
prive His  Majesty's  New  Subjects  of  such  Concessions 
on  the  South  side  of  the  said  Line  on  which  they  may 
have  made  actual  Settlement  and  Improvement  altho'  the 
Lands  may  have  been  disputed  by  the  Crown  of  Great 
Britain;  but  that  such  Possessors  shall  be  entituled  to 
so  much  of  the  said  Concessions  as  shall  be  proportioned 
to  their  Improvements,  at  the  rate  of  fifty  Acres  for  every 
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three  Acres  of  Improvement  provided  they  take  our 
Grants  for  the  same,  under  the  Seal  of  the  Province  of 
New  York,  subject  to  the  usual  Quit  Rents;  And  pro- 
vided also,  that  the  Grant  to  no  one  Person  shall  exceed 
Twenty  Thousand  Acres.  And  the  Governor  or  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  His  Majesty's  said  Provinces  of  New 
York  and  Quebec  for  the  time  being,  and  all  others,  whom 
it  may  concern,  are  to  take  notice  of  His  Majestys  pleas- 
ure hereby  signified  and  Govern  themselves  accordingly. 

Stephq  Cottrell 


From  Sir  William  Johnson 

Johnson  Hall  Janry  26th  1769 
Dear  Sir 

I  thank  you  most  kindly  for  your  letter  of  the  10th 
Inst-  nor  ever  meant  to  stand  on  punctilios  with  you 
about  a  letter,  as  I  must  from  my  Several  Avocations 
often  trespass  in  my  Correspondence,  and  Indeed  I  should 
have  wrote  you  long  since,  but  that  ever  since  my  last 
severe  Illness,  I  have  been  abroad  either  to  try  for  health, 
or  on  public  business  &  the  delays  of  the  late  Treaty  kept 
me  at  Fort  Stanwix  two  Months,  Indeed  my  remote 
Scituation  furnishes  me  with  verry  few  Topicks  except 
as  to  Indian  Matters  &  the  late  Treaty,  of  which  you  have 
had  an  opertunity  of  hearing  and  from  which  I  am  yet 
scarcely  disengaged.  In  return  for  your  freindly  Wishes 
on  the  entrance  of  the  new  year,  I  most  cordially  salute 
you  with  my  Sincere  desires  that  you  may  pass  through 
it  with  the  full  enjoyment  of  your  health,  and  everry 
other  Blessing  you  require. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  (in  some  measure)  Dear 
bought  experience  I  have  acquired  of  Indn  Affairs  may 
yet  be  found  wanting,  and  altho  I  cannot  think  so  favour- 
ably of  myself,  as  your  freindship  may  induce  you  to  do, 
I  cannot  help  agreeing  in  the  opinion  of  the  Impracti- 
cability of  the  Trades  being  conducted  in  a  proper  Man- 
ner on  the  footing  now  proposed  for  reasons  which  I  have 
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little  occasion  to  point  out  to  you,  nor  is  it  probable  they 
will  ever  come  into  the  expence  attending  such  Estab- 
lishments as  are  from  the  present  state  of  our  Indian 
Connections  absolutely  necessary,  any  more  than  they 
are  like  to  fall  upon  such  prudent  &  Impartial  Regula- 
tions as  are  or  shall  be  wanting  to  Secure  the  peaceable 
enjoyment  of  that  Branch  of  Trade.  The  referring  that 
Matter  to  the  Albany  Members  (a  Circumstance  which  I 
had  not  before  heard  of),  is  a  Verry  unpromising  begin- 
ning, and  without  the  gift  of  Prophecy  one  may  naturally 
draw  the  Conclusion.  In  Short  the  whole  System  of 
Indian  Politicks  is  changed  since  the  Reduction  of  Can- 
ada, we  have  now  to  do  with  a  vast  Body  of  new  Allies 
(or  whatever  they  may  be  called)  who  with  the  rest  view 
us  in  a  perfect  new  light,  and  if  we  do  not  so  by  them, 
and  establish  one  general  Management  for  the  Whole  We 
may  soon  feel  the  Consequences,  for  admitting  that  those 
who  are  to  have  the  direction  of  the  Indian  Trade  are 
Men  of  Experience  in  that  way,  &  Influence  amongst  the 
Indians,  Neither  of  which,  can  I  beleive,  be  presumed, 
yet  the  Independant  Views  &  Interests  of  particular  Col- 
onies or  Bodies  of  Men  must  by  frequent  Clashing  defeat 
the  Intention  of  Government,  &  involve  the  whole  in 
Confusion.  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  expressed  myself 
with  so  much  freedom  except  to  yourself  for  as  on  the 
one  hand  I  have  no  inclination  for  ye  additional  trouble 
It  occasioned,  some  Men  might  attribute  my  remarks  to 
Interested  Motives,  which  I  could  sufficiently  demon- 
strate is  not  ye  Case.  On  the  contrary  I  am  sorry  to  say 
that  I  beleive  there  are  Men  In  the  World  that  would  in 
my  Scituation  regard  the  late  System  with  a  Malicious 
pleasure,  as  what  must  in  its  final  Consequences  exalt 
their  own  reputation,  &  enlarge  their  Authority  but  I 
thank  Heaven  I  have  ever  thought  my  Self  love  a  small 
Sacrifice  to  the  public.  The  Business  of  the  late  Treaty 
was  attended  with  many  Difficulties  &  obstructions.  The 
Indians  were  thro'  the  former  Delays  verry  Suspicious  of 
our  Views  respecting  the  Boundary,  &  the  Difficulties  to 
the  Northward  where  our  Settlements  are  already  so  far 
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extended  and  where  so  many  Tribes  are  settled  is  not 
easily  to  be  conceived. 

The  New  England  Missionaries  who  attended  y6 
Treaty  &  who  I  have  good  reason  to  think  were  verry 
seriously  bent  to  have  Something  favourable  to  the  old 
Views  of  Connecticut,  within  the  Province  of  Pensil- 
vania,  and  who  were  doubtless  eager  to  get  an  opertunity 
for  extending  into  the  Indian  Country,  endeavoured  to 
dissuade  them  from  establishing  the  Line  in  any  wise 
favourable  for  this  Province,  &  memorialled  me  against 
Extending  it  far  North  or  West,  this  Extraordinary  be- 
haviour in  opposition  to  the  Orders  of  the  King  &  the 
Interests  of  ye  Province  deserved  to  be  taken  notice  of, 
however  I  contented  myself  with  pursuing  the  Task 
recommended  to  me  &  happily  effected  it  as  advanta- 
giously  as  could  possibly  be  expected.  The  Ascertaining 
this  Line  so  far  as  it  regards  this  Province  by  Monu- 
ments &  Accurate  Descriptions  is  absolutely  necessary, 
as  well  as  that  Several  of  the  Indian  Cheifs  should  at- 
tend uppon  the  Occasion,  but  the  Sum  of  £100  would 
little  more  than  defray  the  Expence  of  provisions  for  that 
Service. 

I  am  much  oblidged  to  you  for  the  Judicious  Remarks 
you  make  on  the  Affairs  of  last  Session,  and  I  Concurr  en- 
tirely with  you  in  opinion  from  my  experience  of  the 
Views  &  Interests  of  the  Parties.  The  Schenectady  Elec- 
tion is  carried  again  in  favour  of  Mynerdse  the  late  Mem- 
ber, who  as  far  as  I  know  him  seems  to  be  honest  &  In- 
offensive. You  know  we  have  as  yet  few  or  none  of  any 
Talents  hereabouts.  I  know  of  no  new  Candidates  for 
the  County,  if  there  were,  the  unusual  badness  of  the 
Roads  &  the  short  Notice  given  by  the  Sherriff,  would 
render  it  impracticable  to  Assemble  the  Freeholders  of  a 
County  so  verry  Extensive.  I  wish  they  may  come  to  a 
favourable  Resolution  concerning  your  Losses,  and  I 
think  the  Persons  you  attributed  them  to,  was  the  most 
favourable  for  the  reputation  of  the  Province,  which  in 
my  humble  opinion  is  bound  to  make  you  full  Restitu- 
tion. 

VOL.   VII 
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I  thank  God  my  Health  has  been  verry  much  mended 
by  my  Tour  to  the  Sea  Side,  and  I  am  verry  happy  to 
hear  that  you  enjoy  both  it,  &  Spirits,  of  both  which  I 
verry  sincerely  wish  you  the  continuance,  and  hopeing 
that  I  may  long  enjoy  our  freindly  &  Esteemed  Corre- 
spondence, I  remain  with  perfect  Truth,  &  Sincere  Re- 
gard, 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  Affectionate  &  faithfull  Humble  Servant 

W.  Johnson 
P.S.    Your  opinion  with  regard  to  ye 
propriety  of  my  applying  for  having 
the  Patent  whereon  I  live  (consisting 
of  about  50  thousand  Acres)  made  a  Mannor, 
with  Fairs  &  Markets,  &  ye  proper  Steps  in 
such  case  to  be  taken,  will  much  oblidge  me 
as  I  am  entirely  unacquainted  with  the  like 

The  Hon^ie 

Lt.  Governour  Colden 


From  Michael  Collinson 
Dear  Sir 

It  has  not  been  for  want  of  either  esteem  or  Attention 
that  I  have  thus  long  postponed  answering  your  estimable 
Favor  of  the  22nd  Octr  but  in  hopes  I  should  have  been 
able  to  have  given  You  Some  Satisfaction  respecting 
your  just  demand;  in  short  Government  is  now  so  taken 
up  with  its  own  Affairs  that  every  other  is  for  the  present 
Postponed, — there  is  a  most  dangerous  licentiousness  in 
the  common  People,  Wilkes  is  just  expell'd  the  house,  and 
circulating  the  most  inflamatory  Papers ;  and  a  new  Writ 
just  issued  for  the  County  of  Middx-  The  Spirit  of 
Anarchy  and  Mobbing  Seems  to  have  crossed  the  At- 
lantic hither;  I  was  severely  bruised  at  the  last  Brent- 
ford Election,  where  I  attended  as  the  Frd  of  a  worthy 
Gentn  Sr  W.  B.  Proctor  who  from  some  disagreeable  Cir- 
cumstances unfortunately  lost  his  Election,  and  who  is 
more  to  be  pitied  than  blamed,  for  the  Accidents  of  that 
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day  of  Death  &  Peril,  notwithstanding  the  Allegations 
of  Faction  to  the  Contrary. 

Mr  Grenville  Sir  I  know  to  be  greatly  your  Friend, 
and  thinks  it  most  base  that  the  Frds  of  Government 
should  suffer  for  their  Support  of  it,  and  notwithstanding 
his  vast  Ability  &  weight  in  the  house,  yet  Sir  he  is  un- 
luckily no  Minister  at  present;  I  have  Sir  very  warmly 
pressed  Lord  Hyde  Mr  Grenvilles  most  intimate  Frd  and 
old  schoolfellow,  with  whom  I  have  the  honour  of  some- 
times spending  a  few  days,  and  who  has  a  very  just 
Sensibility  of  your  Wrongs,  to  urge  his  Frd  upon  every 
Occasion,  and  my  Lord  will  do  it,  Sir  for  your  Sake,  and 
perhaps  for  mine,  Ld  Hilsborough  has  wrote  most  pressing 
Letters,  the  Copies  of  wch  Mr  Pownal  entrusted  to  my 
Father's  hands  and  wch  I  have  by  me  strongly  recom- 
mending your  Affair  to  your  great  People,  but  I  am  not 
in  the  least  surprised  without  Effect,  when  I  remember 
Sir  the  fortitude  with  wch  you  So  much  to  your  own 
Honour,  Supported,  whilst  they  were  bidding  defiance  to 
Government ; 

My  dear  Parent  was  seized  with  his  fatal  Illness  in 
Essex  at  the  very  time  I  had  the  honor  of  conveying  to 
You  Mr  Grenvilles  Letter,  but  did  not  know  of  the  great 
misfortune  that  awaited  me,  in  being  so  soon  to  be  de- 
prived of  the  truly  affect.  Frd  whose  tender  attention  to 
my  early  Years  and  steady  uninterrupted  Regard  since, 
claims  and  has  my  most  grateful  and  everlasting  Rever- 
ence, and  remembrance!  he  resigned  his  dear  breath  in 
his  75th  Year  after  a  Life,  I  can  truly  say,  spent  in 
Benevolence  and  Virtue, — infinitely  my  dear  Sir,  his 
Inferior  in  every  excellent  Quality,  excepting  Gratitude, 
in  that  alone  I  wish  to  be  considered  as  his  Equal,  and 
shall  with  a  peculiar  satisfaction  peruse  your  very  in- 
genious Work  and  after  consigning  it  to  the  hands  of  a 
sensible  Frd  or  two,  implicitly  obey  your  Commands, 
whatever  they  may  be,  respecting  its  future  destination 
either  as  to  return,  or  publication; 

You  will  have  the  goodness  to  excuse  this  hasty 
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Scrawl,  and  believe  me  to  be  with  great  truth,  &  Respect, 
dear  Sir 

Your  most  obliged,  humble,  &  devoted  Serv* 

Somerset  Coffee  house  Mich1  C<*™on 

Feby  6.  1769 


Earl  of  Hillsborough  to  Sir  Henry  Moore 
[Copy] 

gir  Whitehall,  13th  May  1769 

On  the  17th  of  April  I  received  &  laid  before  the  King 
your  Letters  No.  37  &  38,  on  which  I  have  only  to  observe, 
that,  as  your  former  Letter  No.  36,  in  which  you  desire 
Instructions  upon  what  conditions  the  Lands,  ceded  by 
the  Indians  at  the  Late  Treaty,  are  to  be  granted,  now 
lies  before  His  Maty  for  His  Royal  Consideration,  I  trust 
no  countenance  or  attention  either  has  been  or  will  be 
given  to  any  application  for  those  Lands,  either  upon  the 
ground  of  private  Agreements  with  the  Indians,  contrary 
to  the  declarations  of  the  Proclamation  of  1763,  &  not 
warranted  by  any  orders  from  His  Majesty,  or  upon  pre- 
tence of  Orders  from  His  Majesty  in  Council,  which  were 
issued  before  those  Lands  were  ceded,  and  can  in  no  light 
be  considered  as  giving  the  possession  of  them  a  right  to 
locate  their  Grants  upon  Lands  since  acquired  to  the 
Crown  at  a  very  large  Expence 

I  am  &c 
Sir  Henry  Moore  Bar*  Hillsborough 


Earl  of  Hillsborough  to  All  the  Governors  in  America 

[Copy] 

Copy  of  a  Circular  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Hillsborough 

to  all  the  Governors  on  the  Continent  and  Islands 
gir  dated  Whitehall  May  13th  1769. 

Inclosed  I  send  you  the  Gracious  Speech  made  by  the 
King  to  His  Parliament,  at  the  Close  of  the  Session  on 
Tuesday  last. 


THE  COLDEN  PAPERS— 1765-1775  155 

What  His  Majesty  is  pleased  to  say  in  relation  to  the 
Measures  which  have  been  pursued  in  North  America, 
will  not  escape  your  notice,  as  the  satisfaction  His 
Majesty  expresses  in  the  Approbation  His  Parliament 
has  given  to  them,  and  the  assurances  of  their  firm  sup- 
port in  the  prosecution  of  them  together  with  His  Royal 
Opinion  of  the  great  Advantages  that  will  probably  ac- 
crue from  the  concurrence  of  every  Branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature in  the  resolution  of  maintaining  a  due  execution 
of  the  Laws,  cannot  fail  to  produce  the  most  salutary 
effects. 

From  hence  it  will  be  understood  that  the  whole 
Legislature  concur  in  the  opinion  adopted  by  His 
Majesty's  Servants,  that  no  Measure  ought  to  be  taken, 
which  can  any  way  derogate  from  the  Legislative  Au- 
thority of  Great  Britain  over  the  Colonies;  but  I  can  take 
upon  me  to  assure  you,  notwithstanding  Insinuations  to 
the  contrary  from  Men  with  factious  and  seditious  views, 
that  His  Majesty's  present  Administration  have  at  no 
time  entertained  a  design  to  propose  to  Parliament  to 
lay  any  further  Taxes  upon  America  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  a  Revenue  and  that  it  is  at  present  their  intention 
to  propose  in  the  next  Session  of  Parliament  to  take  off 
the  Duties  upon  Glass  Paper  and  Colours,  upon  Consid- 
eration of  such  Duties  having  been  laid  contrary  to  the 
true  Principles  of  Commerce 

These  Sir,  have  always  been  &  still  are  the  Sentiments 
of  His  Majesty's  present  Servants,  and  the  Principles  by 
which  their  Conduct  in  respect  to  America  has  been  gov- 
erned; and  His  Majesty  relies  upon  your  prudence  & 
fidelity  for  such  an  explanation  of  His  Measures,  as  may 
tend  to  remove  the  prejudices  which  have  been  excited  by 
the  Misrepresentations  of  those  who  are  Enemies  to  the 
Peace  &  Prosperity  of  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies,  and 
to  re-establish  that  mutual  Confidence  and  Affection, 
upon  which  the  Glory  and  Safety  of  the  British  Empire 
depend. 

I  am  &c. 

Hillsborough 
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Order  of  the  King  in  Council  to  the  Governor  of  New 
Jersey  on  Paper  Currency  Bill 

At  the  Court  at  S*  James's 
the  26th  Day  of  May  1769 

PRESENT 

The  King's  most  Excellent  Majesty 

Lord  President  Earl  of  Hillsborough 

Lord  Privy  Seal  Viscount  Weymouth 

Earl  of  Rochford  Viscount  Barrington 

WHEREAS  there  was  this  Day  read  at  the  Board  a 
Report  from  a  Committee  of  the  Lords  of  his  Majesty's 
most  Honorable  Privy  Council  dated  the  8th  Instant  in 
the  words  following  (viz) 

"YOUR  Majesty  haveing  been  pleased  by  your 
"Order  in  Council  of  the  3d  Instant  to  referr  unto  this 
"Committee  a  Representation  from  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners for  Trade  and  Plantations,  setting  forth  that 
"they  have  had  under  Consideration  a  Bill  passed  by 
"the  Council  &  Assembly  of  your  Majesty's  Province 
"of  New  Jersey.  "For  makeing  Current  one  hundred 
"thousand  Pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit;"  Whereupon 
"they  humbly  beg  leave  to  represent  to  your  Majesty, 
"That  this  Bill  which  for  the  reasons  set  forth  in  the 
"Preamble,  was  passed  by  the  Council  and  Assembly 
"of  New  Jersey  for  the  purpose  of  Emitting  One  Hun- 
"dred  thousand  Pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit  upon  Loan 
"Enacts,  that  the  said  Bills  of  Credit  shall  pass  Cur- 
rent in  the  above  Province  for  the  several  sums  for 
"which  they  shall  be  struck  thereby  Importing  that 
"the  same  shall  be  received  within  this  Province  as 
"a  Legal  Tender  in  Payments  of  Money,  From  which 
"without  Instanceing  any  other  objection  it  is  obvious 
"that  the  above  Bill  in  its'  present  Form  cannot  be 
"allowed  to  pass  into  a  Law  as  being  contrary  to  an 
"Act  of  Parliament  passd  in  the  fourth  Year  of  your 
"Majesty's  Reign,  for  preventing  paper  Bills  of 
"Credit  thereafter  to  be  issued  in  any  of  your  Ma- 
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jesty's  Colonies  or  Plantations  in  America  from  being 
"declared  to  be  a  legal  Tender  in  Payments  of  Money; 
"But  as  your  Majesty's  Governor  of  New  Jersey 
"strongly  represents  the  necessity  of  an  Act  of  this 
"nature  free  from  the  objection  above  stated,  and 
"thereupon  prays  to  receive  your  Majesty's  Instruc- 
tions thereupon  before  the  next  meeting  of  the  Coun- 
"cil  and  Assembly,  at  which  time  he  expects  they 
"will  pass  such  another  Bill,  and  press  for  his  assent, 
"the  said  Lords  Commissioners  do  for  these  reasons 
"humbly  recommend  to  your  Majesty  to  signify  to 
"your  said  Governor,  in  Case  the  actual  necessity  of 
"emitting  Bills  of  Credit  upon  Loan  to  the  high 
"amount  now  proposed,  can  be  made  to  appear,  and 
"provided  care  be  taken  effectually  to  observe  the 
"restriction  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  prohibiting  such 
"Bills  to  be  deem'd  a  legal  Tender;  that  no  objection 
"occurs  why  an  Act  of  Assembly  under  proper  limita- 
tions should  not  be  allowed  to  be  passed  for  the  pur- 
poses above  mentioned;  but  as  many  regulations  may 
"be  found  necessary  when  a  measure  of  this  Conse- 
quence shall  come  under  consideration  which  cannot 
"now  be  pointed  out  and  describd,  the  said  Lords 
"Commissioners  would  humbly  propose  to  your  Ma- 
"jesty  that  your  Governor  of  New  Jersey  should  be 
"expressly  restrained  from  assenting  to  any  proposals 
"for  the  above  purposes  whereby  the  same  may  be 
"carried  into  effect,  without  referrence  to  your  Ma- 
jesty's approbation;  for  which  end  the  said  Lords 
"Commissioners  would  humbly  recommend  that  he 
"should  be  directed  either  to  transmit  them  (as  in  the 
"present  Instance)  in  the  form  of  a  Bill,  or  if  the 
"same  shall  be  passed  into  an  Act,  to  take  care  that  a 
"Clause  shall  be  inserted  therein  suspending  it's  Exe- 
cution till  your  Majesty's  pleasure  thereupon  shall 
"be  obtain'd.  The  Lords  of  the  Committee  in  obedi- 
ence to  your  Majesty's  said  Order  of  Referrence,  this 
"Day  took  the  said  Representation  and  Bill  into  Con- 
sideration, and  do  agree  humbly  to  report,  that  it 
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"may  be  adviseable  for  your  Majesty  to  disallow  the 
"said  Bill,  and  to  issue  such  directions  to  your  Gov- 
ernor of  the  Province  of  New  Jersey  as  is  above  pro- 
posed by  the  said  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade 
"and  Plantations". 

HIS  MAJESTY  taking  the  said  report  into  considera- 
tion is  pleased  with  the  advice  of  His  Privy  Council  to 
approve  thereof  and  accordingly  to  declare  His  disallow- 
ance of  the  said  Bill;  and  to  Order  as  it  is  hereby  Ordered, 
that  if  the  Council  &  Assembly  at  their  next  meeting  shall 
pass  another  Bill  to  the  same  effect  and  press  for  the 
Governor's  assent,  he  do  not  on  any  account  give  his 
assent  to  any  proposals  whereby  the  same  may  be  car- 
ried into  effect  without  Referrence  to  his  Majesty's  appro- 
bation; But  in  Case  the  Actual  necessity  of  Emitting 
Bills  of  Credit  upon  Loan  to  the  high  amount  of  £100,000 
can  be  made  to  appear,  and  provided  effectual  care  be 
taken  that  such  Bills  of  Credit  shall  not  be  deemed  a 
Legal  Tender  in  payment  of  Money,  His  Majesty  doth 
hereby  further  Order,  that  the  Governor  do  either  trans- 
mit such  proposals  as  he  may  receive  from  the  Council  & 
Assembly  for  that  purpose,  in  form  of  a  Bill  (as  in  the 
present  Instance)  or  in  Case  the  same  be  passed  into  an 
Act,  that  he  do  take  care  a  Clause  be  inserted  therein, 
suspending  the  Execution  thereof  until  his  Majesty's 
pleasure  thereupon  can  be  obtained. 

WHEREOF  the  Governor  or  Commander  in  Chief  of 
the  Province  of  New  Jersey  for  the  time  being,  and  all 
others  whom  it  may  concern,  are  to  take  notice  and 
Govern  themselves  accordingly.        Steph.  Cottrell 


Lord  Hillsborough  to  Sir  Henry  Moore 
[Copy] 

gir  Whitehall  15th  July  1769 

I  have  received  and  laid  before  the  King  your  Dis- 
patches No.  42,  43  &  44. 

The  public  Transactions  during  the  sitting  of  the 
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Assembly,  and  the  various  Regulations  which  were  the 
objects  of  Discussion  and  Deliberation  are  of  very  great 
importance,  and  will  require  the  fullest  Consideration. 

The  motions  made  by  Mr  Livingston  and  others  for 
public  Thanks  to  be  given  to  the  Merchants  in  con- 
sequence of  their  association  against  the  Importation  of 
Goods  from  Great  Britain,  and  for  concurring  in  the  vio- 
lent Resolves  of  the  former  Assembly,  and  the  Resolu- 
tions and  Declarations  made  in  Consequence  of  these 
Motions,  are  Transactions  which,  tho'  you  have  not 
thought  fit  to  point  them  out  in  your  Correspondence, 
could  not  escape  the  Kings  notice;  and  his  Majesty  feels 
the  deepest  Concern  that  his  Subjects  in  New  York 
should,  from  groundless  Jealousy  and  Apprehensions, 
adopt  Measures  &  Proceedings  that  manifest  a  Spirit  so 
adverse  to  the  real  Interest  both  of  this  Kingdom  and  its 
Colonies 

What  Steps  it  may  be  proper  to  take  in  Consequence 
of  the  Resolve  for  excluding  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  from  sitting  and  voteing  in  the  lower  House  of 
Assembly  will  require  to  be  further  Considered:  but  I 
must  not  omit  to  acquaint  you  that  his  Majesty  looks 
upon  this  as  an  innovation  of  a  very  dangerous  Nature, 
implying  a  Claim  in  the  Assembly  that  cannot  be  allowed 
without  violation  of  the  fundamental  Principles  of  the 
Constitution 

The  reasons  you  give  for  having,  contrary  to  your 
own  Opinion,  assented  to  the  Bills  for  regulating  Sales  by 
public  Vendue,  for  in  enlargeing  the  Jurisdiction  of 
County  Courts,  for  limiting  that  of  the  Supreme  Court 
and  for  Explaining  the  Election  Act,  must  remain  for 
Consideration  when  the  Laws  themselves  are  received  & 
therefore  I  can  only  say  for  the  present  that  the  Objec- 
tions you  state  yourself  to  these  Laws  are  too  strong  to 
warrant  that  approbation  of  your  Conduct  which  I  most 
sincerely  wish,  upon  all  occasions,  to  be  justified  in  ex- 
pressing to  you 

What  you  say  of  the  Distresses  of  the  Colony  for  want 
of  a  Currency  is  very  material,  and  therefore  it  would 
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have  been  a  great  satisfaction  to  me  to  have  been  enabled 
to  have  sent  you,  by  this  Conveyance,  such  Instructions 
as  his  Majesty  might  have  thought  proper  to  have  given 
respecting  the  Bill  for  emitting  £120,000  in  Paper  Bills 
of  Credit,  proposed  in  the  last  Assembly,  and  to  which 
you  very  properly  refused  your  Assent  untill  his  Majesty's 
Permission  could  be  obtained,  but  your  not  having  trans- 
mitted the  Bill  itself  puts  this  out  of  my  power  and  must 
necessarly  create  a  delay  that  I  am  extreamly  con- 
cernd  at. 

As  to  the  other  Bill  for  confirming  Estates  claimed  by 
aliens  to  which  you  refused  your  assent,  it  will  be  proper 
that  it  should  be  submitted  to  the  Consideration  of  his 
Majesty  at  the  Council  Board,  and  I  shall  loose  no  Time 
in  taking  the  necessary  steps  for  that  purpose 

Just  as  this  Letter  was  finished  a  Mail  arrived  from 
N.Y.  by  which  I  had  the  satisfaction  to  receive  your 
Dispatches  No.  45,  46,  47  and  48,  and  have  laid  them 
before  the  King,  but  have  nothing  in  Command  from  his 
Majesty  to  signify  to  you  thereupon 

The  Acts  mentioned  in  your  letter  No.  45  to  be  trans- 
mitted by  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  have  not  yet  been 
received  at  my  office    I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c 
*■-         -         „  Hillsborough 

Sir  Henry  Moore  Bar1 


Order  in  Council  for  the   Governor  of  New   York  to 
Administer  the  Oath  of  Office  to  John  Penn 

AT  THE  COURT  AT  ST  JAMES'S  the  15th  day  of 
September  1769. 

[seal] 

Present 

The  Kings  most  Excellent  Majesty 
Duke  of  Marlborough       Richard  Rigby  Esquire 
Viscount  Weymouth  Sir  Edward  Hawke 

Viscount  Barrington  George  Onslow  Esquire 
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WHEREAS  His  Majesty  hath  been  this  day  pleased  to 
approve  of  John  Penn  Esquire,  to  be  Deputy  Governor  of 
the  province  of  Pensilvania,  for  and  during  the  Term  of 
three  years  to  Commence  from  the  first  day  of  December 
next,  and  of  the  three  Counties  of  Newcastle,  Kent  and 
Sussex  on  Delaware  in  America,  during  His  Majesty's 
Pleasure  only; — And  whereas  the  said  John  Penn  is  at 
this  time  in  the  said  province  of  Pensilvania; — His  Ma- 
jesty is  therefore  hereby  Pleased  to  Order,  that  the  Gov- 
ernor or  Commander  in  Chief  of  His  Majesty's  Province 
of  New  York  for  the  time  being,  or  any  other  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's Governors  in  the  Neighbouring  Provinces,  do  Ad- 
minister the  Oaths  required  by  Law  to  be  taken  by  the 
said  John  Penn,  upon  this  Occasion,  and  the  usual  Oath 
of  Office  and  likewise  do  take,  in  His  Majesty's  Name, 
sufficient  Security  in  the  Penalty  of  Two  thousand 
Pounds  Sterling,  for  his  the  said  John  Penn's  observing 
the  several  Acts  of  Trade  and  Navigation  and  Obeying 
such  Instructions  relating  thereto,  as  shall  be  from  time 
to  time  sent  to  him  from  His  Majesty,  or  any  Acting 
under  His  Majesty's  Authority,  and  transmit  the  same  to 
the  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations,  to 
be  laid  before  His  Majesty  at  this  Board. 

Steph:  Cottrell 


From  Richard  Peters 

To  the  Honourable  Cadwallader  Colden  Esqr — Lieuten- 
ant Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Prov- 
ince of  New  York  in  America  &c  &c — 
May  it  please  your  Honor — 
The  Corporation  for  the  relief  of  the  Widows  and  Chil- 
ren  of  Clergy-Men,  in  the  Communion  of  the  Church 
of  England  in  America,  being  convened  in  this  City,  most 
readily  embrace  this  early  opportunity  of  returning  your 
Honor,  our  most  sincere  Thanks  for  having  favored  us, 
upon  the  first  Application,  with  a  Royal  Charter;  impow- 
ering  us  to  carry  on  the  laudable  Design  of  this  Corpora- 
tion 
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This  recent  instance  of  your  favorable  Disposition, 
affords  us  the  pleasing  hopes  of  experiencing  further  Pro- 
tection, and  Patronage,  from  your  Honor;  which,  will 
ever  be  most  gratefully  and  Thankfully  acknowledged. 

Richard  Peters 
By  Order  of  the  Corporation  President 

Philadelphia  October  the  10th  1769 


From  Lord  Hillsborough 

qv  Whitehall  November  4th  1769 

Your  letter  of  the  13th  of  September,  containing  an 
account  of  the  death  of  Sir  Henry  Moore,  was  received 
on  the  16th  of  October,  and  immediately  laid  before  the 
King. 

It  will  be  a  great  satisfaction  to  me  to  hear,  that  the 
state  of  the  Colony  is  such  as  to  justify  the  expectation 
you  have  of  being  able  to  preserve  the  public  Peace  and 
Tranquillity,  and  that  your  administration  would  be 
made  easy  to  you. 

It  is  as  much  my  Inclination  as  my  duty  to  promote 
these  salutary  ends,  and  you  may  rest  assured  that  you 
will  never  want  every  support  and  protection  in  my 
power  to  give  you. 

The  only  matter  of  any  moment  relative  to  the  Colony 
of  New  York,  which  seems  to  require  immediate  Consid- 
eration, is  the  Bill  for  emitting  £120,000  in  paper  Bills 
of  Credit,  prepared  in  the  last  Session  of  Assembly,  but 
which  was  not  transmitted  by  Sir  Henry  Moore  'till  a  few 
days  before  he  died. 

I  lost  no  time  after  it  came  to  my  hands  in  receiving 
the  King's  Commands  to  transmit  it  to  the  Board  of 
Trade,  which  will  be  re-assembled  in  a  few  days  after  the 
usual  Recess,  and  where  I  doubt  not  that  it  will  meet 
with  all  the  dispatch  the  Importance  of  it  demands. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

Lieu*  Governor  Colden  HILLSBOROUGH 
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From  Earl  of  Lisburne 
Sir 

Understanding,  that  the  Survey  of  my  Brother 
Colonel  Vaughan's  Lands  situate  on  the  Mohock  River 
has  by  some  Accident  been  mislaid,  which  has  retarded 
the  Passing  the  Patent,  I  beg  the  Favour  of  you  to  make 
Inquiry  concerning  it,  &  order  a  new  Copy  of  the  Survey 
to  be  taken,  in  order  that  the  Patent  may  be  dispatched 
with*  further  delay,  as  I  am  informed,  the  Want  of  the 
Survey  is  the  only  Circumstance,  that  prevents  compleat- 
ing  the  Business.  Mr  Cuyler  at  Albany  is  commissioned 
to  pay  the  Fees,  &  settle  every  Thing  on  the  Part  of 
Col:  Vaughan. 

You  will  please  to  favour  me  with  your  Answer  that  I 
may  know  the  exact  State  in  which  the  Matter  stands,  & 
I  depend  on  your  doing  within  your  Province,  all  that 
is  necessary  to  compleat  the  Grant. 

I  am  Sir 

Your  most  obedient  Humble  Ser* 

Lisburne 
Plantation  Office  Decr  4,  1769 


Instructions  concerning  Land  Grants 

ADDITIONAL    Instruction    to    Our 

Trusty   and   welbeloved   Cadwallader 

Colden  Esqr  Our  Lieutenant  Governor 

&  Commander  in  Chief  of  Our  Prov- 

GEORGE  R.    ince  of  New  York  and  the  Territories 

(L.  S.)  depending  thereon  in  America,  Given 

at  Our  Court,  at  S1  James's  the  fourth 

day  of  December  1769,  in  the  Tenth 

year  of  Our  Reign. 

WHEREAS  sundry  Persons  Proprietors  under  Titles 

derived  from  the  Crown  of  France,  when  that  Crown  was 

in  Possession  of  Canada  of  Lands  on  that  part  of  Lake 
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Champlain,  now  lying  within  our  Province  of  New  York, 
have  numbly  represented  unto  Us  that  several  parts  of 
the  said  Lands,  so  claimed,  have  already  been  granted 
to  other  Persons  by  Letters  Patent  under  the  Seal  of  our 
said  Province  of  New  York,  and  have  therefore  humbly 
prayed  that  a  proceeding  so  prejudicial  to  their  Rights 
and  pretensions  may  receive  Our  Royal  Disapprobation; 
— And  Whereas  it  appears  both  just  and  equitable  that 
the  Claims  of  Persons  under  such  Titles  as  aforesaid, 
should  not  be  affected  without  the  fullest  Examination 
thereof,  It  is  therefore  Our  Will  and  pleasure  and  you 
are  hereby  directed  and  required,  in  no  Case  to  make  any 
Grants  of  Lands  so  Claimed  as  aforesaid  upon  Lake 
Champlain  to  the  Northward  of  Crown  Point  within  our 
Province  of  New  York  until  the  Petitions  and  proposals 
for  grants  of  any  part  or  parts  of  such  Lands  shall  have 
been  transmitted  to  one  of  Our  Principal  Secretaries  of 
State  in  Order  to  be  laid  before  Us,  and  untill  Our  ap- 
probation thereof  shall  have  been  signified  to  you  Our 
said  Lieutenant  Governor,  or  to  the  Commander  in  Chief 
of  Our  said  Province  for  the  time  being. 

G.  R. 


Cadwallader  Colden  to  Sir  William  Johnson 

New  York  Jan^  28th  1770 
Dear  Sir 

I  must  beg  your  excuse  that  I  have  been  so  long  in  an- 
swering yours  of  the  5th  of  this  month.  The  Assembly 
sitting  unavoidably  employed  my  thoughts  &  the  at- 
tempts made  by  a  disappointed  faction  to  excite  riots  in 
order  to  disturb  the  Government  required  a  serious  at- 
tention. But  this  session  being  now  at  an  end  much  to 
my  Satisfaction  &  of  all  my  friends  I  shall  apply  my 
thoughts  to  the  subject  matter  of  your  letter.  The  case 
of  Claverack  deserves  attention  &  I  think  it  may  be 
proper  to  advise  with  the  Council  on  it  by  laying  before 
them  a  Petition  I  have  received  from  Kinderhook  on  that 
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subject.  The  Council  were  so  much  engaged  in  their 
Legislative  capacity  I  knew  it  would  be  disagreeable  to 
them  to  have  any  other  business  laid  before  them  which 
could  be  delayed 

The  Assembly  passed  a  Militia  Bill  to  which  I  could 
not  give  my  assent  without  breach  of  a  late  Instruction 
to  Sir  H  Moore  which  requires  that  all  acts  for  regulating 
the  Militia  be  at  least  of  five  years  continuance  &  have  a 
clause  restraining  its  takeing  effect  till  it  shall  have  his 
Majesty's  approbation.  As  I  do  not  expect  that  the  as- 
sembly will  comply  with  this  Instruction  &  now  no  act 
for  regulating  the  militia  exists  it  may  deserve  your  con- 
sideration how  far  you  think  any  orders  regarding  the 
militia  will  be  obeyed  &  I  think  it  imprudent  to  issue 
orders  which  cannot  be  enforced  &  may  be  despised.  I 
shall  be  glad  to  receive  your  thoughts  on  this  head  before 
I  issue  the  orders  you  desire 

However  I  shall  give  directions  to  Mr  Banyar  to  make 
out  the  Commissions  you  desire 

Col.  Schuyler  has  not  thought  proper  to  make  me  the 
usual  complement  of  coming  to  the  Fort  for  what  reason 
I  know  not.  I  do  not  so  much  as  know  him  by  sight. 
Notwithstanding  of  this  we  were  surprised  by  his  being 
the  first  person  who  moved  to  give  me  the  same  Sallary 
Sir  Henry  Moore  had 

An  Act  is  passed  appointing  Comrs  to  concert  a  plan 
with  the  neighbouring  colonies  for  Indian  affairs  Now  I 
think  I  have  mentioned  every  thing  you  may  be  desirous 
to  know 

I  am  very  affectionately 
Sir 
Your  most  obedient  &  humble  Servant 

Cadwallader  Colden 

Honourable 

Sir  Wm  Johnson  Bar* 
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Order  in  Council  Forbidding  the  Money  Bill 

[Seal] 

AT  THE  COURT  AT  ST  JAMES'S  the  9th  Day  of 
February  1770 

PRESENT 

The  Kings  most  Excellent  Majesty 

Lord  President  Earl  of  Ilchester 

Lord  Privy  Seal  Earl  of  Hillsborough 

Duke  of  Ancaster  Viscount  Falmouth 

Lord  Steward  Viscount  Barrington 

Lord  Chamberlain  Lord  Berkeley  of  Stratton 

Earl  of  Denbigh  Lord  Edgcumbe 

Earl  of  Shaftesbury  Lord  Sandys 
Earl  of  Litchfield 

WHEREAS  the  House  of  General  Assembly  of  the  Col- 
ony of  New  York,  did  sometime  since  by  their  Agent, 
humbly  pray  His  Majesty  to  Direct  the  Governor  of 
New  York,  to  pass  into  a  Law,  a  Bill  passed  by  the  House 
of  Assembly,  and  Council  of  that  Colony  in  their  Session 
in  April  1769,  Entituled, 

"AN  ACT  for  emitting  the  Sum  of  One  Hundred 
"and  twenty  thousand  pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit,  to 
"be  put  out  on  loan,  and  to  appropriate  the  Interest 
"arising  thereon  to  the  payment  of  the  Debts  of  this 
"Colony  and  to  such  public  Exigences  as  the  Cir- 
cumstances of  this  Colony  may  from  Time  to  Time 
"render  Necessary." 
HIS  MAJESTY  this  Day  took  the  said  Bill  into  Con- 
sideration, and  having  received  the  opinion  of  the  Lords 
Commissioners  for  Trade  and  plantations,  and  also  of  a 
Committee  of  the  Lords  of  His  Majestys  most  honourable 
privy  Council  thereupon,  is  pleased  with  the  advice  of 
His  Privy  Council,  to  Declare  his  disapprobation  of  the 
said  Bill,  and  doth  hereby  forbid  the  Governor  to  give 
his  assent  for  the  same  to  be  passed  into  a  Law. 

Steph.  Cottrell 
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From  John  Penn 

Philadelphia  the  5th  of  March  1770 
Sir, 

I  have  had  the  Honour  to  receive  your  Letter  in- 
closing a  Copy  of  the  Law  passed  in  New  York  appoint- 
ing Commissioners  to  fix  on  a  Plan  for  the  Regulation  of 
the  Indian  Trade,  And  as  I  fully  concur  with  you  in 
Opinion  as  to  the  Utility  of  such  a  Measure,  if  adopted 
by  all  the  Colonies  concerned,  I  immediately  recom- 
mended to  my  Assembly  to  frame  a  similar  Law,  which 
they  have  complied  with ;  and  I  now  inclose  you  a  Copy 
of  it. 

I  have  wrote  to  the  Governors  of  Virginia  and  Mary- 
land on  this  Subject,  and  requested  them  to  recommend 
it  to  their  respective  Assemblies  to  co-operate  with  the 
other  Colonies  in  promoting  the  same  Plan  for  regulating 
the  Indian  Trade:  and  I  hope  those  Governments  will 
not  hesitate  to  unite  their  Endeavours  with  Ours  to  ef- 
fect so  useful  a  Design. 

I  am  with  great  Regard 
Sir 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

John  Penn 

The  Honourable  Cadwallader  Colden,  Esquire. 


AN  ACT  for  appointing  Commissioners  to  meet 
with  Commissioners  who  are  or  may  be  appointed 
by  the  Legislatures  of  the  Neighbouring  Colonies, 
to  form  and  agree  on  a  general  Plan  for  the  Regu- 
lation of  the  Indian  Trade. 
WHEREAS  His  Majesty  has  been  graciously  pleased 
to  direct  that  the  Regulations  of  the  Indian  Trade  for  the 
future  shall  be  committed  to  the  Care  and  Management 
of  the  Colonies;  AND  WHEREAS  it  is  conceived  that 
the  good  Purposes  thereby  intended  cannot  be  fully  an- 
swered without  the  Co-operation  of  the  several  Legisla- 
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tures  of  the  Neighbouring  Colonies  concerned  therein; 
for  obtaining  whereof,  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Honorable 
John  Penn,  Esquire,  Lieutenant  Governor  under  the 
Honorable  Thomas  Penn  and  Richard  Penn,  Esquires, 
true  and  absolute  Proprietaries  of  the  Province  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  Counties  of  New  Castle,  Kent  and  Sussex 
upon  Delaware,  by  and  with  the  Advice  and  Consent  of 
the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  said  Province 
in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the  Authority  of  the 
same,  that  Joseph  Galloway,  John  Ross,  William  Rod- 
man, John  Morton,  William  Logan  and  William  West, 
Esquires  or  any  three  of  them,  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
appointed  Commissioners  on  the  Part  of  the  Province 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  fully  authorized  and  impowered  to 
meet  and  confer  with  such  Commissioners  as  are  or  shall 
be  appointed  by  the  several  Legislatures  of  the  Colonies 
of  Quebec,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
and  the  three  lower  Counties  on  Delaware,  to  agree  on  a 
General  Plan  for  the  Regulation  of  the  Indian  Trade. 

And  be  it  further  Enacted,  by  the  Authority  afore- 
said, that  the  said  Commissioners  for  the  Province  of 
Pennsylvania,  or  such  of  them  as  shall  meet  the  Com- 
missioners appointed  or  to  be  appointed  for  the  said 
Neighbouring  Colonies,  shall,  with  all  convenient  speed, 
after  such  Meeting,  or  Meetings,  make  full  and  perfect 
Report  or  Reports  of  such  Regulations  or  Plan  as  they 
shall  agree  upon  in  Conjunction  with  such  other  Com- 
missioners as  are  or  may  be  appointed  by  the  Legisla- 
tures of  the  said  Neighbouring  Colonies,  to  the  Governor 
and  Assembly  of  this  province  for  the  Time  being,  in 
order  that  a  proper  Law  or  Laws  may  be  passed  if  the 
said  Report  or  Reports  shall  be  by  them  approved. 

And  be  it  further  Enacted  by  the  Authority  afore- 
said that  Provision  shall  be  made  for  paying  the  reason- 
able Expences  which  shall  accrue  on  the  Part  of  this 
Province  in  performance  of  the  Service  aforesaid  when 
the  Amount  thereof  shall  be  known  by  some  future  Act 
or  Acts  of  General  Assembly  to  be  passed  for  that  Pur- 
pose 
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Provincial  Secretary's  Office,  Philadelphia  6th  March 
1770.  The  above  is  a  true  Copy  of  the  Original  Act  of 
Assembly  passed  by  The  Governor  the  twenty  fourth 
Day  of  February  last.    Examined  by  me 

Joseph  Shippen  Jr 
Secretary 


From  Guy  Carleton 

Quebec  29th  March  1770 
Sir 

I  am  to  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  your  obliging 
Letter  of  19th  February,  together  with  the  Packet  for- 
warded from  the  Secretary  of  State's  Office ;  the  last  Post 
carried  my  answer  to  your  former  one  of  the  6th  Febru- 
ary 

His  Majesty  having  been  most  Graciously  pleased  to 
permit  me  to  go  Home  for  a  few  Months,  I  shall  prob- 
ably set  out  pretty  early  in  the  Summer,  and  should  be 
Happy  if  it  was  in  my  Power  to  be  of  any  Service  to  you 
there — 

I  am  with  great  Regard 

Sir 
Your  most  obedient  and  Most  humble  Servant 

Guy  Carleton 

Honorable  Cadwallader  Colden  Esq1* 
L*  Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief 
of  the  Province  of  New  York 


From  Sir  William  Johnson 

Johnson  Hall  May  5th  1770 
Dear  Sir 

I  have  received  your  verry  kind  favour  of  ye  22d  Ulto. 
with  the  letters  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  one  of  which 
was  only  a  Duplicate,  &  the  other  contained  the  Kings 
Speech  &ca  with  verry  little  else  of  moment,  I  can  most 
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readily  Excuse  my  worthy  &  most  esteemed  Freinds  not 
writing  so  often  as  formerly,  well  knowing  that  it  does 
not  arise  from  disinclination,  but  from  business  and  other 
Circumstances  which  we  all  must  experience  at  a  Certain 
time  of  Life.  Our  Freind  Banyar  has  been  so  kind  as  to 
supply  that  by  writing  me  verry  punctually  &  fully  on 
such  Subjects  as  you  have  thought  proper,  as  I  have  done 
to  him,  however  I  cannot  but  particularly  thank  you  for 
your  kind  attention  to  my  Recommendations  of  Magis- 
trates &ca  and  I  hope  they  will  be  found  worthy.  Mr 
Banyar  has  given  me  an  Account  of  Mr  Renslears  Men- 
acing letter,  on  which  I  have  answered  him,  and  referr 
you  thereto,  The  stile  is  pritty  extraordinary,  I  am  sure 
it  is  not  his  own,  nor  would  he  have  so  expressed  himself 
but  from  hopes  his  party  may  have  from  Lord  Dunmores 
Countenance,  which,  if  proper  measures  are  taken,  they 
will  never  have.  The  great  objection  to  his  Regiment  is 
from  the  manifest  Tendency  of  its  Bounds  as  expressed 
in  the  Commission.  Tho  the  People  complain  both  of 
the  Officers  &  the  Manner  in  which  they  were  appointed, 
otherwise  Indeed  it  might  have  been  Sufficient  to  alter 
the  Boundary  without  removing  all  the  officers,  however 
he  now  deserves  little  favour.  I  fancy  it  will  not  be  an 
easy  task  to  procure  an  Union  of  Sentiments  between 
the  Quebec  &  N  York  Commissioners.  Their  Interests 
differ  greatly  and  consequently  it  may  be  apprehended 
they  will  do  verry  little. 

In  all  probability  the  Government  will  soon  allow  the 
Act  for  Emitting  Bills.  They  ought  always  to  acknowl- 
edge your  Services,  &  the  firmness  you  shewed  in  most 
alarming  Periods.  If  the  Crown  Expects  more  Its  Serv- 
ants must  be  better  Supported.  The  Spirit  of  Party,  & 
Confusion  of  the  Times  are  disagreable  Prospects  to  a 
Wise  Man,  Some  Vigorous  Effort  only  will  overcome 
them,  but  the  point  is  delicate,  &  those  who  create  these 
Disorders  well  know,  how  tender  it  is  to  apply  the  proper 
Remedy. 

I  shall  now  &  then  write  my  Dear  Freind,  when  I 
think  him  most  disengaged  without  desireing  a  Return 
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but  when  it  is  quite  convenient.  I  sincerely  wish  you  a 
Continuance  of  Health  &  Happiness,  and  shall  always 
think  myself  happy  If  I  can  promote  your  Interest  and 
contribute  to  your  Satisfaction,  being  with  the  most  Cor- 
dial regard,  &  Affection,  Dear  Sir 
Your  Most  Sincere  Freind  &  oblidged  Humble  Servant 

W.  Johnson 

The  Honourable 

L1  Governour  Golden 


From  Elizabeth  De  Lancey 

Saturday  evening  [November,  1770] 
Dear  Sir 

My  Son  Oliver  goes  over  to  wait  on  you  before  he  Sails 
for  England  and  also  to  request  your  letting  him  have 
£200  on  bond,  I  mention'd  in  my  last  to  my  Bror  that  I 
would  be  his  Security,  but  I  have  since  consider'd  that 
his  own  bond  I  believe  will  be  quite  sufficient,  and  I 
imagine  you  will  think  so,  as  all  his  fortune  will  be  in  my 
hands,  and  I  must  beg  Sir  that  when  I  receive  his  share 
of  mony  you  will  allow  me  to  take  the  bond  up  &  pay  you. 
As  you  will  be  better  able  Sir  to  give  me  your  advice 
by  having  the  Will  to  read  over  again  I  now  inclose  a 
Copy,  if  you  have  not  time  to  attend  to  it  tomorrow,  so 
as  to  return  it  by  Oliver,  please  to  send  it  by  the  next  safe 
conveyance. 

Aley  Willett  went  this  afternoon  to  her  Couzins  she 
began  to  complain  of  a  pain  in  her  left  shoulder,  but  I 
hear  is  cheerfull  this  evening,  Oliver  must  go  so  early  in 
the  morning  that  I  shall  not  have  time  to  ad  how  she  is 
in  the  morning.    I  am  Dear  Sir 

Your  most  affee* 
&  dutyfull  Daughter 
Eliz:  De  Lancey 

[Endorsed] 

To  the  honbl  Lieutenant  Governor  Golden 
Springhill 
Long  Hand 
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James  Duane  to  Cadwallader  Colden 

Honourd  Sir 

Since  I  sent  you  a  Note  I  have  had  an  application  for 
a  Copy  of  my  two  Arguments,  which  my  Lord  Dunmore 
intends  to  send  home  with  the  rest  of  the  papers  next 
Sunday.    It  will  be  necessary  immediately  to  take  some 
Resolution  on  our  part,  for  which  purpose  I  suppose  it 
will  be  proper  that  my  friend  David  should  come  to  Toun 
as  soon  as  you  have  formed  your  own  Sentiments;  that 
we  may  have  a  Conference  &  Act  with  the  Caution  which 
a  Cause  of  such  moment  requires. 
With  the  greatest  Respect, 
I  am  hond  Sir 
Your  most  Obedient  most  hum1  Serv1 
Jas  Duane 

New  York  6  June  1771. 

Lieu1  Governour  Colden 


From  John  Murray  Dunmore  to  William  Smith 

Ld  Dunmores  Comps  to  Mr  Smith  &  has  sent  him  the 
Bill  and  would  be  obliged  to  Mr  Smith  if  he  would  send 
him  the  lists  of  Land  Granted  by  Mr  Colden,  if  he  has 
done  with  Them. 

Sunday  Morning. 
[Indorsed] 
Ld  Dunmore's  Card  Decr  30,  1770 
To 

The  Honble  Wm  Smith  Esq 


An  Order  for  William  Cockburn  from  Alexander  Colden 

To  William  Cockburn  Deputy  Surveyor 

In  Obedience  to  His  Excellencys  Warrant  bearing 
Date  the  seventh  Day  of  this  present  Month  of  August 
to  me  directed  you  are  hereby  impowerd  and  required  to 
Survey  for  "John  Watts  late  a  Serjant  and  Michael  Wells 
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• 

"late  a  Private  Soldier  the  quantity  of  two  hundred  and 

"fifty  Acres  of  a  Tract  of  Land  on  the  North  End  of  a 

"Lake  which  is  about  two  miles  South  west  from  the 

"Northwest  Corner  of  Socialborough."    And  of  what  you 

shall  have  done  herein  you  are  to  make  return  to  me 

within  three  months  at  farthest  from  the  Date  hereof, 

together  with  a  Map  of  yr  Survey  laying  down  thereon 

all  lines  you  Shall  have  run  &  A  true  Copy  of  your  field 

book  .  ■  .     __ 

Given  under  my  hand  at  my  omce  m  New 

York  August  twenty  Ninth,  1771 

Alexr  Colden  Surveyr  Genl 


Lord  Dunmore's  Petition   to   Governor   Try  on   that 

Cadwallader  C olden  Account  for  His  Use  of 

All  the  Governor's  Perquisites 

[1771?] 

To  his  Excellency  William  Tryon  Esqr. 

Capt.  General  and  Governor  in  Chief 

in  and  over  the  Province  of  New  York 

&  the  Territories  depending  thereon  in 

America  Chancellor  and  Vice  Admiral 

of  the  Same 

Sheweth  unto  your  Excellency  your  Orator  The  Right 

Honorable  John  Earl  of  Dunmore  That  on  or  about  the 

second  Day  of  January  which  was  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 

one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  your  Orator 

received  his  Majesty's  Commission  by  His  Letters  Patent 

under  the  Great  Seal  of  Great  Britain  bearing  Date  the 

said  second  Day  of  January  Seventeen  hundred  and 

seventy  appointing  him  Captain  General  and  Governor 

in  Chief  in  and  over  this  Province  of  New  York  and  the 

Territories  depending  thereon  in  America  and  Chancellor 

and  Vice  Admiral  of  the  same  Whereby  your  Orator  be- 

cam[e]  entitled  to  all  the  Perquisites  and  Emoluments  of 

Right  belonging  or  appertaining  to  the  said  Office  of 

Governor  in  Chief  of  the  said  Province  to  receive  the 
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same  to  his  own  Use  But  your  Orator  sheweth  that  on 
or  about  the  16th  Day  of  July  in  the  same  year  seventeen 
hundred  and  seventy  Your  Orator  received  the  following 
Letter  from  the  Right  Honorable  the  Earl  of  Hillsbor- 
ough then  one  of  his  Majesty's  principal  Secretaries  of 
State  in  the  Words  and  Figures  or  to  the  Effect  following 
that  ^s  to  say — I  have  the  Satisfaction  to  acquaint  your 
Lordship  that  his  Majesty  hath  been  graciously  pleased 
to  direct  by  a  Warrant  upon  his  Commissioners  of  the 
Customs  in  America  that  a  Salary  of  £2000  Pounds  Per 
Annum  should  be  paid  to  your  Lordship  from  the  Date 
of  your  Commission  out  of  the  Revenue  arising  in 
America  by  the  Duty  upon  Tea  and  I  am  to  signify  to 
your  Lordship  his  Majesty's  Commands  are  that  you  do 
not  accept  any  Salary  or  any  Gift  or  Allowance  what- 
soever from  the  Assembly  of  New  York  the  inclosed  copy 
of  Declaration  made  by  King  William  at  the  Treasury 
Board  1698  will  inform  your  Lordship  of  the  Regulation 
established  in  respect  to  the  Emoluments  of  the  Gov- 
ernments in  America  in  Case  of  a  Devolution  of  Govern- 
ment by  the  Death  or  absence  of  the  Chief  Governor  and 
it  is  his  Majesty's  Pleasure  that  the  Moiety  of  the  Per- 
quisites and  Emoluments  of  the  government  of  New 
York,  be  accounted  for  and  paid  to  your  Lordship  from 
the  Date  of  your  commission  to  the  Time  of  your  arrival 
and  your  Orator  sheweth  that  the  Copy  of  the  Declara- 
tion referred  to  in  the  above  mentioned  Letter  is  in  the 
Words  or  to  the  Effect  following  that  is  to  say 

Whereas  his  Majesty  hath  thought  fit  for  the  better 
Support  of  the  Government  in  the  several  Plantations  a 
sufficient  Allowance  to  be  set  apart  for  such  as  shall  be 
Lieutenant  Governor  or  Commander  in  Chief  residing 
there  for  the  Time  being  upon  the  Death  or  during  the 
absence  of  a  governor  in  Chief  in  Order  whereunto  His 
Majesty  is  pleased  to  direct  that  one  full  Moiety  of  the 
Salary  and  of  all  Perquisites  and  Emoluments  whatsoever 
which  would  otherwise  become  due  or  are  allotted  unto 
the  said  governor  in  chief  be  paid  and  satisfied  unto  such 
Lieutenant  Governor  or  Commander  in  Chief  who  shall 
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be  so  resident  upon  the  Place  for  his  better  Maintenance 
and  Support  of  the  Dignity  of  the  Government.  His 
Majesty  is  further  pleased  to  declare  and  appoint  that 
the  said  half  Salary  shall  not  upon  any  Account  what- 
soever be  diverted  for  the  future  from  such  Lieutenant 
Governor  or  Commander  in  Chief  and  that  the  Governor 
in  Chief  appointed  or  to  be  appointed  for  any  of  his 
Majesty's  Plantations  do  not  pretend  to  receive  or  take 
to  himself  upon  any  Account  whatsoever  any  part  of  the 
said  Half  Salary  Perquisites  or  Emoluments  due  or  ac- 
cruing to  the  said  Lieutenant  Governor  or .  Commander 
in  Chief  during  the  absence  of  such  Governor  in  Chief 
or  untill  his  Arrival  upon  the  Place  his  Majesty  Likewise 
reserving  to  himself  the  Disposal  of  the  other  Moiety  of 
the  said  Salary  from  the  Date  of  the  Commission  of  such 
Governor  in  Chief  untill  his  actual  Arrival  within  the 
Government  and  time  of  an  Entry  is  to  be  made  in  the 
Books  of  the  Treasury,  and  in  other  Offices  where  it  may 
Appertain  And  your  Orator  sheweth  that  a  Copy  of  the 
aforesaid  Declaration  of  his  late  Majesty  King  William 
for  the  Support  of  the  Government  in  the  several  Planta- 
tions in  America  hath  been  always  sent  to  the  Governors 
in  Chief  from  that  time  together  with  their  Particular 
Instructions  and  in  particular  to  Sir  Henry  Moore 
Baronet  who  was  Governor  in  Chief  of  this  Province  next 
before  the  aforesaid  Grant  thereof  to  your  Orator  by  all 
which  it  Appears  that  the  Lieutenant  Governor  had  no 
Right  to  Demand  or  Claim  more  in  his  own  Right  than 
one  Moiety  or  half  Part  of  the  said  Perquisites  and 
Emoluments  and  of  which  the  Honorable  Cadwallader 
Colden  here  in  after  named  as  a  Def*  hereto  when  he 
took  upon  himself  the  office  of  Lieutenant  Governor  of 
this  Province  upon  the  Death  of  the  said  Sir  Henry 
Moore  had  notice  or  was  well  inform' d  thereof  And  your 
Orator  sheweth  that  since  the  Declaration  aforesaid  of 
his  said  Majesty  King  William  and  for  some  Years  last 
past  the  Method  of  appointing  Salary's  to  the  Chief  Gov- 
ernor and  on  the  Death  or  Absence  to  the  Lieutenant 
hath  been  by  Appointment  in  several  Acts  of  Assembly 
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of  this  Province  particularly  directing  the  Payment 
thereof  to  the  Chief  Governor  or  Lieutenant  Governor  of 
the  Province  and  therefore  your  Orator  doth  not  claim 
any  Part  of  the  Salary  allotted  or  appointed  to  be  paid 
to  the  Lieutenant  Governor  by  any  of  the  said  Acts  of 
Assembly  and  his  Majesty  having  signified  his  Pleasure 
to  your  Orator  as  aforesaid  that  your  Orator  should  re- 
ceive only  one  Moiety  of  the  Perquisites  and  Emoluments 
of  the  said  Government  from  the  Date  of  your  Orator's 
aforesaid  Commission  to  the  Time  of  your  Orators  Ar- 
rival in  this  Province  your  Orator  therefore  hath  de- 
manded and  now  doth  demand  as  Right  to  him  belonging 
one  Moiety  only  of  the  Perquisites  and  Emoluments  of 
the  said  Government  to  be  accounted  for  and  paid  to 
him  from  the  Date  of  his  aforesaid  Commission  to  the 
Time  of  his  Arrival  in  this  Province  And  your  Orator 
sheweth  that  he  arrived  in  this  Province  on  or  about  the 
18th  Day  of  October  in  the  said  year  1770  when  your 
Orator  took  upon  himself  the  Sole  Government  of  the 
Province  and  continued  in  that  Office  untill  he  was  re- 
moved therefrom  by  his  Majesty's  Command  and  ap- 
pointed Governor  of  his  Majesty  Province  of  Virginia 
and  your  Orator  sheweth  that  at  the  Time  of  the  Date 
of  your  Orators  said  Commission  to  take  upon  him  the 
Government  of  this  Province  and  for  some  years  .before 
the  said  Cadwallader  Colden  had  been  appointed  his 
Majesty's  Lieutenant  Governor  of  this  Province  and 
upon  the  Death  of  the  said  Henry  Moore  the  Chief  Gov- 
ernor of  this  Province  next  before  your  Orator's  Appoint- 
ment thereto  the  said  Cadwallader  Colden  took  upon 
himself  the  said  Government  and  acted  therein  as  Lieu- 
tenant Governor  from  such  the  Time  of  the  Death  of  the 
said  Sir  Henry  Moore  and  in  particular  from  the  Time 
of  the  Date  of  your  Orator's  said  Commission  to  the  Time 
of  your  Orator's  Arrival  in  this  Province  and  your  Orator 
sheweth  that  during  the  Interval  between  the  Time  of 
the  Date  of  your  Orator's  said  Commission  and  the  time 
of  his  Arrival  in  this  Province  the  said  Cadwallader 
Colden  received  and  took  to  his  own  use  divers  Perquis- 
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ites  and  Emoluments  belonging  to  the  Governor  of  this 
Province  one  Moiety  of  which  he  ought  to  pay  and  ac- 
count for  to  your  Orator  and  your  Orator  chargeth  that 
the  said  Cadwallader  Colden  during  the  Interval  afored 
took  Securities  to  himself  for  the  Payment  of  Parts  of 
the  said  Perquisites  and  Emoluments  and  with  Part  of 
the  Monies  which  he  received  from  the  said  Perquisites 
and  Emoluments  he  purchased  divers  large  Tracts  of 
Land  in  the  Name  of  himself  or  others  and  in  Lieu  of 
other  Parts  of  the  said  Perquisites  and  Emoluments  ac- 
cruing in  the  Interval  aforesaid  he  hath  taken  in  the 
Name  of  himself  or  others  Conveyances  for  divers  other 
large  Tracts  of  Land  and  further  for  divers  Considera- 
tions hath  neglected  to  receive  and  hath  remitted  to 
divers  Persons  other  Parts  of  the  said  Perquisites  and 
Emoluments  accruing  and  arising  during  the  aforesaid 
Interval  having  considerable  Amount  for  one  full  Moiety 
of  all  which  he  ought  to  account  for  and  pay  and  satisfy 
to  your  Orator  which  your  Orator  well  hopes  he  would 
have  done  But  Now  so  it  is  may  it  please  your  Excellency 
that  the  said  Cadwallader  Colden  combining  and  con- 
sidering with  divers  Persons  to  your  Orator  unknown 
whose  Names  when  discovered  your  Orator  prays  may  be 
inserted  in  this  his  Bill  with  apt  Words  to  change  them 
and  contriving  how  to  defeat  and  deprive  your  Orator 
of  any  Benefit  in  the  Premisses  he  pretends  that  all  and 
singular  the  Perquisites  Emoluments  and  other  the 
Premisses  aforesaid  are  justly  &  bona  fide  due  and  of 
Right  belonging  to  him  the  said  Cadwallader  Colden  and 
that  he  is  in  no  wise  accountable  for  the  same  and  hath 
actually  refused  and  still  doth  refuse  to  render  any  Ac- 
count thereof  to  your  Orator  altho'  he  hath  been  fre- 
quently and  particularly  required  to  account  for  the  same 
to  your  Orator  and  hath  declared  that  he  will  keep  all 
and  every  Part  thereof  to  his  own  Use  And  the  said 
Cadwallader  Colden  sometimes  pretends  that  the  afored 
Perquisites  and  Emoluments  during  the  Interval  afore- 
said belonged  to  him  by  Virtue  of  his  Office  of  Lieutenant 
Governor  and  that  the  King  had  no  Right  to  deprive  him 
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thereof  and  to  appoint  one  Moiety  only  thereof  to  be 
retained  or  paid  to  him  the  said  Cadwallader  Colden  and 
that  the  King  cannot  transfer  one  officer's  Fees  to  another 
Whereas  your  Orator  expressly  chargeth  that  the  King 
hath  good  Right  to  regulate  the  receipt  of  the  said  Per- 
quisites and  Emoluments  and  that  unless  his  Majesty  hath 
been  pleased  to  direct  one  Moiety  of  the  said  Perquisites 
and  Emoluments  to  have  been  paid  or  retained  by  the 
Lieutenant  Governor  the  whole  of  the  said  Perquisites  and 
Emoluments  would  have  belonged  to  your  Orator  the 
Government  of  this  Province  being  but  as  one  Office  and 
your  Orator  being  appointed  thereto  is  from  the  Nature 
of  the  Office  itself  entitled  to  all  the  perquisites  and 
Emoluments  thereof  if  the  same  had  not  been  differently 
regulated  by  the  Command  of  his  Majesty  And  your 
Orator  expressly  chargeth  that  no  Lieutenant  Governor 
of  this  Province  ever  was  justly  in  titled  to  receive  more 
than  one  Moiety  of  the  Perquisites  and  Emoluments  be- 
longing to  the  Governor  in  Chief  upon  the  Death  or 
during  the  Absence  of  such  Governor  altho'  the  said 
Cadwallader  Colden  now  pretends  to  claim  the  whole  of 
the  said  Perquisites  and  Emoluments  during  the  Interval 
aforesaid  between  the  Date  of  your  Orator's  said  Com- 
mission and  the  Time  of  his  Arrival  in  this  Province  as 
aforesaid  All  which  Actings  and  pretences  of  the  said 
Cadwallader  Colden  are  contrary  to  Equity  and  good 
Conscience  and  tend  to  the  great  wrong  and  Injury  of 
your  Orator  In  Consideration  whereof  and  for  that 
Matters  of  this  Nature  are  properly  cognizable  and  re- 
lievable  in  a  Court  of  Equity  before  your  Excellency  and 
in  the  [?]  that  the  said  Cadwallader  Colden  cannot  be 
compelled  to  account  to  your  Orator  for  the  Moiety  of 
the  said  Perquisites  and  Emoluments  so  belonging  to 
your  Orator  and  received  by  the  said  Cadwallader  Colden 
as  aforesaid  or  to  discover  the  Particulars  thereof  or  how 
or  in  what  Manner  he  has  secured  or  disposed  of  the  same 
without  the  Aid  and  Assistance  of  a  Court  of  Equity  TO 
THE  END  THEREFORE  that  the  said  Cadwallader 
Colden  may  true  Answer  Make  according  to  the  best  of 
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his  Knowledge  Remembrance  Information  and  Belief  to 
all  and  singular  the  Matters  aforesaid  as  full  as  if  the 
same  were  here  again  particularly  repeated  and  interro- 
gated and  especially  that  he  may  set  forth  whether  your 
Orator  was  not  in  or  about  the  said  second  Day  of 
January  which  was  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  1770  ap- 
pointed by  his  Majesty  Captain  General  and  governor  in 
Chief  of  this  Province  by  such  his  Majesty s  Letters  Pat- 
ent under  the  great  Seal  of  Great  Britain  and  bearing 
Date  the  said  second  Day  of  January  1770  or  of  what 
other  Date  and  whether  your  Orator  did  not  thereby  be- 
come intitled  to  all  the  Perquisites  and  Emoluments  of 
Right  belonging  or  appertaining  to  the  said  office  of 
Governor  in  Chief  of  the  said  Province  and  to  receive 
the  same  to  his  own  Use  and  whether  on  or  about  the  said 
16  Day  of  July  in  the  same  Year  1770  your  Orator  did 
not  receive  the  afored  Letter  from  the  said  Earl  of  Hills- 
borough And  whether  the  said  Earl  of  Hillsborough  was 
not  then  one  of  his  Majesty's  principal  Secretaries  of 
State  and  whether  he  doth  not  know  or  beleive  that  the 
said  Letter  was  so  wrote  to  your  Orator  by  his  Majesty's 
Command  and  whether  the  Declaration  of  his  late 
Majesty  King  William  referred  to  in  the  said  Letter  is 
not  in  the  Words  or  to  the  Effect  herein  before  set  forth 
or  how  otherwise  And  whether  a  Copy  of  the  aforesaid 
Declaration  hath  not  been  always  sent  to  the  Governor 
in  Chief  from  that  Time  together  with  their  Particular 
Instructions  and  in  Particular  to  the  said  Sir  Henry 
Moore  and  whether  he  the  said  Cadwallader  Colden  did 
not  know  or  was  appraized  and  had  good  Reason  to  be- 
leive the  same  and  whether  the  said  Sir  Henry  Moore  was 
not  the  Governor  in  Cheif  of  this  Province  next  before  the 
aforesaid  Grant  thereof  to  your  Orator  and  whether  by 
the  several  Matters  aforesaid  it  doth  not  appear  that 
the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  this  Province  hath  no  Right 
to  demand  or  Claim  more  in  his  own  Right  than  one 
Moiety  or  half  Part  of  the  said  Perquisites  and  Emolu- 
ments and  whether  he  the  said  Cadwallader  Colden  had 
not  Notice  thereof  or  well  knew  the  same  when  he  took 
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upon  himself  the  Office  of  Lieutenant  Governor  of  this 
Province  upon  the  Death  of  the  said  Sir  Henry  Moore 
and  whether  since  the  Declaration  aforesaid  of  his  said 
Majesty  King  William  and  for  some  years  and  how  long 
last  past  the  Method  of  appointing  Salaries  to  the  chief 
Governor  and  on  his  Death  or  Absence  to  the  Lieutenant 
Governor  hath  not  been  by  appointment  in  several  Acts 
of  Assembly  in  this  Province  particularly  directing  the 
Payment  thereof  to  the  Chief  Governor  or  Lieutenant 
Governor  of  the  Province  and  whether  in  Respect  to  his 
Majesty's  having  signified  his  Pleasure  to  your  Orator 
as  aforesaid  that  your  Orator  should  receive  only  one 
Moiety  of  the  Perquisites  and  Emoluments  of  the  said 
Government  from  the  Date  of  your  Orators  aforesaid 
Commission  to  the  time  of  your  Orator's  Arrival  in  this 
Province  your  Orator  hath  not  demanded  one  Moiety 
only  of  the  said  Perquisites  and  Emoluments  to  be  ac- 
counted for  and  paid  to  him  from  the  Date  of  his  afore- 
said  Commission   to   the  time   of  his  Arrival   in   this 
Province  and  whether  your  Orator  did  not  arrive  in  this 
Province  on  or  about  the  said  18  Day  of  October  in  the 
said  year  1770  or  at  what  other  Time  and  whether  your 
Orator  did  not  then  take  upon  himself  the  sole  Govern- 
ment of  this  Province  and  whether  at  the  Time  of  the 
Date  of  your  Orators  said  Commission  to  take  upon  him- 
self the  Government  of  this  Province  and  for  some  years 
before  he  the  said  Cadwallader  Colden  was  not  and  had 
been  appointed  his  Majesty's  Lieutenant  Governor  of 
this  Province  and  whether  upon  the  Death  of  the  said 
Sir  Henry  Moore  he  the  said  Cadwallader  Colden  did  not 
take  upon  himself  the  said  Government  and  act  therein 
as  Lieutenant  Governor  from  such  the  Time  of  the  Death 
of  the  said  Sir  Henry  Moore  and  in  particular  from  the 
Time  of  the  Date  of  your  Orators  said  Commission  to 
the  Time  of  your  Orators  Arrival  in  this  Province  and 
whether  during  the  Interval  between  the  Times  of  the 
Date  of  your  Orator's  said  Commission  and  the  Time  of 
his  arrival  in  this  Province  he  the  said  Cadwallader 
Colden  did  not  receive  and  take  to  his  own  use  divers 
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Perquisites  and  Emoluments  and  what  Perquisites  and 
Emoluments  in  particular  belonging  to  the  Government 
of  this  Province  and  whether  he  did  not  during  the  In- 
terval aforesaid  take  some  and  what  Security  or  Securities 
to  himself  for  the  Payment  of  Parts  and  of  what  Part  or 
Parts  of  the  said  Perquisites  and  Emoluments  And 
whether  he  did  not  with  Part  of  the  Moneys  which  he 
received  from  the  said  Perquisites  and  Emoluments  pur- 
chase divers  large  and  what  Tracts  of  Land  in  the  Name 
of  himself  or  others  and  whom  in  particular  and  whether 
in  Lieu  of  other  Parts  of  the  said  Perquisites  and  Emolu- 
ments accruing  in  the  Interval  aforesaid  he  hath  not 
taken  in  the  Name  of  himself  or  others  and  who  Con- 
veyances for  divers  other  Large  and  what  Tracts  of  Land 
and  whether  for  divers  and  what  consideration  or  Con- 
siderations he  hath  not  neglected  to  receive  some  and  re- 
mitted to  divers  Persons  and  who  by  Name  other  Parts 
of  the  said  Perquisites  and  Emoluments  accruing  and 
arising  during  the  aforesaid  Interval  and  whether  he  hath 
not  refused  to  account  for  one  Moiety  thereof  to  your 
Orator  and  why  he  hath  so  done  AND  TO  THE  END 
that  the  said  Cadwallader  Colden  may  be  deemed  to  come 
to  a  fair  and  just  Account  with  your  Orator  for  all  the 
Perquisites  and  Emoluments  of  the  said  Government 
which  were  received  by  him  the  sd  Cadwallader  Colden 
or  by  any  other  Person  or  Persons  by  his  Order  or  for  his 
Use  during  the  Interval  aforesaid  between  the  Date  of 
your  Orator's  said  Commission  and  the  Time  of  his  Ar- 
rival in  this  Province  as  aforesaid  And  that  the  said 
Cadwallader  Colden  may  be  deemed  to  pay  satisfy  and 
make  good  to  your  [orator]  one  full  Moiety  or  half  Part 
of  all  the  said  Perquisites  and  Emoluments  and  the 
Produce  thereof  And  that  your  Orator  may  have  all  such 
further  or  other  Relief  in  the  Premisses  as  shall  be  agree- 
able to  Equity  and  the  Nature  of  his  Case  MAY  IT 
PLEASE  YOUR  EXCELLENCY  to  grant  unto  your 
Orator  his  Majesty's  most  gracious  writ  of  Subpoena  to 
be  directed  to  the  said  Cadwallader  Colden  Esqr  requir- 
ing and  commanding  him  at  a  certain  Day  and  under  a 
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certain  Pain  therein  to  be  limitted  to  be  and  appear  be- 
fore your  Excellency  in  this  honorable  Court  to  Answer 
the  Premisses  and  to  abide  such  further  Order  and  Decree 
concerning  the  same  as  to  your  Excellency  shall  seem 
meet 

Wm.  Smith  Solicitor  &  of  Counsel  for  the 
Complain1 
A  New  Copy  of  the  Bill  filed  in  my  Office 

Wm  Smith  CI  for  the  Comp1 


Election  of  Cadwallader  Colden  to  Honorary  Member- 
ship  in  the  Marine  Society 

To   the   Honble   Cadwallader   Colden   Esqr   Lieutenant 

Governor  of  the  Province  of  New  York 
MAY  IT  PLEASE  YOUR  HONOUR. 

The  Marine  Society  of  this  City  which  owes  to  you  its 
Existance  Impressed  with  the  Warmest  Gratitude  for 
their  Founder, — and  Remembering  also  the  Protection 
and  Countenance,  you  have  allways  shewn  them,  both  in 
your  publick  and  private  Character,  Think  it  their  duty 
to  give  some  lasting  Testimony  of  these  their  Sentiments 
— this  the  Society  Conceived  Could  not  be  better  effected 
than  by  the  Unanimous  Choice  of  you  as  a  member  of 
that  Charitable  Institution,  which  was  formed  under 
your  Wise  and  benevolent  Administration;  a  Choice, 
which  at  the  same  time  that  it  affords  some  Proof  of  their 
great  Respect  for  Lieutenant  Governor  Colden,  reflects 
also  particular  Honour  on  themselves,  by  the  addition  of 
a  Person  of  your  Rank  and  Experience  to  their  Society. 
— Permit  us  therefore,  Sir,  agreeable  to  their  Order  to 
present  you  a  Certificate  of  your  Election,  with  the  Copy 
of  the  charter. 

By  Order  of  the  Society 

Leonard  Lispenard 
New  York  June  18th  1772 
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David  Colden  to  Benjamin  Franklin 
[Copy  unaddressed] 

Novr  30th  1772 
Dear  Sir 

The  attention  you  pay  to  every  Invention  that  prom- 
ises either  utility  or  amusement  to  Mankind  induces  Me 
to  communicate  to  you  a  very  simple  Machine  which  I 
have  made  this  Year  for  sowing  Seeds  in  Rows.  I  am 
happy  in  haveing  an  opportunity  of  addressing  you  upon 
any  thing  that  may  be  worth  your  Notice;  If  it  shall 
prove  of  no  real  value  to  others,  it  gives  me  a  very  great 
pleasure  by  introduceing  Me  again  to  one  I  so  greatly 
Esteem  and  Admire. 

I  know  nothing  of  Drill  Ploughs,  or  of  the  Drill  Hus- 
bandry but  what  I  have  learnd  from  Books.  I  find  it  a 
general  Complaint  of  the  best  Machines  that  have  been 
invented  for  this  Work,  that  they  are  so  Complex,  so 
Gimcrack  so  easily  put  out  of  Order,  and  so  difficultly 
repaird,  and  withall  so  high  Priced,  as  to  be  entirely  unfit 
for  the  use  of  common  Farmers.  That  which  I  have  con- 
trived is  quite  simple,  may  be  made  by  any  common 
Workman,  and  at  a  very  triffling  Expence.  It  has  an- 
swered by  Expectations  in  sowing  Pease  wheat  Turnips 
and  Lucern;  it  may  however  very  possibly  fall  so  much 
short  of  the  best  Drills,  as  to  disappoint  Those  who  are 
acquainted  with  Them.  Should  it  be  so  I  hope  to  be  ex- 
cused for  I  have  it  not  in  my  power  to  make  a  Compari- 
son, haveing  never  seen  the  work  of  any  other  Drill  but 
my  own,  nor  indeed  a  Drill-Plow  of  any  kind.  It  is  in 
your  power  to  determine  whether  this  Contrivance  is 
worth  communicating  to  the  World;  should  you  think 
that  it  is,  I  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  do  it  for  Me  in  the 
way  you  think  best — I  have  avoided  giving  the  Dimen- 
sions of  any  Part,  because  it  is  not  essential  in  any  part 
of  the  Contrivance,  and  by  multiplying  words  would 
lengthen  and  obscure  the  Description.  No  workman  can 
be  at  a  loss  to  know  the  proper  size  of  the  Parts  to  give 

VOL.   VII 


184  THE  COLDEN  PAPERS-1765-1775 

the  necessary  strength.  I  likewise  think  it  quite  needless 
to  mention  the  manner  of  fixing  the  Parts  together. 

I  have  lately  got  the  Annual  Register  for  1771,  One 
of  the  first  Things  I  fell  upon  was  the  Abstracts  from  Mr 
Kalms  account  of  his  Travels  in  America  I  was  much  sur- 
prised with  a  wonderfull  story  he  tells  from  my  Father, 
of  a  black  Snake  that  attacked  one  of  our  Servants,  for  I 
never  heard  the  Story  in  the  Family,  indeed  the  date  he 
gives  it  is  within  my  own  Memory — My  Father  cannot 
immagine  how  Mr  Kalm  came  to  father  such  a  Story  upon 
him,  for  as  no  such  Thing  ever  happend  in  our  Family,  or 
to  any  one  that  he  ever  heard  of,  the  Traveller  could 
not  have  got  it  from  him.  However  my  surprise  vanishd 
when  in  the  next  page  I  found  him  telling  on  his  own 
knowledge  that  the  Indians  at  Sir  Wm  Johnsons  could  out 
run  the  swiftest  Horses.  And  a  Frog  out  run  the  Indians 
— I  had  two  opportunities  a  Year  or  two  agoe,  of  exam- 
ining the  black  Snake  f acinating  a  Bird ;  which  Mr  Kalm 
does  not  omit  some  wonderful  Tales.  In  both  the  Cases 
which  I  saw,  I  found  that  the  Bird  was  far  from  being  in 
Love  with  the  Snake,  that  she  was  doing  her  utmost  to 
drive  him  away  from  her  Nest,  puting  her  own  Life  into 
his  Jaws  to  save  her  young  Brood.  I  calld  several  Per- 
sons to  examine  the  first  of  these  Encounters  which  I 
saw ;  they  all  agreed  that  the  Bird  must  be  enchanted  but 
alterd  their  Opinion  as  soon  as  I  shewd  them  the  Nest  and 
young  Birds.  I  really  beleive  there  is  nothing  more  in  all 
the  Tales  we  are  told  of  these  Inchantments.  I  gave  our 
worthy  Friend  Peter  Collinson  an  account  of  what  I  had 
observed  upon  these  occasions,  some  Time  before  he  dyed. 

My  Father  presents  his  Compliments  to  you — He 
longs  to  have  your  Remarks  upon  his  Papers.  He  enjoys 
a  great  Share  of  Health  and  surpriseing  Spirits  for  a  Man 
at  85.  He  has  much  more  strength  now  than  he  had  two 
years  agoe. 

I  am 

[Another  letter  written  by 
David  Colden  to  Franklin, 
omitted  here,  gives  the  details 
of  construction  and  diagrams 
of  the  drill  plough.] 


THE  COLDEN  PAPERS-1765-1775  185 

Note  of  Alexander  C olden 

For  £  8.15.7  Lawful  Money  of  Connecticut.     General 

Post  Office 
New  York  7th  Decr  1772 

At  Ten  Days  Sight  hereof  Please  to  pay  to  John  S. 
Miller  Esqr,  Master  at  New  London,  or  Order  the  Sum 
of  Eight  Pounds,  [fifte]en  Shillings,  and  Seven  Pence, 
Lawful  Money  of  Connecticut,  [and]  place  the  same  to 
the  Account  of  the  General  Post  Office 

Alexr  Colden 

Thomas  Vernon  Esq*"  Secry  &  Comptr 

Post  Master  at  Newport 

Recd  the  Contents  Pr  Benj  Mumford 


Benjamin  Franklin  to  David  Colden 

^       _  London,  March  5,  1773 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  your  obliging  Favour  with  the  Account  of 
your  Drill  Plough,  which  appears  to  me  very  ingeniously 
contriv'd,  and  Construction  simple  and  easily  executed, 
&  the  Description  perfectly  clear  and  intelligible.  I  put 
it  into  the  Hands  of  Mr  Arbuthnot,  who  is  a  great  Con- 
noisseur in  such  Matters,  and  seem'd  to  like  it  much — 
He  will  lay  it  before  the  Society  of  Arts. 

Kalm's  Account  of  what  he  learnt  in  America  is  full 
of  idle  Stories,  which  he  picked  up  among  ignorant  People, 
and  either  forgetting  of  whom  he  had  them,  or  willing  to 
give  them  some  Authenticity,  he  has  ascribed  them  to 
Persons  of  Reputation  who  never  heard  of  them  till  they 
were  found  in  his  Book.  And  where  he  really  had  Ac- 
counts from  such  Persons,  he  has  varied  the  Circum- 
stances unaccountably,  so  that  I  have  been  asham'd  to 
meet  with  some  mentioned  as  from  me.  It  is  dangerous 
Conversing  with  these  Strangers  that  keep  Journals 
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With  this  I  send  you  some  Philosophical  Papers,  that 
will  appear  in  the  next  Volume  of  the  Transactions  in- 
deed; but  as  that  is  not  to  be  publish'd  till  Midsummer, 
you  will  hereby  see  them  so  much  sooner.  Priestly's  Ex- 
periments on  Fix'd  Air  is  the  Subject  of  much  Conversa- 
tion here  at  present. 

I  send  you  also  some  Penshurst  Peas,  much  valued 
here  for  their  great  Bearing  &  Hardiness.  Also  some 
Turnip  rooted  Cabbage  Seed  famous  for  bearing  Winter 
Frosts  and  so  affording  early  Food  for  Cattle  when  Fod- 
der is  scant  and  Grass  not  grown.  And  some  Seed  of  the 
Scotch  Cabbage. 

My  best  Respects  to  your  good  Father,  to  whom  I 
shall  shortly  write.    With  very  great  Esteem,  I  am, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  Serv* 
_  „  B.  Franklin. 

D  Colden  Esq 
[Indorsed] 

To 

David  Colden   Esq 
New  York 
$  Packet 
with  a  Parcel 
B  Free  Franklin 


From  Lord  North 

Downing  Street  March  25,  1773 
Sir, 

I  have  received  the  favor  of  your  Letter  of  the  5th 
of  January  last,  desiring  that  your  Son  might  be  per- 
mitted to  resign  His  Office  of  Surveyor  &  Searcher  of 
New  York  in  favor  His  Son  Mr  Nichols  Colden.  I  have 
likewise  received  an  Application  of  the  same  kind  from 
Govr  Tryon,  &  tho'  I  seldom  approve  of  Resignations  of 
offices  in  favor  of  other  Persons,  yet  the  Respect  I  have 
for  your  long  Services,  &  for  the  Recommendation  of 
Govr  Tryon  makes  Me  very  desirous  of  obliging  You 
upon  this  Occasion.  I  have  therefore  given  Directions 
for  the  appointment  of  Mr  Richd  Nichols  Colden  upon 
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His  Father's  Resignation,  &  I  am  very  happy  in  this  op- 
portunity of  giving  You  a  Proof  of  the  great  Regard  with 
which  I  am, 
Sir, 

Your  Faithfull  Humble  Servant 

North 

1/  G0Vr  COLDEN 


David  Colden  to  William  Cockburn 

August  12th  1773 
Sir 

I  wrote  to  you  some  Time  agoe  by  the  Post,  but  now 
meeting  with  Mr  Harpur,  who  tells  Me  that  you  are  at 
Work  on  the  Branches  of  the  Susquehanna,  and  that  He 
will  take  care  that  this  be  delivered  to  You,  I  am  glad 
of  so  direct  an  opportunity  to  let  you  know  that  my  Bro- 
ther Cadwallader  and  I  are  desirous  you  should  compleate 
the  Devision  of  the  Tract  of  Land  We  purchased  of  Col. 
Croghan  of  which  you  have  already  run  the  out  Lines. 

You  sent  Me  in  the  year  1772  a  Plan  for  dividing  the 
Tract,  which  contains  14787  Acres,  strict  Measure,  into 
29  Lotts,  by  Lines  parallel  to  the  South  and  West  Bounds. 

chs  chs  Acres 
The  Square  Lotts  to  be  75  x  70  =  525;  the  Gore  Lotts 
some  more,  some  less.  As  you  then  informed  Me  that 
the  Tract  was  throughout  much  of  one  Goodness;  a[nd] 
no  where  any  quantity  unimproveable,  We  think,  as  you 
do,  that  such  a  regular  Plan  for  laying  it  into  Lotts  will 
be  best,  and  desire  you  will  proceed  at  the  most  con- 
venient Time  to  run  and  mark  the  Devisions  Lines  ac- 
cordingly. We  choose  to  have  all  the  cross  Lines  run  and 
markd,  and  not  to  depend  upon  only  marking  the  oppo- 
site Corners.  Run[n]ing  these  Lines  will  enable  you  to 
be  very  full  in  your  Field-Book,  and  We  are  desirous  you 
should  note  every  Thing  that  may  be  of  use  to  Us. 
Wh[en]  you  send  Us  the  Return  of  your  Work,  please  to 
Class  the  Lotts  so  as  to  devide  Them  into  two  equal 
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Parts,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  quality  and  quantity  Con- 
sidered. 

I  was  informd  that  the  Scotch  People  who  arrived 
about  the  Time  I  last  saw  you  at  N.  York,  soon  after 
engaged  with  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.  I  find  many  Settlers  are 
comeing  in  this  Year  from  Britain  &  Ireland.  We  shall 
be  much  oblidged  to  you  if  it  comes  in  your  Way,  to  rec- 
ommend either  this  14000  Acre  Tract  of  ours,  or  the  29,- 
000  Acres  of  Skinners  Pattent,  which  my  Father  has  to 
any  of  these  Settlers.  My  Brother  and  I  will  give  any 
one  of  the  square  Lotts  to  five  Families  who  settle  on  it, 
and  enter  into  Covenants  to  convey  the  fee  Simple  to 
Them  or  their  Assigns,  free  of  all  Rent  or  Costs  except 
the  Quit  Rent  due  and  to  become  due,  when  the  five 
Families  shall  each  have  built  a  House  and  lived  there 
three  years.  My  Father  will  in  like  manner  give  1000 
Acres  in  any  Part  of  his  Part  of  Skinners  Pattent,  to  five 
families  who  shall  settle  and  live  there  three  years.  My 
Father  has  28,944  Acres  in  that  Tract  Mr  Skinner  has 
the  other  11,056  Acres  of  it 
I  am 
Sir 

Your  humble  Serv1 

David  Colden 

Mr    Wm    COCKBURN 


Earl  of  Dartmouth  to  Governor  William  Tryon 

(No.  14)  Whitehall  28th  October  1773 

Sir, 

My  letter  of  the  14th  instant  contains  the  Signification 
of  His  Majesty's  Commands  upon  occasion  of  the  Dis- 
turbances in  Charlotte  County,  and  I  do  not  find,  upon 
a  review  of  such  parts  of  your  former  Correspondence  as 
remain  to  be  answered,  any  other  matter  which  requires 
Instructions,  except  what  is  contained  in  your  dispatch 
No.  40  respecting  Mandates  for  Lands  issued  antecedent 
to  His  Majesty's  Order  in  Council  of  the  7th  April,  in 
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regard  to  which,  I  am  to  signify  to  you  His  Majesty's 
Pleasure  that  the  said  Mandates  be  carried  into  complete 
Execution  in  like  manner  as  they  would  have  been  if 
that  order  had  not  been  made,  provided  they  be  presented 
to  you  before  such  new  Arrangement,  as  is  now  under 
Consideration,  shall  take  place. 

Your  recommendation  of  the  Case  of  the  Legatees  of 

Rachael  Smith  has  been  graciously  considered  by  the 

King,  and  it  is  his  Majesty's  Pleasure  that  the  Escheat 

be  accordingly  granted  to  them  pursuant  to  your  request. 

I  am 

Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

Dartmouth 

Governor  Tryon 
[Indorsed] 
Earl  Dartmouth 
London  28th  Oct*"  1773 
Rec^  Febry  1774 
Ansd  1  March  d° 


Earl  of  Dartmouth  to  Governor  William  Tryon 

(No.  15)  Whitehall  1st  December  1773 

Sir, 

I  have  received  your  Letters,  Ns  49,  50,  51,  52  &  53 
and  have  laid  them  before  The  King;  but  as  there  is 
nothing  contained  in  those  Letters  that  will  not  be  a  more 
proper  object  of  consideration  when  you  arrive  in  Eng- 
land, I  have  not  at  present  any  thing  in  command  from 
His  Majesty  to  signify  to  you  thereupon. 

I  am  Sir 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

Dartmouth 

Governor  Tryon 
[Indorsed] 
Earl  Dartmouth 
Whitehall  1st  Dec^  1773 
Reel  27th  Febry  1774 
Ansd  1st  March  d° 
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From  John  Pownall 

Whitehall  Decr  1st  1773 

Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth  to  inclose  to 
you,  an  Additional  Instruction  from  His  Majesty,  dated 
the  24th  of  last  Month  I  am, 
Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 
^    r   *  -nt     v  i  J-  Pownall 

Govr  of  New  York 


Instructions  to  Governor  William  Tryon  on  Natural- 
ization and  Divorce 

[Copy] 

Additional  Instruction  to  Our  Trusty 
and  Welbeloved  William  Tryon  Es- 
quire Our  Captain  General  and  Gov- 
ernor in  Cheif  in  and  over  Our  Prov- 
GEORGE  R.  ince  of  New  York  and  the  Territories 
(L.  S.)  depending  thereon  in  America,  or  to  the 

Commander  in  Cheif  of  the  said  Prov- 
ince for  the  time  being.    Given  at  Our 
Court  at  S*  James's  the  24th  day  of 
November   1773.     In  the  Fourteenth 
Year  of  Our  Reign. 
Whereas  We  have  thought  fit  by  Our  Orders  in  Our 
Privy  Council  to  disallow  certain  Laws  passed  in  some 
of  Our  Colonies  and  Plantations  in  America  for  confer- 
ring the  privileges  of  Naturalization  on  persons  being 
Aliens  and  for  divorcing  persons  who  have  been  legally 
joined  together  in  Holy  Marriage;  And  Whereas  Acts 
have  been  passed  in  other  of  Our  said  Colonies  to  enable 
persons  who  are  Our  Liege  subjects  by  Birth  or  Natural- 
ization, to  hold  &  inherit  Lands,  Tenements  &  real  Es- 
tates, although  such  Lands,  Tenements  and  real  Estates 
had  been  originally  granted  to,  or  purchased  by  Aliens, 
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antecedent  to  Naturalization.  It  is  Our  express  Will 
and  Pleasure  that  you  do  not  upon  any  pretence  whatso- 
ever give  your  Assent  to  any  Bill  or  Bills  that  may  have 
been  or  shall  hereafter  be  passed  by  the  Council  and  As- 
sembly of  the  Province  under  your  Government  for  the 
Naturalization  of  Aliens  nor  for  the  divorce  of  persons 
joined  together  in  Holy  Marriage,  nor  for  establishing  a 
Title  in  any  person  to  Lands,  Tenements,  &  real  Estates 
in  Our  said  Province  originally  granted  to,  or  purchased 
by  Aliens  antecedent  to  Naturalization. 

G.R. 


Alexander  Colden's  Report  to  Governor  Tryon  Answer- 
ing Queries  Relative  to  the  Province  of  New  York 


Situation 


Nature  of 
the  Country. 
Soil 


Climate 


The  Province  of  New  York  is  situated 
on  the  Atlantic  Ocean  which  washes  its 
southern  shores.  The  Colonies  of  Con- 
necticut, Massachusetts  Bay  and  New 
Hampshire  ly  to  the  East  of  Us :  Quebec 
on  the  North;  and  New  Jersey,  Pensil- 
vania  and  the  Indian  Country  to  the 
West.— 

The  Face  of  the  Country  is  every  where 
uneven;  and  contains  perhaps  all  the 
varieties  of  Soil  to  be  met  with  any 
where.  In  the  northern  Parts  of  the 
Province  there  are  some  low  Lands, 
made  very  Rich  by  the  overflowing  of 
the  Rivers :  little  of  this  Sort  lies  within 
less  than  70  miles  of  the  City  of  New 
York.  The  Soil  in  general  is  much  thin- 
ner and  lighter  in  the  southern  than  in 
the  northern  Parts  of  the  Province;  and 
having  been  longer  under  Culture  and 
bad  Husbandry  is  much  more  exhausted. 
The  Province  extending  nearly  four 
Degrees  and  a  half  of  Latitude,  sustains 
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a  remarkable  Difference  of  Climate  be- 
tween the  Southern  and  northern  Parts. 
In  Summer  the  Heat  is  sometimes  very- 
great,  and  in  general  much  greater  than 
in  England;  so  that  Melons  and  many- 
other  Things  are  raised  Here  by  the 
natural  Heat  of  the  Climate,  which  in 
England  require  the  Aid  of  Hott  Beds 
and  Glasses.  The  Frost  is  in  all  Parts 
of  the  Province  more  severe  than  in 
England,  yet  the  Latitude  of  London  is 
about  10  Degrees  more  North  than  the 
City  of  New  York.  Even  in  the  south- 
ern Part  of  the  Province  the  Mercury 
in  Farrenhights  Thermometer,  sinks 
some  Degrees  below  0,  and  rises  to  90; 
but  those  Extreams  are  airways  of  short 
duration.  The  Harvest  is  about  a 
Month  later  at  Albany,  and  to  the 
northward,  than  at  New  York :  and  the 
Winter  sets  in  as  much  earlier.  Hud- 
son's River  generally  freezes  fast  to 
some  Distance  below  Albany  before  the 
middle  of  December ;  but  no  quantity  of 
Ice  is  form'd  within  30  Miles  of  the 
City  of  New  York,  earlier  than  some 
Time  in  January:  The  Navigation  is 
open  again  quite  to  Albany  in  March. 
It  is  observed  that  our  Seasons  grow 
more  Temperate  both  as  to  Heat  and 
Cold. 
Latitudes  The  Latitude  of  the  following  Places 

have  been  determined  by  good  observa- 
tions, 
at  the  lighthouse  on  Sandy 

Hook  40°  27'  40" 

At  Fort  George  City  of  New 

York    40    42   8 
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At  the  Station  point  on  Del- 
aware between  this  Provce 
and   the   provce   of   New 

Jersey   41     00    0 

Albany    42    36    0 

Crown  Point  43     50   0 

Longitudes  The  Longitude  of  the  City  of  New 

York  has  been  found,  by  good  observa- 
tions of  the  Satalites  of  Jupiter  to  be 
74°  38'  west  from  London. 
Boundaries  The  Boundaries  of  the  Province  are, 

of  the  Province  on  the  South  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  in- 
cluding Long  Island,  Staaten  Island, 
and  others  of  less  note.  On  the  East 
Connecticut  River  is  our  original  Boun- 
dary: but  by  Agreement  between  Us 
and  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  made 
under  leave  from  the  Crown,  and  after- 
wards confirm'd  by  the  same  Authority, 
a  new  Boundary  was  established  up- 
wards of  40  years  agoe,  as  far  as  that 
Colony  extends.  These  new  Boundaries 
are  about  20  Miles  East  of  Hudson's 
River,  and  parallel  to  the  general 
Course  of  the  River;  they  are  well 
marked  and  known,  and  have  not  been 
the  subject  of  any  Dispute  since  the 
finishing  of  that  Agreement.  To  the 
northward  of  Connecticut  lies  the  Prov- 
ince of  Massachusets  Bay,  between 
whom  and  this  Colony  there  has  long 
subsisted  a  Dispute  about  their  western 
or  our  eastern  Boundary;  which  is  now 
near  being  settled  on  a  Plan  similar  to 
that  which  took  place  between  Con- 
necticut and  Us.  Commissioners  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose,  having  this 
Year  agreed  upon  a  Line  of  Boundary, 
about  20  Miles  East  of  Hudson's  River, 
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and  paralell  to  its  general  Course,  which 
is  now  only  to  be  markd  out  and  prop- 
erly confirmd.  When  this  shall  be  done 
every  Dispute  upon  the  eastern  Boun- 
dary of  New  York,  will  be  determined. 
To  the  northward  of  Massachusets  Bay, 
We  maintain  our  original  Extent  to 
Connecticut  River,  which  continues  its 
Course  into  the  45°  of  Latitude. 

The  Government  of  New  Hampshire 
being  considerably  enlarged  by  His  Ma- 
jesty's Commission  to  the  Governor  of 
that  Province,  which  issued  in  1741,  the 
Governor  form'd  a  Design  about  the 
Year  1749  to  extend  his  Government 
across  Connecticut  River  to  within  20 
Miles  of  Hudson's  River.  The  Govern- 
ment of  New  York  immediatly  gave 
him  notice  that  this  Province  extended 
to  Connecticut  River,  and  that  New 
Hampshire  being  limited  by  his  Ma- 
jesty's other  Governments  could  not  in- 
clude any  Lands  on  the  west  side  of  that 
River.  The  Question  was  submitted  to 
the  King  by  each  Government,  who  was 
pleased  to  declare  on  20th  of  July  1764, 
by  Advice  of  his  Privy  Council,  the 
western  Banks  of  the  River  Connecticut 
to  be  the  Boundary  Line  between  the 
Provinces  of  New  Hampshire  and  New 
York;  thus  confirming  the  ancient  and 
original  Boundary:  since  which  the 
Government  of  New  Hampshire  has 
not  disputed  this  Boundary  with  Us. 
The  late  Governor  of  that  Province 
haveing  however  ventur'd,  in  a  very 
extraordinary  Manner,  after  he  had 
been  fully  inform'd  of  the  ancient 
Right  of  New  York;  and  after  he  had 
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agreed  to  submit  the  Question  to  his 
Majesty's  Determination,  to  pass 
Grants,  (in  defiance  of  every  legal  step 
which  could  be  taken  on  our  Part  to 
prevent  him)  for  upwards  of  100  Town- 
ships of  six  Miles  Square  each,  all  ly- 
ing on  the  west  side  of  Connecticut 
River,  within  the  Province  of  New 
York;  a  very  troublesome  Controversy 
has  arisen  between  some  of  his  Grantees, 
and  the  Proprietors  who  hold  the  same 
Lands  under  this  Province — some  of 
them  by  Grants  of  an  earlier  Date  than 
that  of  his  Commission  But  as  the 
Governor  of  New  Hampshire  at  no 
Time  had  any  Right  or  Authority  to 
grant  Lands  which  lay  on  the  west  side 
of  Connecticut  River;  and  the  Govern- 
ment of  New  York  allways  had  that 
Right,  it  is  very  clear  which  Title  must 
prevail 

On  the  North  the  Province  of  New 
York  is  bounded  by  a  line  drawn  in  the 
45th  Degree  of  Latitude,  which  has  been 
fix'd  by  observations  taken  on  the  East 
side  of  Lake  Champlain;  the  line  has 
been  markd  from  thence  to  Connecticut 
River  on  the  East  side,  and  nearly  to 
Sl  Laurence  River  on  the  West. 

The  west  Banks  of  Hudson's  River 
is  the  western  Bounds  of  this  Province 
from  Sandy  Hook,  or  the  Ocean,  up  to 
the  41st  Degree  of  Latitude:  from  that 
Point  the  Boundary  between  us  and  the 
Province  of  New  Jersey,  is  a  streight 
Line  to  a  point  fix'd  on  Delawar  River. 
These  Stations  were  found  in  the  Year 
1769  by  good  observations;  a  Line  was 
markd  from  one  Station  to  the  other. 
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Size  &  Extent 
of  the  Province 


Parts  Culti- 
vated 


The  whole  Transaction  has  received 
the  royal  Confirmation,  and  by  it  is 
terminated  the  Disputed  Boundary  be- 
tween New  Jersey  and  Us.  From  the 
most  northerly  Corner  of  New  Jersey 
on  Delawar  River,  New  York  is  bound- 
ed by  that  River  as  far  as  Pensilvania 
extends,  which  lies  on  the  other  side  of 
the  River  &  goes  up  to  the  42nd  Degree 
of  Latitude.  From  thence  the  western 
Bounds  of  the  Province  of  New  York 
are  not  determined.  It  is  generally  sup- 
posed that  it  takes  in  all  the  Country  of 
the  Five  Indian  Nations,  which  seems 
intended  by  the  Words,  and  the  Terri- 
tories thereon  depending  in  America 
incerted  in  all  Commissions  to  the  Gov- 
ernors of  this  Province 

The  Extent  of  the  Province  from 
North  to  South  is  about  270  Miles.  The 
Breadth  is  various.  Till  We  get  about 
20  Miles  to  the  northward  of  the  City 
of  New  York,  it  is  not  above  14  Miles 
wide,  and  lies  altogether  on  the  east 
side  of  Hudsons  River.  From  the  41° 
of  Latitude  the  Province  extends  on 
both  sides  of  that  River,  and  then  soon 
widens  to  about  60  Miles,  arid  increases 
in  Breadth  up  to  the  42°  of  Latitude, 
where  it  is  about  80  Miles  wide.  Be- 
yond this  Degree  of  Latitude  the  Prov- 
ince having  no  western  Boundary,  its 
Breadth  is  unlimited  and  therefore  the 
Question  of  the  number  of  Acres  con- 
taind  in  the  Province  cannot  be  an- 
swer d. 

Long  Island,  which  contains  Kings, 
Queens  and  Suffolk  Counties:  Staaten 
Island,  which  makes  Richmond  Coumty ; 
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and  the  Counties  of  New  York,  West 
Chester,  Dutchess,  Orange  and  Ulster, 
are  all  well  filld  with  Inhabitants;  no 
large  Tract  of  usable  Land,  being  any- 
where throughout  all  these  Counties, 
without  Cultivation.  The  County  of 
Albany,  tho'  in  many  Places  well  set- 
tled and  cultivated,  contains  many  ex- 
tensive Tracts  of  valuable  Land  to  which 
the  Settlers  have  not  yet  reachd.  Tryon 
County  tho'  only  a  small  Part  of  it  is 
settled  contains  a  good  number  of  In- 
habitants. The  cultivated  Part  of 
Charlotte  County  bears  but  a  small 
Proportion  to  that  which  is  yet  to  be 
settled;  and  the  same  may  be  said  of 
Cumberland  and  Glouster  Counties. 
Rivers  ,  Hudsons'  River  is  the  only  navigable 

River  in  the  Province.  It  affords  a  safe 
and  easy  Passage  for  Vessles  of  consid- 
erable Burthen  up  to  Albany,  about  180 
Miles  from  Sandy  Hook.  The  naviga- 
tion on  the  Branches  of  this  River,  to 
the  Northward  and  Westward  of  Al- 
bany is  obstructed  by  Falls  and  Rapids, 
but  may  open  a  communication  by 
Water  to  many  very  interior  Parts  of 
the  Country,  when  the  Inhabitants  are 
become  numerous  enough,  and  able  to 
bear  the  Expence  of  the  Methods  used 
in  Europe  to  improve  such  Navigations. 
It  is  supposed,  that  it  is  practicable  to 
make  a  Communication  by  Water  from 
one  Branch  of  Hudson's  River  into  the 
Waters  of  Lake  Champlain  one  way, 
and  from  another  Branch  into  the 
Waters  of  Lake  Ontario  the  other  Way. 
If  this  was  done  Hudson's  River  would 
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lead  into  one  of  the  most  extensive  in- 
land Navigations  in  the  World. 

Long  Island  approaches  so  near  the 
main  Land  of  the  Continent,  that  the 
Water  between  them,  at  the  City  of 
New  York,  is  called  the  East  River. 
This  affords  another  extensive  inland 
communication  by  Water  with  the 
Country  to  the  East  of  Us.  Long 
Island  is  upwards  of  150  Miles  long, 
and  is  not  any  where  much  above  20 
Miles  from  the  Continent. 

Harbours  As  We  have  but  one  navigable  River 

in  this  Province,  so  there  is  but  one  prin- 
cipal Harbour,  which  is  at  the  City  of 
New  York.  It  is  Part  of  what  is  calld 
the  East  River,  lying  between  the  City 
and  Long  Island.  The  Harbour  is  large 
and  well  coverd  from  all  Winds.  On 
the  other  side  of  the  City,  in  Hudsons 
River,  is  the  Road  where  Vessles  ride 
with  great  safty. 

Alexr  Colden 
Survr  Gene1 

[indorsed]  New  York  Decr  22d  1773 

Alexr  Colden  Survr  Gene1 
Report  to  his  Excellency  William 
Tryon,  Esqr  On  certain  Queries 
Relative  to  the  present  State  and 
Condition  of  the  Province  of  New  York 


Gov.  William  Tryon' s  Correspondence  with  the  Ministry 
After  the  Fire 

[Copy] 

Minutes  of  Governor  Tryon's  Correspondence  with  the 
Ministry  after  the  Fire from  his  Letter  Book 

No.  1.  To  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth  31st  December  1773 
Gives  an  account  of  the  Fire  in  the  Fort.    That 
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all  Papers,  even  his  Instructions,  were  lost.* — 
the  Great  Seal  saved  unhurt. 

No.  2.  To  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth— 2nd  January  1774 

Incloses  Copy  Letter  from  Mr  Benzel  27th 
Decr  Petition  of  Simion  Jenny  &  Solomon 
Johns  with  their  affadevits  of  15th  Decr  relating 
to  riotous  &  outrageous  Behavior  of  New 
Hampshire  Claimants 

No.  3.  To  the  same  3d  January  1774. 

The  Measure  of  the  East  India  Company  ex- 
porting Tea  to  America  has  given  too  general 
an  alarm  on  this  side  the  Water,  and  the  Con- 
duct pursued  been  too  extraordinary  for  Me 
in  my  public  Dispatches  to  your  Lordp.  to  be 
silent  upon  a  Matter  which  employs  the  Pens 
of  many  here,  and  engroses  the  attention  of  all. 
Difficult  to  determine  what  might  have  been 
the  Sentiments  of  Americans,  if  left  to  the  un- 
biased Influence  of  cool  Reflection.  As  the 
best  Information,  sends  the  public  Gazetts  of 
the  three  Printing  offices — from  whence  may 
be  learnt  the  various  Steps  which  have  been 
taken  and  the  different  steps  thrown  out  from 
the  Beginning  to  the  Public,  alternately,  by 
good  Citizens  and  fair  Traders,  by  Men  of  cool 
Senses  and  just  Disernment  on  the  one  Hand, 
by  fraudulent  Dealers  and  artfull  Smuglers  by 
inflamatory  Politicians  and  Patriots  on  the 
other. 

Till  after  the  news  of  the  destruction  of  the 
Tea  at  Boston  was  in  hopes  more  temperate 
Measures  would  be  pursued  here.  The  Asso- 
ciation Paper  inclosed,  justifies  the  Opinion,  so 
far  as  to  the  protection  of  private  Property — 
is  now  entirely  uncertain  what  may  be  the  issue 
— best  Endeavours  will  be  exerted  for  the 
Peace  of  Society,  &  good  Order  of  Gov*.  From 
the  general  appearance  of  the  united  opposi- 
tion to  the  principle  of  the  Monopoly  and  the 
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Importation  Duty  in  America,  I  can  form  no 
other  Opinion  than  that  the  landing,  storing  & 
safe  keeping  of  the  Tea  when  stored  could  be 
accomplishd  but  under  the  Protection  of  the 
Point  of  the  Bayonet  and  Muzzle  of  the  Can- 
non, &  even  then  I  do  not  see  how  the  Sales  or 
Consumption  could  be  effected. 
No.  4   To  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth  5th  Jany  1774 

Transmits  Minutes  of  Council  in  the  Land 
Department  to  15th  Decr  &  in  state  Depart- 
ment to  this  Day — 
No.  5   To  the  same  7th  Jany  1774 

Assembly  meeting 
P.S.  your  Lordships  Dispatch  No.  14,  last  re- 
ceived was  consumed  in  the  Fire  of  the  29th  of 
Decr  the  substance  of  it  having  been  enterd  on 
the  Journals  the  morning  preceeding 
No.  6.  To  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth— 2nd  Febr  1774 

His  extreme  ill  state  of  health  prevents  any 
particulars,    incloses    speech — addresses — and 
Journals  so  far  as  printed. 
No.  7.  To  the  same  1st  March  1774 

Has  received  No.  13  with  Inclosures. — 
nothing  particular  occurd — Sessions  will  end 
next  Week 

My  very  Weak  and  infirm  State  of  Health 
does  scarsely  admit  of  my  attending  to  any 
Business  whatever,  and  my  Hopes  of  a  Re- 
establishment  of  my  Health  are  solely  founded 
on  the  Benefits  I  expect  to  Experience  from  my 
obedience  to  the  gracious  Commands  of  my 
Sovereign  to  return  to  my  native  Country. 


From  Thomas  Howard 
Sir 

I  had  the  honour  of  receiving  your  Letter,  and  shou'd 
be  extremely  happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  mutually  to 
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obtain  for  each  other  what  we  each  of  us  are  desirous  of; 
but  as  I  apprehend  there  wou'd  be  some  difficulties  in  it 
at  present,  and  that  you  are  desirous  that  if  it  shou'd 
succeed,  that  it  shou'd  be  at  a  time  when  you  were  in  the 
actual  possession  of  the  Government  of  the  Province,  I 
think  it  will  be  better  for  us  to  pospone  any  application 
upon  that  head  till  I  have  the  honour  of  seeing  his  Ex- 
cellency Govr  Tryon  in  England,  to  whom  I  will  with 
pleasure  communicate  my  wishes  upon  the  Subject  and 
the  mode  of  accomplishing  them.  I  have  the  honour  to 
be,  Sir,  with  many  thanks  for  the  honour  of  your  Letter, 
Your  most  ob1  &  most  Humble  Serv1 

T.  Howard 
White  Hall  Jany.  5th  1774 


Earl  of  Dartmouth  to  Governor  William  Tryon 

(No.  16)  Whitehall  8th  January  1774 

Sir 

Since  my  Letter  to  You  of  the  first  of  last  March  I 
have  received  your  Dispatches  Ns  54  &  55  and  have  laid 
them  before  the  King 

When  I  consider  that  the  Alarm  which  has  been  with 
a  View  to  excite  an  Opposition  to  the  Landing  of  Teas 
sent  by  the  East  India  Company  to  New  York,  is  ap- 
parently, nay  avowedly,  founded  upon  Self  interested 
Motives,  I  cannot  but  flatter  Myself  that  the  Authors 
and  Abettors  of  such  unwarrantable  proceedings  will  meet 
with  Disappointment  &  Disgrace;  and  that  any  new  At- 
tempt to  disturb  the  peace  &  Tranquility  of  a  province  so 
deservedly  distinguished  for  its  peaceable  &  good  Govern- 
ment, will  be  defeated. 

The  inclosed  extracts  of  my  Letter  of  this  Day's  Date, 
to  Major  General  Haldimand,  will  however  inform  You 
that  there  has  not  been  wanting  a  due  Attention  to  what 
may  be  necessary  in  Case  Matters  shall  turn  out  contrary 
to  my  Hopes  &  Expectations,  and  the  Civil  power  should, 


202  THE  COLDEN  PAPERS-1765-1775 

in  Case  of  any  publick  Disturbance,  be  found  inadequate 
to  the  preservation  of  the  public  peace  and  the  Protection 
of  the  King's  Subjects. 

I  must  however  again  repeat  to  You,  that  it  is  His 
Majesty's  Wish  &  Intention  that  no  Requisition  should 
be  made  by  the  Civil  Magistrate  upon  a  Slight  Ground 
but  only  in  Cases  of  absolute  Necessity  when  every  other 
Effort  has  failed. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

Dartmouth 

Governor  Tryon 


Earl  of  Dartmouth  to  Major  General  Haldimand 

[Copy] 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth  to  Major 
General  Haldimand,  dated  Whitehall  8th  Janry  1774 

I  trust  that  the  Designs  of  those  who  have,  apparently 
from  self  interested  Motives  endeavoured  to  spread  an 
Alarm,  and  to  create  fresh  Disturbances,  in  consequence 
of  the  Importation  of  Teas  by  the  East  India  Company, 
will  prove  abortive. 

If  however,  contrary  to  my  Expectation,  any  Vio- 
lences should  be  committed  and  the  Efforts  of  the  Civil 
Magistrate  should  be  found  insufficient  to  preserve  the 
public  Peace,  it  will  be  your  Duty,  upon  a  proper  Requi- 
sition, and  in  such  Case  only,  to  give  every  reasonable 
Assistance  that  may  have  the  Effect  to  support  his  Au- 
thority, to  protect  the  King's  Subjects  from  Insult  and 
Oppression,  and  remove  any  unlawful  obstruction  that 
may  be  given  to  the  Commerce  of  this  Kingdom. 

In  the  present  State  of  Uncertainty  with  regard  to 
what  may  be  the  Issue  of  this  disagreable  Business,  I 
cannot  say  more  to  you,  and  indeed  the  Sentiments  you 
have  expressed  in  your  former  Dispatches,  in  respect  to 
the  propriety  or  Impropriety  of  employing  a  Military 
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Force  in  Cases  of  Civil  Commotion,  are  so  just,  and  your 
Conduct  in  that  delicate  Situation  has  been  so  temperate 
and  prudent,  as  to  render  any  particular  Instructions 
from  me  on  that  head  unnecessary. 


Directors  of  the  East  India  Company  to  Governor 
William  Tryon 
Sir, 

The  Court  of  Directors  of  the  East  India  Company 
find  with  concern  that  there  is  a  probability  their  agents 
at  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  South  Carolina, 
to  whom  they  have  consigned  the  Company's  Tea  upon 
commission,  will  not  only  be  interrupted  in  executing 
such  commission  for  the  Company,  but  also  that  preju- 
dice hath  marked  some  of  them  by  name,  and  rendered 
them  in  some  degree  exposed  to  the  effects  of  popular  in- 
dignation; we  have  therefore  taken  the  liberty,  at  this 
very  critical  conjuncture,  for  the  greater  safety  of  con- 
veyance, to  enclose  under  cover  to  your  Excellency,  such 
instructions  to  our  Agents  at  New  York,  as  we  deem  nec- 
essary for  their  future  guidance,  which  we  request  may  be 
forwarded  according  to  their  address;  and  we  have  fur- 
ther to  entreat,  that  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to 
give  such  countenance  to  our  said  Agents  as  shall  be 
consistent  with  the  dignity  of  the  high  office  which  you 
hold  under  the  Crown. 
We  are 
Sr 
Your  most  obedient  Humble  Servants 
Signed  by  Order  of  the  Said 
Court  of  Directors 

C.  Michell,  Secry. 
East  India  House  London 
the  8th  January  1774 

His  Excellency  Governour  Tryon 
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Richard  Jackson  to  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and 

Plantations 

[Copy] 

To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  Commissioners 
for  Trade  and  Plantations. 

May  it  please  your  Lordships, 

In  humble  obedience  to  your  Lordships  Commands, 
Signified  to  me  by  Mr  Pownall,  I  have  perused  and  con- 
sidered an  Act  passed  by  the  Governor,  Council,  and 
Assembly  of  the  Province  of  New  York  in  March  1772, 
Intitled, 

"An  Act  for  defraying  a  Moiety  of  the  Expences  Ac- 
crued on  Settling  the  contested  Boundaries  between  the 
"Patented  Lands,  commonly  called  Cheescocks  and 
"Kakiate". 

It  appears  by  the  Preamble  of  this  Act,  that  some  of 
the  Claimants  of  the  Land,  which  is  the  subject  of  it,  are 
absent,  some  Infants,  and  some  of  them  Feme  coverts; 
and  the  Act  provides,  that  the  Assessors  shall  fix  a  Day 
for  the  Payment  of  each  Person's  Part  of  the  Sum  As- 
sessed, not  more  than  four  Months,  nor  less  than  Six 
Weeks  Distance  from  the  time  of  Assessment;  and  that, 
in  Default  of  Payment,  his,  her,  or  their  share  of  the 
Undivided  Parts,  or  other  Lot,  or  Parcel  shall  be  sold, 
and  the  overplus,  after  deducting  the  Money  assessed, 
be  paid  to  the  Person,  whose  share  or  Lot  is  Sold. 

Upon  this  part  of  the  Act,  I  cannot  but  observe,  that 
four  Months,  the  longest  time  given  for  Payment,  may 
very  well  chance  to  be  too  little  for  a  Person  absent, 
especially,  in  case  he  be  in  any  part  of  Europe,  but  Great 
Britain;  that  it  seems  to  me,  that  it  would  have  been 
better,  had  the  Act  empowered  the  assessors  to  have  sold 
only  a  sufficient  Part  of  each  Lot,  for  the  Purpose  of 
Payment;  and  that  the  overplus,  if  any,  had  not  been 
directed  to  have  been  paid  to  Infants,  or  Feme  Coverts, 
but  to  some  fit  Persons  in  trust  for  Them. 

I  am  therefore  humbly  of  Opinion,  that,  in  these  Par- 
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ticulars,  this  Act  is  not  proper  in  Point  of  Law,  unless  it 
should  be  made  out  to  your  Lordships  satisfaction,  that, 
as  facts  exist,  No  Inconvenience  can  arise  from  this  Pro- 
vision. Should  the  shares  and  Lots  be  of  very  incon- 
siderable Value,  this  Circumstance  will  certainly  weigh 
with  your  Lordships  against  objections  to  an  Act,  which 
is  palpably  of  Public  utility. 

Which  is  humbly  submitted  by, 

My  Lords, 
Your  Lordships  most  obedient  most  humble  Servant 

Rd.  Jackson 
13th  Janry  1774 


David  Pryce  to  John  Pownall 
[Copy] 

27th  Janry  1774 
Sir, 

Having  had  the  honor  during  the  late  War  to  serve  under 
General  Sr  Jeffery  Amherst  as  Agent  to  Transports  in 
America,  in  which  station  I  made  a  Saving  to  Govern- 
ment of  One  Hundred  &  Sixty  Thousand  Pounds;  His 
Majesty  was  pleased  for  this  Service  to  give  me  a  Grant 
of  5000  Acres  of  Land  in  the  province  of  New  York,  dated 
the  3d  of  May  1769,  and  by  a  Proclamation  I  was  intitled 
to  5000  Acres  more  as  an  Officer  who  had  served  in 
America,  but  as  yet  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  a  foot 
of  Land  on  either  of  these  Grants;  and  as  by  Intelligence 
from  my  Agent  at  New  York  I  find  there  is  a  Gore  of 
Land  of  about  2000  Acres  laying  on  Hudson's  River;  I 
humbly  request  you  Sir  to  be  pleased  to  obtain  from  Lord 
Dartmouth  for  me,  an  Order  to  the  Governor  of  New 
York  to  give  me  by  the  Hands  of  my  Agent  a  Grant  of  all 
those  Lands  not  already  granted  by  the  Crown  and  laying 
between  the  Manor  of  Livingston  &  Col.  Beekman's 
Patent  of  Rienbeck  on  Hudson's  River.  Upon  receipt  of 
which  would  give  up  my  Title  to  the  above  Lands  already 
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granted  and  esteem  your  Service  in  this  Affair  as  a  par- 
ticular favor  conferred  on, 
Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  &  very  humble  Servant 

Dav*  Pryce 

John  Pownall  Esq1* 


From  William  Knox 

Whitehall  2d  February  1774 
Sir 

I  send  you  Inclosed  printed  Copies  of  His  Majesty's 
Speech  to  His  Parliament  at  the  opening  of  the  Session 
on  the  13th  ultimo;  and  of  the  Addresses  of  both  Houses 
in  answer  thereto. 
I  am  Sir 

Your  most  obedient  Humble  Servant 
,  xr     v  ,  W.  Knox 

Governor  of  New  York 


Instructions  Issued  to  Governor  William  Tryon  Con- 
cerning Grants  of  Land 

[Copy] 

Additional  Instructions  to   Our   Trusty 

and  Welbeloved  William  Tryon  Esquire 

Our  Captain  General  and  Governor  in 

Chief  of  Our  Province  of  New  York  and 

GEORGE  R.     the    Territories    depending    thereon    in 

(L.  S.)  America;  or  to  the  Commander  in  Chief 

of  Our  said  Province  for  the  time  being. 

Given  at  Our  Court  at  S*  James's  the 

third   day    of   February    1774.      In   the 

Fourteenth  Year  of  Our  Reign. 

Whereas  by  Our  Commission  to  you  under  Our  Great 

Seal  of  Great  Britain  bearing  date  the of 

in  the Year  of  Our  Reign,  you  are 

authorized  and  impowered  with  the  Advice  &  Consent  of 
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Our  Council  for  Our  said  Province  of  New  York  under 
your  Government,  to  settle  and  agree  with  the  Inhabit- 
ants of  Our  said  Province  for  such  Lands,  Tenements  & 
Hereditaments,  as  now  are  or  hereafter  shall  be  in  our 
power  to  dispose  of,  and  them  to  grant  to  any  person  or 
persons  upon  such  terms,  and  under  such  moderate  Quit 
Rents,  Services  &  Acknowledgements  to  be  thereupon 
reserved  unto  Us,  as  you  by  and  with  the  Advice  afore- 
said, shall  think  fit;  And  Whereas  the  directions  for  the 
due  Execution  of  the  said  powers  &  authorities  contained; 
as  well  in  Our  General  Instructions  to  you  accompany- 
ing Our  said  Commission  as  in  other  additional  Instruc- 
tions, which  may  have  been  given  to  you  from  time  to 
time,  respecting  the  mode  of  granting  Lands  within  Our 
said  Province,  and  the  terms  &  conditions,  on  which  the 
said  Grants  were  to  be  made  &  passed,  have  been  found 
to  be  inadequate,  improper,  and  inconvenient;  We  have 
therefore  thought  fit  with  the  Advice  of  Our  Privy  Coun- 
cil to  revoke  and  annul,  and  We  do  hereby  revoke  and 
annul,  all  and  every  part  of  the  said  Instructions,  and 
every  matter  &  thing  therein  contained,  in  so  far  forth  as 
they  relate  to  the  laying  out  and  passing  Grants  of  Land 
within  Our  said  Province,  and  to  the  Terms  &  Condi- 
tions upon  which  the  said  Grants  are  to  be  made.  And 
it  is  Our  further  Will  and  Pleasure,  and  We  do  hereby 
direct  and  appoint,  that  the  following  Rules  &  Regula- 
tions be  henceforth  strictly  and  punctually  observed  in 
the  laying  out,  allotting,  and  granting,  such  Lands,  Tene- 
ments, and  Hereditaments,  as  now  are  or  hereafter  shall 
be  in  our  power  to  dispose  of  within  Our  said  Province, 
That  is  to  say, 

First,  That  you  Our  said  Governor,  or  Our  Governor 
or  Commander  in  Chief  of  Our  said  Province  for  the  time 
being,  with  the  Advice  and  Assistance  of  Our  Lieutenant 
Governor  of  Our  said  Province,  our  Surveyor  General  of 
Lands  for  the  Northern  District  of  N.  America,  Our  Sec- 
retary, Our  Surveyor  General  of  Lands,  and  Our  Re- 
ceiver General  of  Our  Quit-Rents  for  Our  said  Province 
of  New  York  or  any  three  of  them  do  from  time  to  time, 
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and  at  such  times  as  you  shall  with  the  Advice  aforesaid 
judge  most  convenient,  cause  actual  Surveys  to  be  made 
of  such  parts  of  Our  said  Province  not  already  granted  or 
disposed  of,  the  Settlement  &  Improvement  whereof  you 
shall  think  will  be  most  advantageous  to  the  public  inter- 
est and  welfare;  taking  care,  that  such  districts,  so  to  be 
surveyed,  and  laid  out  as  aforesaid,  be  divided  into  such  a 
number  of  Lots  (each  Lot  to  contain  not  less  than  One 
Hundred,  nor  more  than  one  thousand  Acres)  as  our  said 
Surveyor  General  shall  judge  best  adapted  to  the  nature 
and  situation  of  the  District  so  to  be  surveyed. 
2d.  That  when  the  said  Survey  shall  have  been  made,  a 
Map  of  the  District  so  surveyed,  with  the  several  Lots 
marked  and  numbered  thereon,  be  hung  up  in  Our  Sec- 
retary's office  within  Our  said  Province,  and  Duplicates 
thereof  transmitted  to  Us  by  One  of  Our  Principal  Secre- 
taries of  State,  and  to  Our  Commissioners  of  Our  Treas- 
ury, accompanied  with  a  Report  in  writing,  signed  by 
Our  said  Surveyor  General,  descriptive  of  the  nature  and 
advantages  not  only  of  the  whole  District  in  general,  but 
also  of  each  particular  Lot. 

3d.  That  so  soon  as  the  said  Survey  shall  have  been  made 
and  returned  as  aforesaid,  You  Our  said  Governor,  or 
Commander  in  Chief  of  Our  said  Province  for  the  Time 
being  do  with  the  Advice  of  our  Council  of  Our  said  Prov- 
ince, and  of  the  officers  herein  before  mentioned,  appoint 
such  time  and  place  for  the  sale  and  disposal  of  the  Lands 
contained  within  the  said  Survey  to  the  best  Bidder  as 
you  and  they  shall  think  most  convenient  and  proper; 
giving  previous  notice  hereof  at  least  four  months  be- 
fore such  Sale  by  printed  Advertisements  to  be  published 
not  only  within  Our  said  Province,  but  also  in  the  other 
neighbouring  Provinces,  and  that  you  do  proceed  to  such 
Sales  at  the  times  appointed,  unless  you  shall  first  re- 
ceive directions  from  us  to  the  contrary  under  Our  Signet 
and  Sign  Manual,  or  by  Our  Order  in  Our  Privy  Council 
4th.  That  you  Our  said  Governor  or  Our  Governor  or 
Commander  in  Chief  of  Our  said  Province  for  the  time 
being  do,  with  the  Advice  &  Assistance  aforesaid,  fix  the 
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price  per  Acre,  at  which  the  several  Lots  shall  be  put  up 
to  sale  according  to  the  Quality  and  Condition  thereof; 
taking  care  that  no  Lot  is  put  up  at  such  sale  at  a  less 
price  than  six  pence  per  Acre ;  and  all  such  Lots  are  to  be 
sold,  subject  to  a  Reservation  to  Us,  Our  Heirs,  and  Suc- 
cessors of  an  annual  Quit  Rent  of  One  Half  penny  ster- 
ling per  Acre. 

5th.  That  the  printed  Advertisement  containing  notice  of 
the  time  and  place  of  sale  so  to  be  published  as  aforesaid 
be  as  full  and  explicit  as  may  be,  as  well  in  respect  to  the 
Number  &  Contents  of  the  Lots  to  be  sold,  as  the  terms  & 
conditions  on  which  they  are  to  be  put  up  to  sale,  and  the 
general  situation  of  the  Lands,  and  the  Advantages  & 
Conveniency  thereof. 

6th.  That  the  person  who  at  such  sale  shall  bid  most  for 
any  Lot,  shall  be  the  purchaser,  and  shall,  upon  payment 
of  the  purchase  money  into  the  Hands  of  Our  Receiver 
General  or  his  deputy,  who  is  to  attend  at  such  Sales, 
receive  from  him  a  Bill  of  Sale  of  the  Lot  or  Lots  so 
purchased,  upon  producing  whereof  to  you  Our  Governor, 
or  to  Our  Governor  or  Commander  in  Chief  of  Our  said 
Province  for  the  time  being,  he  shall  be  forthwith  entitled 
to  a  Grant  in  fee  simple  of  the  Land,  so  purchased  as 
aforesaid  by  Letters  Patent  under  Our  public  Seal  of  Our 
said  Province  subject  to  no  Conditions  or  Reservations 
whatever,  other  than  except  the  payment  to  Us,  Our 
Heirs  and  Successors  of  the  annual  Quit  Rent  of  One 
Halfpenny  per  Acre  as  aforesaid,  and  also  of  all  Mines  of 
Gold,  Silver,  or  precious  stones. 

7th.  That  the  fees  to  be  paid  by  purchasers  of  Land  in 
manner  herein  before  recited  be  such  as  are  allowed  by 
Law  and  no  other  and  that  neither  Our  Governor,  or 
Commander  in  Cheif  of  Our  said  Province,  or  any  other 
Officer  or  Officers  intrusted  with  the  Execution  of  these 
Our  Instructions  do  for  the  present,  and  until  some  other 
Arrangement  be  made  for  that  purpose  take  any  other 
or  greater  fees. 

And  it  is  Our  further  Will  and  Pleasure  that  neither 
you  Our  Governor,  nor  Our  Governor  or  Commander  in 
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Chief  of  Our  said  Province  for  the  time  being  do,  upon 
any  pretence  whatever,  presume  to  grant  any  Lands, 
Tenements,  or  Hereditaments  within  Our  said  Province 
which  are  in  our  power  to  dispose  of;  upon  any  other 
terms  or  in  any  other  manner  than  as  herein  before  re- 
cited, without  Our  express  Authority  for  that  purpose 
under  Our  Signet  and  Sign  Manual,  or  by  Our  Order  in 
Our  Privy  Council,  except  only  in  the  case  of  such  Com- 
mission Officers,  and  Soldiers  as  are  entitled  to  Grants  of 
Land  in  Virtue  of  Our  Royal  Proclamation  of  the  7th  of 
October  1763,  to  whom  such  Grants  are  to  be  made  & 
passed  in  the  proportions,  and  under  the  Conditions  pre- 
scribed in  the  said  Proclamation. 

And  it  is  Our  further  Will  and  Pleasure  that  in  all 
Districts,  which  shall  hereafter  be  surveyed  in  order  to  a 
Sale  of  the  Lands  in  manner  herein  before  recited,  there 
be  a  reservation  of  such  parts  thereof  as  shall  appear  from 
the  Report  of  the  Surveyor  to  be  necessary  for  public 
uses. 

And  it  is  Our  further  Will  and  Pleasure  that  you  our 
said  Governor,  or  Our  Governor,  or  Commander  in  Chief 
of  Our  said  Province  for  the  time  being,  do  from  time  to 
time,  and  as  often  as  any  Survey  or  Sale  of  Lands  shall  be 
made  in  manner  before  mentioned,  make  a  full  and  par- 
ticular Report  to  Us  by  One  of  Our  Principal  Secretaries 
of  State,  of  all  proceedings  in  regard  thereto,  together 
with  a  state  of  the  Expences  attending  the  said  Survey 
and  Sales;  and  your  or  their  opinion  of  the  Allowances 
it  may  be  proper  to  make  on  that  Account,  to  the  end  and 
intent  that  We  may  take  such  Orders  therein,  as  shall 
appear  to  be  reasonable  and  proper.  G.  R. 


Earl  of  Dartmouth  to  Governor  William  Tryon 

(No.  17)  Whitehall  February  5th  1774 

Sir, 

On  the  10th  of  last  Month  I  received  your  letters  Ns 
56,  57  &  58  which  were  immediately  laid  before  the  King; 
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and  I  have  also  laid  before  His  Majesty  a  letter,  which  I 
received  from  you  yesterday,  containing  the  very  dis- 
agreeable account  of  the  Government  House  at  New- 
York  having  been  destroyed  by  Fire. 

I  am  extremely  concerned  for  the  Loss  you  have  sus- 
tained by  the  Destruction  of  your  Furniture  and  Papers, 
rejoicing  at  the  same  time  that,  in  a  Situation  of  such 
danger  and  Distress,  the  Consequences  were  not  more 
fatal  to  Yourself  or  Family. 

The  advice,  given  by  the  Council  on  the  1st  of  Decem- 
ber, upon  the  Memorial  of  the  Persons  to  whom  the  East 
India  Company  had  consigned  their  Tea,  is  a  Proof  of 
their  attention  to  the  Preservation  of  the  public  Peace, 
without  giving  up  the  Dignity  of  Government,  and  the 
King  approves  the  Measure  you  took  in  consequence 
thereof. 

The  Informations  however  which  I  have  since  received 
of  what  appears  to  be  the  Spirit  of  the  People,  on  hear- 
ing of  the  Destruction  of  the  Tea  at  Boston,  leaves  room 
to  fear  that  the  landing  of  the  Tea,  should  it  be  at- 
tempted, may  be  attended  with  greater  Difficulty  than 
was  to  be  expected;  but  I  am  persuaded,  Sir,  that  your 
Fortitude  will  not  suffer  you  to  yield  to  the  like  Insults, 
as  have  been  offered  to  the  Authority  of  this  Kingdom  in 
other  Places. 

What  has  already  happened,  on  occasion  of  the  Im- 
portation of  Teas  by  the  East  India  Company  into  some 
of  the  Colonies,  is  of  the  most  alarming  nature,  and  I 
have  it  in  command  from  the  King  to  acquaint  you,  that 
it  is  His  Majesty's  firm  Resolution,  upon  the  unanimous 
advice  of  His  Confidential  Servants,  to  pursue  such 
Measures  as  shall  be  effectual  for  securing  the  Depend- 
ence of  the  Colonies  upon  this  Kingdom. 
I  am,  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

Dartmouth 

Governor  Tbyon 
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Earl  of  Dartmouth  to  Governor  William  Tryon 

Whitehall  5th  Febry  1774 
Sir, 

The  Case  of  Captain  David  Pryce  as  stated  in  the  in- 
closed Copy  of  a  Letter  to  Mr  Pownall,  has  been  very 
earnestly  recommended  to  me  by  my  Friends  General 
Conway  and  Mr  Hans  Stanley,  and  indeed  it  does  appear 
to  me  to  merit  Attention. 

What  he  proposes  appears  to  me  so  reasonable,  that 
I  cannot  refuse  his  Request  of  recommending  it  to  your 
Consideration  and  if  the  two  Thousand  Acres  on  Hud- 
son's River,  of  which  he  is  desirous  to  have  a  Grant  in 
lieu  of  his  Claim  to  more  than  double  that  Quantity,  can 
be  conveyed  to  him  without  prejudice  to  the  Right  of 
others,  I  am  persuaded  you  will  think  proper  to  comply 
with  his  Request,  and  by  so  doing  you  will  serve  a  very 
faithful  officer,  and  oblige, 
Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  Humble  Servant 
_  Dartmouth 

Governor  Tryon 


Earl  of  Dartmouth  to  Governor  of  New  York 

Circular  Whitehall  5th  Febry  1774 

Sir, 

I  am  commanded  by  the  King  to  transmit  to  You  the 
inclosed  Additional  Instruction,  containing  Directions  for 
your  future  Conduct  in  the  Disposal  of  His  Majesty's 
Land. 

His  Majesty  considers  the  object  of  these  Instructions 
as  a  Matter  of  the  highest  Importance  to  the  public  In- 
terests, and  as  the  good  effect  of  the  Measure  depends  so 
much  upon  a  faithful  Execution  of  them,  I  have  no  doubt 
that  you  will  be  particularly  attentive  to  discharge  your 
Duty  to  the  King  with  Honor  &  Fidelity,  and  that  every 
Attempt  that  may  be  made  from  interested  Motives  to 
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defeat  this  Plan  will  be  resisted  with  Firmness  &  Resolu- 
tion. 

It  is  not  the  King's  Intention  that  those  who  have 
hitherto  obtained  Orders  in  Council  for  Lands  in  America, 
and  have  not  yet  located  them,  should  be  precluded  by 
this  Plan  from  carrying  those  Orders  into  execution,  con- 
formable to  the  Directions  contained  therein,  nor  is  it 
meant  to  preclude  any  Claim  to  a  Grant  of  Lands  founded 
on  any  antecedent  Step  that  can,  in  Equity,  give  a  title 
to  such  Grant. 

It  is  intended  that  in  every  case  where  a  Warrant  of 
Survey  has  been  obtained,  the  Grant  shall  be  completed, 
provided  however  that  in  no  case  whatever  the  Location 
be  allowed  either  upon  Lands  which,  by  Instructions  you 
have  already  received,  you  are  restrained  from  granting, 
or  upon  any  Tracts  that  shall  have  been  surveyed  for 
Sale,  comformable  to  the  Orders  now  given  to  you. 
I  am, 
Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  Humble  servant 

Gov'  of  New  York  DARTMOUTH 


Lord  Barrington  to  Governor  William  Try  on 

Cavendish  Square  Feb  28th  1774 
Sir, 

Mr  Chamier  brother  to  my  friend  &  fellow  Labourer 
the  Deputy  Secretary  at  War,  is  appointed  to  succeed  the 
late  Mr  Leake  as  Commissary  of  stores  in  North  America. 
He  will  have  frequent  occasion  to  reside  at  New  York, 
where  I  hope  he  will  behave  so  as  to  merit  your  Excel- 
lencys  good  opinion.  Every  mark  of  your  regard  &  pro- 
tection of  him  will  be  a  real  obligation  &  favour  confer'd 
on  me.  He  is  a  Gentleman  who  has  gone  thro'  life  with 
the  best  reputation,  and  is  now  in  Maryland  where  he  has 
resided  some  years. 

I  heard  with  the  utmost  concern  the  account  of  the 
late  fire  at  the  Castle  of  New  York  &  of  the  great  losses 
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it  has  occasion'd  to  you:  I  reflect  however  with  much 
comfort  that  you  &  your  family  so  happily  escaped.  I 
beg  you  will  believe  me  to  be  with  the  most  perfect  truth 
&  Esteem 

Dear  Sir 
Your  Excellency's  most  faithful  &  obedient  humble  Servt 

Barrington 

Govr  Tryon 


Earl  of  Dartmouth  to  Governor  William  Tryon 

(No.  18)  Whitehall  2d  March  1774 

Sir, 

Since  my  letter  to  you  of  the  5th  of  last  Month,  I  have 
received  your  dispatches  Ns  2,  3,  4  &  5  and  have  laid  them 
before  the  King. 

As  your  letter  No.  2  relates  to  a  matter  which  must 
remain  for  discussion  upon  your  Arrival  here,  and  as  no 
final  Resolution  has  as  yet  been  taken  upon  what  has 
passed  in  America,  respecting  the  Teas  sent  thither  for 
Sale  by  the  East  India  Company,  I  have  not  at  present 
any  thing  in  Command  from  the  King  on  the  subject  of 
those  Dispatches,  but  I  must  lament  that  the  Body  of  the 
People  within  your  Province  should  have  been  so  influ- 
enced by  the  audacious  Insult,  offered  to  the  authority  of 
this  Kingdom  at  Boston,  that  in  your  Opinion  the  landing 
those  Teas  at  New  York  could  be  effected  only  under  the 
Protection  of  the  Point  of  the  Bayonet,  &  Muzzle  of  the 
Cannon. 

I  am,  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

Dartmouth 

P.S.    Just  as  I  was  closing 
my  letter  I  received  your 
dispatch  of  the  2d  Febry,  to  which 
I  can  now  say  nothing  more,  than 
express  my  Concern  for  the  present 
ill  state  of  your  Health,  &  my 
hopes  that  your  intended  Voyage  to 
England  will  perfectly  restore  you. 
Governor  Tryon 
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Earl  of  Dartmouth  to  Governor  of  New  York 

Circular  Whitehall  2d  March  1774 

Sir, 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  you  that,  The  Queen 
was,  on  Thursday  last,  happily  brought  to  bed  of  a 
Prince;  and  that  Her  Majesty  is  as  well  as  can  be  desired, 
and  the  young  Prince  in  perfect  Health. 

I  most  heartily  congratulate  you  upon  this  increase 
of  the  Royal  Family,  an  Event  which  gives  the  greatest 
satisfaction  to  all  His  Majesty's  Subjects. 
I  am  Sir, 
Your  most  Obedient  Humble  Servant 

Governor  of  New  York  DARTMOUTH 


Message  of  George  HI  to  Parliament 

[Copy] 
GEORGE  R.  L     P,yJ 

His  Majesty,  upon  Information  of  the  unwarrantable 
Practices  which  have  been  lately  concerted  and  carried 
on  in  N°.  America  &  particularly  of  the  violent  and  out- 
rageous Proceedings  at  the  Town  and  Port  of  Boston  in 
the  Province  of  Massachusets  Bay,  with  a  View  to  ob- 
structing the  commerce  of  this  Kingdom  &  upon  grounds 
&  Pretences  immediately  subversive  of  the  Constitution 
thereof,  has  thought  fit  to  lay  the  whole  matter  before  His 
two  Houses  of  Parliament,  fully  confiding,  as  well  in  their 
Zeal  for  the  Maintenance  of  His  Majesty's  Authority,  as 
in  their  attachment  to  the  common  Interest  and  Welfare 
of  all  His  Dominions  that  they  will  not  only  enable  His 
Majesty  effectually  to  take  such  Measures  as  may  be 
most  likely  to  put  an  immediate  stop  to  the  present  Dis- 
orders, but  will  also  take  into  their  most  serious  Con- 
sideration what  farther  Regulations  and  permanent  Pro- 
visions may  be  necessary  to  be  established  for  better  se- 
curing the  Execution  of  the  Laws,  and  the  just  Depend- 
ence of  the  Colonies  upon  the  Crown  and  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain.  G.  R. 

YOL.  VII 
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Resolution  of  House  of  Lords  in  Answer  to  His  Majesty's 

Message 

[Copy] 

House  of  Lords 
7th  March  1774 

Ordered,  That  an  Humble  Address  be  presented  to  His 
Majesty  to  return  His  Majesty  the  Thanks  of  this  House 
for  his  Majesty's  Gracious  Message  and  for  the  Com- 
munication His  Majesty  hath  been  graciously  pleased  to 
make  to  this  House  of  several  papers  relative  to  the 
present  state  of  some  of  His  Majesty's  Colonies  in  North 
America. 

To  assure  His  Majesty  that  this  House  truly  sensible 
that  the  Peace  and  good  Government  of  the  Colonies  and 
the  preventing  any  obstructions  there,  to  the  Commerce 
of  this  Kingdom  are  objects  of  their  most  serious  atten- 
tion, will  enter  upon  the  Consideration  of  these  papers 
with  an  earnest  desire  to  make  such  provisions  as  upon 
mature  deliberation  shall  appear  necessary  and  expedient 
for  securing  the  just  Dependance  of  the  said  Colonies 
upon  the  Crown  and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  and 
for  enforcing  a  due  obedience  to  the  Laws  of  this  King- 
dom throughout  all  His  Majesty's  Dominions. 


Resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  Answer  to  His 
Majesty's  Message 

[Copy] 

_      ,      .  House  of  Commons  7th  March  1774 

Resolved, 

That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  His  Majesty, 

to  return  His  Majesty  the  Thanks  of  this  House,  for  His 

Majesty's  Gracious  Message;  and  for  the  Communication 

His  Majesty  hath  been  graciously  pleased  to  make  to  this 

House,  of  several  Papers  relative  to  the  present  State  of 

some  of  His  Majesty's  Colonies  in  North  America. 
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To  assure  His  Majesty  that  this  House  will,  without 
delay,  proceed  to  take  into  their  most  serious  Considera- 
tion His  Majesty's  said  most  gracious  Message,  together 
with  the  Papers  accompanying  the  same;  &  will  not  fail 
to  exert  every  means  in  their  Power,  of  effectually  pro- 
viding for  Objects  so  Important  to  the  general  Welfare, 
as  maintaining  the  due  Execution  of  the  Laws,  and  se- 
curing the  just  Dependance  of  His  Majesty's  Colonies 
upon  the  Crown  &  Parliament  of  Great  Britain. 


John  Pownall  to  Governor  of  New  York 

Circular  Whitehall  10th  March  1774 

Sir, 

His  Majesty  having  thought  fit  to  lay  before  the  two 
Houses  of  Parliament  the  Advices  which  have  been  re- 
ceived relative  to  the  late  Disturbances  in  some  of  the 
Colonies,  inclosed  I  send  you,  by  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth's 
Directions,  Copies  of  His  Majesty's  Message  accompany- 
ing those  Papers,  and  of  the  Resolutions  of  both  Houses 
which  followed  thereupon. 
I  am, 
Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

J.  Pownall 

Govr  of  New  York 


From  Michael  Collinson 

Manchester  Bss  March  11th  1774 
Dear  Sir 

Your  most  acceptable  Favour  of  the  2nd  of  December 
is  come  to  hand,  and  you  may  be  assured,  afforded  me  the 
greatest  Satisfaction,  under  the  Idea  that  every  thing  is 
settled  to  your  Content  with  Lord  Dunmore,  and  I  flatter 
myself  will  remain  so,  as  I  cannot  learn  there  is  any  In- 


218  THE  COLDEN  PAPERS— 1765-1775 

tention  here  to  renovate  the  Affair,  and  interrupt  that 
liberal  Retirement  which  I  am  persuaded,  my  dear  Sir, 
all  your  Friends,  cordially  unite  in  wishing  you  the  long 
Enjoyment  of. 

Dr  Franklin  begs  his  respectful  Compliments,  and 
promises  that  he  will  soon  endeavour  to  give  You  his 
Remarks  on  your  curious  Disquisition  at  present  in  his 
hands.  The  Dr  is  but  just  returned  from  a  Month  or 
two's  Ramble  over  part  of  Ireland  and  Scotland  &c  and  is 
of  course  a  little  busy  at  Present. 

Mr  Bartram  of  Philadelphia  mentions,  that  they  have 
had  this  last  Autumn  in  their  Province,  the  greatest 
Number  of  Bears,  Rabbits,  and  Partridges,  as  has  been 
known  for  60  or  70  Years  past; — I  take  it  for  granted  that 
you,  Sir,  have  also  had  some  of  the  same  Visitants  in 
Yours;  where  the  Bears  can  [came?]  from  in  such 
Quantities  is  at  least  surprising  when  we  con[sider  the 
enorjmous  Devastation  that  is  always  [torn] — wards 
indeed  it  could  not  be  wonder [ed  at]  if  in  a  few  Cen- 
turies hence,  notwithstanding  the  vastness  and  depth  of 
N°  America,  the  Breed  should  become  Extinct,  the  same 
may  still  be  sooner  expected  with  regard  to  the  poor 
Beaver,  there  being  an  annual  Sale  here  of  near  50,000 
of  their  Furrs; — and  I  am  firmly  of  the  opinion  with 
Camden,  in  believing  the  Beaver  to  have  been  formerly 
indigenous  to  Britain,  particularly  Wales,  with  wch  I  am 
well  acquainted,  and  wch  furnishes  Lakes,  Rivers,  and 
mountainous  Recesses  in  abundance. 

With  much  Affection  and  Respect  I  rest  dear  Sir 

Yours 

MlCHL  COLLINSON 

P.S.    I  hope  this  will  find  your  amiable 
grandson  Mr  R.  Colden  safe  arrived, 
pray  make  my  Compts  to  him. 

[Indorsed] 
To 

Cadwallader  Colden  Esq1" 
New  York 
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Earl  of  Dartmouth  of  Governor  William  Try  on 

(No.  19)  Whitehall  6th  April  1774 

Sir, 

In  my  private  latter  to  you  by  a  former  Mail,  I  ex- 
pressed a  Wish  that  you  should  not  come  away  from  your 
Government  untill  you  should  be  relieved  by  a  Lieuten- 
ant Governor,  but  having  learnt  from  your  friends  here 
that  your  Disorder  increases  upon  you,  I  must  not  suffer 
that  Restraint  upon  your  Intentions  to  continue  any 
longer,  and  therefore  you  will  consider  Yourself  at  liberty 
to  come  to  England  whenever  it  shall  be  most  convenient 
to  you. 

Colonel  Skeene  having  presented  a  Memorial  to  the 
Lords  of  the  Treasury,  praying  a  Remission  of  the  Quit- 
Rents  payable  from  his  Lands  in  New  York,  I  have  rea- 
son to  believe  their  Lordships  are  well  disposed  to  favor 
his  request;  In  the  meantime  as  he  is  apprehensive  that 
some  process  may  issue  for  inf orcing  the  Payment  of  what 
is  due,  I  should  be  very  glad  if  any  step  might  be  taken 
to  suspend  such  Process,  until  the  Determination  of  the 
Treasury  can  be  known.    I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

Governor  Tryon  DARTMOUTH 


John  Pownall  to  Governor  of  New  York 

Circular  Whitehall  6th  April  1774 

Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth  to  transmit 
to  you  the  inclosed  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  the  pres- 
ent Session,  and  to  desire  you  will  cause  the  same  to  be 
made  public  for  the  information  of  those  who  may  be 
concerned  in  carrying  on  Commerce  with  the  Province  of 
Massachusetts  Bay. 
I  am, 
Sir, 
Your  Most  Obedient  Humble  Servant 

Governor  of  New  York  J.   POWNALL 
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Cadwallader  Colden  to  Earl  of  Dartmouth 

[Copy  in  David  Colden's  handwriting,  unaddressed  and  undated] 

[April  1774?] 

Governor  Tryon,  who  embarks  for  England  in  the 
Packett  which  Sails  at  this  Time,  is  so  able  to  give  your 
Lordship  the  best  account  of  the  State  of  the  Province, 
it  will  be  impertinent  in  Me  to  say  any  Thing  on  the 
Subject.  But  it  is  my  Duty  to  assure  your  Lordship  that 
I  will  most  steadily  Endeavour  to  Administer  the  Gov- 
ernment, now  again  devolving  upon  Me,  in  the  most 
faithfull  Manner  for  his  Majesty's  Service.  I  shall  then 
be  Confident  of  your  Protection  and  Approbation.  The 
long  Series  of  years  through  which  I  have  been  uniformly 
attachd  to  his  Majesty's  Interest  and  the  Authority  of 
Government,  will  I  humbly  hope  bespeak  the  favour  of 
all  the  Kings  Ministers — and  plead  in  my  excuse,  for  the 
trouble  I  am  with  great  reluctance  driven  to  give  your 
Lordship  at  this  Time 

I  entreat  your  Lordship's  perusal  of  the  inclosed 
Paper.  It  is  a  short  account  of  the  Suit  which  Ld  Dun- 
more,  when  Govr  of  this  Province,  ordered  to  be  brought 
against  Me  for  half  the  Salary  and  Perquisites  of  Gov- 
ernment, received  by  Me,  from  the  Death  of  Sir  H. 
Moore,  to  the  Day  of  Ld  Dunmore's  arrival  Here.  I  hope 
the  Principles  upon  which  I  withstood  the  Suit,  &  con- 
tended for  a  Right  to  the  whole  Salary  &  Perquisites,  will 
appear  sufficiently  clear  and  strong,  to  justify  my  Con- 
duct. Indeed  the  unanimous  declaration  of  the  four 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  Province  (when 
called  upon  by  Ld  Dunmore  to  give  their  Opinion  upon 
the  Proceedings  and  Arguments  had  in  the  Suit)  that  I 
had  the  sole  Right  to  all  the  Salary  &  Perquisites  I  had 
received,  and  that  the  King  could  have  no  Interest  in 
either;  together  with  the  concurrent  Sentiments  of  the 
whole  Body  of  the  Law,  as  well  at  the  Bar,  as  on  the 
Bench ;  and  of  every  Person  in  the  Country  who  has  had 
any  opportunity  of  being  acquainted  with  the  Case,  is 
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the  fullest  confirmation  of  the  goodness  of  my  Title.  Yet 
my  Lord  after  a  respite  of  three  Years,  I  am,  to  the 
astonishment  of  every  One  Here,  again  to  be  harrassed 
by  a  new  Suit,  which  I  am  well  informed  Ld  Dunmore 
has  orderd  to  be  brought  against  me  in  his  own  Name. 
His  Lawyers  are  retaind,  and  preparations  are  now  make- 
ing  to  commence  the  Suit.  Your  Lordship  will  at  once 
See  with  what  a  Countenance  of  Oppression  this  new 
Suit  must  make  its  Appearance.  The  Business  has  been 
so  managed  from  the  begining  as  to  give  it  the  colour  of 
being  a  Measure  of  Government.  Every  Idea  of  Oppres- 
sion in  such  a  Case  has  very  bad  Effects  on  the  Minds 
of  the  People.  It  is  beleivd  by  every  Body  Here,  that 
Ld  Dunmore  can  have  no  Confidence  in  the  Merits  of  his 
Cause,  but  that  he  is  so  biassd  by  his  Interest,  as  to  de- 
pend upon  carrying  it  by  Favour,  on  an  Appeal  to  the 
Privy  Council 

My  Lord,  I  have  allready  incurd  an  Expence  of  up- 
wards of  £200  in  the  first  Suit.  This  new  Suit  demon- 
strates that  the  first  was  wantonly  brought.  Yet  I  can 
have  no  Redress  for  my  great  Expence,  trouble  &  Vexa- 
tion. Should  I  be  driven  to  follow  another  Suit,  by  Ap- 
peal, to  the  Privy  Council  Their  Lordships  Judgement  in 
my  Favour  will  not  secure  Me  from  an  unavoidable  Ex- 
pence,  Anxiety  and  Vexation  very  little  suited  to  a  Man 
at  87  years  of  Age 

I  presume  your  Lordship  will,  upon  a  perusal  of  the 
inclosed  Paper,  see  the  Matter  in  such  a  Light,  that  I 
may  venture  to  in  treat  his  Majesty's  graceous  Interpo- 
sition to  prevent  the  Oppression  with  which  I  am  now 
Threatend.  I  am  confident  his  Majesty's  disapprobation, 
signified  in  any  manner  to  Ld  Dunmore,  would  effectually 
protect  Me,  and  efface  the  bad  Impressions  made  on  the 
Minds  of  the  People  by  his  Lordships  Conduct 

It  is  reported  Here  that  Ld  Dunmore  is  makeing  use 
of  his  Interest,  at  this  Time,  to  get  Me  removed  from 
being  L*  GovT  of  the  Province.  I  have  too  much  Confi- 
dence in  his  Majesty's  Goodness,  and  in  your  Lordships 
Integrity,  to  imagine  that,  at  this  late  stage  of  a  Life, 
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through  which  I  have  allways  been  devoted  to  his 
Majesty's  Service,  I  shall  be  dismissd  without  sufficient 
Reason.  I  do  not  Think  it  improbable  that  Ld  Dunmore 
may  endeavour  to  get  Me  removed,  in  order  to  facilitate 
his  oppressive  Suit  against  Me ;  but  this  is  such  a  Reason, 
that  I  am  certain  the  very  Idea  of  it,  will  be  held  in 
Abhorrence  by  your  Lordship. 


Opinion  of  the  Governor's  Council  Concerning  Grants 

of  Land 

[April,  1774  ?] 

His  Honor  the  Leiu1  Governor  desired  the  Opinion  of 

the  Council  upon  the  following  Questions, 

Whether  upon  due  Consideration  of  his  Majesty's 
Instructions  of  the  3d  Feby  last,  and  the  Right  Hon- 
orable the  Earl  of  Dartmouth's  Letter  of  the  5th  of 
the  same  month,  which  have  been  communicated  to 
the  Board  on  the  13th  Instant,  it  appears  to  be  his 
Majestys  Pleasure,  that  any  and  which  of  the  Crown 
Lands  may  be  granted,  without  a  previous  public 
Sale  for  the  use  of  the  crown? 

In  answer  to  which  the  Council  observed  to  his  Honor, 
That  by  the  49th  article  of  the  General  Instructions 
to  his  Excellency  Govr  Tryon,  all  Grants  of  any  Part 
of  the  Land  within  the  District  before  claimed  by 
the  Province  of  New  Hampshire  were  thereby  re- 
strained. 

That  by  the  50th  Article  of  the  said  Instructions, 
there  could  be  no  Grant  now  of  any  Lands  upon  the 
Bank  of  Lake  Champlaine,  to  the  Northward  of 
Crown  Point,  within  the  Claims  of  Persons  holding 
under  the  Crown  of  France,  prior  to  the  Reduction 
of  Canada. 

That  by  the  51st  article  of  the  same  Instructions, 
there  is  a  Prohibition,  against  the  Granting  of  any 
of  the  Lands  ceded  to  the  Crown,  by  the  Indians  in 
the  Congress  at  Fort  Stanwix  on  the  5th  Novr  1768. 
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That  by  the  52d  Article  of  the  said  Instructions, 
the  Grant  of  Woodland  in  the  Vicinity  of  his 
Majesty's  Forts  necessary  for  the  Use  of  the  Garri- 
sons, is  also  prohibited. 

That  by  the  58th  article  of  the  same  Instructions, 
there  can  be  no  immediate  Grant  here  of  escheated 
and  forfeited  Lands. 

That  by  his  Majesty's  Order  of  the  7th  of  April 
last,  all  Grants  of  any  of  the  Crown  Lands  were  for- 
bidden, unless  of  such  as  appear  to  be  specially 
directed  under  the  King's  signet  and  sign  Manual, 
or  by  the  Royal  Order  in  Privy  Council,  except  to 
the  officers  and  soldiers  intitled  by  the  Proclamation 
of  the  7  of  Octr  1763. 

That  Governor  Tryon  informed  the  Board  on  the 

26  of  Jany  last,  that  Lord  Dartmouth  in  a  Letter  of 

the  28  October  preceding,  [i.e.,  1773]  signified  it  to 

be  his  Majesty's  Pleasure,  that  all  Mandamus's  for 

granting  Lands  antecedent  to  the  Order  or  General 

Prohibition  of  the  7th  April,  should  notwithstanding 

the  said  order,  be  carried  into  Execution,  provided 

they  were  presented  before  the  new  arrangem*  then 

under  consideration  should  take  Place. 

And  these  Restraints  considered  and  compared  with  the 

additional  Instructions  of  the  3d  of  February,  and  the 

Letter  accompanying  the  same,  the  Council  observed 

thereon, 

1st  That  tho  the  said  additional  Instructions  ex- 
pressly revoke  all  prior  Instructions  relating  to  the 
Grant  of  Lands,  yet  it  would  be  most  advisable  not 
to  issue  any  Patents  under  the  additional  Instruc- 
tions, for  Lands  affected  by  the  former  Restraints 
antecedent  to  the  order — of  the  7th  of  April;  it  ap- 
pearing from  Lord  Dartmouth's  Letter  to  be  his 
Majestys  Pleasure,  that  in  every  Case,  where  a  War- 
rant of  Survey  has  been  granted,  no  Locations  are  to 
be  made,  upon  Lands  which  the  Governor  is  by  for- 
mer Instructions  restrained  from  granting. 
2ly  That  his  Lordship's  Letter  is  nevertheless  not  to 


224  THE  COLDEN  PAPERS— 1765-1775 

be  interpreted,  to  revive  the  Prohibition  of  the  7  of 
April  revoked  by  the  additional  Instructions,  the 
Letter  shewing  it  to  be  his  Majesty's  most  gracious 
Intention,  that  such  as  have  not  located  Lands  under 
the  Royal  orders,  should  not  be  precluded  from 
carrying  them  into  Execution,  and  that  Patents 
should  also  issue,  to  such  as  have  equitable  Claims  to 
Grants  of  Land,  upon  steps  taken  antecedent  to  the 
additional  Instructions. 

The  Council  therefore  were  of  opinion  that  it  is  his 
Majesty's  Intention,  that  his  Honor  may  proceed  to  grant 
such  Parts  of  the  Crown  Lands,  as  are  not  within  the 
Canada  Claims,  nor  within  the  District  formerly  claimed 
by  New  Hampshire,  nor  within  the  Indian  Cession  of 
1768,  nor  Lands  forfeited  or  echeated,  nor  Woodlands 
necessary  for  the  Kings  Forts;  and  that  such  Patents 
issue  upon  the  Terms  signified  and  directed  by  the  Gen- 
eral Instructions,  except  in  the  Cases  of  officers  and  sol- 
diers petitioning  under  the  Proclamation  of  the  7  of 
Octr  1763;  the  Terms  prescribed  by  the  additional  In- 
structions, appearing  to  the  Council  to  respect  only  such 
Lands  as  are  to  be  sold  for  the  use  of  the  Crown.  And 
as  the  Restraints  in  the  former  Instructions,  extend  to  all 
but  a  remote  Part  of  the  waste  Lands  of  the  Crown,  and 
Parcels  of  small  value,  the  Council  recommended  it  to  his 
Honor,  to  lay  before  his  Majesty,  the  Necessity  of  a 
speedy  Intimation  of  his  Royal  Pleasure,  respecting  the 
Districts  which  are  the  objects  of  the  several  restraining 
Instructions ;  and  especially  those  affected  by  the  Canada 
and  New  Hampshire  Claims,  whose  Delays  may  greatly 
injure  the  Revenue,  and  indanger  the  public  Tranquility 
as  well  as  ruin  the  reduced  officers  and  soldiers  and  others 
to  whom  Patents  were  granted,  under  this  Province,  be- 
fore any  Restrictions  were  issued  by  the  Crown. 

His  Honor  then  for  a  more  explicit  Explanation  of 
the  opinion  of  the  Council  proposed  the  two  following 
Questions 

(1)  Whether  they  concieved  it  to  be  his  Majesty's 
Pleasure  that  the  Lands  purchased  from  the  Indians  by 
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Govr  Tryon  in  1772,  at  the  Expence  of  the  Petitioners  for 
whose  use  those  Purchases  were  made  may  be  granted 
to  them  as  Persons  equitably  intitled  thereto  within  the 
meaning  of  my  Lord  Dartmouth's  Letters  and 

2ly  Whether  they  understood  the  Royal  Restraint  re- 
specting the  New  Hampshire  Lands  to  respect  any  Lands 
on  the  West  side  of  Connecticut  River  that  were  never 
granted  by  New  Hampshire,  or  only  such  Lands  as  were 
granted  under  that  Province,  His  Honor  informing  the 
Council  that  there  were  divers  Petitioners  who  had 
made  Locations  &  obtained  warrants  of  survey  at  a  very 
great  Expence  for  Lands  on  the  west  side  of  Connecticut 
River  that  remain  ungranted  by  both  Provinces  &  not 
within  any  of  the  Grants  made  by  the  French  before  the 
Reduction  of  Canada 


Report  of  Board  of  Trade  on  Two  Acts  of  the  New  York 

Assembly 

[Copy] 

To  the  King's  most  Excellent  Majesty. 

May  it  please  Your  Majesty, 

We  have  had  under  Our  Consideration 
two  Acts  passed  in  Your  Majesty's  Province 
of  New  York  in  February  1773,  intitled, 

"An  Act  to  continue  and  amend  an  Act,  entituled,  an 
"Act  for  the  more  effectual  punishment  of  persons,  who 
"shall  be  guilty  of  any  of  the  Trespasses  therein  men- 
tioned in  the  Cities  of  New  York  &  Albany,  and  Town- 
ship of  Schenectady". 

"An  Act  for  naturalizing  the  several  Persons  therein 
named." 

We  have  likewise  referred  these  Acts  to  Richard  Jack- 
son Esqr.,  one  of  Your  Majesty's  Counsel  at  Law,  for  his 
opinion  thereupon,  who  has  reported  to  Us  in  the  Case 
of  the  former  of  these  Laws,  that  he  conceives  it  to  be 
improper,  in  that  it  provides  for  a  purgation  by  Oath  in 
a  criminal  Matter,  which  is  at  once  contrary  to  the  Genius 
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of  the  Laws  of  this  Country,  and  cannot  but  prove  too 
frequently  an  irresistible  Temptation  to  perjury. 

This  Objection,  which  Mr  Jackson  has  stated  to  the 
Act  in  question,  appears  to  Us  to  have  such  weight,  and 
the  consequences,  to  which  a  Regulation  of  this  sort 
would  most  probably  lead,  ought  with  such  Caution  to  be 
avoided,  that,  altho'  the  Act  is  for  the  Continuance  of 
an  useful  Law,  yet  we  think  it  Our  duty  humbly  to  rec- 
ommend to  Your  Majesty  to  signify  Your  Royal  Disal- 
lowance of  this  Act. 

The  second  Act  is  for  the  Naturalization  of  sundry 
persons  therein  named. 

The  practice  of  naturalizing  Aliens  by  Acts  of  As- 
sembly in  Your  Majesty's  Colonies  and  Plantations  in 
North  America,  and  the  West  Indies,  having  been 
specially  prohibited  by  an  additional  Instruction  from 
your  Majesty  forbidding  Your  Majesty's  Governors  to 
give  their  Assent  to  any  Bill  or  Bills  for  such  Purpose; 
this  Act  falls  under  the  same  description  with  others, 
which  by  Your  Majesty's  Order  In  Council  have  been 
disallowed,  and  which  by  the  Instruction  above  men- 
tioned in  future  are  prohibited :  but  as  it  was  passed  pre- 
vious to  Your  Majesty's  said  Instruction,  and  has  already 
had  its  effect,  We  must  submit  to  Your  Majesty,  whether 
under  those  Circumstances  it  will  be  necessary  for  Your 
Majesty  to  signify  Your  Royal  Disallowance  of  this  Act. 
All  which  is  most  humbly  submitted. 

Dartmouth 
soame  jenyns 
Bamber  Gascoyne 
Robt  Spencer 
Whitehall  May  12th  1774  Whitshed  Keene 


From  William  Tryon 
-p.        fi.  London  30  June  1774 

I  am  than  [k]  full  for  your  remembrance  of  me  and 
wish  I  could  send  you  any  agreeable  news  in  Return,  but 
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the  truth  is  I  am  not  yet  in  the  Secret,  and  the  Ministers 
time  have  been  so  much  occupied  with  the  Quebec  Bill 
that  I  have  done  nothing  More  than  presented  the  Public 
Papers  I  brought  from  N.  York  to  Ld  Dartmouth.  Your 
New  Instruction  for  granting  of  Lands  I  look  upon  as  a 
mere  nullity  in  Effect,  to  say  no  worse  of  it;  and  I  took 
the  liberty  to  assure  Ld  Dartmouth  I  did  not  beleive  it 
could  have  any  operation.  If  I  am  honored  with  a  con- 
sultation it  shall  have  my  Vote  for  another  Complexion. 
I  much  lament  the  Rash  Conduct  of  those  you  Stile  the 
hot  heads;  The  East  India  Company  I  learn  look  up  to 
government  for  the  Damage  they  Sustained  thereby.  By 
accident  only  I  flatter  myself  I  was  instrumental  in  ex- 
tending the  South  line  of  Quebec  government  from  lake 
Champlain  to  Connecticut  River,  established  now  by  Act 
of  Parliament,  a  Circumstance  certainly  gratefull  to  our 
Government  as  it  better  confirms  our  Territorial  Juris- 
diction in  those  parts;  I  must  be  silent  upon  the  grand 
Politics  of  the  times,  the  Crisis  is  arrived,  and  the  choice 
of  War  or  Peace  seems  to  lye  on  your  side  of  the  Water. 
I  shall  speedily  set  out  for  Innbridge  for  the  Benefit  of  the 
Waters,  where  I  shall  hold  myself  in  readiness  to  obey 
any  Summons  of  the  Ministers  and  most  cheerfully  pro- 
mote to  the  utmost  of  my  Power  and  abilities  the  interest 
of  my  Subjects.  I  have  had  an  Audience  of  His  Majesty 
and  was  most  graciously  received,  services  approved,  and 
promises  to  be  considered.  I  beg  to  be  remembered  to  all 
friends  and  especially  to  all  your  family.  I  am  with  Sin- 
cere Esteem  Dr  Sr 

Your  obed*  Serv* 

Lt    GOV'   COLDEN  WM.    TRYON 


From  John  Pownall 

Circular  Whitehall  1st  July  1774 

Sir, 

I  send  you  inclosed,  by  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth's  Di- 
rection, Copies  of  several  Acts,  passed  in  the  last  Session 
of  Parliament,  which  relate  to  America. 
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I  also  inclose  a  Copy  of  His  Majesty's  Most  gracious 
Speech  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  on  Wednesday 
Sennight,  and  am, 
Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

Lieut  Gov'  of  New  York  J.   POWNALL 


From  Earl  of  Dartmouth 
g£  21  Whitehall  July  6th  1774 

I  have  received  your  Letters  Ns  1  &  2  &  have  laid  them 
before  the  King. 

As  there  is  nothing  in  these  Letters  which  requires  any 
particular  Instruction,  I  have  only  to  express  my  Wishes 
that  His  Majesty's  Subjects  of  New  York  may  not  be  led 
into  any  further  rash  and  hasty  Proceedings,  that  may 
expose  them  to  the  just  Resentment  of  Parliament,  and 
that  Persons  of  Credit  and  Character  in  the  Colony  will 
exert  their  Influence  to  put  a  Stop  to  that  licentious  Spirit 
which  has  led  to  Measures  so  disgraceful  to  the  City  of 
New  York. 

Sir  William  Johnson  having  acquainted  me  that  two 
Seneca  Indians  have  been  committed  to  the  Gaol  in 
Tryon  County  as  Accomplices  in  the  Murder  of  four 
Frenchmen  in  the  last  Year,  His  Majesty  is  graciously 
pleased,  upon  report  to  him  of  the  Circumstances  of  their 
Case,  to  signify  His  Pleasure  that  they  be  both  set  at 
liberty  forthwith,  and  you  will  not  fail  to  take  the  proper 
steps  for  that  purpose. 

It  being  under  Consideration  to  re-establish  the  Mili- 
tary Posts,  either  at  Crown  Point,  or  Ticonderoga,  or  at 
both,  it  is  the  King's  Pleasure  that  the  Lands  reserved  by 
Sir  Jefferey  Amherst  for  the  Convenience  and  Accommo- 
dation of  those  Posts,  be  excepted  out  of  any  future  Sales, 
or  Grants  of  Lands  whatever. 
I  am  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 
Lieut.  Govr.  Colden  Dartmouth 
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ACCOUNT  OF  FEES  RECEIVED  IN  THE  PREROGATIVE  OF- 
FICE FOR  AFFIXING  THE  SEAL  OF  THE  SAID  OFFICE,  DUE 
TO  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  THE  PROVINCE  OF  NEW  YORK, 
FROM  THE  8  JULY  1774  to  the  31st  OCTOBER  FOLLOWING, 
BOTH  DAYS  INCLUSIVE. 


1774 

8 

Lye  for  Peter  Helme 

10. 

July 

« 

Lye  for  John  Cooper 

10. 

it 

Lye  for  Hewlet  Townsend 

10. 

9 

Lye  for Wilkins 

10. 

it 

Lye  for  Myndert  Schuyler  TenEyck 

10. 

it 

Lye  for  Anthony  Simon 

10. 

tt 

Lye  for  George  Robinson 

10. 

13 

Lye  for  Aymar 

10. 

14 

Lye  for Roosevelt 

10. 

tt 

Lye  for Cozine 

10. 

16 

Lye  for  Josiah  Hallock 

10. 

it 

Lye  for  I.  D.  Vosburgh 

10. 

tt 

Lye  for  Solomon  Syles 

10. 

21 

Lye  for  Christian  Stamler 

10. 

22 

Lye  for  Paul  Hick 

10. 

23 

Lye  for  Benjamin  Hunt 

10. 

25 

Lye  for  Jacob  Hicks 

10. 

tt 

Lye  for  — —  Clap 

10. 

26 

Lye  for  Robert  Harper 

10. 

27 

Lye  for  Richard  Skellorn 

10. 

28 

Lye  for  Daniel  Wingfield 

10. 

tt 

Admr  on  the  estate  of  Lyle  Hodge 

10. 

29 

Lye  for  Hendrick  Bratt 

10. 

30 

Admr  Christopher  Kilby 

10. 

Aug. 

2 

Lye  for  Lawrence  Fish 

10. 

it 

Lye  for  Daniel  Green 

10. 

3 

Lye  for  James  McMichael 

10. 

5 

Lye  for  Nathaniel  Godwin 

10. 

6 

Lye  for  Abraham  A.  Lansingh 

10. 

10 

Lye  for  John  Houston 

10. 

12 

Lye  for  Thomas  Hunt 

10. 

13 

Probate  of  Mary  Tiebouts  Will 

10. 

« 

Lye  for  Joseph  Cale 

10. 

17 

Lye  for  Hans  Jury  Marquat 

10. 

« 

Lye  for  Simon  Johnson  Myer 

10. 

it 

Dupt.  Probate  of  Is.  Doughty  Will 

10. 

18 

Lye  for  Lambert  Moore 

10. 

19 

Lye  for  Christian  Henderbergher 

10. 

20 

Probate  John  Beekman 

10. 

22 

Lye  for  Abraham  StoothofF 

10. 

tt 

Lye  for  Andrew  Layton 

10. 

23 

Lye  for  Jonathan  Fowler 

10. 

u 

Lye  for  Roger  Haddock 

10. 

24 

Lye  for  Robert  Tully 

10. 

it 

Lye  for  David  Morris 

10. 

25 

Probate  James  Ryders  Will 

10. 

tt 

Lye  for  Hezekiah  Ivers 

10. 

26 

Lye  for  Manual  Joseph 

10. 

27 

Probate  Chas.  Brodheads  Will 

10. 

29 

Lye  for  Aaron  Gilbert 

10. 

it 

Lye  for  Nicholas  Groesbeck 

10. 
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Aug. 

30 

Probate  Sr  Wm.  Johnson's  Will 

10. 

31 

Admr  Estate  of  John  Wells 

10. 

Sep. 

1 

Lye  for  Henry  Ogden 

10. 

2 

Lye  for  Peter  McKie 

10. 

u 

Probate  John  Deforests  Will 

10. 

3 

Lye  for  Henry  O'Brien 

10. 

tt 

Lye  for  George  Vale 

10. 

5 

Lye  for  Robert  Morrell 

10. 

u 

Lye  for  John  H.  Kip 

10. 

u 

Admr  Estate  of  James  Turner 

10. 

6 

Lye  for  John  West 

10. 

7 

Lye  for  Samuel  Swart 

10. 

« 

Lye  for  Simon  Van  Wagenen 

10. 

u 

Probate  G.  VanAken's  Will 

10. 

a 

Lye  for  Charick  V.  Keuren 

10. 

9 

Lye  for  John  Van  Loon 

10. 

12 

Probate  Henry  Livingston's  Will 

10. 

13 

Admr  Estate  of  Thomas  Cooper 

10. 

14 

Lye  for  David  Valentine 

10. 

15 

Lye  for  Isaac  Badew 

10. 

tt 

Admr  Estate  of  James  Barnes 

10. 

tt 

Lye  for  John  Webb 

10. 

a 

Lye  for  John  Coleman 

10. 

tt 

Lye  for  James  Farquhar 

10. 

16 

Admr  Estate  of Jones 

10. 

17 

Lye  for  Thomas  Bruce 

10. 

tt 

Lye  for  Leonard  Fisher 

10. 

u 

Admr  Estate  of  Isaac  Depeyster 

10. 

19 

Lye  for  Hugh  Sinclair 

10. 

tt 

Lye  for  Thomas  Hunt 

10. 

tt 

Lye  for  DeWint 

10. 

21 

Lye  for  Peter  Hawk 

10. 

tt 

Lye  for  Joseph  Cox 

10. 

22 

Lye  for  Garret  Abm  Lansingh 

10. 

« 

Prob.  Ann  Depeysters  Will 

10. 

u 

Lye  for  Cook  Mulligan 

10. 

M 

Lye  for  John  Reade 

10. 

« 

Lye  for  James  Aymar 

10. 

23 

Probate  Robt.  Etheringtons  Will 

10. 

24 

Lye  for  John  Stout 

10. 

28 

Lye  for  Jacobus  Emmans 

10. 

29 

Lye  for  Garret  DeBow 

10. 

u 

Lye  for  Peter  Goff 

10. 

30 

Lye  for  Roger  McNeal 

10. 

« 

Lye  for  William  Bailey 

10. 

Octr 

1 

Lye  for  David  Schoonmaker 

10. 

« 

Lye  for  William  Crissy 

10. 

« 

A.dmr  Estate  of  Alex.  Hughston 

10. 

3 

Lye  for  John  Cowenhoven 

10. 

u 

Lye  for  Thomas  Appleby 

10. 

« 

Lye  for  Cornelius  VanSantfort 

10. 

4 

Probate— Elias  Roger's  Will 

10. 

tt 

Do.    John  Bradstreets    do 

10. 

a 

Dupt.  of  John  Bradstreets  do 

10. 

" 

^yc  for  Garrett  Remsen 

10. 

5 

Lye  for  Christian  Heuretin 

10. 

6 

A.dmr  Estate  of  Jacob  E.  Koole 

10. 

" 

^yc  for  Thomas  Pratt 

10. 
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Octr 

6 

Lye  for  Jellis  Fonda 

10. 

a 

Lye  for  Jacob  Brinckerhoff 

10. 

a 

Probate  W.  Broheads  Will 

10. 

7 

Lye  for  Nathaniel  Buffit 

10. 

« 

Lye  for  Oliver  Thorne 

10. 

8 

Lye  for  Joshua  Purdy 

10. 

u 

Lye  for  John  McClenachan 

10. 

u 

Lye  for  John  Brink  Junr 

10. 

10 

Admr  Estate  of  Amos  Ogden 

10. 

tt 

Lye  for  Thomas  Bean 

10. 

11 

Lye  for  Abraham  E.  Lott 

10. 

a 

Lye  for  John  Veeder 

10. 

it 

Lye  for  Gerrit  Tunis  Brees 

10. 

12 

Admr  Estate  of  Zenith  Loring 

10. 

13 

Lye  for  C.  Colden 

10. 

a 

Admr  Estate  of  John  Sutton 

10. 

a 

Probate — John  Haynes  Will 

10. 

It 

do.    David  Gardiner's  do 

10. 

tt 

do.    John  Mitchel's      do 

10. 

tt 

Admr  Estate  of  Timy  Fowler 

10. 

14 

Lye  for  Dirck  Van  Franken 

10. 

15 

Lye  for  Timothy  Brewster 

10. 

a 

Lye  for  Richard  Norris 

10. 

17 

Admr  Estate  of  AbmD  Lamontanje 

10. 

19 

Lye  for  David  Niver 

10. 

it 

Lye  for  William  Coles 

10. 

it 

Lye  for  Albert  Tymose 

10. 

20 

Lye  for  Elijah  Morgan 

10. 

u 

Admr  Estate  of  Owen  Daley 

10. 

tt 

Lye  for  Cornelius  Bevier 

10. 

it 

Lye  for  David  Haasbrouck 

10. 

a 

Lye  for  Richard  Harris 

10. 

21 

Probate— Philip  H.  Moyhr's  Will 

10. 

it 

Lye  for  Whitehead  Cornell 

10. 

22 

Admr  w  Will  annex'd  Jere.  Punds 

10. 

a 

Lye  for  Peter  Johnson 

10. 

24 

Probate— Eliza  Richards  Will 

10. 

n 

Lye  for  Abm  R.  Wendell 

10. 

u 

Probate  of  Eliza  Thurston's  Will 

10. 

a 

Lye  for  Joseph  Smith 

10. 

25 

Lye  for  George  Moor 

10. 

26 

Probate — John  Nefius's  will 

10. 

a 

Lye  for  Wm  Brandow 

10. 

tt 

Lye  for  John  Beardsley 

10. 

27 

Admr  Estate  of  Sarah  Vrooman 

10. 

a 

Probate — Johans  Sherz's  Will 

10. 

u 

Lye  for  John  Ketcham 

10. 

28 

Admr  Estate  of  Coenrads  Hoan 

10. 

29 

Lye  for  Benja  Pelton 

10. 

tt 

Lye  for  P.  M.  Green 

10. 

31 

Lye  for  Peter  Van  Vie 

10. 

« 

Admr  Estate  of  Thomas  Sowers 

10. 

« 

Lye  for  Joseph  Dunbar 

10. 

Oct 

Lye  for  Dirck  Groot 

Seal  to  Exempt  for  Capt.  Foy 

10. 

£  81.10.0 

17 

1  .0.0 

[The  licenses  ("Lye")  in  the  above  list  were  marriage  licenses.] 
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Edmund  Burke  to  the  General  Assembly  of  New  York 

[Copy] 

Gentlemen. 

I  was  prevented  by  pressing  Business,  and  by  not  the 
best  Health,  from  sending  you  a  Letter  by  the  July 
pacquet. 

When  I  had  last  the  Honour  of  writing  to  you  on  your 
affairs,  I  entertained  no  strong  apprehensions,  that  the 
Clause  in  the  Quebeck  Bill  concerning  the  Boundary  of 
that  new  province  could  materially  affect  the  Rights  of 
your  Colony.  It  was  couched  in  general  and  saving 
Terms:  it  reserved  all  Eights  and  confirmed  all  adjudica- 
tions; It  was  in  all  appearance  sufficiently  equitable. 
But  upon  a  close  Consideration  and  subsequent  Enquiry, 
I  found  that  you  might  be  very  much  affected  by  it.  I 
take  the  Liberty  of  stating  to  you  the  Light  in  which  it 
appeared  to  me,  and  the  Conduct  which  I  held  in  Conse- 
quence of  that  View  of  your  Interests. 

I  must  first  observe  to  you,  that  the  proceedings  with 
Regard  to  the  Town  of  Boston,  and  the  province  of 
Massechusets  Bay,  had  been  from  the  Beginning  de- 
fended on  their  absolute  Necessity,  not  only  for  the  pur- 
pose of  bringing  that  refractory  Town  and  province  into 
proper  Order,  but  for  holding  out  an  Example  of  Terrour 
to  the  other  Colonies,  in  some  of  which  (as  it  was  said) 
a  Disposition  to  the  same,  or  similar  Excesses  had  been 
marked  very  strongly.  This  unhappy  Disposition  in  the 
Colonies  was,  by  the  Friends  of  the  coercive  Measures, 
attributed  to  the  pride  and  presumption  arising  from 
the  rapid  population  of  these  Colonies,  and  from  their  lax 
Form  &  more  lax  Exercise  of  Government.  I  found  it  in 
general  Discourses,  and  indeed  in  publick  Debates  the 
predominant  and  declared  opinion,  that  the  Course  of  this 
Resistance  to  legal  power  ought  to  be  weakened,  since  it 
was  impossible  to  be  removed.  That  any  Growth  of  the 
Colonies,  which  might  make  them  grow  out  of  the  Reach 
of  the  authority  of  this  Kingdom,  ought  to  be  accounted 
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rather  a  morbid  Fulness  than  a  sound  &  proper  Habit. 
All  encrease  of  the  Colonies  which  tended  to  decrease 
their  Advantage  to  this  Country  they  considered  as  use- 
less &  even  mischievous. 

From  this  predominant  Way  of  thinking  the  enormous 
Extent  of  the  Colonies  was  censured.  It  was  not  thought 
wise  to  make  new  Grants  of  Land  but  upon  the  weightiest 
Consideration,  if  at  all.  Prerogative  was  to  be  strength- 
ened as  much  as  possible;  and  it  was  thought  expedient 
to  find  in  the  tractable  Disposition  of  some  provinces,  a 
Check  upon  the  turbulent  Manners  and  a  Ballance  to  the 
less  manageable  plan  of  Government,  in  the  others. 

These  principles  (whatever  their  Merit  may  l)e)  be- 
came very  fashionable  during  the  agitation  of  the  Masse- 
chusets  Bills  in  the  House  of  Commons,  a  Peer,  who  I 
think  does  not  always  vote  in  the  Majority  made  a  Sort 
of  proposition  for  an  Address  to  the  King  that  no  more 
Lands  should  be  located  in  America.  This  was  the 
Substance  of  the  proposition  although  it  proceeded  no 
further,  for  Reasons  of  Decorum.  The  Ministerial  Side 
in  that  House  fell  in  very  directly  with  those  Sentiments, 
and  as  I  am  told  plainly  shewed  a  Resolution  to  act  in 
Conformity  with  them,  as  far  as  the  power  of  the  Crown 
in  that  particular  extended.  It  is  true,  that  a  few  Lords 
and  Lord  Rockingham  in  particular,  objected  to  the  Idea 
of  restraining  the  Colonies  from  spreading  into  the  back 
Country,  even  if  such  Restraint  were  practicable:  for  by 
stopping  the  Extent  of  Agriculture,  they  necessitated 
Manufactures,  contrary  to  the  standing  policy  of  Colo- 
nization. The  general  Sentiments  were  however  as  I 
have  stated  them. 

I  mention  this  Disposition  of  the  House  of  Peers  par- 
ticularly, (tho'  it  prevailed  almost  equally  elsewhere) 
because  the  Quebeck  Bill  originated  in  that  House,  very 
many  thought  on  a  careful  perusal,  that  the  Lines  of  the 
plan  of  policy,  I  have  just  mentioned  were  very  distin- 
guishable in  that  Bill  as  it  came  down  to  us.  It  was  for 
that  Reason  I  became  more  uneasy  than  at  first,  about  the 
lax  and  undeterminate  Form  in  which  the   Boundary 
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Clause  of  this  new  Colony  was  worded  in  the  original 
Bill,  The  idea  of  which  (whether  seriously  adopted  by 
Ministry  or  not)  was  very  prevalent;  that  the  British 
Colonies  ought  to  be  restrained  made  it  necessary  that 
this  Restraint  should  not  be  arbitrary.  It  was  the  main 
Ground  of  the  Amendments  which  I  proposed  and  car- 
ried with  Regard  to  the  Boundary  Clause,  however,  as  a 
mere  unconnected  arrangement,  it  was  right  to  define  with 
Clearness,  although  such  a  plan  of  policy  never  had  ex- 
isted, or  should  pass  away  as  I  hope  and  think  in  some 
Degree  it  has,  with  the  first  Heats. 

The  Bill  passed  through  the  House  of  Lords  with  some 
opposition,  but  no  amendment;  but  when  it  came  into 
the  House  of  Commons,  the  Ministers  confessed,  that  it 
was  hastily  drawn;  and  they  professed  great  Candour  in 
admitting  alterations.  The  part,  by  which  your  Province 
would  be  directly  affected,  was  only  the  Boundary  Clause. 

As  the  Boundary  was  in  the  most  material  parts  in 
the  original  Bill  only  constructive,  and  in  general  Words 
of  reference  "to  the  boundary  Lines  of  the  other  prov- 
inces, as  adjudged  or  allowed  by  the  Crown"  I  thought  it 
necessary  to  know  with  regard  to  you,  what  Lines  had 
been  actually  drawn,  and  next,  what  principles  were  to 
guide  in  adjudging  your  real  Boundaries  in  future. 

With  regard  to  the  first  point,  I  found,  that  a  Line  of 
Division  between  your  Colony  and  that  of  Quebeck  had 
been  allowed  by  the  King  in  Council  to  be  run  from  a 
point  on  Lake  Champlain  in  45  Degrees  of  N.  Latitude. 
So  far  had  been  agreed  between  the  Governours  of  the 
two  provinces,  and  allowed.  But  no  Line  had  been  actu- 
ally run  in  Consequence  of  this  Agreement  except  from 
the  River  Connecticut  to  the  Lake.  Even  this  Line  had 
not  been  formally  allowed ;  and  none  at  all  had  been  run 
to  the  Westward  of  Lake  Champlain.  So  that  your 
Boundary  on  the  North  had  never  been  perfectly  de- 
lineated, though  the  principle  upon  which  it  should  be 
drawn  had  been  laid  down — For  a  great  part  of  the  North- 
ern Frontier  and  for  the  whole  of  the  Western  until  you 
met  the  Line  of  New  Jersey  you  had  no  defined  Boundary 


THE  COLDEN  PAPERS— 1765-1775  235 

at  all.  Your  Claims  were  indeed  extensive  and  I  am  per- 
suaded just;  but  they  had  never  been  regularly  allowed. 

My  next  object  of  Enquiry  therefore  was,  upon  what 
principles  the  Board  of  Trade  would  in  the  future  Dis- 
cussion, which  must  inevitably  and  speedily  arise,  de- 
termine what  belonged  to  you  and  what  to  Canada. 

I  was  told  that  the  settled  uniform  Doctrine  and  prac- 
tice of  the  Board  of  Trade  was  this:  that  in  Questions  of 
Boundary,  where  the  Jurisdiction  and  Soil  in  both  the  liti- 
gating provinces  belonged  to  the  Crown  there  was  no 
Rule  but  the  King's  Will,  and  that  he  might  allot  as  he 
pleased,  to  the  one  or  to  the  other.  They  said  also  that 
under  these  Circumstances,  even  where  the  King  had 
actually  adjudged  a  Territory  to  one  province,  he  might 
afterwards  change  the  Boundary;  or  if  he  thought  fit 
erect  the  parts  into  seperate  and  new  Governments  at 
his  Discretion.  They  alleged  the  Example  of  Carolina, 
first  one  province;  then  divided  into  two  seperate  Gov- 
ernments; and  which  afterwards  had  a  third  that  of 
Georgia,  taken  from  the  Southern  Division  of  it.  They 
urged  besides  the  Example  of  the  neutral  and  conquered 
Islands.  These  after  the  Peace  of  Paris,  were  placed  un- 
der one  Government.  Since  then  they  were  totally  sep- 
erated  and  had  distinct  Governours  and  Assemblies. 

Although  I  had  the  greatest  Reason  to  question  the 
Soundness  of  some  of  these  principles,  at  least  in  the  Ex- 
tent in  which  they  were  laid  down,  and  whether  the  prece- 
dents alleged  did  fully  justify  them  in  that  Latitude,  I 
certainly  had  no  Cause  to  doubt,  but  that  the  Matter 
would  always  be  determined  upon  these  Maxims  at  the 
Board  by  which  they  were  adopted.  The  more  clearly 
their  strict  Legality  was  proved,  the  more  uneasy  I  be- 
came at  their  Consequences.  By  this  Bill  a  new  province 
under  an  old  Name  was  in  Fact  erected;  the  Limits  set- 
tled by  the  proclamation  of  1763  were  cancelled.  On  your 
Side  a  mere  constructive  Boundary  was  established:  and 
the  Construction  when  examined  amounted  to  nothing 
more  than  the  King's  pleasure.  No  part  of  your  province 
(not  even  of  the  settled  Quarters  of  the  Country)  quite 
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to  the  River  Hudson,  was  secured  from  the  possible  opera- 
tion of  such  a  principle.  Besides  there  was  a  possibility 
(at  least)  that  in  the  Settlement  of  the  Boundary,  Minis- 
ters would  naturally  lean  to  extend  those  Limits  the 
most,  where  the  Royal  prerogative  was  most  extensive, 
and  consequently  their  power  the  highest.  I  do  not  mean 
to  charge  them  with  that  Intention.  But  no  Laws  stood 
in  the  way  of  such  an  Inclination:  if  it  ever  did  exist,  or 
should  happen  to  exist  hereafter.  This  was  not  (as  it 
might  be  between  to  [two]  ancient  British  Colonies)  a 
mere  Question  of  Geographical  Distinction,  or  of  oeco- 
nomical  Distribution,  where  the  Inhabitants  on  the  one 
Side  of  the  Line  and  on  the  other,  lived  under  the  same 
Law  and  enjoyed  the  same  privileges  of  Englishmen:  but 
this  was  a  Boundary  discriminating  different  principles 
of  Jurisdiction  and  Legislation;  where  in  one  part  the 
Subject  lived  under  Law  and  in  the  other  under  pre- 
rogative. 

From  these  Impressions  I  proposed  my  objections  on 
the  second  Reading  reserving  a  more  regular  opposition 
to  the  Committee.  In  the  Interval  I  conferred  with  Lord 
Dartmouth  and  Mr  Pownall,  and  afterwards  with  Lord 
North  upon  the  Subject.  But  first  I  formed  my  plan  for 
an  amendment  to  the  Clause  as  it  stood  in  the  Bill  before 
it  was  committed.  I  could  have  wished  for  a  more  perfect 
and  authorized  Information  but  I  was  obliged  to  act  at 
the  Instant.  The  Bill  came  in  late  in  the  Session ;  and  if 
I  had  let  it  pass  for  Want  of  being  instructed,  the  Occa- 
sion could  in  all  human  probability  never  be  recovered. 

I  saw  you  had  Claims  founded  on  these  Grounds. 
The  old  Dutch  Settlement:  The  placing  of  the  five  Na- 
tions within  your  Government.  The  Boundary  Line  of 
Governor  Moore  and  Carleton:  and  the  Maintenance  of 
the  Fort  of  Oswego  during  the  late  War  which  carried  you 
to  Lake  Ontario. 

These  Claims  had  no  Fault  but  the  Want  of  Defi- 
nition: to  define  is  to  abridge.  Something  then  must  be 
given  up.  I  was  persuaded  that  when  one  negotiates  with 
power,  it  is  policy  to  give  up  handsomely  what  cannot 
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be  retained;  and  to  gain  that  Strength,  which  will  always 
more  or  less  attend  the  Reasonableness  of  a  proposition, 
even  when  it  is  opposed  by  power.  I  thought  that  well 
secured  &  tolerably  extensive  Boundaries  were  better 
than  the  amplest  Claims  which  are  neither  denned  nor 
allowed.  My  Idea  was  to  get  the  Limits  of  Quebeck, 
which  appeared  to  many  as  well  as  myself,  intended  to 
straiten  the  British  Colonies  removed  from  Construction 
to  Certainty  and  that  Certainty  grounded  on  natural,  in- 
disputable and  unmoveable  Barriers — Rivers  and  Lakes 
where  I  could  have  them:  Lines  where  Lines  could  be 
drawn;  and  where  Reference  and  Description  became 
necessary  to  have  them  towards  an  old  British  Colony; 
and  not  towards  this  new,  and  as  was  thought  favourite 
Establishment. 

I  assured  Ministry  that  if  they  refused  this  reason- 
able offer  I  must  be  heard  by  Council.  As  they  found 
some  opposition  growing  within  and  without  Doors,  and 
they  were  in  haste  to  carry  through  their  Bill  brought  in 
so  late  in  the  Session,  after  some  Discussion  and  Debate 
they  gave  Way  to  the  amended  Clause  as  you  see  it. 

The  Work  was  far  more  troublesome,  than  those  who 
were  not  present  can  well  believe.  It  cost  us  near  two 
whole  Days  in  the  Committee.  The  grand  Difficulty 
arose  from  the  very  unsettled  state  of  the  Boundary  of 
Pennsylvania.  We  could  not  determine  whether  it  ad- 
vanced Northward  beyond  Lake  Erie  or  ran  within  that 
Lake  or  fell  to  the  South  of  it,  and  this  Uncertainty  made 
the  whole  Matter  beyond  Expression  perplexing.  Objec- 
tions, on  the  part  of  Quebeck  were  raised  to  the  last  Mo- 
ment, and  particularly  to  the  post  of  Niagara,  which 
Mr  Carleton  I  am  told  was  very  earnest  to  have  within 
his  Government ;  but  by  the  Act  it  is  excluded,  and  is  on 
your  Side.  I  believe  some  imagined  that  these  Difficulties 
would  make  me  give  up  the  point.  But  it  is  carried  and 
if  not  a  perfect  arrangement,  it  prevents  a  very  bad  one; 
and  may  form  a  Basis  for  a  much  better,  in  Times  more 
favourable  to  the  old  Colonies. 

After  the  affair  was  over,  it  was  suggested  to  me,  that 


238  THE  COLDEN  PAPERS— 1765-1775 

I  ought  to  have  expressly  defined  this  Line  to  be  the  Limit 
of  New  York;  as  well  as  of  Canada.  To  this  I  answer 
that  I  was  aware  of  the  Inconveniencies  which  might 
arise  from  the  Want  of  this  clear  Specification ;  supposing 
the  Board  of  Trade  to  act  insidiously,  unfairly  and  cap- 
tiously, which  I  have  no  Reason  to  imagine  they  will  do, 
from  any  Thing  I  have  observed  in  them  or  in  other  parts 
of  Ministry.  But  I  confess  when  I  consider  that  Canada 
is  put  on  the  other  Side  of  the  Waters,  its  Bounds  being 
expressly  so  marked  out,  it  appears  to  me  absolutely  im- 
possible to  say  to  whom  the  Land  on  this  Side  belongs, 
except  to  you;  unless  his  Majesty  should  choose  to  erect 
a  new  Government :  a  Thing  no  way  likely  or  convenient 
for  any  good  purpose. 

The  Quebeck  Line  was  constantly  stated  and  argued 
in  the  House  as  the  Boundary  between  the  provinces  of 
Quebeck  and  New  York  in  that  publick  Discourse  (rather 
than  debate)  which  latterly  we  had  on  this  Subject.  I 
think  the  Line  to  all  Intents  and  purposes  as  much  your 
Boundary  as  if  it  were  ever  so  expressly  set  down. 
Canada  at  least,  cannot  say  "This  belongs  to  me." 

I  did  not  press  to  have  the  Line  called  the  Boundary 
between  New  York  and  Canada;  because  we  should 
again  fall  into  Discussion  about  the  Bounds  of  the  other 
Colonies;  as  we  had  about  those  of  Pensylvania  which 
Discussion  alone  had  very  near  defeated  me.  It  would 
be  asked  why  the  Line  along  Nova  Scotia  New  Hamp- 
shire and  the  Northern  Massachusets  Claim  was  not 
called  the  Boundary  of  these  provinces  as  well  as  of  New 
York?  It  would  be  said  that  this  Act  was  to  settle  a 
Constitution  for  Quebeck,  and  not  for  adjusting  the 
Limits  of  the  Colonies;  and  in  the  midst  of  this  Wrangle 
the  whole  object  would  have  infallibly  escaped  the  House 
as  it  was,  grew  quite  tired  of  it.  All  Business  stood  still 
whilst  we  were  wording  the  Clause,  and  on  our  Difficul- 
ties Lord  North  proposed  to  revert  the  old  Words;  which 
he  said,  to  him,  were  the  best  and  that  he  only  gave  way 
to  the  Sentiments  of  other  people,  who  on  his  Concession 
found  a  Difficulty  in  effectuating  their  own  purposes. 
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I  must  therefore  accept  what  I  could  get,  And  the 
true  Method  of  estimating  the  Matter  is  to  take  together 
— the  Time:  what  we  escaped;  and  what  we  have  ob- 
tained; and  then  to  judge  whether  we  have  not  had  a 
tolerable  Bargain.  Those  who  were  present  congratu- 
lated me,  as  on  a  great  advantage.  I  am  sure  I  acted  for 
the  best,  with  great  Rectitude  of  Intention  and  a  good 
Deal  of  Assiduity.  I  send  you  the  Bill  with  the  Amend- 
ments marked.  As  to  the  other  parts  of  the  Bill  they  are 
Matters  of  more  general  policy.  As  I  have  already  given 
you  a  great  Deal  of  Trouble,  I  do  not  mean  to  detain  you 
any  longer  upon  foreign  Matter. 

I  received  your  obliging  Letter  of  the  31st  of  May  & 
am  extremely  happy  in  the  Honour  of  your  approbation. 
You  undoubtedly  may  dispose  of  my  Letters  as  you  judge 
proper.  I  must  in  this  Respect  confide  entirely  in  your 
prudence,  being  fully  satisfied,  that  the  Matter  will  al- 
ways direct  you  sufficiently  in  what  you  ought  to  con- 
ceal, and  what  to  divulge. 

I  have  sent  off  long  ago  the  Wawayanda  &  Chees- 
cocks  Acts.  I  have  had  the  Honour  of  seeing  Mr.  Cruger 
at  my  House  on  his  Return  to  Bristol.  I  endeavoured  to 
attend  to  him  in  the  Manner  to  which  his  Merit  and 
Connections  entitle  him.  I  have  the  Honour  to  be  with 
the  highest  Esteem  and  Regard. 
Gentlemen 

Your  most  obed1  and  humble  Servt 

Edm:  Burke 
Beaconsfield,  August  2d  1774 

The  above  is  a  true  Copy  of  the 
original  Letter  to  the  Committee 
of  Correspondence  for  the  General 
Assembly  of  New  York  examined 
and  compared  with  the  said  Origi- 
nal the  16th  Feby  1775  By 
H.  Nicoll 
John  Lansing,  Junr 

To 

The  Committee  of  Correspondence  for  the  General  Assembly 
at  New  York 
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From  Earl  of  Dartmouth 

(No.  22)  Whitehall  3d  August  1774 

Sir, 

I  send  you  inclosed,  an  Order  of  His  Majesty  in 
Council  on  the  6th  of  last  Month,  disallowing  an  Act 
passed  in  New  York  in  February  1773  which  you  will  not 
fail  to  make  public  in  the  manner  usual  upon  such  Occa- 
sions ;  and  that  you  may  know  the  Reasons  which  induced 
the  Disallowance  of  the  said  Act,  I  inclose,  for  your  pri- 
vate Information,  a  Copy  of  the  Representation  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  thereupon. 
I  am,  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 
Lieut  Governor  Colden  Dartmouth 


To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty 
May  it  please  Your  Majesty, 

We  have  had  under  our  Consideration  two  Acts  passed 
in  Your  Majesty's  Province  of  New  York  in  February 
1773,  intituled 

An  Act  to  continue  and  amend  an  Act  intituled  an  Act 

for  the  more  effectual  punishment  of  persons  who  shall 

be  guilty  of  any  of  the  Trespasses  therein  mentioned 

in  the  Cities  of  New  York  and  Albany  &  Township  of 

Schenectady. 

An  Act  for  naturalizing  the  several  persons  therein 

named. 

We  have  likewise  referred  these  Acts  to  Richard  Jack- 
son Esquire  One  of  Your  Majesty's  Counsel  at  Law 
for  his  opinion  thereupon,  who  has  reported  to  us  in  the 
Case  of  the  former  of  these  Laws  that  he  conceives  it  to 
be  improper,  in  that  it  provides  for  a  purgation  by  Oath 
in  a  criminal  matter,  which  is  at  once  contrary  to  the 
Genius  of  the  Laws  of  this  Country,  and  cannot  but  prove 
too  frequently  an  irresistible  temptation  to  perjury. 

This  objection  which  Mr  Jackson  has  stated  to  the  Act 
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in  question  appears  to  us  to  have  such  weight  &  the  Con- 
sequences to  which  a  Regulation  of  this  sort  would  most 
probably  lead  ought  with  such  Caution  to  be  avoided, 
that  although  the  Act  is  for  the  continuance  of  an  useful 
Law,  yet  We  think  it  our  duty  humbly  to  recommend  to 
Your  Majesty  to  signify  Your  Royal  Disallowance  of 
this  Act. 

The  second  Act  is  for  the  Naturalization  of  sundry 
persons  therein  named;  The  practice  of  naturalizing 
Aliens  by  Acts  of  Assembly  in  Your  Majesty's  Colonies 
and  Plantations  in  North  America  and  the  West  Indies 
having  been  specially  prohibited  by  an  Additional  In- 
struction from  Your  Majesty  forbidding  Your  Majesty's 
Governors  to  give  this  Assent  to  any  Bill  or  Bills  for  such 
purpose,  this  Act  falls  under  the  same  description  with 
others,  which  by  Your  Majesty's  Order  in  Council,  have 
been  disallowed;  and  which  by  the  Instruction  above 
mentioned  in  future  are  prohibited;  but  as  it  was  passed 
previous  to  Your  Majesty's  said  Instruction,  and  has 
already  had  its  Effect,  We  must  submit  to  Your  Majesty 
whether  under  those  Circumstances  it  will  be  necessary 
for  Your  Majesty  to  signify  Your  Royal  Disallowance  of 
this  Act. 

All  which  is  most  humbly  submitted 

Dartmouth 
Soame  Jenyns 
Bamber  Gascoyne 
Robt  Spencer 
Whitehall  12th  May  1774  Whxtshed  Keene 


At  the  Court  at  S*  James's 
(L.  S.)  the  6th  day  of  July  1774 

Present 
The  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty 
Duke  of  Queensberry     Viscount  Falmouth 
Lord  Chamberlain  Lord  Hyde 

Earl  of  Suffolk  Sir  Jeffery  Amherst 

Earl  of  Hillsborough 


242  THE  COLDEN  PAPERS— 1765-1775 

Whereas  by  Commission  under  the  Great  Seal  of 
Great  Britain  the  Governor,  Council,  &  Assembly  of  His 
Majesty's  Colony  of  New  York  are  authorized  &  im- 
powered  to  make,  constitute  and  ordain  Laws,  Statutes 
and  Ordinances  for  the  public  Peace,  Welfare  and  good 
Government  of  the  said  Colony;  Which  Laws,  Statutes 
and  Ordinances  are  to  be  as  near  as  conveniently  may 
be  agreeable  to  the  Laws  and  Statutes  of  this  Kingdom, 
and  are  to  be  transmitted  for  His  Majesty's  Royal  Appro- 
bation or  Disallowance,  And  Whereas  in  pursuance  of 
the  said  Powers,  an  Act  was  passed  in  February  1773,  and 
transmitted  intituled  as  follows  Viz1 

An  Act  to  continue  and  amend  an  Act  inti- 
tuled an  Act  for  the  more  effectual  punish- 
ment of  persons  who  shall  be  guilty  of  any 
of  the  Trespasses  therein  mentioned  in  the 
Cities  therein  mentioned  in  the  Cities  of 
New  York  and  Albany  &  Township  of 
Schenectady.  Which  Act  together  with  a 
Representation  from  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners for  Trade  and  Plantations  there- 
upon having  been  referred  to  the  Considera- 
tion of  a  Committee  of  the  Lords  of  His 
Majesty's  Most  Honorable  Privy  Council, 
The  said  Lords  of  the  Committee  did  this 
day  report  as  their  opinion  that  the  said 
Act  ought  to  be  disallowed.  His  Majesty 
taking  the  same  into  Consideration  was 
pleased  with  the  Advice  of  his  Privy  Coun- 
cil to  declare  His  Disallowance  of  the  said 
Act;  And  pursuant  to  His  Majesty's  Royal 
Pleasure  thereupon  expressed,  the  said  Act 
is  hereby  disallowed,  declared  void  and  of 
none  Effect.  Whereof  the  Governor  or 
Commander  in  Chief  of  His  Majesty's  said 
Colony  of  New  York  for  the  time  being, 
and  all  others  whom  it  may  concern  are  to 
take  Notice  and  govern  themselves  accord- 

ing!y-  W.  Blair 
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From  William  Tryon 

Lower  Grosvener  Street 
Private  18th  Augst  1774 

Dear  Sir 

I  have  received  your  letter  by  Mr  Antil  also  one  of 
the  6th  of  July  delivered  by  Mr  Pownall  while  I  was  at 
dinner  yesterday  at  Ld  Dartmouths  at  Blackheath.  I  put 
it  into  the  hands  of  Lord  Dartmouth  who  perused  it  but 
said  not  a  word  good,  bad,  or  indifferent,  on  that  part 
which  related  to  your  transactions  and  intentions  in  the 
Land  office,  I  never  loose  an  opportunity  of  expatiating 
on  the  Equity  of  Granting  the  Indian  purchases,  to  the 
proprietors,  and  shall  ever  support  the  Justice  of  such  a 
Measure.  I  was  pleased  to  learn  that  Moderation  seems 
in  your  parts  to  Triumph  over  intemperate  Zeal  as  I 
really  flatter  myself  lenient  measures  will  take  place  here 
as  soon  as  the  Bostonians  have  paid  for  the  Tea  De- 
stroyed. This  however  is  only  from  my  own  conjecture, 
not  being  admitted  to  the  Confidential  Measures  of  the 
Cabinet.  I  shall  write  a  few  words  to  Ld  le  Despencer  to 
introduce  Mr  Antil  whom  I  wish  may  preceed.  I  beg 
any  respectfull  Compts  to  all  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Coun- 
cil and  to  assure  you  I  am  with  much  Regard 
Dear  Sir 
Your  Most  obed1  Serv1 

WM  Tryon 

My  Compts  must  not  be  omitted 
at  Springhill — I  promised 
Ld  Barrington  to  recommend 
Mr  Chamier  to  your  honors 
notice  and  to  request  you 
would  give  him  a  proper 
introduction  among  the 
gentlemen  which  I  hear  re- 
quest 
L*  Govr  Golden 


James  Duane  to  David  C olden 
Dear  Sir 

Mr  Holse[?]  returned  from  Springhill  extremely  de- 
jected that  nothing  coud  be  done  for  himself  &  his  dis- 


244  THE  COLDEN  PAPERS— 1765-1775 

tressed  neighbours  &  Friends,  and  that  a  Council  was  not 
likely  to  be  called  as  Governor  Tryon  assured  him  that 
if  the  late  efforts  of  the  Legislature  sho[ul]d  be  unsuc- 
cessful he  had  left  directions  that  would  prove  efectual 

To  the  Landholders  it  is  highly  essential  that  some- 
thing shoud  be  done.  From  the  excerpts  sent  herewith 
you'l  find  it  is  now  a  war  with  the  Government  &  its 
Magistrates.  If  the  Council  do  no  more  then  report  the 
state  of  the  Country  &  this  advice,  &  it  is  transmitted 
to  the  Ministers  &  a  copy  to  Governour  Tryon  it  must  be 
attended  with  great  advantage  and  probably  speed  an  in- 
struction from  the  Crown.  Besides  these  depositions 
will  become  state  papers  &  may  be  then  produced  to 
the  Assembly  for  if  every  thing  else  fails  it  must  be  tried 
whether  they  will  not  strengthen  the  hands  of  Govern- 
ment. In  every  view  the  policy  as  well  as  Justice  of 
laying  these  papers  before  the  Council  is  evident;  &  I 
must  entreat  your  Interposition  with  the  Lieu1  Governour 
for  this  purpose 

Indeed  it  might  be  vindicated  on  this  simple  principle; 
that  too  much  woud  [?]  lie  upon  his  honour  if  Mischief 
should  follow.  Col.  Peters  is  now  here  with  a  heavy  heart 
on  account  of  being  deprived  of  his  office  not  so  much  he 
says  for  the  Loss  as  the  manner  &  the  disgrace  to  which 
it  exposes  him.  I  do  not  know  why  he  was  so  suddenly 
removed  &  I  pity  him  from  my  heart.  He  has  lost  at 
least  £100  by  the  office  &  never  made  any  thing  worth 
mentioning.  I  wish  I  coud  desire  something  at  least  to 
repair  his  Credit,  pray  let  me  know  the  circumstances 
of  his  Removal.  Excuse  this  freedom.  The  poor  man 
has  no  Friend  but  me.  He  says  he  is  injurd  in  his  Honour 
&  will  become  ridicilous  in  the  County  &  that  he  must 
leave  it  in  his  own  Defence. 

I  am  with  best  &  most  respectful  complim*  to  the 
Lieut  Governour  &  Mrs  Colden 
My  dear  Sir 
Your  aflicted  Friend  &  most  obed1  Serv* 

New  York  28  Aug.  1774  JaS  DuANE 

David  Colden  Esq 
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A  Plan  of  a  proposed  Union  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies  of  New 
Hampshire,  the  Massachusets  Bay, 
Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  York 
New  Jersey,  Pensilvania,  Maryland, 
the  three  lower  Counties  on  Delaware, 
Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Caro 
lina  and  Georgia. 

[Copy] 
That  a  British  and  American  Legislature  [or]  Govern- 
ment for  regulating  the  Administration  of  the  general 
Affairs  of  America  be  proposed  and  established  in  Amer- 
ica, including  all  the  said  Colonies:  within  and  under 
which  Government,  each  Colony  shall  retain  its  present 
Constitution  and  powers  of  regulating  and  governing  its 
own  internal  Police  in  all  Cases  whatever. 

That  the  said  Government  be  administerd  by  a  Presi- 
dent general,  to  be  appointed  by  the  King,  and  a  grand 
Council  to  be  chosen  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Peo- 
ple of  the  several  Colonies  in  their  respective  assem- 
blies, once  in  every  three  years. 

That  the  several  Assemblies  shall  choose  Members 
for  the  grand  Council  in  the  following  Proportions  viz — 

New  Hampshire 

Massachusets  Bay 

Rhode  Island 

Connecticut 

New  York 

New  Jersey 

Pensilvania 

Delaware  Counties 

Maryland 

Virginia 

N.  Carolina 

S.  Carolina 

Georgia 

who  shall  meet  at  the  City  of  — for  the  first 

Time  being  calld  by  the  President  General  as  soon  as 
conveniently  may  be  after  his  Appointment. 
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That  there  shall  be  a  new  Election  of  Members  for 
the  Grand  Council  every  three  Years;  and  on  the  Death 
Removal  or  Resignation  of  any  Member  his  Place  shall 
be  supplied  by  a  new  choise  at  the  next  Sitting  of  the 
Assembly  of  the  Colony  he  represented 

That  the  Grand  Council  shall  meet  once  in  every 
Year,  if  they  shall  think  it  necessary,  and  oftener  if  occa- 
sion shall  require  at  such  Time  and  Place  as  they  shall 
adjourn  to  at  the  last  preceeding  Meeting,  or  as  they 
shall  be  calld  to  meet  at  by  the  President  General  on  any 
Emergency. 

That  the  Grand  Council  shall  have  Power  to  choose 
their  Speaker,  and  shall  hold  and  exercise  all  the  like 
Rights  Liberties  and  Priviledges  as  are  held  and  exercised 
by  and  in  the  House  of  Commons  of  Great  Britain 

That  the  President  General  shall  hold  his  office  during 
the  Pleasure  of  the  King,  and  his  assent  shall  be  requi- 
site to  all  Acts  of  the  Grand  Council,  and  it  shall  be  his 
office  and  Duty  to  Cause  them  to  be  carried  into  Execu- 
tion 

That  the  President  General  by  and  with  the  Advice 
and  Consent  of  the  Grant  Council,  [shall]  hold  and  exer- 
cise all  the  legislative  Rights  Powers  and  Authorities 
necessary  for  regulating  and  administering  all  the  general 
Police  and  affairs  of  the  Colonies,  in  which  Great  Britain 
and  the  Colonies  or  any  of  them,  the  Colonies  in  general, 
or  more  than  one  Colony  are  in  any  Measure  concerned, 
as  well  civil  &  criminal  as  commercial. 

That  the  said  President  General  and  grand  Council 
be  an  inferior  distinct  Branch  of  the  British  Legislature 
united  and  incorporated  with  it  for  the  aforesaid  general 
Purposes;  and  that  any  of  the  said  general  Regulations 
may  originate  and  be  formed  and  digested  either  in  the 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain  or  in  the  said  Grand  Council, 
and  being  prepared,  transmitted  to  the  other  for  their 
Approbation  or  Dissent — and  that  the  Assent  of  both 
shall  be  requisite  to  the  validity  of  all  such  general  Acts 
or  Statutes. 

That  in  Time  of  War  all  Bills  for  granting  Aids  to  the 
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Crown  prepared  by  the  grand  Council,  and  approved  by 
the  President  General  shall  be  valid  &  passd  into  a  Law 
without  the  Assent  of  the  British  Parliament 

[Indorsed] 

Copy  of  a  Plan  carried  into  the  Congress  held  at  Philadelphia  in 
Sept.  1774,  by  Mr.  Gallaway  of  that  place. 


From  John  Antill 

London  Sepr  7"1  1774 
Honoured  Sir 

I  wrote  to  you  a  few  days  ago  by  Captain  Chambers 
which  Letter  you  have  undoubted  Recd  Since  that  time 
I  have  Seen  the  Postmasters  General  and  they  tell  me 
that  it  is  out  of  their  power  to  do  anything  for  me  upon 
the  present  Establishment,  as  a  person  is  to  be  sent  from 
here,  as  Secretary  and  Comptroler  and  that  the  business 
of  the  office  will  be  transacted  by  two  Clerks,  and  that 
there  will  be  no  deputy  post  Master  as  at  present,  they 
supposed  Mr  Colden  Could  not  live  long  from  my  ac- 
count of  his  Situation,  and  I  believe  have  ordered  the 
new  arangement  to  take  place  before  I  shall  arive  in 
America,  the  packet  from  New  York  arived  this  day, 
which  brought  me  the  happy  news  of  Mr  Coldens  being 
much  Better  than  he  was  when  I  left  him,  I  am  informed 
that  he  will  Resign  the  office  of  Surveyor  General  If  I 
Could  be  appointed  which  he  promised  me  before,  I  must 
again  beg  your  protection  in  this  matter,  and  hope  you 
will  have  no  objection  to  granting  the  Commission,  as  I 
have  now  no  other  prospect,  whatever  for  the  support  of 
my  Small  family  &  my  voyage  to  England  has  Cost  me  a 
great  deal  of  money;  much  more  than  I  Supposed  it 
would,  and  I  have  the  mortification  to  find  that  it  has 
been  attended  with  the  worst  Success 

Governor  Tryon  has  behaved  with  the  greatest  polite- 
ness Imaginable,  and  has  done  more  than  I  Could  with 
any  Reason  Expect,  he  went  with  me  to  the  Post  masters 
General  and  not  finding  them  at  home,  wrot  to  both  of 

VOL.    VII 
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them  in  my  favour,  and  altho  his  application  was  not 
attended  with  Success  I  do  not  think  myself  the  Less 
oblidged  to  him.  Mr  Colinson  has  behaved  with  the 
greatest  politeness  to  me  and  has  done  every  thing  in  his 
power  to  Serve  me,  he  desires  to  be  Rememberd  to  you. 
If  you  should  be  so  good  as  to  appoint  me  in  the  Room 
of  my  father  in  Law  as  Surveyor  General,  you  will  Lay 
me  under  the  Greatest  obligations,  which  Shall  Ever  be 
Rememberd  with  the  utmost  Gratitude    I  am 

with  the  Greatest  Respect 
Your  most  obed*  Servant 

John  Antill 


From  Earl  of  Dartmouth 

(No.  23)  Whitehall  10th  Sepr  1774 

Sir, 

I  have  received  your  Letters  of  the  6th  of  July  &  2d 
August  No.  3  &  4,  &  have  laid  them  before  the  King. 

You  certainly  are  right  in  thinking  that  it  is  your 
Duty  to  transmit  a  particular  Account  of  all  public  Oc- 
currences in  the  Province  under  your  Government,  and 
will  not  fail  to  embrace  every  opportunity  that  offers  of 
writing  to  me. 

The  King  has  seen  with  Concern  that  his  Subjects  in 
the  different  Colonies  in  North  America  have  been  in- 
duced upon  the  Grounds  stated  in  their  different  Resolu- 
tions to  nominate  Deputies  to  meet  in  general  Congress 
at  Philadelphia. 

If  the  object  of  this  Congress  be  humbly  to  represent 
to  the  King  any  Grievances  they  may  have  to  complain 
of,  or  any  propositions  they  may  have  to  make  on  the 
present  State  of  America,  such  Representations  would 
certainly  have  come  from  each  Colony  with  greater 
Weight  in  its  seperate  Capacity,  than  in  a  Channel,  of 
the  Propriety  &  Legality  of  which  there  may  be  much 
doubt. 


THE  COLDEN  PAPERS— 1765-1775  249 

I  fear  however  the  Measure  has  gone  too  far  to  en- 
courage any  hope  that  it  has  been  retracted,  &  I  can  only- 
express  my  Wish,  that  the  Result  of  their  Proceedings 
may  be  such  as  may  not  cut  off  all  Hope  of  that  Union 
with  the  Mother  Country,  which  is  so  essential  to  the 
Happiness  of  both. 

Among  the  many  Objects  that  will  deserve  your  At- 
tention in  the  present  State  of  America,  the  Contraband 
Trade  carried  on  between  New  York  &  Holland  is  not 
the  least  important.  The  Number  of  Vessels  that  con- 
tinually load  in  Holland  for  that  Province  is  a  melan- 
choly Evidence  of  the  extent  of  that  illicit  Commerce; 
&  it  is  more  particularly  alarming  now  from  the  Intelli- 
gence received  of  very  large  quantities  of  Gunpowder 
shipped  there  for  New  York. 

My  Information  says  that  the  Polly  Cap1  Benjamin 
Broadhelp  bound  from  Amsterdam  to  Nantucket  has 
among  other  Articles  received  on  board  no  less  a  quantity 
than  three  hundred  thousand  Pounds  weight  of  Gun- 
powder, &  I  have  great  Reason  to  believe  that  consider- 
able quantities  of  that  Commodity  as  well  as  other  Mili- 
tary Stores  are  introduced  into  the  Colonies  from  Holland 
through  the  Channel  of  S*  Eustatia. 

You  will  therefore  Sir,  with  as  much  Secrecy  &  pru- 
dence as  possible,  endeavour  to  inform  yourself  of  the 
Nature  &  extent  of  this  Contraband  Trade  in  general,  and 
to  attend  particularly  to  the  Intelligence  I  now  send  you 
with  respect  to  the  Ship  Polly  Cap1  Benjamin  Broadhelp 

It  is  most  probable  that  the  object  of  her  Voyage  will 
be  compleated  before  this  reaches  You ;  but  if  any  Meas- 
ures can  be  fallen  upon,  that  may  lead  to  a  Discovery  of 
the  Circumstances  above  stated,  it  will  be  of  great  Use, 
and  may  possibly  suggest  a  Means  of  putting  a  stop  to 
so  dangerous  a  Correspondence 
I  am 
Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

Dartmouth 

Lieu1'  Governor  Colden 
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Joseph  Galloway's  Motion 

Resolved. 

That  there  is  a  manifest  Defect  in  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  British  Empire,  with  respect  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  Colonies,  upon  those  Principles  of 
Liberty  which  form  an  essential  Part  of  the  Consti- 
tution, And  that  such  Defect  has  arisen  from  the 
Circumstance  of  Colonization,  which  was  not  in- 
cluded in  the  System  of  the  English  Government  at 
the  Time  of  its  Institution  nor  has  been  provided 
for  since 

Resolved. 

That  the  Colonists  hold  in  Abhorrence  the  Idea 
of  being  Considered  independant  Communities  on 
the  British  Government,  and  most  ardently  desire 
the  Establishment  of  a  political  Union,  not  only 
among  themselves,  but  with  the  Mother  State,  upon 
those  Principles  of  Safety  and  Freedom  which  are 
essential  in  the  Constitution  of  all  Free  Govern- 
ments and  particularly  that  of  the  British  Legisla- 
ture, And  therefore, 

Resolved. 

As  the  Colonies  from  their  local  and  other  Cir- 
cumstances cannot  be  represented  in  the  British  Par- 
liament; they  most  earnestly  recommend  as  a  Mea- 
sure of  the  greatest  Importance  in  reconciling  the 
unhappy  Differences  between  G.  B.  and  her  Colonies 
and  restoring  them  to  a  permanent  Union  and  Har- 
mony, to  the  Consideration  of  the  several  Conti- 
nental American  Assemblies  the  following  Plan  of 
Government,  to  be  by  them  humbly  proposed  to  his 
Majesty  and  his  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  under 
which  the  Strength  of  the  whole  Empire  may  be 
drawn  together,  on  any  Emergency,  the  Interest  of 
both  Countries  advanced  and  the  Rights  and  Free- 
dom of  America  secured. 
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Resolved 

That  this  Congress  will  apply  to  his  Majesty  for 
a  Redress  of  Greivances  under  which  his  faithfull 
Subjects  in  America  Labour,  and  assure  him  that 
the  Colonies  hold  in  Abhorrence  the  Idea  of  being 
Considered  independent  Communities  on  the  Brit- 
ish Government,  and  most  orderly  desire  the  Estab- 
lishment of  a  Political  Union  not  only  among  them- 
selves but  with  the  Mother  State  upon  those  Prin- 
ciples of  Safety  and  Freedom  which  are  essential  in 
the  Constitution  of  all  free  Governments,  and  par- 
ticularly that  of  the  British  Legislature — And  as  the 
Colonies  from  their  local  Circumstances  cannot  be 
represented  in  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  they 
will  humbly  propose  to  his  Majesty  and  his  two 
Houses  of  Parliament  the  following  Plan,  under 
which  the  Strength  of  the  whole  Empire  may  be 
drawn  together  on  any  Emergency,  the  Interest  of 
both  Countries  advanced,  and  the  Rights  and  Liber- 
ties of  America  secured. 
Endorsed— Mr  J  Galloway's  Motion  28th  Septr  1774 


From  John  Penn 
q.  Philadelphia,  October  1st  1774 

I  am  favored  with  your  Letter  of  the  24th  of  Septem- 
ber, by  which  I  find  your  Council  are  satisfied  of  the 
Expediency  of  settling  the  Division  Line  between  the  two 
Colonies.  Though  the  Assembly  may  not  be  willing  to 
burthen  the  Province  with  a  proportion  of  the  Expences 
attending  the  running  and  marking  the  whole  Line,  I  am 
in  hopes  they  will  not  hesitate  to  bear  their  proportion  of 
settling  the  Latitude,  and  running  such  a  Part  as  may 
serve  present  Purposes. 

I  should  not  care  how  soon  the  Latitude  were  settled ; 
and,  if  you  think  proper  to  appoint  Persons  on  behalf  of 
your  Government,  I  shall  immediately  concur  with  you 


252  THE  COLDEN  PAPERS— 1765-1775 

by  appointing  Commissioners  on  our  Side.     I  suppose 
two  on  each  Side  may  be  sufficient. 

This  will  be  handed  you  by  Doctor  Smith,  who  will 
converse  with  you  on  the  Subject. 

I  am  with  great  Regard,  Sir, 

Your  most  Obedient  humble  Servant 

The  Honourable  Cadwallader  Colden,  Esquire        JOHN  PENN 


From  Earl  of  Dartmouth 

Circular  Whitehall  19th  October  1774 

Sir, 

His  Majesty  having  thought  fit  by  His  Order  in  Coun- 
cil this  day  to  prohibit  the  Exportation  from  Great  Brit- 
ain of  Gunpowder,  or  any  sort  of  Arms  or  Ammunition, 
I  herewith  inclose  to  you  a  Copy  of  the  Order,  and  it  is 
His  Majesty's  Command  that  you  do  take  the  most  ef- 
fectual Measures  for  arresting  detaining  &  securing  any 
Gunpowder,  or  any  sort  of  Arms  or  Ammunition  which 
may  be  attempted  to  be  imported  into  the  Province  under 
your  Government,  unless  the  Master  of  the  Ship  having 
such  Military  Stores  on  board,  shall  produce  a  Licence 
from  His  Majesty  or  the  Privy  Council,  for  the  Exporta- 
tion of  the  same  from  some  of  the  Ports  of  this  Kingdom. 

I  am, 
Sir, 

Your  Most  obedient  Humble  Servant 

Governor  of  New  York  DARTMOUTH 


(Copy) 

At  the  Court  at  S<  James's  the  19th  day  of  Octr  1774 

Present 
(L.S.)   The  King's  most  Excellent  Majesty  in  Council 
Earl  of  Rochford  Lord  Vise1"  Townshend 

Earl  of  Dartmouth  Lord  Mansfield 

Earl  of  Suffolk  Lord  North 
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WHEREAS  an  Act  of  Parliament  was  passed  in  the 
Twenty  ninth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  His  late  Majesty 
King  George  the  Second,  Intituled  "An  Act  to  impower 
His  Majesty  to  prohibit  the  Exportation  of  Salt  Petre; 
and  to  enforce  the  Law  for  impowering  His  Majesty  to 
prohibit  the  Exportation  of  Gunpowder,  or  any  sort  of 
Arms  and  Ammunition;  and  also  to  impower  His  Ma- 
jesty to  restrain  the  carrying  Coastwise  of  Salt  Petre, 
Gunpowder  or  any  sort  of  Arms  or  Ammunition.  And 
His  Majesty  judging  it  necessary  to  prohibit  the  Expor- 
tation of  Gunpowder,  or  any  sort  of  Arms  or  Ammunition 
out  of  this  Kingdom,  or  carrying  the  same  Coastwise  for 
some  time,  Doth  therefore,  with  the  Advice  of  His  Privy 
Council  hereby  Order,  require,  prohibit,  and  Command, 
that  no  person  or  persons  whatsoever  except  the  Master 
General  of  the  Ordnance  for  His  Majesty's  Service  do 
at  any  time  during  the  space  of  six  Months  from  the  Date 
of  this  Order  in  Council,  presume  to  Transport  into  any 
parts  out  of  this  Kingdom,  or  carry  Coastwise  any  Gun- 
powder, or  any  sort  of  Arms  or  Ammunition,  or  ship  or 
Lade  any  Gunpowder,  or  any  sort  of  Arms  or  Ammuni- 
tion on  board  any  Ship  or  Vessel,  in  order  to  transporting 
the  same  into  any  parts  beyond  the  Seas,  or  carrying  the 
same  Coastwise  without  Leave  or  permission  in  that  Be- 
half first  obtained  from  His  Majesty  or  His  Privy  Council, 
upon  pain  of  incurring  and  suffering  the  respective  For- 
feitures and  Penalties  inflicted  by  the  aforementioned 
Act.  And  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  His  Majesty's 
Treasury,  the  Commissioners  for  executing  the  office  of 
Lord  High  Admiral  of  Great  Britain,  the  Lord  Warden 
of  the  Cinque  Ports,  the  Master  General  of  the  Ordnance 
and  His  Majesty's  Secretary  at  War,  are  to  give  the  nec- 
essary Directions  herein,  as  to  them  may  respectively  ap- 
pertain 

(Signed)    G.  Chetwynd 
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From  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth 

(No.  24)  Whitehall  Novr  2d  1774 

Sir, 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  7th  of  Septr  and  have 
laid  it  before  the  King. 

From  the  accounts  you  give  of  the  Characters  &  Tem- 
pers of  the  five  Gentlemen,  appointed  by  the  City  of 
New  York  to  be  their  Delegates  at  the  general  Congress, 
I  should  suppose  they  would  not  be  likely  either  to  advise 
or  support  rash  and  violent  Measures;  but  there  is  but 
too  much  reason  to  fear  that  the  Majority  of  Delegates 
are  of  a  different  Complexion. 

In  my  letter  to  you  of  the  7th  of  September  I  ac- 
quainted you  with  the  Information  I  had  received  of 
large  quantities  of  Gunpowder  exported  from  Holland  to 
North  America,  and  I  mentioned  to  you  a  particular 
Instance  of  that  dangerous  Commerce:  I  make  no  doubt 
that  you  have  in  consequence  therefore  done  every  thing 
in  your  power  to  detect  and  punish  such  Practices;  but 
I  am  nevertheless  again  called  upon  to  exhort  you  to  be 
more  than  commonly  attentive  to  that  Object,  as  every 
day  almost  furnishes  some  fresh  Intelligence  of  the 
Americans  purchasing  large  Quantities  of  Arms  and 
Ammunition  in  the  different  Ports  of  Europe 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

Dartmouth 

Lieutenant  Governor  Colden 


From  Earl  of  Dartmouth 

Circular  Whitehall  Nov1*  2d  1774 

Sir, 

The  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations 
having  complained,  that  they  are  frequently  put  under 
great  Difficulties,  from  the  Governors  of  His  Majesty's 
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Colonies  neglecting  to  transmit,  at  regular  Periods,  Re- 
turns of  the  State  of  their  respective  Councils,  I  am  com- 
manded by  the  King  to  signify  to  you  His  Majesty's 
Pleasure  that  you  do  regularly,  every  three  Months,  or 
oftener,  transmit  to  their  Lordships  a  List  of  the  Names 
of  the  Council  of  the  Province  under  your  Government, 
noting  such  as  are  absent,  for  what  time  they  have  been 
absent,  and  with  what  Leave. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

Dartmouth 

L*  Govr  of  New  York 


From  John  Penn 

Philadelphia  5th  Novemr  1774 
Sir, 

In  the  beginning  of  this  Week  I  judged  it  proper  to 
instruct  Mr  John  Lukens,  our  Surveyor  General,  and  Mr 
David  Pittenhouse,  to  proceed  immediately  up  the  Dela- 
ware, with  the  proper  Astronomical  Instruments,  in  order 
to  meet  the  Person,  whom  you  intended  to  send  on  the 
Part  of  New  York,  to  act  in  Conjunction  with  them  in 
taking  the  forty  third  Degree  of  Latitude  on  Delaware  &c 

I  thought  it  necessary  to  give  you  this  Information, 
that  in  Case  your  Commissioner  has  not  yet  set  off  from 
New  York,  you  may  give  him  Directions  to  be  as  expedi- 
tious as  possible  in  joining  Mr  Lukens  and  Mr  Pitten- 
house, who  will  wait  his  coming  somewhere  on  Delaware, 
near  the  Place  where  the  forty  third  Degree  of  Latitude 
is  supposed  to  be. 

I  am  with  much  Pespect, 
Sir, 

Your  most  Obedient  humble  Servant 

John  Penn 

The  Honorable  Cadwalader  Golden,  Esquire 
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From  Earl  of  Dartmouth 

(No.  25)  Whitehall  10th  December  1774 

Sir, 

I  have  received  your  Letters  Ns  6  &  7  and  have  laid 
them  before  The  King,  together  with  the  Petition  and 
Affidavit  inclosed  in  the  first  of  them,  relative  to  the  law- 
less and  violent  proceedings  of  such  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  Township  of  Bennington,  as  claim  Lands  in  that 
Township  under  Grants  from  New  Hampshire. 

The  circumstances  attending  those  disturbances  are 
very  alarming,  and  if  it  be  true  that  those  parts  of  the 
Province  are  now  an  asylum  for  fugitives  from  every 
other  part  of  America,  it  certainly  is  become  an  object 
that  deserves  the  fullest  attention.  I  cannot  however 
be  of  opinion  that  the  assistance  of  The  King's  Troops 
ought  to  be  called  for,  until  every  other  effort  has  been 
tried  and  found  insufficient. 

Whenever  the  matter  comes  to  that  issue  it  will  cer- 
tainly be  the  duty  of  The  King's  Servants  to  advise  His 
Majesty  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  Government  by  an 
application  of  a  Military  Force;  but  I  do  not  at  present 
see  sufficient  ground  for  the  adoption  of  such  a  Measure, 
and  I  am  not  without  hopes  that,  when  the  present  very 
alarming  situation  of  The  King's  affairs  in  North  Ameri- 
ca, from  other  causes,  will  leave  our  hands  more  at  liberty, 
some  means  may  be  found  to  accomodate  these  disputes 
without  the  risk  of  bloodshed. 

I  trust  it  will  not  be  long  before  we  shall  find  suffi- 
cient leisure  for  such  a  consideration,  and  His  Majesty's 
Subjects  who  have  claims  in  that  part  of  the  Country, 
under  Grants  from  New  York,  may  rest  assured  that  their 
pretensions  will  meet  with  every  countenance  and  sup- 
port that  can  be  shewn  consistent  with  justice;  for  I  can 
with  truth  say  that  the  conduct  of  that  Province  in  gen- 
eral, and  more  especially  in  the  present  moment,  has  been 
such  as  justly  intitles  its  well-disposed  and  peaceable 
Inhabitants  to  His  Majesty's  particular  favour  and  in- 
dulgence; and  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  assure  you  that 
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their  conduct  is  seen  in  a  very  favourable  light;  and  the 
wishes  they  have  in  general  expressed  that  all  violence 
might  be  avoided,  and  the  sovereign  Authority  of  the 
Supreme  Legislature  might  be  supported,  are  graciously 
considered  by  The  King  as  evidences  of  their  respect  and 
affection  for  His  Majesty,  and  of  the  just  sense  they 
entertain  of  the  Rights  of  the  British  Empire. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  Humble  Servant, 

Lieutenant  Governor  Colden  DARTMOUTH 


From  Earl  of  Dartmouth 

Circular  Whitehall  10th  Decr  1774 

Sir, 

Inclosed  I  send  you,  by  His  Majesty's  Command, 
printed  Copies  of  His  Majesty's  most  gracious  Speech  to 
His  Parliament,  and  of  the  Addresses  in  Answer  thereto, 
which  were  passed  in  both  Houses  by  a  very  great  Ma- 
jority. 

The  Declaration  which  His  Majesty  has  been  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  make,  of  His  firm  &  steadfast  Resolu- 
tion to  withstand  every  attempt  to  weaken  or  impair 
the  Authority  of  the  Supreme  Legislature,  over  all  His 
Majesty's  Dominions — The  Resolution  of  both  Houses 
to  support  those  great  Constitutional  Principles,  by 
which  His  Majesty's  Conduct  hath  been  governed,  and 
their  entire  Approbation  of  the  Steps  His  Majesty  has 
taken,  for  carrying  into  Execution  the  Laws  passed  in 
the  last  Session,  will,  I  trust,  have  the  Effect  to  remove 
those  false  Impressions,  which  have  been  made  upon 
the  Minds  of  His  Majesty's  Subjects  in  America,  and 
put  an  end  to  those  Expectations  of  Support,  in  their 
unwarrantable  Pretensions,  which  have  been  held  forth 
by  artful  &  designing  Men. 

I  am, 
Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  Humble  Servant, 

Governor  of  New  York  DARTMOUTH 
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Agreement  Between  David  Colden  and  Gerard  Bancker 

It  is  agreed  by  and  between  David  Colden  Esquire 
Surveyor  General  of  the  Province  of  New  York,  and 
Gerard  Bancker  as  followeth;  That  the  said  Gerard 
Bancker  shall  prepare  all  the  Returns,  and  compile  and 
make  all  the  Maps  which  are  necessary  to  be  made  in  the 
Office  of  Surveyor  General ;  That  he  shall  examine  all  the 
Returns  of  Surveys  made  by  Deputy  Surveyors  or  others, 
which  are  received  in  the  Office ;  That  he  shall  record  in  a 
Book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  the  Surveyor  General's 
Returns,  and  shall  carefully  keep  the  Records  and  papers 
of  the  Office;  That  he  shall  do  and  perform  the  said 
Business  under  the  Inspection,  and  according  to  the 
Directions  which  he  shall  from  Time  to  Time  receive 
from  the  said  David  Colden.  In  Consideration  whereof 
the  said  David  Colden  agrees  to  pay  to  the  said  Gerard 
Bancker  at  the  Rate  of  twenty  Shillings  New  York  Cur- 
rency on  every  thousand  Acres  of  Land  for  which  a 
Return  shall  be  prepared  by  the  said  Gerard  Bancker  and 
signed  by  the  said  David  Colden,  and  at  the  same  Rate  for 
Returns  of  a  Quantity  less  than  one  thousand  Acres, 
Except  Returns  for  Military  Grants  under  the  King's 
Proclamation  of  the  7th  Day  of  October  1763  for  which 
the  said  David  Colden  shall  pay  to  the  said  Gerard 
Bancker  only  at  the  Rate  of  ten  Shillings  for  every  thou- 
sand Acres  of  Land  returned  by  him  the  said  Surveyor 
General;  but  Provided  that  if  the  said  David  Colden 
shall  receive  his  full  Fees  for  any  Military  Return ;  in  all 
and  every  such  Case  he  will  pay  to  the  said  Gerard 
Bancker  the  said  Consideration  of  twenty  Shillings  per 
thousand  Acres. 

The  said  Gerard  Bancker  further  Agrees  with  the 
said  David  Colden  that  he  the  said  Gerard  Bancker  will 
not  demand  from  the  said  David  Colden  the  payment  of 
the  said  Consideration  for  any  Return,  till  after  it  shall 
be  delivered  out  of  the  office  by  the  said  David  Colden. 
In  Witness  whereof  the  parties  have  hereunto  inter- 
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changeably  set  their  Hands  this  first  Day  of  January 

1775. 

Witness  Gerard  Bancker 

Lewis  Antill 


From  Earl  of  Dartmouth 

Circular  Whitehall  4th  January  1775 

Sir, 

Certain  persons  styling  themselves  Delegates  of  sev- 
eral of  His  Majesty's  Colonies  in  America  having  pre- 
sumed without  His  Majesty's  Authority  or  Consent  to 
assemble  together  at  Philadelphia  in  the  Months  of  Sep- 
tember and  October  last  and  having  thought  fit  amongst 
other  unwarrantable  proceedings  to  resolve  that  it  will 
be  necessary  that  another  Congress  should  be  held  at  the 
same  place  on  the  tenth  of  May  next,  unless  Redress  for 
certain  pretended  Grievances  be  obtained  before  that 
time,  and  to  recommend  that  all  the  Colonies  in  North 
America  should  choose  Deputies  to  attend  such  Congress; 
I  am  commanded  by  the  King  to  signify  to  you  His  Ma- 
jesty's Pleasure,  that  you  do  use  your  utmost  Endeavors 
to  prevent  any  such  Appointment  of  Deputies  within  the 
Province  under  your  Government,  and  that  you  do  ex- 
hort all  persons  to  desist  from  such  an  unjustifiable  pro- 
ceeding which  cannot  but  be  highly  displeasing  to  the 
King. 

I  am, 
Sir, 

Your  Most  obedient  Humble  Servant 

Governor  of  New  York  DARTMOUTH 


From  Earl  of  Dartmouth 

(No.  26)  Whitehall  7th  January  1775 

Sir 

Since  my  Letter  to  you  of  the  10th  of  December,  I 
have  received  two  from  you,  the  one  dated  the  2d  of 


260  THE  COLDEN  PAPERS— 1765-1775 

November  inclosing  the  Proceedings  of  the  General  Con- 
gress, the  other  of  the  7th  December  inclosing  a  plan  of 
Union  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies  proposed 
by  Mr  Gallaway  in  that  Congress. 

The  Affairs  of  America  are  now  come  to  a  Crisis  and 
as  the  consideration  will  be  taken  up  by  both  Houses  of 
Parliament  immediately  after  the  Holydays  it  cannot 
but  be  the  wish  of  every  candid  and  unprejudiced  person 
that  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Congress  had  been  of 
such  a  colour  and  complexion  as  to  have  invited  accom- 
modation without  provoking  the  vengeance  of  the  Mother 
Country. 

The  Idea  of  Union  upon  some  general  constitutional 
Plan  is  certainly  very  just  and  I  have  no  doubt  of  its' 
being  yet  attainable,  thro'  some  channel  of  mutual  con- 
sideration and  discussion. 

Inclosed  I  send  you  the  Copy  of  a  Memorial  of  Col. 
Ord  whose  long  and  faithful  Services  in  America  render 
him  an  Object  of  public  attention,  and  I  am  commanded 
by  the  King  to  signify  to  you  His  Majesty's  Pleasure  that 
he  be  allowed  to  locate  the  5,000  Acres  for  which  he  ob- 
tained a  Mandamus  upon  the  Tract  to  which  he  refers 
in  his  Memorial. 

With  this  Letter  you  will  receive  a  Package  inclosing 
to  General  Carleton  the  King's  Commission  and  Instruc- 
tions and  other  Documents  for  the  Government  of  Que- 
bec under  the  new  Constitution,  and  as  it  is  of  great  Con- 
sequence that  he  should  receive  these  Instruments  as 
early  as  possible,  I  am  commanded  by  the  King  to  signify 
to  you  His  Majesty's  Pleasure  that  you  do  engage  some 
trusty  Person  to  carry  the  Dispatch  to  Quebec  by  way 
of  the  Lakes,  and  that  you  do  draw  a  Bill  upon  Mr  Pown- 
all  for  whatever  reasonable  Expence  shall  be  incurred  in 
that  Service. 

I  am 
Sir 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

Dartmouth 

Lieu1  Govr  Colden 
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(Copy) 

To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 
Trade  and  Plantations. 

The  Memorial  of  Colonel  Thomas  Ord  of 
the  Royal  Regiment  of  artillery. 

Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  your  Memorialist  (in  consideration  of  long  and 
faithful  Services  in  the  West  Indies,  North  America  and 
elsewhere)  obtained  in  the  year  1765,  a  Mandamus  for 
Five  Thousand  Acres  of  Land  in  the  province  of  New 
York;  but  has  not  been  able  (on  account  of  the  unreason- 
able Claims  and  pretensions  to  Lands  in  that  province) 
to  obtain  a  Location  there. 

That  your  Memorialist  is  now  informed,  that  there  is 
a  certain  Tract  of  Land  vacant  and  vested  in  the  Crown, 
bounded  as  followeth,  that  is  to  say,  "West  upon  the 
"East  Bounds  of  the  Patent  of  Kinderhook;  North  upon 
"the  South  bounds  of  the  Manor  of  Rensselaerwyke ;  East 
"upon  the  line  between  the  province  of  the  Massachusets 
"Bay  and  New  York,  and  South  upon  the  North  Bounds 
"of  the  late  confirmation  to  Colonel  John  Van  Rensselaer, 
"the  land  is  also  described  in  a  plan  as  bounded  by  An 
"Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  province  of  New 
"York  and  the  Lines  of  the  several  Patents  thereunto 
"adjoining." 

And  your  Memorialist  therefore  humbly  requests  the 
favour  of  your  Lordships  interposition  with  the  King 
that  His  Majesty  may  be  graciously  pleased  to  grant  an 
Order  for  Locating  the  said  Mandamus  upon  that  Tract. 


From  Earl  of  Dartmouth 

(No.  27)  Whitehall  1st  February  1775 

Sir, 

I  have  received  your  Letters  of  the  3d  &  4th  of  Janu- 
ary Ns  10  &  11  and  have  laid  them  before  The  King. 

The  appointment  to  the  office  of  Surveyor  General 
of  Lands,  is  in  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  and  I  find  upon 
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inquiry  that  Mr  Fanning  was  nominated  to  it  some  time 
since  by  Commission  from  their  Lordships;  that  must 
certainly  supercede  any  other  Nomination.  In  anything 
that  depends  upon  me  I  shall  always  be  forward  to  shew 
every  mark  of  attention  to  a  faithful  Servant  of  the 
Crown. 

The  discovery  of  the  Arms,  Lead,  and  Gunpowder 
imported  in  the  Ship  Lady  Gage,  is  a  proof  how  neces- 
sary our  precautions  were,  &  Mr  Elliot's  spirited  and 
proper  conduct  is  very  much  approved,  as  well  as  that  of 
the  Gentlemen  who  assured  him  of  their  protection  on 
the  occasion. 

A  few  instances  of  such  a  Determined  Resolution  not 
to  submit  to  the  tyranny  of  Mobs  would  soon,  I  am  per- 
suaded, overcome  their  violence,  and  restore  vigour  and 
tranquillity  to  Government  more  especially  if  it  should 
turn  out  that  the  Assembly,  when  it  meets,  adopts,  as  I 
trust  it  will,  Measures  of  Prudence  and  Conciliation. 
I  am  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  Humble  Servant, 

Dartmouth 

Lieu1  Govr  Colden 


From  William  Tryon 

[February,  1775  ?] 
Dear  Sir 

I  am  happy  to  find  by  the  favor  of  your  letter  of  the 
4th  of  Jany  that  the  Province  maintains  a  Temper  and 
Moderation  becoming  their  Loyalty  to  their  Sovereign 
and  Regard  to  their  Mother  Country 

Your  intelligence  that  you  have  appointed  your  Son 
David  to  the  office  of  Surveyer  Genl,  on  the  Death  of 
your  Elder  Son  Alexr  (a  circumstance  I  condole  with  you 
upon)  was  a  measure  very  Natural  and  what  I  could  not 
disapprove  but  as  my  private  letters  inform  me  you  have 
given  the  Commission  during  good  behavior,  diametri- 
cally repugnant  to  the  Royal  Instructions  It  will  be  but 
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Candor  in  me  to  assure  you  I  can  neither  Countenance 
nor  favor  the  Tenure  of  that  appointment 
I  am, 
DrSr 

Your  Very  Humble  Serv* 

Lt  Gov'  Colden  Wm  TRYON 


From  Earl  of  Dartmouth 

Circular  Whitehall  22d  Febry  1775 

Sir, 

Inclosed  I  send  you  by  the  King's  Command  a  joint 
Address  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament  to  His  Majesty 
upon  a  Consideration  of  the  Papers  which  had  been  com- 
municated to  them  relative  to  the  State  of  the  American 
Colonies,  together  with  His  Majesty's  most  gracious  An- 
swer to  the  said  Address. 

I  likewise  send  you  a  printed  Copy  of  a  Bill  brought 
into  the  House  of  Commons  for  restraining  the  Trade  and 
Fisheries  of  the  four  New  England  Governments  for  a 
limited  time,  together  with  a  Copy  of  a  Resolution  de- 
claratory of  the  Sense  of  Parliament  upon  the  Subject 
of  Taxation,  which  Resolution  was  moved  in  the  Com- 
mittee on  Monday  last,  &  carried  by  a  Majority  of  274 
to  88. 

As  these  two  Measures  are  as  yet  in  the  first  Stages 
only  of  Consideration  and  as  the  Bill  may  possibly  admit, 
in  its  further  progress,  of  some  Alteration,  I  shall  only 
say  upon  them  that  I  flatter  myself  that  the  firm  Deter- 
mination of  Parliament  to  preserve  the  Colonies  in  a  due 
Dependance  upon  this  Kingdom,  tempered  with  the  Jus- 
tice and  Moderation  expressed  in  the  last  Resolution  of 
the  Committee,  will  have  the  effect  to  produce  such  a 
Conduct  on  the  part  of  the  Colonies  as  shall  lead  to  a 
Restoration  of  the  public  Tranquillity. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

Governor  of  New  York  DARTMOUTH 

VOL.    VII 
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[Copy] 

Lunae  20°  die  Febru  1775 

The  House  in  a  Committee  on  the  American  papers; 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,  That  it  is  the 
opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  when  the  Governor  Coun- 
cil &  Assembly  or  General  Court  of  any  of  His  Majesty's 
Provinces  or  Colonies  in  America  shall  propose  to  make 
provision  according  to  the  Condition,  Circumstances  and 
Situation  of  such  province  or  Colony,  for  contributing 
their  proportion  to  the  Common  Defence  (such  propor- 
tion to  be  raised  under  the  Authority  of  the  General 
Court  or  General  Assembly  of  such  Province  or  Colony 
and  disposable  by  Parliament)  and  shall  engage  to  make 
provision  also  for  the  support  of  the  Civil  Government 
and  the  administration  of  Justice  in  such  Province  or 
Colony,  it  will  be  proper,  if  such  proposal  shall  be  ap- 
proved by  His  Majesty  and  the  two  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment and  for  so  long  as  such  provision  shall  be  made 
accordingly,  to  forbear  in  respect  of  such  province  or 
Colony  to  levy  and  Duty  Tax  or  Assessment  or  to  im- 
pose any  further  Duty  Tax  or  Assessment  except  only 
such  Duties  as  it  may  be  expedient  to  continue  to  levy 
or  to  impose  for  the  regulation  of  Commerce,  the  Net 
produce  of  the  Duties  last  mentioned  to  be  carried  to  the 
Account  of  such  province  or  Colony  respectively. 


Motion  in  the  House  of  Commons 

Thursday  the  2d  February  1775 

That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  His  Majesty 
to  return  His  Majesty  our  most  humble  Thanks  for 
having  been  graciously  pleased  to  communicate  to  this 
House  the  several  Papers  relating  to  the  present  State  of 
the  British  Colonies  in  America,  which  by  His  Majesty's 
Command  have  been  laid  before  this  House;  and  from 
which,  after  taking  them  into  Our  most  serious  consider- 
ation, we  find  that  a  part  of  His  Majesty's  Subjects  in 
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the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  have  proceeded 
so  far  to  resist  the  Authority  of  the  Supreme  Legislature, 
that  a  Rebellion  at  this  time  actually  exists  within  the 
said  Province ;  And  we  see  with  the  utmost  Concern,  that 
they  have  been  countenanced  &  encouraged  by  unlawful 
Combinations  &  Engagements  entered  into  by  His  Ma- 
jesty's Subjects  in  several  of  the  other  Colonies  to  the 
injury  &  oppression  of  many  of  their  innocent  fellow 
Subjects  residing  in  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  &  the 
rest  of  His  Majesty's  Dominions:  That  this  Misconduct 
on  their  Part  appears  to  Us  the  more  inexcusable  when 
we  Consider  with  how  much  Temper  His  Majesty  &  the 
two  Houses  of  Parliament  have  acted  in  support  of  the 
Laws  &  Constitution  of  G*  Britain.  To  declare  that  We 
can  never  so  far  desert  the  Trust  reposed  in  Us,  as  to 
relinquish  any  Part  of  the  Sovereign  Authority  over  all 
His  Majesty's  Dominions  which  by  Law  is  vested  in  His 
Majesty  &  the  two  Houses  of  Pari1  &  that  the  Conduct 
of  many  Persons  in  several  of  the  Colonies  during  the  late 
Disturbances  is  alone  sufficient  to  convince  us  how  nec- 
essary this  Power  is  for  the  Protection  of  the  Lives  & 
Fortunes  of  all  His  Majesty's  Subjects;  that  we  ever  have 
been  &  always  shall  be  ready  to  pay  Attention  &  Regard 
to  any  real  Grievances  of  any  of  His  Majesty's  Subjects, 
which  shall  in  a  dutiful  &  Constitutional  manner  be  laid 
before  Us;  and  whenever  any  of  the  Colonies  shall  make 
proper  application  to  Us,  we  shall  be  ready  to  afford  them 
every  just  &  reasonable  Indulgence;  But  that  at  the  same 
time  We  consider  it  as  our  indispensible  Duty  humbly  to 
beseech  His  Majesty  that  his  Majesty  will  take  the  most 
Effectual  Measures  to  enforce  due  Obedience  to  the  Laws 
&  the  Authority  of  the  Supreme  Legislature;  &  that  We 
beg  leave  in  the  most  solemn  manner  to  assure  His 
Majesty  that  it  is  Our  fixed  Resolution  at  the  Hazard 
of  Our  Lives  &  Properties  to  stand  by  His  Majesty  against 
all  Rebellious  Attempts  in  the  maintenance  of  the  just 
Rights  of  His  Majesty  &  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament, 
carried  by  a  Majority  of  304 
against 105 
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From  Admiral  Samuel  Graves 

Preston  at  Boston  25  feb.  1775 
Sir 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  letter  you  did  me 
the  Honor  to  write  to  me,  by  Lieu1  Robertson;  and  sin- 
cerely congratulate  you  on  the  very  proper  behaviour  of 
your  Assembly  with  respect  to  the  Quebec  and  Boston 
acts,  they  were  no  doubt  urged  to  a  very  contrary  conduct. 

Permit  me  Sir  sincerely  to  wish  that  their  future 
proceedings  may  be  equally  judicious,  and  that  your 
Honor  may  experience  the  high  satisfaction  to  see  them 
lay  aside  their  senseless  opposition  to  their  indulgent 
Mother  Country,  and  Unite  in  endeavouring  to  restore 
Publick  Tranquility  and  a  due  subjection  to  the  Laws 
among  themselves.  It  would  give  me  great  pleasure  to 
serve  L1  Robertson  as  he  had  the  honor  of  your  Introduc- 
tion, but  the  number  of  Gentlemen  I  have  with  very  pow- 
erful recommendations  leave  Me  No  room  to  imagine  any 
thing  can  be  done  for  him  while  I  command  on  this 
station  I  am  with  very  great  respect  and  esteem — Sir 

Your  Honor's 

Most  obedient  and  Most  humble  Servant 

His  Honor  L*  Gov'  Colden.  Sam1  GRAVES 


From  Thomas  Gage 

Boston  Febry  26th  1775 
Sir, 

I  have  received  your's  of  the  20th  Ins1  with  a  Letter 
for  the  Admiral,  which  I  Sealed  and  forwarded,  but  have 
not  seen  him  since,  to  know  his  Determination  upon  the 
subject  in  Question.  I  am  however  of  opinion  that  he 
will  do  what  you  wish  him,  to  do,  if  I  can  form  any  Judge- 
ment from  Conversations  I  have  had  with  him  of  the 
Propriety  of  the  Measure. 

The  Conduct  of  your  Assembly  gives  fresh  spirits  to 
the  Royalists  in  this  Province,  who  wait  with  the  greatest 
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Impatience  to  hear  the  Fate  of  the  Beulah.  If  she  lands 
her  Cargo  it  will  be  the  means  of  inducing  other  Ports 
in  every  Province  to  do  the  like.  We  have  yet  had  no 
Tryal  of  the  kind  in  this  Province,  but  I  think  if  any  ship 
arrives  with  a  resolute  Master  that  he  will  carry  his  Point, 
particularly  at  Marblehead;  where  they  have  appeared 
the  stoutest  and  most  insolent  if  you  judge  of  them  by 
their  Resolves.  But  the  Committee  of  Inspection  there 
has  been  roughly  handled  lately  on  account  of  a  seizure, 
and  have  acted  with  more  meekness  than  was  expected 
from  them  by  the  Rebel  Party.  The  Admiral  has  threat- 
ened the  Town  and  pressed  some  of  their  People,  and  I 
have  declared  I  would  apprehend  them  if  they  presumed 
to  touch  any  man's  Property. 

I  sincerely  pray  that  New  York  may  continue  to  pur- 
sue the  Road  she  is  in,  and  merit  the  Distinction  of  the 
Royal  Province,  and  the  Saviours  of  America,  and  that 
you  may  live  to  see  the  Completion  of  the  good  work 
you  have  so  happily  began 

I  am  with  great  Respect  and  Esteem, 

Sir 
Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Honbie  Lieu1  Gov1"  Golden  ThOs'    GAGE 


From  William  Tryon 

Dear  Sir,  LoNDON  2'  March  1775 

Your  Dispatch  of  the  1st  of  Febry  exceedingly  rejoiced 
me,  and  I  flatter  myself  it  may  be  the  presage  of  re- 
spectfull,  Dutifull  and  reasonable  Memorials,  which  will 
be  I  am  sanguine  enough  to  believe  attended  with  the 
desired  success. 

I  sent  Your  Dispatch  to  Lord  Dartmouth,  and  had  his 
Compliments  in  return  with  his  Lordships  "hearty  Con- 
gratulations." 

I  hope  you  will  avoid  in  the  Petitions  calling  the  Brit- 
ish Supremacy  into  Question,  but  on  the  Contrary,  shew 
a  liberal  disposition  to  Contribute  to  the  defence  of  the 
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Empire,  and  a  hearty  zeal  to  restore  public  tranquility, 
the  latter  indeed  our  Province  in  their  late  determinations 
have  testified  their  readiness  to  forward. 

His  Majesty  at  his  Levee  this  Morning  expressed  him- 
self well  pleased  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Legislative 
Body  of  New  York:  I  told  His  Majesty,  His  Government 
of  N.  York  was  most  firmly  attatched  to  His  Government 
and  his  Empire  and  that  I  was  satesfied,  it  would  go  far- 
ther lengths  to  meet  this  Country  than  any  Colony  in 
America:  Your  Speech  and  both  the  Addresses  were  ap- 
proved by  those  in  Power,  that  I  conversed  with;  I  am 
sure  I  have  every  reason  to  be  pleased  with  the  very 
honorary  Complimts,  paid  me  in  them. 

The  Board  of  Trade  have  at  length  made  a  beginning 
in  their  discussions  on  the  Land  Department  of  New 
York,  and  I  am  pleased  to  find  a  temper  and  disposition 
to  get  through  in  the  best  manner  they  can  the  intricacy's 
in  that  department :  I  give  close  attendance  and  shall  by 
every  possible  means  solicit  a  final  and  liberal  determina- 
tion ;  though  it  is  to  me  very  doubtf ull  if  I  am  to  be  again 
entrusted  with  the  Reins  of  Government;  I  was  pressed 
to  go  out  immediately;  My  recovering  health  would  not 
admit  of  it;  I  have  asked  to  stay  till  May,  to  reap  the 
Benefit  of  the  Bath  Waters,  (absolutely  necessary)  for 
Six  Weeks  or  a  Month.  If  this  indulgence  is  refused,  an- 
other Gentleman  will  succeed  to  the  Government :  It  was 
probably  determined  this  Day:  To-morrow  perhaps,  will 
make  known  my  distination:  In  either  case  the  Province 
and  its  Inhabitants  have  my  best  Services  at  their  Com- 
mand. Lord  Dartmouth  observed  to  me  to  day,  notwith- 
standing the  General  Satisfaction,  that  there  was  no  Idea 
held  up  by  the  Legislature  of  N.  York  of  any  acknowl- 
edgment of  the  Supremacy  of  the  British  Legislature  over 
the  Empire;  The  Memorials  and  Representations  I  trust 
will  be  expressive  of  that  Sentiment :  I  am  with  my  best 
Compliments  to  Your  Family,  and  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
Council,  Dear  Sr 

Your  very  obed*  Humble  Serv* 

Lieut  Govr  Colden  Wm  TryON 
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From  Earl  of  Dartmouth 

Circular  Whitehall  March  3d  1775 

Sir, 

You  will  have  seen  in  the  King's  Answer  to  the  joint 
Address  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament  on  the  7th  of  Feb- 
ruary (which  Address  &  Answer  have  been  already  trans- 
mitted to  you)  how  much  attention  His  Majesty  was 
graciously  pleased  to  give  to  the  Assurance,  held  out  in 
that  Address,  of  the  Readiness  of  Parliament  to  afford 
every  just  and  reasonable  Indulgence  to  the  Colonies, 
whenever  they  should  make  a  proper  Application  on  the 
ground  of  any  real  Greivance  they  might  have  to  com- 
plain of;  and  therefore  I  have  the  less  Occasion  now  to 
enlarge  upon  the  Satisfaction  it  hath  given  His  Majesty 
to  see  that  Address  followed  by  the  inclosed  Resolution 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  which,  whatever  may  be  the 
effect  of  it,  (I  trust  a  happy  One)  will  for  ever  remain 
an  Evidence  of  their  Justice  and  Moderation  &  manifest 
the  Temper  which  has  accompanied  their  Deliberations 
upon  that  Question  which  has  been  the  Source  of  so  much 
Disquiet  to  His  Majesty's  Subjects  in  America,  &  the  Pre- 
tence for  Acts  of  such  criminal  Disorder  and  Disobedi- 
ence. 

His  Majesty,  ardently  wishing  to  see  a  Reconciliation 
of  the  unhappy  Differences  which  have  produced  those 
Disorders,  by  every  means  through  which  it  may  be  ob- 
tained, without  prejudice  to  the  just  Authority  of  Par- 
liament, which  His  Majesty  will  never  suffer  to  be  vio- 
lated, approves  the  Resolution  of  His  faithfull  Commons, 
and  commands  me  to  transmit  it  to  you,  not  doubting 
that  this  happy  Disposition  to  comply  with  every  just 
and  reasonable  Wish  of  the  King's  Subjects  in  America 
will  meet  with  such  a  return  of  Duty  and  Affection  on 
their  part,  as  will  lead  to  a  happy  Issue  of  the  present 
Disputes,  and  to  a  Re-establishment  of  the  public  Tran- 
quillity on  those  grounds  of  Equity,  Justice  &.  Modera- 
tion, which  this  Resolution  holds  forth. 

The  King  has  the  greater  Satisfaction  in  this  Resolu- 
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tion,  and  the  greater  Confidence  in  the  good  effects  of  it, 
from  having  seen  that,  amidst  all  the  Intemperance  into 
which  a  People,  jealous  of  their  Liberties,  have  been  un- 
fortunately misled,  they  have  nevertheless  avowed  the 
Justice,  the  Equity  &  the  Propriety  of  Subjects  of  the 
same  state  contributing,  according  to  their  Abilities  and 
Situation,  to  the  public  Burthens;  and  I  think  I  am  war- 
ranted in  saying  that  this  Resolution  holds  no  Proposi- 
tion beyond  that. 

I  am  unwilling  to  suppose  that  any  of  the  King's 
Subjects  in  the  Colonies  can  have  so  far  forgot  the  Bene- 
fits they  have  received  from  the  Parent  State  as  not  to 
acknowledge  that  it  is  to  her  Support,  held  forth  at  the 
Expence  of  her  Blood  and  Treasure,  that  they  princi- 
pally owe  that  Security  which  hath  raised  them  to  their 
present  state  of  Opulence  and  Importance.  In  this  Situ- 
ation, therefore,  Justice  requires  that  they  should,  in  re- 
turn, contribute  according  to  their  respective  Abilities, 
to  the  common  Defence;  and  their  own  Welfare  &  Inter- 
est demand  that  their  Civil  Establishment  should  be 
supported  with  a  becoming  Dignity. 

It  has  been  the  Care,  and  I  am  persuaded  it  is  the 
firm  determination  of  Parliament  to  see  that  both  these 
Ends  are  answered,  and  their  Wisdom  and  Moderation 
have  suggested  the  Propriety  of  leaving  to  each  Colony 
to  judge  of  the  ways  and  means  of  making  due  Provi- 
sion for  these  purposes,  reserving  to  themselves  a  dis- 
cretionary power  of  approving  or  disapproving  what  shall 
be  offered. 

The  Resolution  neither  points  out  what  the  Civil  Es- 
tablishment should  be,  nor  demands  any  specifick  Sum 
in  aid  of  the  public  Burthens:  In  both  these  respects  it 
leaves  full  Scope  for  that  Justice  and  Liberality  which 
may  be  expected  from  Colonies  that  under  all  their 
prejudices,  have  never  been  wanting  in  Expressions  of 
an  affectionate  attachment  to  the  Mother  Country,  &  a 
zealous  regard  for  the  general  Welfare  of  the  British 
Empire,  and  therefore  the  King  trusts  that  the  Provision 
they  will  engage  to  make  for  the  support  of  Civil  Govern- 
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ment  will  be  adequate  to  the  Rank  &  Station  of  every 
necessary  officer,  and  that  the  Sum  to  be  given  in  Con- 
tribution to  the  common  defence  will  be  offered  on  such 
terms,  and  proposed  in  such  terms,  and  proposed  in  such 
a  way,  as  to  increase  or  diminish  according  as  the  public 
Burthens  of  this  Kingdom  are  from  time  to  time  aug- 
mented or  reduced,  in  so  far  as  those  Burthens  consist  of 
Taxes  and  Duties  which  are  not  a  Security  for  the  Na- 
tional Debt.  By  such  a  mode  of  Contribution  the  Col- 
onies will  have  full  Security  that  they  can  never  be  re- 
quired to  tax  themselves  without  Parliament's  taxing  the 
Subjects  of  this  Kingdom  in  a  far  greater  Proportion,  and 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  any  Proposition  of  this  nature 
made  by  any  of  the  Colonies,  and  accompanied  with  such 
a  state  of  their  Faculties  and  Ability  as  may  evince  the 
Equity  of  the  proposal,  will  be  received  with  every  pos- 
sible Indulgence,  provided  it  be  at  the  same  time  unac- 
companied with  any  Declarations,  and  unmixed  with  any 
Claims,  which  will  make  it  impossible  for  the  King,  con- 
sistent with  his  own  Dignity,  or  for  Parliament,  consist- 
ent with  their  constitutional  Rights,  to  receive  it.  But  I 
will  not  suppose  that  any  "of  the  Colonies  will,  after  this 
Example  of  the  Temper  and  Moderation  of  Parliament, 
adopt  such  a  Conduct,  on  the  Contrary  I  will  cherish  the 
pleasing  hope  that  the  public  Peace  will  be  restored,  and 
that  the  Colonies,  forgetting  all  other  trivial  and  ground- 
less Complaint  which  Ill-humour  hath  produced,  will  en- 
ter into  the  Consideration  of  the  Resolution  of  the  House 
of  Commons  with  that  Calmness  and  Deliberation  which 
the  Importance  of  it  demands,  &  with  that  Goodwill  and 
Inclination  to  a  Reconciliation  which  are  due  to  the  Can- 
dour &  Justice  with  which  Parliament  has  taken  up  this 
Business,  and  at  once  declared  to  the  Colonies  what  will 
be  ultimately  expected  from  them. 

I  have  already  said  that  the  King  entirely  approves 
the  Resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  His  Ma- 
jesty commands  me  to  say  that  a  Compliance  therewith 
by  the  General  Assembly  of  New  York,  which  has  already 
shewn  so  good  a  Disposition  towards  a  Reconciliation 
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with  the  Mother  Country,  will  be  most  graciously  con- 
sidered by  His  Majesty,  not  only  as  a  testimony  of  their 
Reverence  for  Parliament,  but  also  as  a  Mark  of  their 
Duty  and  Attachment  to  their  Sovereign,  who  has  no  ob- 
ject nearer  to  His  Heart  than  the  Peace  and  Prosperity 
of  His  Subjects  in  every  part  of  His  Dominions.  At  the 
same  time  His  Majesty  considers  himself  as  bound  by 
every  Tye  to  exert  those  means  the  Constitution  has 
placed  in  his  Hands  for  preserving  that  Constitution 
entire,  and  to  resist  with  firmness  every  Attempt  to  vio- 
late the  Rights  of  Parliament ;  to  distress  and  obstruct  the 
lawfull  Commerce  of  His  Subjects;  &  to  encourage  in  the 
Colonies  Ideas  of  Independance  inconsistent  with  their 
Connection  with  this  Kingdom. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

Dartmouth 

Governor  of  New  York 


From  William  Tryon 

London  3d  March  1775 
Dear  Sir, 

I  was  this  Evening  honored  with  a  few  lines  from  the 
Earl  of  Dartmouth  notifying  to  me  in  the  most  honorable 
terms,  His  Majesty's  most  gracious  permission  to  remain 
in  England  till  May,  for  the  establishment  of  my  health : 
This  Indulgence  I  gratefully  accepted,  and  to  Avail 
myself  of  this  Interval,  shall  return  to  Bath,  for  a  few 
Weeks,  untill  Your  Petitions  &c  arrive  by  the  Packet, 
which  I  earnestly  hope,  may  draw  such  Grace  from  this 
Country,  as  will  entitle  me  to  be  the  Welcome  bearer  of 
it  in  America  In  June  or  beginning  of  July  next.  I  am 
DrSir 

Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  Serv1 

Wm  Tryon 

Lieu1  Govr  Colden 
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From  Earl  of  Dartmouth 

Circular  (private)  Whitehall  March  3d  1775 

Sir, 

My  separate  dispatch  of  this  days  date  inclosing  a 
Resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons,  may  be  ostensibly 
of  use  in  case  the  General  Assembly  should  think  fit  to 
take  up  the  Consideration  of  that  Resolution,  but  it  is 
fit  I  should  observe  to  you  that  it  is  not  His  Majesty's 
Intention,  for  very  obvious  reasons,  that  you  should  offi- 
cially communicate  it  to  them.  At  the  same  time  as  I 
think  it  cannot  fail  to  be  an  object  of  discussion  in  the 
assembly,  I  must  add  that  The  King  considers  that  the 
good  effect  of  it  will,  in  great  Measure,  depend  upon  your 
Ability  and  Address  in  a  proper  Explanation  of  it  to  those 
whose  Situation  and  Connections  may  enable  them  to 
give  facility  to  the  measures  it  points  to;  and  His  Majes- 
ty has  no  doubt  that  you  will  exert  every  endeavour  to 
induce  such  a  Compliance  on  the  part  of  the  Assembly, 
as  may  correspond  with  His  Majesty's  Ideas  of  their  Jus- 
tice ;  and  His  earnest  Wishes  to  see  a  happy  Restoration 
of  the  publick  Tranquility. 

I  am 
Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

Dartmouth 

L1  Governor  of  New  York 


From  Earl  of  Dartmouth 

(No.  28)  Whitehall  March  4th  1775 

Sir, 

The  American  Packets  having  been  detained  a  few 
days  beyond  the  usual  time  of  their  sailing,  gives  me  an 
opportunity  of  acquainting  you  that  your  dispatch  of  the 
1st  of  February  has  been  received,  &  of  assuring  you  that 
the  Sentiments  of  Duty  to  the  King,  and  Wishes  of  a 
Reconciliation  with  the  Mother  Country  so  fully  ex- 
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pressed  in  the  Addresses  of  the  Council  and  Assembly,  in 
answer  to  your  very  prudent  &  proper  Speech  to  them, 
have  been  very  graciously  received  by  His  Majesty,  and 
have  given  general  Satisfaction  to  all  Ranks  of  People  in 
this  Kingdom. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

Dartmouth 

Lieutenant  Governor  Colden 


From  John  Pownall 

«.  Whitehall  March  15th  1775 

Sir, 

I  am  desired  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade 
and  Plantations,  to  send  to  you,  for  your  information, 
the  inclosed  Extracts  of  the  Minutes  of  their  Lordships 
proceedings  upon  several  Petitions  and  Memorials  re- 
ferred and  presented  to  them,  relative  to  the  pretensions 
of  sundry  persons  to  the  District,  commonly  called  King's 
District,  and  other  Lands  adjacent  thereto,  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  New  York,  heretofore  claimed  for  Mr  Van  Ren- 
selaer. 
I  am, 
Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

J.  Pownall 

Lieut  Governor  Colden 


At  a  Meeting  of  His  Majesty's  Commissioners  for  Trade 
and  Plantations 

Thursday,  February  23d  1775 
Present 
Mr  Jenyns  Mr  Gascoyne 

Mr  Keene  Mr  Greville 

The  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  one  of  His  Majesty's  princi- 
pal Secretaries  of  State,  attends. 
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Their  Lordships  took  into  consideration  the  State  of 
His  Majesty's  Province  of  New  York  in  respect  to  the 
Disputes,  which  have  arisen  in  that  Province,  and  the 
Disorders,  that  have  prevailed  therein  to  the  disturbance 
of  the  publick  peace,  by  means  of  the  Claims  and  pre- 
tensions, that  have  been  set  up  on  different  grounds  and 
Titles  to  Lands  in  that  Province;  and  the  following 
papers,  relative  to  a  Tract  of  Land  lying  between  Hud- 
sons  River  and  the  Boundary  Line  between  New  York 
and  Massachusets  Bay,  heretofore  claimed  under  an  an- 
cient Grant  by  Mr  Van  Renselaer,  and  others,  were  read, 
and  considered;  Viz. 

Order  of  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Council  for 
Plantation  Affairs,  dated  26th  of  August  1773,  referring 
to  this  Board,  for  their  consideration  and  report,  the 
Petition  of  Major  General  Simon  Fraser  on  behalf  of 
himself  and  sixteen  other  officers,  praying,  that  they 
may  be  included  in  any  Grant  or  Order,  hereafter  to 
be  made  in  favour  of  the  Captains  Campbell  and  Curry, 
and  their  Associates,  of  Lands  in  the  Province  of  New 
York,  so  as  to  entitle  the  Petitioners  to  a  Share  thereof, 
agreeable  to  the  proportions  specified  in  the  Royal  proc- 
lamation of  the  7th  of  October  1763. 

Order  of  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Council  for 
Plantation  Affairs,  dated  August  26th  1773,  referring  to 
this  Board,  for  their  consideration  and  report,  the  Peti- 
tion of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Stewart,  and  Seven  others  in 
behalf  of  themselves,  and  several  other  officers,  who 
served  in  America  during  the  last  War,  setting  forth  their 
Services,  and  the  Expences  they  have  incurred  in  prose- 
cuting His  Majesty's  Right  to  certain  Lands  claimed  by 
John  Van  Renselaer  Esqr  in  New  York;  and  praying  for 
a  Grant  of  a  Tract  containing  Two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  Acres  of  the  said  Land. 

Petition  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  Westenhook  Patent 
to  Governor  Tryon,  praying,  that  Patents  may  be  granted 
to  each  Proprietor  for  such  Share  of  the  Lands  contained 
in  several  Lots  therein  specified,  as  to  each  of  them  shall, 
upon  the  said  Division,  be  allotted,  (except  out  of  the 
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Lots  Ns.  9,  12,  and  — ,  the  Land  formerly  granted  to 
Stephen  Bayard  and  his  Associates;)  and  that  the  said 
Grants  may  be  subject  to  those  Conditions,  to  which  they 
are  now  subject  by  their  present  Patent. 

Petition  of  James  Savage,  in  behalf  of  himself  and 
several  hundred  others,  to  the  Board,  dated  Septemr  20th 
1774,  praying  the  Confirmation  of  their  Title  to  certain 
Lands,  therein  described,  in  the  Province  of  New  York, 
which  are  possessed,  and  have  been  cultivated  by  them. 

Letter  from  Mr  Savage  to  the  Secretary  to  this  Board, 
dated  February  17"1  1775,  relative  to  his  Petition;  and 
inclosing 

A  Letter  to  him  from  P.  V.  Schaack,  dated  New  York, 
Decemr  24th  1774  on  the  same  subject. 

Mr  Savage's  Case, 

Memorial  of  Samuel  Bayard,  in  behalf  of  himself  and 
his  Associates,  praying  to  be  put  in  quiet  possession  of 
their  property  in  a  Tract  of  Land,  called  Westenhook  Pat- 
ent, by  the  dismission  of  Mr  Savage's  Petition,  and  the 
Prohibition  of  all  Acts  of  Violence  by  his  Adherents. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr  Samuel  Bayard  Junr  to  Wil- 
liam Knox  Esqr-  dated  New  York  June  11th  1774  on  the 
same  Subject. 

It  appearing,  that  Mr  Bayard's  Memorial  was  not  sub- 
scribed by  any  person,  and  the  Secretary  having  in- 
formed the  Board,  that  it  had  been  delivered  to  him  this 
morning  by  Captain  Williamos,  on  behalf  of  the  Proprie- 
tors of  the  Westenhook  Patent,  who  claim  a  part  of  the 
Lands  in  question,  Captain  Williamos  was  called  in,  and 
being  asked,  if  he  had  authority  from  the  Proprietors  of 
the  Westenhook  Patent  to  act  for  them  in  this  Business, 
he  said,  he  had;  and  accordingly  subscribed  his  Name  to 
the  Memorial  above  mentioned,  as  their  Agent;  and  the 
Board  being  informed,  that  Mr  Savage  attended  without 
in  behalf  of  the  present  Occupants  and  Possessors  of  the 
Lands  in  question,  with  Mr  Ingersoll  his  Solicitor  and 
Advocate,  and  also  Colonel  Mc  Lean,  and  others,  on  be- 
half of  the  officers,  whose  Petitions  are  mention'd  above, 
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they  were  called  in,  &  each  respectively  heard  in  support 
of  their  Claims  and  pretensions. 

Colonel  Maclean  having  stated,  that  the  Governor 
and  Council  of  New  York  had,  in  direct  disobedience  to 
an  Order  of  Council,  (made  in  behalf  of  the  reduced  offi- 
cers), confirmed  to  Mr  Van  Renselaer,  by  Patent  Lands, 
which  they  claimed,  and  had  not  taken  any  notice  of  a 
Caveat  entered  by  them  against  such  Confirmation,  Mr 
Tryon  who  was  present  desired,  that  a  Letter  to  the  Earl 
of  Dartmouth,  containing  his  reasons  for  such  Confirma- 
tion, might  be  read ;  and  Lord  Dartmouth  having  directed 
the  said  Letter  to  be  produced,  it  was  accordingly  read. 

At  a  meeting  of  His  Majesty's  Commissioners  for  Trade 
and  Plantations, 

Friday  Febry  24,  1775 
Present 
Mr  Jenyns        Mr  Gascoyne 
Mr  Keene  Mr  Greville 

The  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  one  of  His  Majesty's  princi- 
pal Secretaries  of  State,  attends;  and  also  Mr  Tryon, 
Governor  of  New  York. 

Their  Lordships  made  a  further  progress  in  the  con- 
sideration of  the  business  of  New  York,  mentioned  in  the 
preceding  minutes;  and  the  parties  were  further  heard 
in  what  they  had  to  offer  in  support  of  their  respective 
claims  and  pretensions. 

At  a  meeting  of  His  Majesty's  Commissioners  for  Trade 
and  Plantations, 

Monday  Febry  29,  1775 
Present 
Mr  Jenyns         Mr  Gascoyne 
Mr  Jolliffe         Mr  Keene 
Mr  Greville 

The  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  one  of  His  Majesty's  prin- 
cipal Secretaries  of  State,  attends,  and  also  Mr  Tryon, 
Governor  of  New  York. 
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Their  Lordships  took  into  further  consideration  the 
business  of  New  York  mentioned  in  the  two  preceding 
days  minutes;  and  the  Parties  interested  in  the  Lands 
in  question  attending  again,  Mr  Dagge,  Solicitor  for  the 
reduced  officers,  submitted  to  the  Board  the  following 
proposal  for  adjusting  the  matter  in  controversy,  so  far 
as  it  regarded  the  claims  of  the  said  officers,  and  those 
of  the  present  Possessors  and  Occupants,  viz. 

"That  the  Petitioners  be  allowed  to  locate  their  Lands, 
"claimed  under  the  Proclamation,  upon  that  tract  within 
"the  Province  of  New  York,  which  lies  between  the  North 
"and  South  Manors  of  Renselaer  bounded  on  the  West 
"by  the  Kinderhook  Patent,  and  on  the  East  by  the  Juris- 
diction Line  between  the  Provinces  of  New  York  and 
"Massachusets,  as  far  as  such  locations  can  be  made 
"without  prejudice  to  the  present  Occupancies,  (now 
"under  actual  improvement),  allowing  to  each  Occupant 
"at  the  rate  of  fifty  Acres  of  Woodland  for  every  two 
"hundred  Acres  of  Land  under  actual  improvement,  and 
"so  in  proportion  for  a  greater  or  lesser  Number  of  Acres. 
"Such  parcels  of  Woodland  to  be  as  contiguous  as  pos- 
sible to  each  Occupancy,  to  which  the  same  shall  be  re- 
spectively allotted;  and  if  any  quantity  of  Woodland 
"shall  have  been  already  inclosed  by  any  of  the  Occu- 
"pants,  such  Woodland,  if  less  than  the  proportion  above 
"mentioned,  shall  be  reckoned  as  part  of  the  Woodland 
"so  directed  to  be  allotted  to  each  Occupancy,  as  afore- 
Said  ;  and  if  it  exceeds  the  number  of  fifty  Acres  in  that 
"case  no  Woodland  shall  be  allotted;  And  that,  in  so  far 
"as  the  vacant  Lands  shall  fall  short  of  the  quantity 
"claimed  by  the  Petitioners,  they  be  allowed  to  locate 
"double  the  quantity  of  such  residue  in  some  other  part 
"of  the  Province  of  New  York,  or  elsewhere  in  North 
"America  not  already  granted." 

Mr  Savage  having  desired,  by  his  Solicitor,  time  to 
consider  of  the  said  Proposal,  the  Parties  withdrew ;  and, 
after  a  short  time,  they  desired  to  be  called  in,  when  Mr 
Savage  signifies  his  consent  to,  and  approbation  of  the 
said  Proposal,  in  which  the  Board  acquiesced,  not  think- 
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ing,  that  any  thing  had  been  stated  or  proved  on  the  part 
of  the  Westenhook  Proprietors,  that  made  them,  in  this 
case,  objects  of  the  attention  of  Government;  and  there- 
fore that  they  should  be  left  to  prosecute  their  claims, 
if  they  had  any,  in  such  other  manner,  as  they  should  be 
advised. 

At  a  Meeting  of  His  Majesty's  Commissioners  for  Trade 
and  Plantations, 

Thursday  March  2,  1775 
Present 
Mr  Keene         Mr  Jenyns         Mr  Greville 

The  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  one  of  His  Majesty's  prin- 
cipal Secretaries  of  State,  attends;  and  also  Mr  Tryon, 
Governor  of  New  York. 

Their  Lordships  took  into  further  consideration  the 
state  of  the  Province  of  New  York,  more  particularly  in 
regard  to  the  Lands  between  the  Rivers  Hudson  and 
Connecticut,  upon  which  both  the  Province  of  New  York 
and  that  of  New  Hampshire  heretofore  claimed  a  right  of 
Jurisdiction,  and  upon  parts  of  which  Settlements  have 
been  made  by  grants  of  the  Governors  of  both  Provinces, 
in  some  instances,  of  the  same  Land,  by  means  whereof 
the  publick  peace  hath  been  disturbed,  and  the  course  of 
publick  Justice  obstructed. 

Upon  the  subject  of  these  claims  it  was  proposed  by 
Governor  Tryon,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Board,  that  such 
of  the  Grants  made  by  the  Governor  of  New  Hampshire 
to  the  West  of  Connecticut  River,  as  have  not  yet  been 
confirmed,  and  do  not  interfere  with  any  Grants  made  by 
the  Government  of  New  York,  or  that  of  Canada  before 
the  Conquest,  should  be  now  confirmed  to  the  present 
Occupants  and  Possessors,  subject  to  the  payment  of  the 
Quit  Rent  reserved  upon  all  Lands  granted  in  New  York. 

That  with  regard  to  those  Grants  made  by  the  Gov- 
ernor of  New  Hampshire  of  Lands  in  those  districts,  which 
do  either  interfere  with  Grants  made  by  the  Governor  of 
New  York,  or  the  Governor  of  Canada  before  the  Con- 
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quest,  it  would  be  adviseable  to  recommend  the  having 
some  Question  stated,  that  should  comprehend  the  whole 
of  the  case,  so  as  to  include  every  Claim,  and  an  Action 
brought  thereupon  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  New  York 
upon  such  grounds,  that,  either  by  means  of  a  Special 
Verdict,  or  upon  some  plea  of  Error,  an  Appeal  might 
lie  from  the  Judgement  of  the  said  Court  to  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council,  and  from  them  to  His  Majesty  in  His 
Privy  Council; — or  otherwise,  that  the  matter  should  be 
left  to  be  settled  by  Arbitration,  in  any  mode,  that  should 
be  satisfactory  to  the  different  Parties. 

At  a  Meeting  of  His  Majesty's  Commissioners  for  Trade 
and  Plantations, 

Thursday  March  9,  1775 
Present 
Mr  Jenyns  Mr  Gascoyne 

Lord  Robert  Spencer  Mr  Jolliffe 

Mr  Keene 

The  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  one  of  His  Majesty's  princi- 
pal Secretaries  of  State,  attends. 

The  Governor  of  New  York  attending  without,  with 
Mr  Burke,  Agent  for  that  Province,  and  also  Colonel 
Read,  lately  arrived  from  thence,  they  were  called  in; 
and  their  Lordships  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
State  of  the  disputes  touching  the  property  of  Lands  in 
New  York  between  Hudson's  River  and  Connecticut 
River;  and  Colonel  Read,  who  is  largely  interested  in 
those  Lands,  having  stated,  that  he  had  material  evi- 
dence and  information  to  lay  before  their  Lordships 
touching  this  matter,  it  was  agreed  to  reconsider  the 
Propositions  stated  in  the  minutes  of  the  2d  instant, 
when  Governor  Tryon,  who  was  going  to  Bath  on  account 
of  his  Health,  should  return  from  thence. 

Their  Lordships  being  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be 
proper,  in  order  to  prevent  any  further  Survey  or  Loca- 
tion of  Lands  in  King's  District,  and  on  the  other  Lands 
surrendered  by  Mr  Van  Renselaer,  that  a  Copy  of  the 
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Minutes  of  their  Lordships  proceedings  on  this  Subject 
should  be  sent  to  Lieutenant  Governor  Colden,  the  Secre- 
tary was  ordered  to  transmit  to  him  accordingly  a  Copy  of 
those  Minutes,  and  also  to  give  another  Copy  thereof 
to  Mr  Savage. 

A  true  Copy 

J.  Pownall 


From  Earl  of  Dartmouth 

[Copy] 

(Secret)  Whitehall  5th  April  1775 

Sir 

This  Letter  together  with  an  Instruction  from  the 
King  under  his  Majesty's  Sign  Manual  will  be  delivered 
to  you  by  Col.  Allan  Maclean  who  will  fully  explain  to 
you  the  object  to  which  that  Instruction  refers. 

The  Influence  which  Col.  Maclean  is  well  known  to 
have  among  the  Emigrants  from  the  Northwest  Parts 
of  North  Britain  and  the  zeal  he  has  manifested  upon 
all  occasions  for  the  Kings  Service  have  induced  his  Ma- 
jesty to  place  the  fullest  confidence  in  him  and  to  Au- 
thorize him  in  his  Majesty's  Name  to  enter  into  such 
Negotiation  with  them  as  may  produce  a  proper  Engage- 
ment on  their  Part  that  they  will  at  the  hazard  of  their 
Lives  &  Fortunes,  oppose  all  illegal  Combinations  and 
Insurrections  whatsoever,  &  give  their  utmost  aid  in 
suppressing  all  such  Practices  as  are  contrary  to  the  Laws 
of  the  Land  &  the  Kings  Authority. 

His  Majesty  considers  the  Execution  of  this  Service 
as  of  very  great  Importance  in  the  present  Moment,  and 
therefore  it  will  be  your  duty  to  give  every  Encourage- 
ment &  Assistance  in  your  Power  to  Col.  Maclean  to  en- 
able him  to  Effect  it:  but  you  will  observe  at  the  same 
Time  that  the  nature  of  the  Trust  his  Majesty  has 
thought  fit  to  repose  in  him  is  such  as  to  require  the 
greatest  secrecy  &  caution,  &  you  can  not  be  too  much 
upon  your  guard  against  any  discovery  of  the  real  object 
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of  this  Gentlemans  Mission,  as  such  Discovery  will  most 
probably  have  the  Consequence  to  defeat  the  good  Inten- 
tions of  it. 

I  am 
Sr 

Dartmouth 

L*    Govr   COLDEN 


From  John  Pownall 

Circular  Whitehall  5th  April  1775 

Sir 

As  it  may  be  of  Use  that  His  Majestys  Subjects  in 
America  should  be  informed  of  the  Proclamation  issued 
by  the  Order  of  the  States  General  prohibiting  the  Ex- 
portation of  Arms  and  Ammunition  from  their  Dominion, 
in  British  Ships,  or  in  their  own  Ships  without  leave  of 
their  College  of  Admiralty;  I  am  directed  by  Lord  Dart- 
mouth to  transmit  to  you  the  inclosed  Gazette  contain- 
ing the  said  Proclamation  which  you  will  cause  to  be 
printed  and  published  in  such  manner  as  you  shall  think 
fit. 

I  am, 
Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

John  Pownall 

Lieu1  Govr  of  New  York 


From  John  Pownall 

Circular  Whitehall  April  5th  1775 

Sir 

I  have  the  Honour  to  send  you  herewith  by  Lord 
Dartmouth's  directions  An  Act  of  Parliament  to  which 
His  Majesty  gave  the  Royal  Assent  on  Friday  last  en- 
titled "an  Act  to  restrain  the  Trade  &  Commerce  of  the 
"Provinces  of  Massachusetts  Bay  and  New  Hampshire  & 
"Colonies  of  Connecticut  &  Rhode  Island  &  Providence 
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"Plantation  in  North  America  to  Great  Britain,  Ireland 
"&  the  British  Islands  in  the  West  Indies,  &  to  prohibit 
"such  Provinces  &  Colonies  from  carrying  on  any  Fishery 
"on  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland,  or  other  places  therein 
"mentioned  under  certain  Conditions  and  Limitations." 
And  I  am  to  desire  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  cause  the 
said  Act  to  be  made  public  in  such  manner  as  has  been 
usual  on  like  Occasions. 
I  am 
Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

John  Pownall 

L*  Govr  of  New  York 


From  William  Tryon 

Private  London  15th  Ap1  1775 

Dear  Sir 

My  return  to  my  Government  is  once  more  become 
dubious  and  undetermined,  you  will  assuredly  I  think  be 
informed  of  this  Event  by  the  May  Packet.  I  have  only 
time  to  testify  the  Esteem  and  regard  with  which  I  am 
DT  Sr 

Yr  Very  Humble  Serv1 

Wm.  Tryon 

L1  G0Vr  COLDEN 

[Indorsed] 

To 
His  Honer  Lieut:  Govern  Colden 
&c  &c  &c 
New  York 
North  America 


A  Circumstantial  Account  of  an  Attack  that  happened  on 
the  19th  of  April  1775.  On  his  Majesty's  Troops,  by  a 
Number  of  the  People  of  the  Province  of  Massachusetts 
Bay. 

On  Tuesday  the  18th  April  about  half  past  Ten  at 
Night,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Smith  of  the  10th  Regiment, 
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Embarked  from  the  Common  at  Boston,  with  the  Grena- 
diers and  light  Infantry  of  the  Troops  there,  and  Landed 
on  the  opposite  side,  from  whence  he  began  his  March 
towards  Concord,  where  he  was  ordered  to  destroy  a 
Magazine  of  Military  Stores,  deposited  there  for  the  use 
of  an  Army  to  be  Assembled  in  Order  to  Act  against  his 
Majesty  and  his  Government.  The  Colonel  called  his 
officers  together,  and  gave  orders  that  the  Troops  should 
not  Fire,  unless  fired  upon;  and  after  Marching  a  few 
Miles,  detached  Six  Companies  of  light  Infantry,  under 
the  Command  of  Major  Pitcairn,  to  take  Possession  of 
Two  Bridges  on  the  other  Side  of  Concord.  Soon  after 
they  heard  many  Signal  Guns,  and  the  Ringing  of  alarm 
Bells  repeatedly,  which  convinced  them  that  the  Country 
was  rising  to  oppose  them,  and  that  it  was  a  preconcerted 
Scheme  to  oppose  the  King's  Troops,  whenever  there 
should  be  a  favorable  opportunity  for  it.  About  3 
O'Clock  the  next  Morning,  The  Troops  being  advanced 
within  two  Miles  of  Lexington,  Intelligence  was  recieved 
that  about  500  Men  in  Arms  were  Assembled  and  deter- 
mined to  oppose  the  King's  Troops,  and  on  Major  Pit- 
cairns  Galloping  up  to  the  head  of  the  advanced  Com- 
panies, Two  officers  informed  him  that  a  Man  (advanced 
from  those  that  were  Assembled)  had  presented  his  Mus- 
quet  and  Attempted  to  Shoot  them,  but  the  Peice  flashed 
in  the  Pan.  On  this  the  Major  gave  directions  to  the 
Troops  to  move  forward,  but  on  no  Account  to  fire,  nor 
even  to  Attempt  it  without  Orders.  When  they  arrived 
at  the  end  of  the  Village  they  observed  about  200  Armed 
Men,  drawn  up  on  a  Green,  and  when  the  Troops  came 
within  100  Yards  of  them,  they  began  to  file  off  towards 
some  Stone  Walls,  on  their  Right  Flank:  The  light  In- 
fantry observing  this,  ran  after  them,  the  Major  in- 
stantly called  to  the  Soldiers,  not  to  fire,  but  to  surround 
and  disarm  them ;  Some  of  them  who  had  Jumped  over  a 
Wall,  then  fired  4  or  5  Shot  at  the  Troops,  Wounded  a 
Man  of  the  10th  Regiment,  and  the  Major's  Horse  in  Two 
places,  and  at  the  same  Time  several  Shots  were  fired 
from  a  Meeting  house  on  the  left;  During  this  Time 
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Colonel  Smith  and  Major  Pitcairn,  with  the  greatest 
Difficulty,  kept  the  Soldiers  from  forcing  into  the  Meet- 
ing house,  and  puting  all  those  in  it  to  Death.  Upon 
this,  without  any  Order  or  regularity,  the  light  Infantry 
began  a  scattered  Fire,  and  killed  several  of  the  Country 
People,  but  were  Silenced,  as  soon  as  the  Authority  of 
their  officers  could  make  them. 

After  this,  Colonel  Smith  Marched  up  with  the  Re- 
mainder of  the  Detachment,  and  the  whole  Body  pro- 
ceeded to  Concord,  where  they  arrived  about  Nine 
O  Clock,  without  any  thing  further  happening,  but  vast 
Numbers  of  Armed  People  were  seen  Assembling  on  all 
the  heights.  While  Colonel  Smith  with  the  Grenadiers, 
and  part  of  the  light  Infantry  remained  at  Concord,  to 
search  for  Cannon  &c  there;  he  detached  Captain  Par- 
sons, with  Six  light  Companies  to  secure  a  Bridge  at  some 
distance  from  Concord,  and  to  proceed  from  thence  to 
certain  Houses  where  it  was  supposed  there  was  Cannon 
and  Ammunition :  Captain  Parsons  in  Pursuance  of  these 
Orders,  posted  three  Companies  at  the  Bridge,  and  on 
some  heights  near  it,  under  the  Command  of  Captain 
Laurie,  of  the  43d  Regiment,  and  with  the  Remainder 
went  and  destroyed  some  Cannon  Wheels,  Powder,  and 
Ball.  The  People  still  continued  encreasing,  on  the 
heights,  and  in  about  an  hour  after,  a  large  Body  of  them 
began  to  move  towards  the  Bridge;  the  light  Companies 
of  the  4th  and  10th  then  descended  and  Joined  Captain 
Laurie;  the  People  continued  to  advance  in  great  Num- 
bers, and  fired  upon  the  King's  Troops,  Killed  three  Men, 
Wounded  four  Officers,  One  Serjeant,  and  four  Privates, 
Upon  which  (after  returning  the  fire)  Captain  Laurie 
and  his  officers,  thought  it  prudent  to  retreat  towards  the 
Main  Body  at  Concord,  and  were  soon  Joined  by  two 
Companies  of  Grenadiers:  When  Captain  Parsons  re- 
turned with  the  Three  Companies  over  the  Bridge  they 
observed  three  Soldiers  on  the  Ground,  One  of  them 
scalped,  his  Head  much  Mangled,  and  his  Ears  cutt  off, 
tho'  not  quite  Dead,  a  Sight  which  Struck  the  Soldiers 
with  horror:  Captain  Parsons  Marched  on,  and  Joined 
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the  Main  Body,  who  were  only  waiting  for  his  coming  up, 
to  March  back  to  Boston.  Colonel  Smith  had  executed 
his  Orders  without  opposition,  by  destroying  all  the  Mili- 
tary Stores  he  could  find;  both  the  Colonel  and  Major 
Pitcairn  having  taken  all  possible  Pains  to  convince  the 
Inhabitants  that  no  Injury  was  intended  them,  and  that 
if  they  opened  their  Doors  when  required,  to  search  for 
said  Stores,  not  the  Slightest  Mischief  should  be  done; 
Neither  had  any  of  the  People  the  least  Occasion  to 
complain,  but  they  were  Sulky,  and  one  of  them  even 
struck  Major  Pitcairn:  Except  upon  Captain  Laurie  at 
the  Bridge,  no  Hostilities  happened  from  the  Affair  at 
Lexington,  untill  the  Troops  began  this  March  back: 
As  soon  as  the  Troops  had  got  out  of  the  Town  of  Con- 
cord, they  received  a  heavy  Fire  on  them  from  all  sides, 
from  Walls,  Fences,  Houses,  Trees,  Barns  &c.  which  con- 
tinued without  Intermission,  till  they  met  the  first 
Brigade:  with  two  Field  Peices,  near  Lexington,  Ordered 
out  under  the  Command  of  Lord  Percey  to  support  them ; 
advice  having  been  recieved  about  Seven  o'Clock  next 
Morning,  that  Signals  had  been  made,  and  Expresses  gone 
out  to  Alarm  the  Country,  and  that  the  People  were 
rising  to  Attack  the  Troops  under  Colonel  Smith:  Upon 
the  Firing  of  the  Field  Peices,  the  People's  Fire  was  for  a 
while  Silenced,  but  as  they  still  continued  to  encrease 
greatly  in  Numbers,  they  fired  again  as  before,  from  all 
Places  where  they  could  find  cover,  upon  the  whole  Body, 
and  continued  so  doing,  for  the  space  of  Fifteen  Miles; 
Notwithstanding  their  Numbers,  they  did  not  Attack 
openly  during  the  whole  day,  but  kept  under  cover  on 
all  Occasions;  The  Troops  were  very  much  fatigued,  the 
greater  part  of  them  having  been  under  Arms  all  Night, 
and  made  a  March  of  upwards  of  Forty  Miles  before  they 
arrived  at  Charles  Town,  from  whence  they  were  ferryed 
over  to  Boston. 

The  Troops  had  above  Fifty  killed,  and  many  more 
Wounded:  Reports  are  various  about  the  Loss  sustained 
by  the  Country  People,  some  make  it  very  considerable; 
others  not  so  much. 
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Thus  this  unfortunate  Affair  has  happened  thro'  the 
Rashness  and  Imprudence  of  a  few  People  who  began 
Firing  on  the  Troops  at  Lexington. 


From  Thomas  Gage 
gir  Boston  29th  April  1775 

I  transmit  you  herewith,  a  Circumstantial  account, 
of  an  unhappy  affair  that  happened  in  this  Province  on 
the  19th  Instant;  between  His  Majesty's  Troops,  and  the 
People  of  the  Country;  whereby  you  will  see  the  pitch 
their  Leaders  have  worked  them  up  to  even  to  commit 
hostilities  upon  the  Kings  Troops,  when  an  Oppertunity 
Offered.  It  has  been  long  said  that  this  was  their  plan, 
and  so  it  has  turned  out. 

I  am  with  great  Regard  and  Esteem 
Sir 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 
P.S.  Thos.  Gage 

I  trouble  you  with  a  Number  of 
Inclosures,  which  I  beg  you  to 
forward  Immediately,  if  you  think 
the  Post  not  safe  let  them  go  by 
express 
The  Honble  Lieut  Govr  Colden 


Minutes  of  Council  of  New  York 

At  a  Council  held  at  the  Council  Chamber  in  the  City 
of  New  York  on  Monday  the  first  day  of  May  1775. 

Present 
The  Honorable  Cadwallader  Colden  Esquire  his  Majes- 
ty's Lieutenant  Governor  &c  &c 

Mr.  Watts  Mr.  Wallace 

Mr.  DeLancey  Mr.  White 

Mr.  Apthorp  Mr.  Axtell 

Mr.  Morris  Mr.  Cruger 

Mr.  Smith  Mr.  Jauncey 

That  the  advice  of  the  Council  for  the  Prorogation  of 
the  Assembly,  may  not  be  interpreted  into  a  neglect  of 
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the  last  intimations  of  his  Majesty's  Pleasure,  for  restor- 
ing the  Tranquility  of  the  Empire,  signified  in  the  Earl 
of  Dartmouth's  Letter  of  the  3d  of  March,  the  Council 
observed  to  his  Honor, 

That  there  was  in  the  Course  of  the  last  Winter,  a 
general  Expectation  in  this  Province  of  some  Signification 
to  the  Colonies,  upon  the  contested  Subject  of  Taxation 
and  other  Grievances,  and  an  earnest  Desire  in  the  Peo- 
ple, to  maintain  their  antient  Union  with,  and  depend- 
ance  upon  Great  Britain. 

That  if  the  Secretary  of  State's  Letter,  had  found  the 
Colony  in  this  Temper,  there  was  Room  to  hope,  from 
the  explicit  declarations  contained  in  it,  of  his  Majesty's 
most  Gracious  Intentions  of  promoting  a  Reconciliation, 
between  the  several  Branches  of  the  Empire,  that  the 
Colonies  would  have  declared  themselves  upon  its  Im- 
portant Contents,  in  some  way  favorable  to  the  Union 
which  every  good  Subject  to  his  Majesty  so  ardently  de- 
sires, and  which  the  Council  conceive  the  People  of  this 
Colony  were  disposed  most  strenuously  to  promote. 

That  Lord  Dartmouth's  Letter  arrived  on  the  24th  of 
April,  the  very  day  after  the  News  reached  Us,  of  the 
Melancholly  Event  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay  of  the  19th 
of  April  which  has  thrown  the  Provinces  into  Confusion, 
and  kindled  a  Flame  that  renders  it  impossible  for  the 
Representatives  of  the  People,  to  give  that  attention  to 
his  Lordships  Letter,  that  is  expected  by  his  Majesty, 
until  the  present  Ferments  subside. 

Astonished  by  accounts  of  Acts  of  Hostility,  in  the 
moment  of  the  expectation  of  Terms  of  Reconciliation,  & 
now  filled  with  distrust,  the  Inhabitants  of  this  City, 
burst  thro  all  Restraints  on  the  arrival  of  the  Intelligence 
from  Boston,  and  instantly  emptied  the  Vessels  laden 
with  Provisions  for  that  Place,  and  then  seized  the  City 
Arms :  And  in  the  Course  of  a  few  days  destributed  them 
among  the  multitude,  formed  themselves  into  Companies 
and  trained  openly  in  the  Streets ;  increased  the  numbers 
and  Power  of  the  Committee  before  appointed,  to  execute 
the  Association  of  the  Continental   Congress — Convened 
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themselves  by  Beat  of  Drum  for  Popular  Resolutions — 
have  taken  the  Keys  of  the  Custom  House  by  Military 
Force — shut  up  the  Port — drawn  a  Number  of  small 
Cannon  into  the  Country — Called  all  Parts  of  the  Colony 
to  a  Provincial  Convention — Chosen  Twenty  Delegates 
for  this  City — formed  an  Association,  now  signing  by  all 
Ranks,  ingaging  submission  to  Committees  and  Con- 
gresses, in  firm  Union  with  the  rest  of  the  Continent,  and 
openly  avow  a  Resolution,  not  only  to  resist  the  Acts  of 
Parliament  complained  of  as  Grievances,  but  to  withhold 
Succours  of  all  kinds  from  the  Troops,  and  to  repel  every 
species  of  Force,  wherever  it  may  be  exerted,  for  inforc- 
ing  the  Taxing  Claims  of  Parliament,  at  the  Risque  of 
their  Lives  and  Fortunes. 

In  such  a  Change  of  Temper  and  Conduct  (which  has 
intirely  prostrated  his  Majesty's  Government  in  this 
Province)  there  cannot  be  the  least  Prospect  of  bringing 
the  assembly  to  a  deliberate  Consideration  of  the  Earl  of 
Dartmouth's  Letter;  nor  is  there  any  foundation  for  the 
most  distant  hope  of  accomplishing  his  Majesty's  Inten- 
tions, if  there  is  any  farther  Irritation  by  the  Movements 
of  the  Army  and  fresh  Effusions  of  Blood.  And  as  it 
appears  to  the  Council  to  be  of  the  last  importance  to  the 
British  Empire,  that  the  true  state  of  the  Colonies  be 
immediately  made  Known  to  his  Majesty,  and  also  to  the 
Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Forces  on  this  Continent,  the 
Council,  moved  by  their  Zeal  for  the  Interest  of  the 
Crown  and  the  Felicity  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  recom- 
mend it  to  his  Honer  to  transmit  as  soon  as  possible,  the 
fullest  information  of  the  late  Events  in  this  Province; 
with  assurances  to  General  Gage  that  the  great  End  of 
Reconciliation,  so  explicitly  urged  in  the  Secretary  of 
State's  Letter,  cannot  be  accomplished,  agreeable  to  his 
Majesty's  Expectations,  unless  he  can  find  Means  to  re- 
move the  suspicion  of  his  Meditating  further  operations 
on  the  part  of  the  Army,  that  the  People  may  with  due 
Composure  of  mind,  attend  to  the  Terms  recommended 
by  his  Majesty,  for  reestablishing  the  Tranquility  of  the 
Empire. 
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James  Robertson  to  David  Colden 

Boston  4th  May  1775 
Dear  Sir, 

The  madness  of  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  N.  York 
has  had  a  better  effect  than  my  solicitations,  and  has 
hastened  the  departure  of  the  Asia.  You'l  find  Cap1 
Vandeput  willing  and  able  to  apply  the  force  in  his  hand 
to  the  best  advantage  for  the  Support  of  Government. 
I  wishd  to  be  of  the  party  and  to  have  been  authorised  to 
draw  the  14th  from  Augustine  and  the  7th  from 
Canada,  effectually  to  cooperate  with  the  Governor  in 
reestablishing  government  in  the  province — I  was  com- 
plimented out  of  my  request,  but  I  mention  to  you,  the 
resources  which  the  Governor  may  probably  have,  if  he 
requires  them,  if  he  could  be  so  far  strengthened  Might 
there  not  be  Some  hopes  to  get  a  provincial  force  on  the 
Side  of  govern1  so  as  to  deserve  the  particular  favor  the 
King  and  Parliament  have  shown  to  the  province 

The  rebels  about  this  place  are  numerous,  they  have 
artilery  bombs  &c  our  Accots  leave  little  doubt  about  their 
design  to  attack  this  place,  tho  as  yet  they  have  thrown 
up  no  works,  we  have  got  possession  of  all  the  inhabitants 
Arms,  so  we  have  less  to  fear  within,  and  are  taking  pains 
to  strengthen  the  more  exposed  parts — they  probably 
divide  their  forces,  and  it  Seems  in  that  Case  probable, 
that  we  may  take  off  a  wing  of  them,  if  matters  on  this 
part  continue  as  at  present,  we  may  probably  confine 
ourselves  to  the  defence  of  this  place  till  the  succours 
arrive,  which  we  have  reason  daily  to  expect,  do  me  the 
favour  to  present  my  most  humble  respects  to  your 
father  and  beleive  that  I  am  his,  and 

Dear  Sir 
Your  ob1  humble  Serv1 

James  Robertson 

[Indorsed] 

To  David  Colden  Esq 
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From  Thomas  Gage 
g.  Boston  4th  May  1775 

By  your  letter  of  the  25th  April,  I  find  the  Inflamma- 
tory Expresses  from  this  Province  (of  what  happened 
here  on  the  19th)  had  reached  you;  and  that  they  had  the 
Effect  the  Faction  here  wished  they  should  have;  The 
measures  they  took  on  this  Occasion,  appear  in  their  not 
Suffering,  any  letters  to  pass  by  the  Post,  but  those  that 
would  Inflame  the  minds  of  the  People.  You  will  by 
this  time  have  received  a  Circumstantial  Account  of  this 
Affair  from  me,  but  not  so  correct  as  one  I  now  inclose 
you,  mistakes  having  happened  in  former  Copies. 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  of  the  Confusion,  this  has  Occa- 
sioned at  New  York,  those  who  have  Influence,  I  hope 
will  now  think  it  full  time  to  exert  it.  This  letter  will  be 
conveyed  to  you  by  Captain  Vandeput  of  the  Asia;  who 
goes  to  you  at  last,  and  I  sincerely  hope  he  may  have  it 
in  his  power  to  do  some  good. 

The  7th  Regiment,  you  will  hear,  is  Ordered  to  Crown 
Point,  if  circumstances  require  it  may  be  Ordered  down 
to  New  York;  and  I  will  consider  if  I  can  hereafter  give 
you  more  assistence 

I  am  with  great  Regard  and  Esteem 
Sir 
Your  most  Obedient  humble  Servant 

Thos  Gage 

The  HonMe  Lieu11  Govr  Colden 


Members  of  the  General  Assembly  of  New  York  to 
Gen.  Thomas  Gage 

[Copy] 

New  York  May  5th  1775 
Sir 

In  the  Recess  of  the  General  Assembly,  We  who  are 
Members  of  it,  cannot  avoid  Addressing  your  Excellency 
on  a  Subject  of  the  utmost  Importance. 
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We  have  long  seen  with  the  greatest  Anxiety  the 
Progress  of  the  unhappy  Contest  between  Great  Britain, 
and  her  Colonies;  and  as  we  have  ardently  wished  for  a 
cordial  Reconciliation,  so  we  have  to  the  utmost  of  our 
Power;  endeavoured  to  pursue  the  Means  for  attaining 
so  desirable  an  End.  While  we  were  looking  up  to  this 
Object,  encouraged  to  hope  for  the  Attainment  of  it,  by 
the  Assurances  we  had  that  a  Spirit  of  Reconciliation  was 
prevailing  in  the  Mother  Country;  We  were  extreamly 
Alarmed  at  the  late  Melancholly  Transactions  in  the 
Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  ending  in  Actual  Blood- 
shed. The  immediate  Effect  occasioned  by  the  Intelli- 
gence of  such  important  Events,  was  a  general  Agitation 
in  the  minds  of  People  here,  which  has  since  subsided 
into  a  fixed  confirmed  Resolution,  to  withhold  all  Supplies 
and  Succours  from  the  Troops  under  your  Excellency's 
Command  while  at  the  same  Time  they  are  Associating, 
and  Arming  to  put  themselves  in  a  State  of  Defence. 

Alarmed  as  we  are  by  the  runious  [ruinous]  Conse- 
quences which  must  inevitably  follow  the  prosecution  of 
hostile  Measures,  and  anxiously  affected  with  the  Calami- 
ties of  an  Unnatural  Civil  War,  we  are  induced  most 
earnestly  to  entreat  your  Excellency  in  behalf  of  Colo- 
nies (which  however  tenacious  of  their  Rights  and  Liber- 
ties, and  Jealous  of  every  Infringement  of  them,  can  be 
exceeded  in  Loyalty  and  Affection  for  our  most  gracious 
Sovereign,  by  None  of  his  Subjects)  that  your  Excel- 
lency will  as  far  as  may  be  consistant  with  your  Duty, 
immediately  Order  a  Cessation  of  further  Hostilities, 
untill  his  Majesty  can  be  Apprized  of  the  Situation  of 
his  American  Colonies:  From  such  a  Request  we  enter- 
tain the  most  favorable  Expectations,  when  we  reflect 
on  that  Humanity  and  Clemency,  which  distinguish  your 
Excellency's  Character,  and  which  must  render  a  Con- 
flict between  Britons,  and  Americans  a  Subject  of  the 
most  disagreeable  Nature  to  you.  While  we  consider  the 
State  of  Mind  which  prevails  among  the  People  here,  we 
cannot  but  mention  their  Apprehensions  at  the  Report 
of  the  Destination  of  some  Troops  for  this  place;  should 
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this  really  be  the  Case,  we  must  express  our  wish,  that  it 
might  also  be  consistent  with  your  Excellency's  Duty, 
that  no  Military  Force  might  land  or  be  stationed  in  this 
Province. 

It  behoves  us  to  Acquaint  your  Excellency,  that  two 
of  the  Members  of  his  Majesty's  Council  of  this  Province 
have  this  Day  sailed  in  the  Packet  for  England,  and  we 
flatter  ourselves,  that  the  Indulgent  Father  of  his  People, 
will  be  moved  by  the  distressed  Situation  of  his  American 
Subjects,  and  that  he  will  permit  a  Negotiation  to  take 
place,  which  may  prevent  the  further  Effusion  of  Blood, 
and  open  a  Door  for  a  lasting  Accommodation  of  present 
Disputes. 

We  are, 

Your  Excellency's  Most  Obedient  Humble  Servant 
John  Cruger  Jams  Jauncey 

Fred  Philips  Zeb11  Williams 

Jacob  Walton  BENJa  Seaman 

Daniel  Kissam  John  Rapalje 

Pierre  Van  Cortland  Sam1  Gale 

S.  Boerum  Christopher  Billopp 

John  Coe  Sam1  Wells 

To  His  Excellency  General  Gage 


Thomas  Gage  to  Major  Isaac  Hamilton 
[Copy] 

«.  Boston  7th  May  1775 

I  have  received  no  account  from  you,  tho'  from  many 
accounts  brought  here,  of  the  Commotions  in  New  York — 
you  must  be  in  a  very  critical  situation.  I  would  have 
you  consult  with  the  Lieut.  Governor,  what  is  best  for 
you  to  do ;  It  appears  to  me  at  this  distance,  that  it  would 
be  a  proper  measure,  that  the  five  companies,  should  go 
on  board  the  Asia;  on  which  subject  you  will  speak  to 
Captain  Vandeput. 

I  am  Sir,  &c. 
To  Thos.  Gage 

Major  Hamilton  of  the  18th  or  R.R.  of  Ireland 
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From  William  Franklin 

Perth  Amboy  May  8,  1775 
Sir, 

I  intended  to  have  done  myself  the  Pleasure  of  visit- 
ing you  at  New  York  this  Day,  in  order  to  have  had  some 
Conversation  respecting  the  present  disagreeable  Situa- 
tion of  Affairs  in  the  Colonies,  but  having  just  heard  of 
my  Father's  Arrival  at  Philadelphia,  and  being  soon  to 
meet  my  Assembly  at  Burlington,  I  am  under  a  Neces- 
sity of  postponing  my  Journey  to  New  York. 

I  am  informed  that  you  &  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  New  York,  being  of  Opinion  that  this  is  not  a  proper 
Time  for  laying  the  Resolution  &  Propositions  contained 
in  Lord  Dartmouth's  Circular  Dispatch  of  the  3d  of 
March  before  the  Assembly,  have  joined  in  some  Repre- 
sentations respecting  the  Matter  to  the  Ministry  &  Gen- 
eral Gage.  It  would  therefore  oblige  me  greatly,  and 
would  probably  be  of  some  Service  towards  enabling  me 
&  the  Council  of  this  Province  to  judge  of  the  Expediency 
or  Inexpediency  of  the  Measure,  at  this  critical  Juncture, 
if  you  would  favour  me  with  a  Copy  of  your  Representa- 
tions above  mentioned;  and  you  may  depend  that  no 
other  Use  shall  be  made  of  them  but  what  you  permit. 

At  present  it  seems  to  me,  that  no  Assembly  will 
finally  determine  upon  the  Plan  of  Accommodation  till 
they  know  the  Sentiments  of  the  Continental  Congress 
upon  it,  and  unless  it  is  laid  before  some  of  the  Assem- 
blies, and  a  full  Explanation  given  of  it,  the  Congresses 
will  not  have  it  properly  before  them,  nor  see  it  in  its  true 
Light.  I  cannot  but  think  if  it  was  once  clearly  explained 
and  understood,  it  would,  if  not  totally  adopted,  at  least 
tend  to  facilitate  an  Accommodation. 

I  should  be  glad  of  your  Answer  by  Wednesday's 
Post,  which  will  find  me  here.    I  am,  with  the  greatest 
Esteem  &  Regard, 
Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

Wm  Franklin 

Lieu1  Govr  Colden 
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From  Governor  Josiah  Martin 
Sir  N°  Carolina  New  Bern  May  9th  1775 

This  is  the  first  opportunity  I  have  had  to  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  your  favour  of  the  15th  of  february, 
whereby  you  are  so  obliging  to  give  me  leave  to  resume 
the  location  in  Gloucester  County  in  consideration  of  Mr 
Hooper's  disappointing  me  of  the  one  he  so  confidently 
promised  me  on  the  Susquehanna. — At  the  same  time 
that  I  feel  in  the  most  sensible  manner  yr  Honors  polite- 
ness on  this  occasion,  I  must  refer  the  business  of  locat- 
ing my  Mandamus  to  my  friend  Mr  White;  hoping  that 
he  will  by  this  time  have  discovered  some  more  advan- 
tageous location  to  lay  it  upon  than  that  in  Gloucester 
County. 

I  saw  with  great  satisfaction  The  Address  of  Yr  As- 
sembly at  the  late  Session,  and  I  have  since  heard  with 
great  pleasure  of  its  perseverance  in  virtue;  although  I 
find  it  has  gone  far,  in  adopting  the  Congressional  Cata- 
logue of  Grievances.  I  hope  however  the  singular  recti- 
tude of  its  conduct  in  the  mode  of  seeking  remedy  will  be 
highly  conducive  to  the  honor  &  advantage  of  your 
Government 

Mrs  &  Miss  Martin  desire  to  join  me  in  tender  of  best 
Compliments  to  your  Honor,  and  all  your  family. 
I  am,  with  great  respect, 
Dear  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

His  Honor  Jo.  MARTIN 

Govr  Golden 


Earl  of  Dartmouth  to  Governor  William  Tryon 

(No.  29)  Whitehall  23d  May  1775. 

Sir, 

In  a  very  short  time  after  you  embarked  upon  your 
return  to  your  Government,  the  Petition  to  the  King,  the 
Memorial  to  the  House  of  Lords,  and  the  Representation 
to  the  House  of  Commons  of  the  Assembly  of  New  York 
upon  the  subject  matter  of  the  Grievances  they  complain 
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of  in  various  Instances  of  the  exercise  of  the  Constitu- 
tional Authority  of  Parliament  were  received,  and  Mr 
Burke  having  delivered  to  me  the  Petition  to  the  King, 
I  had  the  Honour  to  present  it  to  His  Majesty,  who  was 
pleased  to  receive  it  with  the  most  gracious  Expressions 
of  Regard  &  Attention  to  the  humble  Requests  of  His 
faithful  Subjects  in  New  York,  who  have  on  this  occa- 
sion manifested  a  Duty  to  His  Majesty  and  a  Regard  for 
the  Authority  of  the  Parent  State,  which  had  they  not  in 
the  Memorial  to  the  House  of  Lords,  and  in  the  Repre- 
sentation to  the  House  of  Commons  been  unfortunately 
blended  with  Expressions  containing  Claims  which  made 
it  impossible  for  Parliament,  consistent  with  its  Justice 
&  Dignity  to  receive  them,  might  have  laid  the  Founda- 
tion of  that  Conciliation  we  have  so  long,  and  so  ardently 
wished  for. 

I  will  however  still  hope  (and  I  am  encouraged  in 
that  hope  by  private  Advices — received  to  Day  from 
Pensylvania)  that  the  Resolution  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons of  the  27th  of  February  will  remove  all  obstacles 
to  the  restoration  of  the  public  Tranquillity,  and  I  am 
commanded  by  the  King  to  say  that  nothing  can  give 
greater  Satisfaction  to  the  Royal  Breast  than  to  see  Us 
again  a  happy  &  united  People. 

Should  such  an  Event  take  place  it  will  be,  and  ought 
in  Justice  to  be  attributed  in  great  Measure  to  the  Moder- 
ation and  good  Disposition  which  has  appeared  in  the 
Assembly  of  New  York;  and  whilst  they  continue  firm, 
the  body  of  People  must  soon  be  convinced  how  equally 
vain  and  improper  it  is  to  insist  upon  Claims  inconsistent 
with  their  dependance  on  the  Authority  of  Parliament, 
and  that  the  only  Constitutional  method  of  obtaining 
Redress  for  any  Grievances  they  may  have  to  complain 
of  is  through  the  channel  of  their  legal  Representatives 
in  Assembly. 
I  am, 
Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

Governor  Tryon  DARTMOUTH 
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From  Samuel  Auchmuty 

Sir 

I  have  been  frequently  applied  to  by  several  respect- 
able members  of  my  Church  to  appoint  a  fast  Day,  &  that 
if  I  do  not,  I  shall  be  particular,  &  hurt  the  Churches  as 
the  other  Congregations  have  already  done  it.  In  these 
troublesome  times  I  should  be  glad  to  comply,  provided, 
I  could  do  it  under  the  sanction  of  Government :  I  would 
therefore  request  of  your  Honor,  that  you  would,  if 
agreeable  to  you,  Issue  a  proclamation  for  a  general  Fast 
through  out  the  province.  This  I  am  convinced  would 
be  a  very  popular  Step,  and  would  effectually  deliver  me 
from  the  Difficulty  I  now  labor  under. 
With  great  esteem  &  respect,  I  am 
Your  Honor's  much  obliged  obedient  Serv1 

Samuel  Auchmuty 
New  York  May  the  26th  1775 

G0Vr   COLDEN 


From  Isaac  Hamilton 

New  York  26*1  May  1775. 
Sir 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter 
which  I  just  now  received  from  the  Commander  in  Chief. 
I  am  to  request  your  Honor  will  be  pleased  to  advise  me, 
what  steps  are  necessary  to  be  taken  in  our  critical  situa- 
tion, for  the  good  of  his  Majesty's  service,  and  the  pro- 
tection of  the  five  companies  under  my  Command  here. 

Notwithstanding  the  most  tempting  baits  have  been 
thrown  out,  we  were  happy,  for  a  time  to  find  that  only 
four,  and  those  the  worst  of  our  men  had  been  warped 
from  their  Duty  and  allegiance,  but  within  these  three 
days  we  have  lost  as  many  more,  and  I  am  apprehensive 
of  the  whole,  unless  we  are  soon  removed  or  reinforced. 
As  matters  are  thus  situated,  I  am  also  of  opinion  Sir,  that 
this  Detachment  should  go  on  board  the  Asia  Man  of 
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War;  But  in  this,  I  am  to  be  directed  by  your  orders  & 
Advise. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 
Sir, 

Your  most  obed*  &  very  Humble  Serv1 
Isaac  Hamilton,  Major 

To  the  18th  or  Royal  Irish  Regiment  of  Foot 

To  Governor  Colden 


From  George  Vandeput 
g.  Asia  at  New  York  May  26,  1775 

I  send  this  to  inform  You  of  the  Arrival  of  His 
Majesty's  Ship  Asia  (under  my  Command)  off  the  City 
of  New  York,  and  at  the  same  Time  to  acquaint  You, 
that  you  may  depend  upon  my  Endeavours,  on  your  ap- 
plication, to  give  every  such  Aid  as  may  be  Necessary 
towards  supporting  the  legal  Authority  of  Government, 
and  ensuring  the  Safety  of  His  Majesty's  faithful  Sub- 
jects in  the  Province  of  New  York  to  which  End,  I  shall 
be  at  all  Times  ready  to  wait  upon,  and  consult  with  You, 
whenever  you  may  think  that  I  may  be  able  by  Means  of 
the  Kings  Ship  (under  my  Command)  to  afford  any  as- 
sistance, for  the  above  Purposes. 

Some  Dispatches  and  other  Letters  which  I  brought 
from  Boston  for  you,  sent  last  Night  to  be  deliver'd  to 
your  Son: 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 
Sir 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 
To  Geo.  Vandeput 

His  Excellency  Cadwf  Colden  Esqr 


From  George  Vandeput 

Asia  East  River 
Sir  June  1st  1775 

The  Packet  arrived  last  Evening  but  too  late  to  give 
me  an  Opportunity  of  forwarding  your  Letters  sooner. 
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It  was  my  Intention  to  have  sent  the  Kings  Fisher  to 
Boston,  with  the  Dispatches  that  have  been  brought  by 
the  Mail;  but  having  (since  I  had  the  Honor  of  seeing 
you)  received  Information  that  some  Vessels  are  on  the 
Coast,  laden  with  Arms  and  Ammunition;  and  as  I  have 
it  not  in  my  Power  to  send  any  other  Vessel  either  to 
Cruize  for  Them,  or  prevent  the  landing  their  Cargoes; 
I  think  it  absolutely  Necessary  to  employ  Capt.  Mon- 
tague on  so  material  a  service.  I  shall  therefore  fit  out 
the  Schooner  that  has  been  sent  here  by  Gen1  Gage,  and 
arm  her  in  such  a  Manner  as  will  secure  Her  from  all 
Insult.  She  will  be  ready  by  the  Time  that  I  can  have 
your  Answer  to  this,  and  will  sail  immediately  after,  un- 
less You  should  have  Occasion  to  detain  her  any  while 
Longer.  By  the  News  the  Packet  brings  we  may  very 
shortly  expect  four  Hegiments  of  seventy  Men  a  Com- 
pany with  a  General  officer  at  New  York,  such  a  respect- 
able Force  will  I  hope  change  the  Face  of  affairs. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  great  Respect 
Sir 
Your  most  obed*  Humble  Serv* 

Geo.  Vandeput 

To 

His  Excellency  Cadwt  Colden  Esqr 


From  Isaac  Hamilton 

York  Barracks  June  5,  1775 
Sir 

The  Loss  of  our  Men  by  Desertion  is  so  great,  and  the 
Apprehension  of  losing  more,  I  therefore  think  it  neces- 
sary for  the  good  of  the  Service  to  retreat  on  Board  his 
Majesty's  Ship  the  Asia,  and  have  applyed  to  Captain 
Vandeput,  who  has  been  pleased  to  offer  all  the  Services 
and  Protection  in  his  Power,  and  to  morrow  (if  you  have 
no  Objection)  shall  embark  the  five  Companys  under  my 
Command;  As  it  is  not  Convenient  for  Captain  Vande- 
put to  receive  on  Board  our  Women  and  Children  I  am 
to  request  your  Honor  will  be  pleased  to  grant  me  Leave 
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to  encamp  them  on  Governors  Island,  untill  such  time  as 
the  Commander  in  Chief  is  informed  of  our  Situation  and 
sends  a  transport  for  the  Detachment; 

I  am  further  to  request,  Sir  you  will  be  pleased  to 
Direct  the  Barrack  Master  to  lend  us  a  few  Blankets  and 
Utensils  to  accommodate  both  Officers  and  others  whose 
Situation  will  not  admit  them  to  go  on  Board  the  Man 
of  War  immediatly, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  Sir,  your  most  Obedient 
Humble  Servant 

Isaac  Hamilton, 
Major  to  His  Majesty's  18  or  Royal  Irish 
Regiment  of  Foot 

To 

Governor  Colden 


From  Isaac  Hamilton 

New  York  8th  June  1775. 
Sir, 

In  pursuance  of  your  advise  and  concurrence,  the  day 
before  yesterday  was  fixed  upon  for  the  embarkation  of 
the  five  Companies  of  the  Royal  Irish  Regiment  under  my 
Command,  and  from  the  resolutions  of  the  Committee 
and  Provencial  Congress,  that  the  troops  while  they  be- 
haved peaceably  should  not  be  molested  either  in  their 
barracks  or  in  their  embarkation,  we  had  no  reason  to 
expect  interruption,  much  less  insult;  but  notwithstand- 
ing the  presence  of  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  and  other 
Magistrates,  as  well  as  several  members  of  the  Congress, 
who  attended  us  on  our  march,  the  carts  on  which  our 
baggage  was  loaded,  were  forcibly  carried  off  by  a  body 
of  people,  the  trunks  and  packages,  in  violation  of  all 
faith  broke  open,  their  contents  Examined,  and  upwards 
of  100  stands  of  arms  to  gether  with  several  of  the  absent 
officer's  fusils,  are  still  detained  from  us,  and  this  as  we 
are  credibly  informed,  by  the  advice  of  some  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Provencial  Congress,  and  Committee,  and 
which  we  are  the  more  inclined  to  beleive,  from  some  of 
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them  personally  assisting  in  stoping  the  carts — The  inter- 
ruption of  our  baggage  occasioned  us  to  make  a  halt  in 
the  street,  when  some  of  the  apparent  leaders  among  the 
people  harranged  our  Men,  and  publickly  encouraged 
them  to  forfeit  their  allegiance  to  which  they  had  sol- 
emnly sworn,  and  desert  the  service  they  had  engaged  in 
— Had  we  been  equally  prone  to  Acts  of  violence,  and 
which  indeed  we  had  sufficient  provocation  to  justify  us 
in,  the  consequences  might  have  been  fatal  to  many;  but 
upon  assurances  from  the  Magistrates  that  the  Baggage 
should  be  restored  to  us,  we  chose  rather  to  depend  on 
these  assurances  than  add  to  the  confusion  of  the  City. 
The  private  property  of  the  officers  has  been  restored  to 
them,  in  the  mutilated  disorderly  condition  I  have  just 
mentioned,  as  well  as  the  Regimental  Cloathing  but  the 
arms  and  accoutrements  are  still  in  their  possession,  and 
I  should  deem  myself  very  diffident  in  my  duty,  were  I 
tacitly  to  pass  over  the  high  insult  and  outrage  offered  to 
his  Majesty's  troops,  or  the  detention  of  his  property; 
I  have  therefore  taken  the  earliest  opportunity  of  laying 
these  circumstances  before  your  Honor,  and  solliciting 
your  advice  and  assistance  on  the  Occasion. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 
Sir, 

Your  most  obed*  &  very  Humble  Servant 

Isaac  Hamilton,  Major 
To  18  or  Royal  Irish  Regiment  of  Foot. 

To  His  Honor 

L*  Governor  Colden 


Petition  of  Dr.  Thomas  Clark 

TO  HIS  HONOUR  CALLADER 
COLDEN  ESQr  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernour  and  Commander  in  Chief 
in  and  over  the  province  of  New 
York  &  Territories  thereon  de- 
pending in  America  Chancellor  & 
Vice  Admiral  of  the  same. 


M)2  THE  COLDEN  PAPERS— 1765-1775 

THE  PETITION  of  Dr.  Thomas  Clark  of  New 
Perth  in  behalf  of  himself  and  180  Freeholders  in 
the  County  of  Charlotte  adhereing  to  him — 
Most  humbly,  sheweth 

That  Your  petitioners  are  Emigrants  from  Scot- 
land, others  of  'em  are  descended  from  Natives  of 
that  kingdom  &  were  allured  to  setle  in  the  Desarts 
of  this  Province  by  the  very  great  fame  of  its  mild- 
ness of  Government  &  amplitude  of  its  civil  &  reli- 
gious Libertys  but  as  yet  they  are  sadly  frustrated 
in  one  important  particular  for  they  find  that  unless 
they  depart  from  that  Form  of  making  Oath  used  in 
Scotland  &  other  protestant  Countrys  &  Comply 
with  the  English  mode  of  touching  &  kissing  the 
Gospels  which  they  humbly  think  is  very  excep- 
tionable their  Evidence  in  the  most  weighty  causes 
is  entirely  set  aside  as  if  they  were  worse  than  infi- 
dels they  are  deny'd  the  benefit  of  Laws,  they  can 
have  No  Action  or  process  against  the  Agressor  for 
the  most  atrocious  assaults  trespasses  or  felonys  com- 
mitted on  their  persons  or  propertys  thus  audacious 
offenders  may  easily  Escape  with  impunity  while  the 
harmless  are  exposed  to  sink  under  multiply'd  & 
griveous  injurys. 

Hitherto  your  Petitioners  have  born  all  their  suf- 
ferings with  a  Patience  &  Submission  becoming  Loyal 
Subjects  without  giving  Government  any  trouble 
about  their  grievances  but  at  length  the  Pressing 
Necessity  constrains  them,  &  the  high  Opinion  they 
conceive  of  Your  Honour's  paternal  Clemency  En- 
courageth  them  to  lay  this  their  distressing  Case  at 
your  feet  imploreing  relief. 

His  Excellency  Governour  Tryon  in  his  usual  ten- 
derness was  pleased  to  admitt  one  of  Your  Honours 
petitioners  to  Prove  a  will  of  a  Considerable  Estate 
in  the  Surrogate  Court  by  an  Oath  made  in  the  Scots 
form  for  which  your  petitioners  are  yet  thankfull  to 
God  and  to  Him. 

His  Honour  Governour  Penn  some  years  ago  was 
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benevolently  pleased  to  give  his  Assent  to  a  Bill 
for  admitting  Oaths  in  the  province  of  Pensylvania 
administered  in  the  Scots  form  to  be  in  evry  Case 
Valid  &  Legal  Oaths  &  declaring  the  Violation  of 
them  to  perjury  and  as  highly  punishable  as  if  they 
had  been  administer'd  in  the  English  mode;  Nor 
has  this  Bill  been  disallowed  by  His  present  Most 
Excellent  Majes[ty]  in  Council  Nor  has  any  incon- 
venience but  much  peace  &  advantage  [torn]  in 
that  province  as  the  several  departments  of  Govern- 
ment there  can  [torn] 

Your  Petitioners  humbly  beg  leave  to  sugest  that 
it  is  One  fundamental  article  in  the  British  consti- 
tution That  no  Oath  Test  or  Subscription  shall  ever 
be  impos'd  on  any  Scots  contrair  to  their  known 
principles  So  that  when  they  did  desire  it  they  have 
often  been  admitted  to  Swear  by  holding  up  the 
Right  hand  before  Courts  of  Oyer  &  Terminer  in 
England  even  on  the  Solemn  Tryals  of  high  Treason 
in  England. 

The  Amiable  Clemency  of  the  British  constitu- 
tion exceeding  all  others  on  Earth  hath  often  in  this 
matter  been  extended  to  the  Jews  &  also  to  Pagan 
foreigners  whose  Depositions  in  their  Own  way  have 
been  admitted  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  in  the  high 
Court  of  Chancery  in  London. 

May  it  therefore  please  your 
Honour  to  admitt  the  premises 
into  Consideration  and  to  take 
Such  measures  for  the  relief  of 
Your  petitioners  as  your  Honour's 
wisdom  Experience  and  good 
Policy  may  direct  that  they  may 
yet  find  that  Asylum  in  the  desart 
parts  of  this  province  which  they 
once  fondly  expected  and  not  be 
forced  with  Sad  hearts  to  remove 
their  family s  into  such  adjacent 
Provinces    as   will   readily   allow 
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them  Liberty  of  Conscience  not 
only  in  the  general  Services  of 
Divine  worship  but  particularly 
allow  them  to  perform  this  Sol- 
emn Act  of  Adoration  by  lifting  up 
the  hand  to  the  most  High  God  as 
is  used  in  Scotland  &  other  parts 
of  the  British  Dominions,  and 
Your  petitioners  as  in  duty  bound 
shall  pray 
Sign'd  in  Name  &  behalf  of  Said  Free  holders 

Thos  Clark 

[Indorsed] 

Dr.  Clark  in  name  of  the 
Freeholders  in  Charlotte  County 
about  the  Book  Oath  1775 


Concerning  Grants  of  Land 

[Unaddressed  and  undated] 

It  is  my  opinion  that  not  any  of  his  Majestys  Re- 
straints upon  his  Governor  operate  against  his  own 
Mandamus's  or  against  officers  and  Soldiers  claiming 
under  his  general  proclamation,  but  that  Patents  may  be 
granted  for  all  these  without  breaking  through  the  gen- 
eral tenor  of  the  Royal  Instructions  where  the  Land  is 
absolutely  vacant,  I  mean  not  granted  by  this  or  any 
other  Colony  in  controversy  with  it — even  under  the 
purchase  call'd  Jessups  that  lies  I  conceive  under  a  par- 
ticular inhibition  these  Grants  I  think  may  lie  where  the 
Indian  Purchaser  acknowledges  himself  to  be  satisfyed 
with  the  location  in  consequence  of  his  being  reimburs'd 
the  expence,  it  being  indifferent  to  the  Crown  where 
Mandamus's  or  officers  rights  are  located,  provided  the 
Lands  be  unquestionably  vacant,  and  clear  of  any  claim 
or  controversy — for  without  putting  this  liberal  construc- 
tion on  his  Majestys  gracious  intentions,  it  will  be  diffi- 
cult if  not  impracticable  to  carry  them  into  execution,  and 
the  Persons  meant  to  be  favor'd,  many  of  them,  probably 
goe  without  their  reward. 
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With  regard  to  Petitions  that  have  been  allready  pro- 
ceeded upon  and  have  as  Lord  Dartmouth  expresses  it, 
an  equitable  right,  these  must  each  rest  upon  its  own 
merrit,  and  shou'd  be  determin'd  in  course,  when  they 
appear  before  this  board,  as  Justice  and  equity  shall 
direct 

All  future  Surveys,  Sales,  and  Grants  to  be  Subject  to 
the  mode  prescrib'd  by  his  Majestys  late  Instruction 
dated  from 


Cadwallader  Colden  to  His  Granddaughters 

[Copy  undated] 

My  dear  Anne  &  Alice 

When,  in  my  letter  to  your  Mama,  I  gave  you  a  sub- 
ject to  write  on  to  me,  it  came  into  my  mind  that  you 
are  now  near  that  time  of  life  when  a  young  woman 
ought  to  be  most  upon  their  guard  in  their  conduct  & 
when  it  usually  happens  they  are  least  on  their  guard 
by  the  natural  inclination  of  youth  to  gayety  &  the  want 
of  experience  in  the  world.  When  an  unguarded  step 
may  have  such  consequences  as  never  afterwards  to  be 
recovered.  If  you  can  at  this  approaching  time  of  life 
preserve  the  good  habits  acquired  by  your  Mother's  care 
of  you,  you  never  will  afterwards  loose  them.  It  was  for 
this  reason  that  I  desired  you  to  write  to  me  on  that 
subject  that  you  might  more  carefully  recall  to  your 
memory  the  Instructions  you  have  received  &  have  them 
more  strongly  impressed  on  your  mind.  I  am  exceedingly 
well  pleased  with  both  your  letters  because  they  shew 
that  you  have  attended  to  what  you  have  heard  &  read 
but  you  have  not  taken  entirely  the  purport  of  what  I 
proposed  to  your  Mother  for  the  subject  of  your  letters. 
It  was  what  virtue  or  Qualification  in  a  woeman  tends 
principally  to  make  her  esteemed.  My  intention  was  to 
have  you  consider  some  one  virtue  as  more  effectual  in 
particularly  gaining  the  esteem  of  others  &  which  in  a 
woeman  ought  to  be  the  leading  principle  in  the  conduct 
of  life.    Both  of  you  have  mentioned  it  among  the  other 
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virtues  which  certainly  adorn  a  woeman  &  create  esteem 
but  you  have  not  don  it  in  that  distinguishing  manner 
which  I  think  it  deserves. 

It  is  Modesty  I  mean  not  in  the  vulgar  sense  of  the 
word  in  which  it  only  means  chastity  for  tho  a  woeman 
that  is  not  chaste  can  never  be  modest  a  chaste  woeman 
may  want  Modesty.  She  may  be  a  noisy  Shrew.  It  is 
not  easy  to  describe  the  peculiar  character  of  a  truely 
modest  woeman  for  it  may  vary  in  different  woemen  ac- 
cording to  their  different  tempers.  It  is  far  from  an 
affected  reservedness,  for  it  is  free  from  every  kind  of 
affectation.  A  modest  woemans  actions  are  all  natural 
&  easy  &  she  may  indulge  her  self  in  any  moderate  gaiety 
&  innocent  amusements  of  pleasure.  Modesty  gives  a 
grace  to  every  thing  a  woeman  says  &  does  &  never  fails 
to  attract  the  esteem  of  every  one  who  has  any  degree  of 
taste.  It  even  gives  some  dignity  to  trifling  actions  to  our 
amusements  &  diversions.  In  danceing  for  example  a 
modest  woeman  has  a  gracefullness  which  strongly  affects 
the  heart  while  the  airs  of  levity  only  tickle  the  eyes  & 
imagination  of  the  spectaters  as  the  fidles  tickle  their 
ears.  True  modesty  is  allwise  a  secure  guard  against  any 
unbecoming  liberties  which  men  may  take,  for  on  the 
first  appearance  of  any  indecency  such  indignation  nat- 
urally arises  in  a  modest  woemans  countenance  that  not 
only  effectually  checks  but  generally  makes  the  person 
who  used  it  ashamed.  This  alteration  of  countenance  is 
very  different  from  blushing  for  a  woeman  may  blush 
when  an  indecency  is  offered  who  really  has  no  such  abhor- 
rence in  her  thoughts.  A  woman  who  returns  an  answer 
&  continues  to  converse  has  not  a  proper  sense  of  the 
affront  she  has  received. 

True  modesty  in  a  woeman  is  the  same  virtue  which 
is  called  Honour  in  men.  It  is  a  firm  &  steady  resolution 
in  all  our  actions  to  preserve  the  dignity  of  our  natures 
as  rational  beings  &  of  that  rank  which  we  hold  in  the 
Society  by  doing  that  which  is  most  becomeing  &  avoiding 
every  thing  that  is  unbecoming  us  in  the  situation  in 
which  we  are  placed  whether  in  single  life  married  state, 
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in  words  or  actions  &  more  particularly  what  is  most  be- 
coming their  sex  as  a  woman.  Ladies  are  very  carefull 
of  what  dress  is  nost  becoming  their  person  &  complexion 
if  they  were  as  carefull  of  what  is  most  becomeing  them 
in  every  thing  thay  say  or  do  they  would  find  effects  from 
it  much  [more]  to  their  advantage  than  any  thing  that 
can  be  produced  by  dress.  Instead  of  having  their  whole 
attention  on  the  fashions  of  apparel  they  would  [?]  more 
attend  to  what  is  becoming  or  unbecoming  in  the  words 
&  actions  of  others  they  would  find  it  a  more  usefull  em- 
ployment of  the  mind  &  often  a  more  diverting  amuse- 
ment. 

Men  and  woemen  who  excelled  in  these  amiable  & 
beneficial  [virtues]  acquired  public  appellations  of  hon- 
ourable distinction  from  the  rest  of  mankind.  From 
thes[e]  arise  the  distinction  of  Gentleman  &  Lady,  but 
when  men  or  woemen  who  from  the  custom  of  their 
country  claim  these  honourable  distinctions  &  are  very 
fond  of  having  this  distinction  paid  them  on  all  occasions 
while  their  whole  behaviour  in  immodest  &  dishonourable 
do  not  consider  that  these  honourable  distinctions  are  a 
perpetual  reproach  on  themselves  &  a  continual  satire  of 
their  actions 

But  my  dear  children  take  care  how  you  judge  of 
others  Be  not  ready  to  think  &  far  less  to  say  that  a 
person  wants  honour  or  modesty  when  they  happen  to 
slip  &  sometimes  err  against  the  rules  of  Modesty  & 
honour  Our  appetites  &  passions  are  often  too  strong  for 
our  reason  &  we  cannot  at  all  times  be  sufficiently  on  our 
guard  against  every  allurement.  It  even  often  happens 
that  persons  of  the  greatest  virtues  &  natural  abilities 
have  sometimes  committed  the  greatest  faults  We  are 
not  to  judge  of  men  or  woemen  from  single  actions  but 
from  the  tenour  or  course  of  their  lives.  The  truely 
modest  woeman  is  the  farthest  from  envy  &  malice  of 
any  woeman  &  for  that  reason  she  seldom  reflects  on 
her  neighbour  [?]  she  abhor  the  vicious  person 

My  dear  children  a  steady  regard  to  this  rule  of  con- 
duct which  I  have  proposed  will  restrain  you  from  no 
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innocent  amusement  or  pleasure  but  on  the  contrary  will 
give  you  such  serene  satisfaction  of  mind  &  pleasure 
never  to  be  repented  of  which  will  far  exceed  all  the 
gaieties  &  pleasures  which  any  can  enjoy  without  it 
all  wise  followed  with  bitter  reflexions  &  pain.  Reason 
tells  you  this  &  this  you  may  trust  to  on  the  experience 
of  an  old  man  who  has  your  happiness  much  at  heart 

P.S.  Perhaps  I  should  have  explained  more  particularly 
what  I  mean  by  a  just  sense  of  our  own  dignity.  It  is  the 
midle  between  having  too  high  an  esteem  of  our  selves 
&  having  too  mean  thoughts  of  our  own  worth.  The  first 
produces  pride  or  vanity  the  last  abjectness  of  Spirit  & 
meanness  in  our  behaviour  which  is  more  to  be  guarded 
against  than  some  degree  of  pride  for  an  abject  spirit  can 
produce  nothing  that  is  praise  worthy 
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ADDITIONAL  LETTERS,  1729-1752 

Cadwallader  Colden  to  James  Alexander 

DrSr 

I  receiv'd  yours  by  my  wife  last  night  &  have  not 
time  Now  to  write  at  large.  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  you 
are  willing  to  join  with  us  in  the  Purchase  of  a  landing  & 
I  thank  you  heartily  for  the  offer  you  have  made  of 
making  the  purchase  for  us.  Mr  Harrison  I  am  informed 
is  doing  all  he  can  to  prevent  our  purchase  being  vexed 
to  find  all  the  Country  joining  with  me  in  any  one  thing. 
That  250  Acres  belonging  to  Christian  &  his  Sisters  is  the 
best  land  &  landing  too  of  any  on  the  River  perhaps 
between  Sopus  &  New  York  &  therefore  we  beg  you 
would  purchase  it  if  possible.  We  hear  the  Sister  has 
promised  her  part  for  £100  being  1/3  of  ye  whole  if  no 
more  is  offer'd  if  she  insist  on  that  promise  You  may 
offer  a  small  matter  above  the  £300  for  the  whole.  But 
we  do  not  Value  the  land  so  much  as  the  Landing  the 
whole  Breadth  of  the  Lott  25  chain  being  fit  for  that 
Purpose.  If  you  cannot  purchase  this  then  you  had  best 
try  to  purchase  what  was  Mr  Burnets  in  Conjunction 
with  Mr  [John]  Haskol  who  would  purchase  the  one  half 
next  to  Chambers  &  we  the  other  next  to  Burgar.  That 
next  to  Burgar  is  the  Best  landing  But  is  not  so  good  as 
Christians  about  10  or  12  ch.  of  the  front  being  only  fit  for 
that  purpose  &  the  Land  is  generally  very  poor.  But 
there  is  an  Orchard  of  some  Value  &  the  buildings  may 
be  of  some  Value.  If  both  these  should  fail  one  Pra  has 
100  Acres  to  the  Northward  of  Mr  Burnets  who  has 
offer'd  his  for  £220  lb  His  is  a  tollerable  good  Landing 
&  so  is  200  Acres  lying  next  to  Christians  on  the  South 
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side  belonging  to  David  Provoost  which  perhaps  may  ly 
in  your  Way  to  purchase  Frederick  Willeman  the  Baker 
can  inform  you  of  Pra  Mr  Hanson's  having  concerned 
himself  in  our  affair  has  made  the  whole  Country  more 
eager  on  the  purchase  for  he  is  just  as  much  beloved  here 
as  at  New  York.  I  have  no  time  to  add  any  thing  more 
but  that  I  hope  to  see  you  in  3  or  4  weeks  &  that  I  am 

Yours 

Cadwallader  Colden 
coldengham 
Octr  3*  1729 

Please  to  secure  some  one  or  other  as  soon  as  you  can 

[Indorsed] 
[Torn] 
at  New  York 


Cadwallader  Colden  to  James  Alexander 

Sr 

You'l  see  by  the  inclosed  what  agreem*  we  have  come 
to  as  to  the  land  but  I  have  been  obliged  to  advance  all 
that  which  is  said  to  be  paid  to  me  &  as  I  hope  you  have 
receiv'd  the  Money  from  Jersey  you  may  apply  so  much 
of  it  as  will  make  good  those  parts  in  paying  of  Bennet 
Mr  Bruyn  is  to  send  along  with  this  thirty  four  pounds 
in  for  his  own  share  £18  &  £9  for  Mr  Mc  Intosh  &  Seven 
pounds  for  Mr  Dunning  which  sums  makes  up  all  the 
shares  that  are  to  be  paid  from  this  place.  If  you  are 
disapointed  in  Receiving  that  Money  Mr  Heath  I  hope 
will  be  able  to  advance  to  you  for  which  purpose  I  order 
him  at  this  time  to  pay  you  £25  as  soon  as  possible.  I 
think  it  no  wise  Probable  that  you  will  be  disapointed 
in  both  otherwise  I  would  take  further  care  that  you  be 
not.  I  have  a  world  of  talking  about  me  at  this  time 
that  I  cannot  write  If  Mr  Wileman  do  not  pay  his  share 
by  the  day  You  may  have  half  his  share  with  me  if  you 
please  let  me  know  as  soon  as  possible  the  Receipt  of  this 
&  when  you    have  compleated  with  Bennet    Frederick 
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Williams  will  find  him  for  you  I  hope  our  Agreeme*  is 
made  intelligible  &  if  it  be  so  it  is  all  I  can  hope.    I  am 

Sr 
Yours 

Cadwallader  Colden 
Goshen 

Novr  18th 

1729 

This  goes  by  way  of  Kingstone  &  I  believe  you  may 
send  an  answer  to  me  by  the  return  of  the  same  sloop 
directing  it  to  Major  Hardenberghs  care  Please  to  send 
me  a  form  of  a  Deed  how  to  convey  each  share  to  the 
Partners 

[Indorsed] 

James  Alexander  Esq 
To 

at  New  York 


Cadwallader  Colden  to  Archibald  Kennedy 

To  Archibald  Kennedy  Esq.  at  New  York 

Dear  Sr 

Yours  of  the  12th  Instant  which  I  received  this  day 
surprised  me  very  much  by  the  account  of  Mr  Heaths 
having  left  New  York  which  it  seems  he  did  the  very  next 
day  after  I  came  from  it  for  it  is  done  without  the  least 
notice  given  me  You  have  allways  had  so  much  concern 
for  my  Interest  that  I  am  confident  I  need  make  no 
Apology  for  the  trouble  I  am  now  obliged  to  give  you. 
I  beg  of  you  therefore  to  accept  of  a  Power  which  I 
hereby  give  you  to  act  for  me  &  in  my  name  to  do  every 
thing  which  I  can  do  as  Weigh-master  of  the  Kings 
Weigh  house  in  the  City  of  New  York  &  more  particu- 
larly to  take  the  said  Weigh  house  into  your  Possession 
together  with  the  books  Scales  Weights  &  every  thing  be- 
longing thereto  &  the  same  to  deliver  to  the  care  of  any 
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person  you  shall  think  fit  to  nominate  &  appoint  as  my 
Deputy  in  the  said  Weigh  house  during  my  Pleasure  with 
power  to  demand  &  receive  all  &  every  sum  of  money 
which  is  now  due  or  hereafter  shall  be  due  or  owing  by 
any  person  or  persons  for  weighing  of  any  goods  &  the 
Portridge  of  the  same  at  the  said  Weigh  house  And  I 
hereby  revoke  &  annull  all  power  &  authority  which  I 
have  at  any  time  given  to  Samuel  Heath  as  my  Deputy  in 
the  said  Weigh  house  Hereby  likewise  fully  empowring 
you  to  ask  &  receive  from  the  said  Samuel  Heath  all 
moneys  receiv'd  by  him  for  weighing  of  any  goods  at  the 
said  Weigh  house  &  for  the  Portridge  of  the  same  &  in 
case  of  his  Refusal  or  neglect  in  paying  of  the  same  to  use 
all  such  means  in  the  law  or  otherwise  which  I  lawfully 
can  do  for  the  recovery  or  securing  the  payment  of  the 
same  And  whereas  for  fear  of  any  Accedent  by  your  ab- 
sence or  otherwise  I  have  given  a  like  power  to  my  good 
friend  James  Alexander  I  hereby  empower  you  &  him  to 
act  either  jointly  or  severally  as  you  or  he  shall  think  best 
hereby  promising  to  confirm  whatever  you  &  he  or  either 
of  you  shall  do  by  any  further  power  &  authority  or  other 
Act  or  thing  which  may  be  necessary  in  the  Law  for  me 
to  do    I  am 

Yours 

Cadwallader  Colden 
coldengham 
Novr  19th  1729 

Pray  write  to  me  by  any  Opportunity  that  offers  I 
have  answer'd  in  a  letter  to  Mr  Alexander  the  Particulars 
mention'd  in  yours  to  which  I  must  refer  you  The  time 
I  have  to  write  not  permitting  me  to  write  more  fully 
now  being  obliged  to  write  to  him  on  some  other  business 
likewise  And  in  case  Mr  Alexander  be  absent  please  to 
desire  my  letter  from  Mrs  Alexander  &  read  it  I  am 
This  is  wrote  at  two  in  the  morning  C.  C. 

[Indorsed] 

To  Archibald  Kennedy  Esq. 

at  New  York 
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Cadwallader  Colden  to  James  Alexander 

Dear  Sr 

I  have  receiv'd  an  account  this  day  of  Mr  Heath's 
being  gone  off  both  from  Mr  Kennedy  &  Captn  Kippen 
but  as  I  have  no  manner  of  Confidence  in  Kippen  I  shall 
not  answer  his  letter.  He  tells  me  that  Mr  Heath  is  ex- 
pected to  return  in  a  fortnight  after  the  date  of  his  letter 
wch  was  the  13th  of  this  month  but  as  Heath  has  gone 
away  &  entrusted  the  weigh  house  with  another  without 
giving  me  the  least  hint  of  his  design  tho'  he  must  have 
been  resolv'd  on  it  when  I  was  at  New  York  since  he 
went  away  the  day  after  I  left  that  place  &  he  has  so 
plainly  risqued  other  peoples  Money  for  his  own  advan- 
tage I  think  it  very  imprudent  in  me  to  trust  him  any 
longer  &  therefore  I  think  it  necessary  to  remove  him 
immediatly  from  the  Weigh  house.  Indeed  I  have  not 
been  satisfied  with  his  conduct  for  some  time  past  but  the 
fears  of  Clamour  which  I  was  sure  would  be  rais'd  against 
me  prevented  my  removing  him  before  this  unless  the 
necessity  of  doing  it  were  apparent  to  every  body.  Mr 
Kennedy  tells  me  that  Obediah  Hunt  offers  to  be  Security 
for  his  son  who  once  lived  with  Mr  Lane  I  am  entirely 
unacquainted  with  his  Character  but  if  there  be  no  ob- 
jection as  to  that  I  am  enclined  that  he  be  appointed  & 
that  it  be  done  immediatly  to  take  off  the  Sollicitations 
that  perhaps  may  be  made  for  Heath  or  some  other  per- 
son that  I  may  dislike  I  believe  it  will  be  necessary  to 
give  Notice  in  my  name  by  a  Placart  on  the  weigh  house 
or  advertisement  in  the  Gazette  that  no  money  due  for 
weighing  be  paid  to  Sam1  Heath  or  any  other  person 
besides  such  as  I  shall  appoint  or  you  in  my  name.  Mr 
Kennedy  says  that  he  hears  Kippen  has  a  power  to  sell 
Heath's  House  I  wish  you  could  get  a  Mortgadge  on  it 
or  some  other  Security  for  the  Money  he  owes  me.  He 
owes  all  that  has  been  receiv'd  at  the  weigh  house  since 
the  first  of  July  last  He  gave  my  Aunt  a  power  of  attor- 
ney to  receive  £16:13:8  due  to  him  on  Bond  from 
Humphry  Salisbury  which  she  had  got  secur'd  for  him 
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&  in  a  letter  wch  I  receiv'd  this  day  from  her  she  was  in 
hopes  of  sending  it  to  him  before  the  Winter  set  in  with 
some  money  due  to  me  I  enclose  a  letter  to  her  to  desire 
her  to  send  that  money  to  you  &  I  beg  of  you  to  forward 
my  letter  as  soon  as  possible.  Heath  once  told  me  that 
one  Fitch  lately  a  Baker  at  Rhode  Island  had  fail'd  being 
£36  in  his  Debt  &  that  Fitch  was  remov'd  to  Philadia 
I  know  not  whether  that  Debt  will  be  worth  any  thing 
but  I  intend  to  write  to  my  Aunt  about  it  &  if  you  can 
advise  her  how  to  proceed  pray  write  to  her.  Pray  get 
all  the  weigh  house  books  as  soon  as  possible  into  your 
Possession  If  you  be  enclined  to  name  any  of  your  Ac- 
quaintance or  friends  pray  do  it  as  soon  as  may  be  to 
avoid  (as  I  said  before)  disagreable  Sollicitations 

I  wrote  to  you  yesterday  from  Goshen  which  Mr 
Bruyn  was  to  transmit  to  you  by  a  Sopuss  Boat  together 
with  twenty  five  pounds  in  Money  towards  the  Purchase 
of  Bennets  land  In  my  letter  I  said  he  was  to  transmit 
£34:  -:-  but  that  was  a  mistake  nine  pounds  which  I 
thought  was  then  to  be  sent  being  to  be  paid  to  you  by 
one  who  is  to  go  for  New  York  some  time  next  week  & 
is  for  one  half  of  the  share  that  is  in  Mr  Mcintosh's  name. 
All  the  rest  of  the  Money — besides  yours  &  Mr  Wilemans 
I  am  forced  to  advance  till  next  May  otherwise  the 
Project  must  have  fail'd  &  I  hope  the  money  which  you 
have  receiv'd  for  my  Aunt  by  this  time  of  the  Jersey 
Bond  will  prevent  your  being  under  any  necessity  of 
advancing  for  us.  I  had  likewise  for  further  security 
order'd  heath  to  pay  you  £25  but  that  order  I  am  affray'd 
now  is  to  little  purpose  But  you  will  do  well  to  get  what 
money  Kippen  has  receiv'd  out  of  his  hands.  I  sent  you 
our  Agreem1  sign'd  by  the  Partners  here  which  if  you 
like  please  to  sign  &  get  Mr  Wileman  likewise  to  sign 
When  I  drew  it  I  was  confin'd  to  a  little  room  where  there 
was  too  much  noise  &  no  time  to  delay.  You'l  see  that 
the  lott  is  to  be  divided  among  seven  equally  for  which 
each  was  to  advance  eighteen  pounds  which  produces  £6 : 
over  the  £120  &  that  £6:-:-  is  design'd  for  ye  charges  on 
the  purchase  part  of  which  is  Michael  Dunings  going  to 
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New  York  to  purchase  Cockendales  land  We  have 
agreed  that  as  many  of  the  Country  as  will  may  be  con- 
cern'd  in  the  Common  store  upon  their  paying  an  equal 
share  of  the  charges  of  building  the  wharf  store  house  & 
a  dwelling  house  for  the  store  keeper  which  most  of  them 
propose  to  do  by  their  own  labour.  All  the  partners  in 
the  store  house  to  have  an  equal  share  without  any  re- 
gard to  what  right  they  have  in  the  land  for  some  will 
be  concern'd  in  the  store  house  that  have  no  right  in  the 
land  &  Duning's  name  is  in  trust  for  3  more  as  Mc  Intosh 
is  for  another  besides  himself  Please  to  let  me  know  how 
you  desire  to  be  concern'd  in  the  store  We  are  all  to  meet 
next  Munday  on  the  land  to  survey  it  for  a  division  & 
to  do  some  work  likewise  before  the  winter  sets  in  The 
channel  is  so  near  that  the  wharf  cannot  extend  above  20 
foot  from  high  water  &  perhaps  not  so  far  Our  agreem* 
is  that  if  any  neglect  to  pay  at  the  day  that  such  share 
shall  fall  to  me  of  which  I  have  wrote  to  Mr  Wileman 
inclos'd  in  yours  by  Mr  Bruyn  but  in  case  that  letter  by 
any  accident  should  not  come  to  hand  please  to  inform 
him  We  did  not  know  of  this  opportunity  yesterday  when 
Mr  Bruyn  carried  the  money  to  Sopus.  I  presume  I  need 
not  make  any  excuse  for  all  this  trouble  indeed  if  it  were 
necessary  between  us  I  could  not    I  am 

Yours 

COLDENGHAM  CADWALLADER  COLDEN 

Novr  19th  1729 

Pray  write  to  me  by  any  opportunity  that  offers  either 
to  this  part  of  the  Country  or  Kingstone. 

[Indorsed] 
To 

James  Alexander  Esq 
at  New  York 


Cadwallader  Colden  to  James  Alexander 

Dear  Sr 

The  misfortune  of  Mr  Heaths  going  off  obliges  me  to 
trouble  you  in  such  a  manner  as  nothing  but  the  present 
state  of  my  affairs  can  excuse  &  that  only  with  a  friend 
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I  wrote  to  you  two  days  ago  largely  on  the  affairs  of  the 
Weighhouse  of  which  letter  Mr  Ellison  promised  to  take 
particular  care  by  putting  it  on  board  the  first  sloop  that 
shall  pass  to  which  I  must  refer  you.  The  bearer  of  this 
designing  to  return  speedily  I  have  made  him  promise  to 
call  for  an  answer  for  I  shall  long  very  much  to  hear  from 
you.  I  wrote  fully  to  you  about  our  lott  on  Hudson's 
River  in  that  letter  &  in  another  wch  Mr  Bruyn  was  to 
send  by  a  Sopus  Sloop  with  £25  in  Money  I  must  beg 
the  favour  of  you  to  order  a  Ticket  to  be  put  over  the 
door  of  my  Aunts  House  to  let  it  &  to  enquire  of  you. 
I  would  wish  to  have  the  whole  house  let  &  then  I  should 
expect  £28  pounds  a  year  but  this  I  must  leave  to  your 
Judgem1  as  houses  happen  to  be  wanted  Mr  Heath  told 
me  that  he  believ'd  Captn  Smith  would  want  it  The 
Kitchen  will  want  repair  &  you  may  promise  that  it  shall 
&  if  any  would  take  a  term  of  years  I  would  build  a  new 
one  to  their  liking  &  agree  about  it  in  the  Spring  for  I 
shall  be  early  doun  I  shall  expect  £20  if  I  keep  the  room 
I  now  have  in  that  house  Mrs  Broun  told  me  that  she 
does  not  intend  to  continue  in  it  We  have  desir'd  her  to 
pay  you  the  rent  wch  by  Agreem1  she  was  to  pay  quar- 
terly   I  have  received  only  one  quarter    I  am 

Yours 

^  Cadwallader  Colden 

coldengham 

Novr  21st  1729 

Sr  Mr  Colden  being  from  home  he  left  this  with  me  to 

seall  and  take  care  of  The  bearer  not  knowing  Mrs 

Parmertons  makes  me  presume  to  trouble  you  with  the 

inclosed    it  is  concerning  the  letting  of  the  house    she 

may  be  serviceable  that  way  and  it  wou'd  not  be  a  miss 

if  the  people  who  lives  there  were  to  her  likeing  I  am 

Your  most  humble  Servtt 

Alice  Colden 

please  give  my  humble  servise 

to  Mrs.  Alexander 

[Indorsed] 

To 
James  Alexander  Esq 

at  New  York 
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Cadwallader  Colden  to  James  Alexander 

Dear  Sr 

I  was  obliged  to  trouble  you  with  a  long  letter  about 
20  days  ago  concerning  the  weigh  house  affairs  in  which 
I  presume  upon  your  friendsp  for  an  Excuse.  As  that 
letter  may  be  of  some  consequence  to  me  I  think  it  neces- 
sary to  inform  you  that  it  went  by  one  Whitfield  the  same 
Sloop  that  Mr  Alsop  went  in  &  I  wrote  at  the  same  time 
to  Mr  Kennedy  who  was  so  kind  as  to  inform  me  of  Mr 
Heaths  going  away.  I  long  very  much  to  have  some 
Answer  from  you  on  the  Subject  of  that  letter. 

I  have  survey'd  the  Land  on  Hudson's  River  in  order 
to  divide  it  into  lotts  &  we  intend  to  draw  them  next 
Weddensday.  The  Nature  &  scituation  of  the  Ground 
has  obliged  us  to  divide  it  into  a  great  many  lotts  each 
share  will  have  at  least  six.  I  hope  you  have  receiv'd 
the  money  which  is  sent  doun  to  you  on  that  account  & 
that  the  Conveyance  is  made  or  will  be  made  by  the  time 
limited  in  the  Agreem*  Some  would  have  bought  a  share 
lately  but  none  would  sell  &  severals  will  be  concern'd 
in  the  Storehouse  that  are  not  in  the  land  I  shall  send 
you  a  Copy  of  our  Agreem1  &  proposals  on  that  head  by 
the  next  Opportunity.  Some  have  oppos'd  our  Project 
so  much  that  I  have  been  obliged  to  be  at  more  pains 
than  I  expected  to  forward  it  &  very  odd  means  have 
been  used  to  defeat  it  for  wch  reason  I  am  a  little  uneasy 
to  hear  that  it  is  compleated 

I  have  this  day  sold  that  part  of  my  Land  in  the 
Mahawks  Country  which  lyes  within  one  English  mile 
of  the  River  for  £504  of  which  £150  to  be  paid  at  New 
York  the  first  week  of  April  at  which  time  I  am  to  convey 
it  upon  the  paym1  of  that  Money  &  securing  the  paym* 
of  the  remainder  as  follows  £100  to  be  paid  the  1st  of  May 
1731  £154  the  first  of  May  1732  &  the  remaining  £100 
the  1st  of  May  1733  for  which  sums  they  are  to  give  their 
Bonds  &  mortgage  the  land  for  a  further  Security  Their 
names  are  Marten  Van  Alste  &  Hendrick  Scirmerly  But 
upon  looking  over  our  Deeds  of  Partition  I  am  affray'd 
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there  is  a  mistake  in  the  endorsement  made  on  them  for 
the  Division  of  the  Low  land  for  the  south  east  bounds  of 
Mine  is  said  to  be  at  47  chains  from  the  point  on  the 
Northwest  side  of  Kanajohary  kill  where  the  upland  & 
Lowland  meets  &  the  Northwest  bounds  at  27  chains 
from  that  place  Now  I  apprehend  that  the  Northwest 
bounds  which  is  your  SE  should  be  at  47  &  my  SE  which 
is  Mr  Vanhorn's  NW  at  27  &  it  appears  to  be  so  by  the 
Map.  If  there  be  such  an  error  which  you  will  easily 
discover  by  the  other  bounds  it  may  create  Confusion  & 
Disputes  with  Mr  Burnets  Children  which  both  you  &  I 
would  by  all  means  avoid.  And  I  think  as  the  Mistake 
happens  it  is  in  your  power  &  mine  to  remedy  it  which 
can  only  be  done  before  I  convey.  I  shall  be  glad  to 
know  your  thoughts  on  this  head  likewise  as  soon  as  may 
be  because  the  men  as  they  went  away  told  me  that  they 
would  endeavour  to  meet  me  at  Kingstone  in  February 
&  bring  the  Money  with  them. 

Marten  Van  Alste  desir'd  me  to  inform  Mr  Vanhorn 
that  he  would  lease  Mr  Burnets  childrens  land  which  lyes 
next  mine  till  they  be  of  Age  &  desires  that  he  would 
enform  him  by  a  letter  directed  either  to  Coll  Groosebek 
or  Ned  Collins  &  sent  by  the  Post  of  the  terms  he  would 
be  willing  to  let  it  that  he  may  be  prepared  in  the  Spring 
to  agree.    He  has  six  sons  men  grown  to  settle  on  lands 

Please  to  send  the  enclos'd  to  Mr  Parker  &  I  hope  he 
will  send  you  a  little  money  on  my  account. 

I  still  continue  in  the  mind  that  you  may  share  with 
me  in  what  is  sold  of  my  land  if  you  please  on  the  terms 
you  proposed.    I  am 

Yours 

Cadwallader  Colden 
coldengham 
Novr  28th  1729 

[Indorsed] 
To 

James  Alexander  Esq 
at  New  York 
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Cadwallader  Colden  to  James  Alexander 

Dear  ST 

The  friendship  which  subsists  betwixt  us  does  not 
allow  of  the  formal  acknowlegement  of  Favours  which  is 
necessary  with  others  tho'  I  be  as  sensible  of  what  you 
have  now  done  for  me  as  any  can  be  but  more  especially 
for  the  care  you  take  to  recover  what  Heath  owes  me. 
I  am  very  much  concerned  that  you  have  been  put  to  any 
uneasiness  by  paying  the  purchase  money  of  our  land 
when  I  made  that  agreement  I  did  not  apprehend  that 
our  partners  would  be  so  far  at  a  loss  to  advance  their 
shares  as  I  found  them  &  I  thought  that  you  would  cer- 
tainly have  had  the  £25  paid  which  I  order' d  Heath  to 
pay  &  I  likewise  believ'd  you  would  have  my  Aunts 
money  in  your  hands  for  which  reason  I  took  bonds  in 
her  name,  for  the  money  I  advanced  If  I  had  suspected 
that  either  of  them  would  have  fail'd  I  would  have  sent 
the  money  from  hence  but  since  I  knew  of  Heaths  going 
away  I  have  not  had  any  secure  hand  by  which  I  could 
trust  any  sum  of  Money  &  I  ev'n  very  much  doubted  of 
my  letters  coming  safe  to  your  hands  nor  do  I  at  this 
time  know  in  what  manner  this  will  go.  I  wrote  to  you 
about  ten  or  12  days  a  go  in  which  I  gave  you  an  Account 
of  my  having  sold  my  land  in  the  Mohawks  Country  but 
that  letter  I  believe  remains  still  at  Ellisons  however  as 
I  believe  it  is  as  likely  to  reach  you  as  this  is  I  shall  not 
now  repeat  what  I  wrote  then  any  further  than  to  con- 
firm what  I  promised  before  that  you  may  have  the  half 
of  the  purchase  Money  for  the  half  of  your  low  land  & 
a  proportionable  part  of  the  upland  to  what  I  have  sold 
or  if  you  incline  to  keep  your  own  intirely  to  your  self  I 
shall  be  well  pleased  either  way 

I  was  in  hopes  you  would  have  join'd  with  us  in  the 
store  as  well  as  in  the  land  for  unless  a  storehouse  be 
built  the  land  will  neither  grow  in  its  Value  nor  any  way 
answer  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  purchased  &  I  am 
perswaded  that  your  share  of  the  Storehouse  would  im- 
mediatly  rent  for  more  than  the  Interest  of  the  money 
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it  will  cost  &  we  believe  likewise  that  the  Storekeepers 
house  will  rent  for  as  much  as  the  Interest  of  the  money 
it  will  cost.  The  people  here  will  think  it  hard  that  the 
Value  of  your  share  should  be  entirely  encreased  at  their 
Expence  &  tho'  you  join  in  the  Store  yet  you  will  not  be 
equal  with  them  in  the  expence  of  advancing  the  Value 
of  that  land  because  the  makeing  of  the  roads  which  will 
be  a  considerable  charge  will  entirely  fall  upon  the  people 
living  here.  But  as  to  my  own  part  I  shall  be  well  Satis- 
fied with  what  you  think  most  proper  &  convenient  for 
your  self.  We  have  drawn  the  lotts  &  the  numbers  falFn 
to  you  are  No.  5,  13,  21,  27,  37,  43  &  in  this  you  have  been 
as  fortunate  as  any  body  I  intend  to  inclose  a  small  Map 
proper  to  be  put  upon  the  Deeds  &  to  give  the  bounds  of 
each  of  your  lotts  in  words  at  length  If  you  please  to 
draw  for  a  Deed  for  your  self  I  shall  execute  it  &  it  will 
serve  as  a  form  for  the  rest.  You  have  forgot  to  tell  me 
whether  Mr  Wileman  has  paid  his  share  of  the  purchase 
Mr  Bruyn  says  he  sent  his  money  all  in  Gold  to  Kingstone 
but  that  his  son  changed  it  for  Bills  that  it  might  the 
more  conveniently  be  sent  in  a  letter  &  consequently  he 
knows  nothing  of  the  £5  Bill  His  son  had  it  from  Major 
Hardenbergh.  We  are  all  in  good  health  &  heartily  wish 
the  same  happiness  to  you  &  your  Family.    I  am 

Yours 

Cadwallader  Colden 
coldengham 
Decr  12th  1729 

In  my  last  I  told  you  that  I  apprehended  there  was  a 
mistake  in  the  Boundaries  of  my  land  in  the  Mohawks 
Country  but  upon  looking  them  over  again  I  find  that  I 
had  mistaken  the  sense  of  the  bounds  &  that  they  are  as 
they  ought  to  be 

The  Bounds  of  your  Lotts  are 
No.  5  is  bounded  easterly  87%  feet  on  Hudsons  River 
Northerly  60  feet  on  lott  No.  4  (being  Jacobus 
Bruyns  lott)  westerly  87%  feet  on  Waterstreet  & 
Southerly  60  feet  on  No.  6  (being  Phineas  Mc- 
intosh's lott 
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No  13  is  easterly  87%  feet  on  Waterstreet  Northerly  105 
foot  4  Inches  on  No.  12  being  Jacobus  Bruyns 
lott  Westerly  87%  foot  on  Waggon  street  & 
Southerly  113  foot  2  Inches  on  No.  14  being 
Phineas  Mcintosh's  lott 

No.  21  is  easterly  87%  foot  on  Waggon  street  Northerly 
156  foot  3  Inches  on  No.  20  being  Jacobus  Bruyn 
lott  westerly  87%  foot  on  High  street  &  South- 
erly 148  foot  6  Inches  on  No.  22  being  Phin. 
Mcintosh's  lott 

No  27  is  easterly  10  rod  12  foot  on  high  street  Northerly 
24%  rod  on  No  26  being  Michael  Dunning's  lott 
Westerly  10  rod  12  foot  on  part  of  No  30  being 
Phineas  Mc  Intosh's  lott  &  part  of  No  31  being 
Cadwallader  Colden's  lott  &  Southerly  23  rod  & 
five  foot  on  No  28  being  Henry  Wilemans  lott 

No  37  is  easterly  is  10  rod  10  foot  on  part  of  No.  34  being 
Cadwallader  Colden's  lott  &  part  of  No  33  being 
Phineas  Mcintosh's  lott  Northerly  41  rod  15  foot 
on  No  36  being  Michael  Dunning's  lott  &  west- 
erly 10%  rod  on  Broad  Street  &  Southerly  39  rod 
&  5  foot  on  No  38  being  Henry  Wileman's  lott 

No  43  is  easterly  21  rod  on  Stone  Street  Northerly  64 
rod  on  the  Ministers  land  Westerly  21  rod  on 
No  45  being  Michael  Dunning  lott  &  Southerly 
64  rod  on  No  44  being  Phineas  Mc  Intosh's  lott 

I  forgot  to  tell  you  that  we  found  the  breadth  of  the 
lott  between  the  mark  trees  to  be  ten  chain  &  a  half  & 
that  we  measured  the  breadth  of  the  lotts  both  to  the 
Southward  &  Northward  of  us  I  mean  the  two  joining 
next  us  &  found  they  likewise  had  more  than  their  Meas- 
ure &  that  there  is  two  chain  allow'd  for  the  high  way 
between  our  Lott  &  Provosts 

[Indorsed] 

To 
James  Alexander  Esq 
at  New  York 
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Cadwallader  Colden  to  James  Alexander 

Dear  Sr 

I  have  yours  of  the  8th  of  this  Month  &  one  before  that 
in  which  you  told  me  of  the  Difficulties  you  had  been 
under  in  the  Purchase  of  the  Land  When  I  undertook 
for  some  of  our  Partners  I  was  not  apprehensive  of  the 
Disapointments  we  afterwards  met  with  because  I  knew 
Heath  had  more  money  in  his  hands  than  that  came  to  & 
I  had  reason  to  believe  that  you  had  receiv'd  my  Aunts 
money  which  made  me  take  the  Bonds  in  her  name.  But 
you  have  given  a  fresh  Instance  of  your  Friendsp  of  which 
I  am  more  sensible  than  you  would  be  pleas'd  with  my 
expressing  in  words.  I  have  wrote  twice  since  those  you 
mention  to  be  receiv'd  but  they  have  been  so  careless  of 
the  first  that  it  lay  still  last  Saturday  at  the  Landing  not- 
withstanding that  they  had  several  opportunities  of  send- 
ing it  &  I  am  affray'd  they  will  not  reach  you  in  haste 
for  the  purchase  of  the  new  landing  has  put  both  Ellison 
&  Alsop  very  much  out  of  Humour.  I  am  no  less  obliged 
to  you  for  the  care  you  have  taken  to  secure  what  Mr 
Heath  owes  me.  When  the  Accounts  are  made  up  please 
to  consider  that  I  have  a  perquesite  in  the  Portinge  of 
one  quarter  of  the  whole  We  being  allways  able  to  hire 
Porters  by  the  Great  for  so  much  less  than  what  is  by 
Custom  paid  at  the  weigh  house.  I  intend  to  write  more 
particularly  of  this  to  Hunt  that  he  may  be  better  ap- 
prised how  to  State  or  Examine  the  Accounts.  There  is 
a  Map  of  the  land  as  it  is  devided  into  lotts  inclosed  in 
my  last  letter  &  the  boundaries  of  the  lotts  which  have 
fall'n  to  you  &  I  have  not  time  now  to  Copy  them  this 
going  by  an  Accedental  passenger  who  says  he  will  return 
in  less  than  a  fortnight.  You  have  had  as  good  fortune 
in  your  lotts  as  any  tho'  I  indeavour'd  to  make  them  as 
nearly  equal  as  possible  I  told  our  Partners  that  you 
was  willing  to  join  with  us  in  the  storehouse  &  this  I  did 
the  more  freely  because  I  perswaded  my  self  that  your 
share  might  let  for  the  Interest  of  the  money  it  cost  you 
but    as  you  have  allready  serv'd  us  I  believe  we  will  all 
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be  satisfied  with  whatever  you  shall  think  most  for  your 
advantage.  I  suppose  however  that  you  will  consent  to 
the  making  over  of  the  three  Common  lotts  to  those  that 
shall  undertake  to  build  the  Storehouse  &  Storekeepers 
House  But  as  for  Mr  Wileman  if  he  do  not  join  with  us 
in  these  publick  buildings  none  of  us  will  consent  to  his 
having  a  share  of  the  Land  for  we  are  under  no  obligation 
to  make  his  lotts  Valuable  to  him  at  our  Expence.  His 
son  Bayard  has  sign'd  for  him  to  our  Articles  for  Building 
&  he  must  either  stand  to  what  he  has  engaged  for  or  Quit 
his  share  of  the  land  &  this  choice  I  think  is  no  hardship 
to  him  of  which  please  to  enform  him  One  of  our  Partners 
designs  for  New  York  sometime  next  week  by  whom  you 
will  be  more  fully  inform' d  of  all  the  particulars.  Pray 
make  our  most  obedient  Service  acceptable  to  Mrs  Alex- 
ander   I  am 

Yours 

Cadwallader  Colden 
coldengham 
Decr  15th  1729 

I  believe  it  will  not  be  proper  finally  to  discharge 
Heath  till  I  have  had  the  perusal  of  his  Accounts 

Sir 

the  paragraph  of  the  above  Letter  below  the  Line 
concerning  you  I  thought  proper  to  Communicate  it,  as 
for  my  part  I  have  consented  to  go  share  in  the  charge 
of  the  publick  buildings  &  haveing  now  an  opportunity 
this  night  to  write  to  Dr  Colden  I  doubt  not  you'll  Enable 
me  to  write  to  him  that  you  will  also,  &  Consent  to  what 
the  Majority  agrees  on  for  that  purpose,  the  bearer  if 
you  please  will  Stay  to  bring  this  Letter  back  &  your 
Answer    I  am 

Yours 
Ja:  Alexander 
To  Mr  Wileman 

[Indorsed] 

To 
James  Alexander  Esq 

at  New  York 
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Cadwallader  Colden  to  James  Alexander 

Dear  Sr 

I  have  wrote  two  or  three  letters  to  you  since  those 
you  mention  to  be  receiv'd  by  which  you'l  see  what  a 
diligent  correspondent  I  am  become.  This  goes  by  Mr 
Denton  one  of  our  principal  partners  at  Newburgh  who 
will  inform  you  of  every  thing  you  desire  to  know  of  that 
place  &  of  our  proceedings  &  I  hope  I  shall  hear  fully 
from  you  at  his  return  His  being  at  New  York  in  the  most 
idle  time  of  the  year  I  hope  will  give  you  time  to  write 
as  largely  as  you  please.  No  doubt  you  think  I  have  idle 
time  enough  &  perhaps  my  letters  give  you  good  reason 
to  think  so  but  whatever  people  think  of  the  Toil  & 
Trouble  of  Business  I  believe  there  is  no  Condition  of  Life 
so  unhappy  as  that  of  the  Idle  man  &  for  that  reason  you'l 
find  that  I  make  work  for  my  self  by  the  inclos'd  Cicero 
says  some  where  that  the  most  happy  state  is  Otium  cum 
Dignitate  which  certainly  cannot  be  in  doing  nothing  I 
endeavour  to  make  amusements  usefull  to  my  self  as  well 
as  agreable  by  makeing  reflections  on  Human  Life  which 
most  commonly  occur  upon  reading  some  parts  of  His- 
tory. I  put  them  in  writing  because  I  find  I  can  think 
more  regularly  with  the  Pen  in  my  hand  than  otherwise 
&  I  am  in  hopes  that  they  may  some  time  be  usefull  to 
my  children  who  may  when  they  come  to  years  &  are 
free  of  the  more  immediat  Authority  of  a  Father  read 
any  thing  of  his  with  more  attention  &  regard  than  better 
writings  of  Strangers.  We  have  a  natural  fondness  ev'n 
to  Vanity  of  Showing  our  Performances  of  this  kind  as 
we  are  fond  of  showing  our  Children  to  our  Friends  & 
when  they  indulge  us  in  this  they  double  our  Pleasure 
but  when  our  partiality  for  them  goes  so  far  that  we  set 
them  up  however  deform'd  they  be  for  publick  Spectacles 
a  good  friend  will  admonish  us  in  time  before  bothe  we 
&  them  become  ridicolous.  After  this  preface  I  must 
even  frankly  tell  you  that  I  fancy  something  of  this  kind 
in  Imitation  of  the  English  papers  may  be  usefull  to  those 
who  have  good  natural  parts  but  have  never  fall'n  into 
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a  Method  of  thinking  regularly  &  have  no  opportunity 
of  seeing  good  books  &  if  it  happen  so  only  to  one  or  two 
the  labour  will  not  be  lost  tho'  it  should  otherwise  be 
ridicul'd  However  to  prevent  the  uneasiness  of  bearing 
the  Laugh  I  think  the  Author  ought  to  be  an  absolute 
secret  for  by  that  means  one  can  with  much  more  ease 
hear  the  Sentiments  of  Strangers  about  it  &  if  it  be  to 
the  Authors  advantage  he  will  have  no  less  pleasure  than 
if  his  name  were  known  This  secret  will  likewise  add  some 
weight  to  the  thing  because  we  never  esteem  the  per- 
formances of  those  we  converse  with  every  day  &  know 
all  their  Infirmities  as  of  those  we  do  not  know  but  only 
by  the  agreable  part  of  their  character.  For  this  reason 
I  use  some  expressions  on  purpose  to  put  the  Guess 
further  from  me  or  you.  If  you  like  the  design  I  hope 
youl  join  under  the  same  bond  of  Secrecy  or  if  you  think 
it  not  fit  or  convenient  for  the  publick  you  must  allow 
me  to  converge  with  you  at  a  distance  upon  the  subject 
&  I  hope  you'l  give  me  your  Sentiments  as  freely  I 
cannot  reflect  on  any  part  of  our  Conversation  (when 
sometimes  we  drank  a  bottle  by  our  selves)  with  more 
pleasure  than  when  it  happen'd  upon  the  Conduct  of 
Human  Life  by  this  we  may  establish  good  Rules  for  our 
future  Conduct  &  make  our  selves  more  steady  in  pur- 
sueing  of  them.  I  am  obliged  to  steal  away  from  Com- 
pany to  write  this  &  therefore  can  only  give  my  senti- 
ments very  loosely.  When  I  inclose  any  paper  for  the 
future  I  shall  write  of  it  as  from  a  third  person  for  a 
reason  I  need  not  tell  you    I  am 

Yours 

Cadwallader  Colden 

[Indorsed] 

To 
James  Alexander  Esq 
at  New  York 

[In  Alexander's  handwriting] 
Letter  from  Dr  Colden  Decemr  1729 
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Cadwallader  C olden  to  James  Alexander 
Dear  Sr 

I  have  yours  of  the  21st  of  last  Month.  I  shall  have 
the  Division  of  the  Land  in  the  Mohawks  Country  ready 
by  the  time  that  I  go  to  New  York,  it  shall  be  done  on 
the  same  Map  the  first  Partition  was  made  What  you 
propose  about  the  money  set  aside  for  Van  slyke  is  just 
&  reasonable.  I  did  not  know  till  I  saw  you  that  the 
money  was  not  paid  having  order'd  William  Peters  to  do 
it  out  of  the  Money  he  owed  me  on  a  Bond  he  gave  in 
part  of  the  price  of  a  Negro  Woman  I  sold  him.  Now 
I  hear  that  he  is  so  much  in  debt  that  he  keeps  out  of 
the  way.  That  &  some  other  Money  due  to  me  will 
oblige  me  to  go  to  Albany  as  soon  as  the  Season  of  the 
Year  &  some  other  affairs  will  permit  me  &  then  I  shall 
take  care  to  put  an  end  to  Vanslyke's  Demands.  I  kept 
no  Account  of  the  charges  of  that  Land  wherein  our 
Children  are  concern'd  having  advanced  nothing  to  it 
besides  my  own  fees  &  the  Attorney  General's  with  whom 
I  then  had  an  Account  &  gave  him  Credit  for  the  fees  of 
that  Patent.  I  received  likewise  £5  from  William  Bull  for 
his  share  of  the  charges  &  I  remember  that  I  offer'd  that 
Money  to  you  but  you  refused  it.  However  the  Account 
may  easily  be  made  up  &  I  shall  be  ready  with  my  part. 
I  am  very  glad  that  you  have  ballanced  my  Account  with 
you  for  the  Land  at  Newburgh  in  the  manner  you  have 
done  because  the  Disapointment  in  that  money  had  made 
me  uneasy.  But  nothing  surprised  me  so  much  as  the 
state  of  the  account  by  Le  Tellier  with  Mr  Heath.  I  am 
very  sure  by  the  General  Inspection  of  the  Books  that 
there  was  at  that  time  when  I  left  New  York  above  £25 
due  to  me  after  Heaths  Sallary  &  the  Porters  were  paid. 
He  was  to  trust  no  body  except  Mr  Delancey  &  Mr  Moore 
with  whom  we  kept  accounts  If  the  Ledger  &  Cash  book 
were  shown  this  will  appear  For  there  is  no  Account 
kept  in  the  Ledger  since  the  2d  a  hundred  on  flower  by  Act 
of  Assembly  ceased  with  and  other  person  besides  them  & 
it  will  appear  by  the  Cash  book  that  the  Credit  for  all 
other  money  receiv'd  at  the  Weigh  house  is  nearly  of  the 
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same  date  with  the  Journal  of  the  things  weighed  &  if 
Heath  gave  any  other  Credit  he  then  took  the  Debt  upon 
himself  But  it  is  not  in  the  least  probable  that  he  would 
at  this  time  give  a  larger  Credit  when  he  was  in  so  much 
want  of  Money  then  he  did  at  other  times.  It  is  to  avoid 
these  things  from  appearing  that  he  keeps  these  books 
from  us.  Since  you  have  got  security  for  what  Heath 
owes  me  we  need  not  trouble  our  selves  about  any  other 
Debts  besides  Mr  Delancy's  &  Mr  Moores  (if  he  has  not 
allready  receiv'd  them)  for  he  is  answerable  for  all  others. 
I  have  not  mention'd  this  to  him  least  it  should  deter  him 
from  giving  up  those  Books  &  if  he  continue  to  refuse 
them  I  must  beg  of  you  to  use  all  lawfull  means  to  force 
him  to  it.  Besides  he  can  no  way  be  entituled  to  his 
Sallary  till  that  money  is  payd  the  trouble  of  receiving 
&  paying  to  me  &  keeping  &  giving  me  Accounts  of  the 
same  being  part  of  the  Duty  of  his  office.  When  he  has 
accounted  please  to  receive  the  Ballance  &  give  a  receipt 
of  so  much  money  for  me  but  delay  giving  any  discharge 
till  such  times  as  I  shall  examine  the  Accounts  I  forgot 
to  tell  you  that  we  never  gave  at  any  time  any  Credit  in 
the  weigh  house  to  any  person  but  the  noted  Merchants 
of  the  Toun  all  which  will  appear  by  the  books.  You'l 
find  a  long  letter  enclosed  for  Heath  &  the  reason  of  my 
writing  it  is  that  we  have  often  found  in  this  Country 
that  some  mens  best  Actions  for  which  they  deserve  the 
highest  esteem  have  met  with  a  very  different  Reception 
in  the  world  which  as  I  formerly  have  said  I  believ'd  was 
chiefly  owing  to  this  that  ill  designing  men  use  their  Ut- 
most Indeavours  to  misrepresent  the  Actions  of  those 
who  oppose  them  in  their  designs  &  to  paint  their  own 
in  the  best  Colours  while  the  Honest  man  only  trusts  to 
the  Integrity  of  his  own  heart  for  I  cannot  think  that 
Mankind  is  so  far  Degenerated  as  willfully  to  slander 
good  men  &  applaud  the  wicked  but  that  they  only  see 
things  in  such  a  light  &  in  such  agreable  or  disagreable 
colours  &  scituation  as  they  are  placed  before  them. 
Some  honest  men  likewise  are  of  such  weak  minds  that 
they  neither  know  how  to  do  a  kindness  to  their  friend 
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or  to  Value  any  that  he  does  them  or  to  resent  the  gross- 
est injury  done  them  if  the  wind  blow  abroad  at  that  time 
but  are  tost  to  &  fro  with  every  blast.  A  sigh  or  a  Tear 
prevails  upon  them  as  it  does  upon  the  weakest  of 
Woemen  beyond  all  other  Considerations.  You  may 
make  what  use  of  it  you  please  among  our  friends  or  if 
there  be  any  thing  wrote  which  you  think  not  proper 
pray  keep  the  letter  without  delivering  it  I  begin  to  be 
affray'd  since  the  weather  has  prov'd  so  good  that  you 
think  I  have  given  you  more  trouble  than  was  necessary 
&  that  I  might  safely  have  come  to  New  York  to  do  my 
Business  my  self  but  since  that  I  have  had  too  good 
reason  to  be  satisfied  that  my  Caution  was  not  too  great 
for  about  ten  days  ago  by  an  Accidental  cold  I  had  such 
a  Return  of  my  Rheumatism  that  I  was  not  able  to  turn 
my  self  in  my  Bed  &  still  am  not  entirely  free  of  it.  If 
I  should  have  been  taken  so  at  New  York  what  uneasi- 
ness must  it  have  given  to  my  self  &  family  but  it  would 
still  have  been  worse  should  I  have  been  taken  by  the 
way  in  the  poor  lodgings  that  we  must  there  take  up  with 
There  is  no  Distemper  so  apt  to  return  upon  every  Slight 
occasion. 

We  were  three  days  a  viewing  &  looking  over  the  land 
at  Newburgh  &  in  considering  the  most  convenient  place 
for  a  storehouse  &  we  would  much  rather  have  placed  it 
in  the  midle  or  on  the  South  side  than  where  it  is  But 
from  High  street  the  ground  slopes  or  Declines  so  much 
that  a  Waggon  cannot  be  driven  up  or  Doun  any  where 
but  at  the  North  end  &  the  nearer  we  come  to  the  South 
the  Declivity  is  greater  That  street  we  call  Waggon 
Street  is  laid  slanting  in  order  to  make  the  Descent  easy 
to  the  Storehouse.  The  Distance  of  any  of  our  Lotts 
from  the  Storehouse  I  think  of  no  consequence  Mine  is 
the  Southermost  but  one  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  money 
you  propose  will  be  sufficient  for  the  charge  of  wharf 
storehouse  &  storekeepers  house  I  mean  your  part  of  it 
&  that  it  will  very  soon  pay  the  Interest  of  the  Money 
One  came  to  me  lately  in  order  to  hire  the  Storekeepers 
house  &  said  he  was  willing  to  keep  the  store  &  pay  a 
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rent  besides  but  how  much  I  know  not  because  I  was  then 
from  home.  John  McNeal  who  reapt  Wantwoods  Crop 
told  me  that  he  made  an  offer  of  the  wheat  as  I  had 
agreed  to  you  but  that  you  chose  Money  &  he  order'd 
Mr  Henderson  to  pay  you  which  he  thought  had  been 
done  he  said  it  was  the  price  of  6  Bushls  of  wheat  wch  he 
supposes  was  then  about  4  S  a  Bushel.  He  has  given  Mr 
Henderson  Credit  by  so  much  Thomas  Mackullam  lives 
about  9  miles  from  me  &  since  I  receiv'd  yours  I  rode  on 
purpose  to  Speak  with  him  but  missed  him.  His  Father 
in  Law  promised  to  send  him  to  me  I  had  sent  to  him 
soon  after  I  came  from  New  York  &  he  came  to  my  house 
twice  &  both  times  I  happened  to  be  from  home  The 
bearer  of  this  designs  to  return  &  by  him  you  may  write 
fully  to  me  of  any  thing  &  indeed  I  must  acknowledge 
your  extraordinary  friendship  in  writing  so  fully  as  you 
do.  At  this  time  of  year  I  never  know  of  any  bearer  but 
as  they  pass  which  is  the  case  at  this  time  but  I  had  wrote 
part  of  this  soon  after  I  receiv'd  your  last  I  am  as  much 
as  I  can  be 

Yours 

Cadwallader  Colden 
coldengham 
Jan^  9th  1729 

We  all  join  in  wishing  you  &  M™  Alexr  &  Mr  Kennedy 
&  Mrs  Kennedy  a  happy  New  Year.  I  enclose  the  bounds 
of  all  the  Lands  I  can  find  in  David  Provoosts  name 


From  James  Alexander 

[Copy] 

Dear  Sir 

Yours  I  had  by  Mr  Denton  with  the  paper  inclosed 
which  I  Dropt  at  Bradfords  door  Sometime  agoe  but  not 
in  time  Enough  I  believe  to  be  inserted  or  acknowledged 
in  Last  weeks  paper 

I  very  much  approve  of  that  paper  &  think  that  noth- 
ing can  be  of  more  Advantage  to  the  Country  than  your 
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design  by  it  for  of  all  acquisitions  virtue  certainly  is 
the  greatest 

There  was  only  one  Expression  in  it  which  may  be 
cavilled  at  &  that  is  the  Little  Effect  our  Saviours  Doc- 
trine has  had  on  great  nations  to  reform  them  whereas 
Some  men  have  been  Successfull  in  reforming  new  Coun- 
trys  to  virtue,  Which  tho  it  be  true  yet  Some  may  in- 
terpret it  as  a  Slurr  upon  or  a  Diminution  of  the  value  of 
our  Saviours  Doctrine  or  that  the  author  has  not  talkt 
of  it  with  Sufficient  regard  in  Leaveing  room  for  Such  a 
Slurr,  But  as  the  thing  Said  is  true  &  notorious  I  did  not 
think  proper  any  way  to  alter  it 

The  paper  will  take  much  the  better  that  the  author 
is  concealed,  &  there's  hardly  any  doing  of  that  but  by 
Dropping  it  which  will  risque  the  Loss  of  it  by  Some 
other  bodys  taking  it  up  besides  Bradfords  people  wher- 
fore  it  would  not  be  amiss  to  Send  two  Coppies  of  Each 

By  Last  post  your  Aunt  Sent  ten  pounds  proclama- 
tion money  for  which  I  gave  the  Post  a  Receipt  in  your 
behalf  please  to  direct  me  whether  I  shall  Send  you  & 
also  So  much  as  you  think  proper  of  the  ballance  of  the 
amount  I  Sent  you  by  my  Last 

That  Letter  which  was  Sent  about  a  fourtnight  agoe 
was  so  full  that  I  think  of  litle  more  to  add  now,  but  that 
M1*  Wileman  Says  he  will  be  willing  to  do  any  thing  thats 
reasonable  about  the  publick  buildings  but  that  he  thinks 
the  Storehouse  for  Each  person  too  Small,  as  to  which  I 
Suppose  being  at  a  Double  Share  of  the  charge  he  may 
have  a  Double  Share  in  the  Store  house. 

Galatian  is  willing  to  join  in  the  charge  of  the  Store 
house  &  wharf  if  the  charge  therof  be  not  too  great.  So 
far  as  five  or  Six  pounds  he  is  willing  to  goe  for  his  Share 
but  would  be  glad  it  Should  be  undertaken  by  the  great 
&  be  at  a  Certainty  before  hand  of  the  cost  of  it 

Mr  Denton  acquaints  me  that  you  &  Mr  Broun  are 
willing  to  build  the  publick  house  at  your  own  charge  for 
the  rent  of  it  which  I  shall  freely  consent  to,  &  think  that 
people  will  much  the  more  readyly  join  in  the  Storehouse 
&  wharf  that  the  building  of  that  house  be  by  a  Separate 
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agreement,  for  the  rent  would  be  a  meer  triffle  to  Every 
one  being  Divided  amongst  So  many 


[Indorsed] 

Letter  to  Dr  Colden 

Janu*y  9th  1729/30 


Cadwallader  Colden  to  James  Alexander 

DrSr 

I  have  your  very  kind  letter  with  Heath's  Account 
inclosed  The  pleasure  which  you  tell  me  you  have  in 
takeing  care  of  my  Affairs  adds  very  much  to  the  obli- 
gations I  am  under  to  you.  I  can  with  pleasure  reflect 
on  a  Debt  of  this  kind  &  have  Satisfaction  in  it  tho'  I  am 
very  sensible  how  great  it  is  &  of  what  danger  I  am  in 
of  proving  insolvent  if  ever  a  demand  were  to  be  made 
on  me  But  I  hope  you  will  airways  be  so  happy  as  never 
to  desire  payment  in  the  kind.  I  do  not  think  it  proper 
now  to  give  Heath  any  new  power  to  receive  for  me  &  I 
believe  it  will  be  best  to  leave  the  finishing  of  the  Ac- 
counts with  him  till  I  come  to  New  York  &  to  let  things 
remain  as  they  are  till  that  time  except  that  Mr  Hunt 
ought  in  the  mean  time  to  get  in  what  money  he  can.  As 
I  have  appointed  to  meet  the  People  that  have  bought 
my  Land  in  the  Mohawks  Country  the  first  week  of  April 
at  New  York  it  will  be  inconvenient  for  me  to  go  to  New 
York  till  the  last  week  of  March.  I  am  likewise  obliged 
to  you  for  your  care  in  letting  the  House  as  you  have 
done  &  am  much  better  pleas'd  then  I  should  have  been 
with  its  being  let  for  a  Tavern  I  think  I  am  at  present  in 
a  better  state  of  Health  then  I  have  been  for  twelve 
months  past  May  you  &  yours  long  enjoy  health  & 
Prosperity.     I  am  very  affectionately 

Yours 

Cadwallader  Colden 

CoLDENGHAM 

FebTy  21st  1729/30 

[Indorsed] 
To 

James  Alexander  Esq 
at  New  York 
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Cadwallader  Colden  to  James  Alexander 

Newburgh  March  21st  1731/2 
Sr 

I  have  nothing  to  add  to  what  I  wrote  to  you  by  Mr 
Smiths  brother  in  Answer  to  yours  by  him  but  being  at 
this  place  our  Carpender  put  me  in  mind  of  the  boards 
for  the  flooring  of  the  Storehouse  which  is  the  only  thing 
wanting  to  compleat  that  House  He  says  120  Inch  & 
half  pitch  pine  will  be  necessary  for  that  end.  Please 
to  order  them  as  soon  as  you  can  for  I  know  not  how  to 
get  them  otherwise.  Any  of  the  Albany  boat  men  will 
deliver  them  at  this  place.  We  have  had  a  very  long 
winter.  It  is  but  within  these  two  days  we  have  been 
able  to  strike  a  how  into  the  ground.  My  most  humble 
service  to  Mrs  Alexander      I  am 

Yours 

Cadwallader  Colden 

[Indorsed] 

To 
James  Alexander  Esq 
New  York 


Cadwallader  Colden  to  James  Alexander 

,    March  27th  1732 
Sr 

I  wrote  to  you  last  Tuesday  to  put  you  in  mind  to 
send  us  One  hundred  &  twenty  Inch  &  half  Pitch  Pine 
boards  for  the  floors  of  the  Storehouse  Since  which  Mr 
Haskol  told  me  of  his  Design  to  go  to  New  York  &  I  take 
the  Opportunity  of  sending  you  Scrimbie  &  Van  Alste's 
Bond  for  seventy  seven  pounds  paya.  the  first  of  May 
next  which  Coll  Groosbeck  desir'd  I  might  send  to  New 
York  in  order  to  receive  the  money  &  prevent  their 
trouble  of  coming  to  my  house  he  assuring  me  it  would 
be  pay'd  by  the  day  if  not  before  it  I  promised  to  send 
it  to  you  &  beg  the  favour  of  your  receiving  the  money 
for  me.    I  told  you  in  mine  by  Mr  Smith  that  I  lik'd  your 
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proposal  for  selling  the  low  land  of  what  remains  &  that 
I  would  confirm  any  Agreement  you  shall  make.  I  do  not 
find  that  we  are  like  to  get  the  Interest  of  our  money  by 
delay  besides  the  risque  of  a  war  with  France  which 
would  certainly  prevent  the  sale  perhaps  for  many  years 
I  long  to  hear  from  you  in  hopes  that  you  have  heard 
from  England.  I  have  nothing  to  entertain  you  with 
from  this  part  of  the  Country  unless  it  were  disagreeably 
with  an  Account  of  the  Difficulties  every  body  all  most 
is  under  from  the  tedious  long  Winter  that  we  hope  is 
now  past  tho'  not  the  least  spring  appears  yet  of  any 
thing.  We  are  all  in  good  health  &  shall  be  glad  to  hear 
the  same  of  your  family  at  this  time  especially  when  we 
are  inform'd  that  it  is  very  sickly  at  New  York  &  that 
several  dye    I  am 

Yours 

Cadwallader  Colden 

[Indorsed] 
To 
James  Alexander  Esq 
at  New  York 


From  James  Alexander 

[Copy] 

New  York  April  14th  1732 
Dear  Sir 

I  had  yours  with  Scrimbeys  bonds  which  Shall  take 
Care  of  and  to  receive  the  money  with  my  own  when  he 
brings  it 

I  had  yours  last  also  mentioning  the  Drawing  Lotts 
for  the  Store  houses,  but  you  mention  nothing  of  boards 
as  in  your  former  so  hope  you  have  provided  other  ways 
for  them  for  I  have  no  acquaintance  with  any  of  the 
Albany  boat  men,  nor  can  I  find  any  Memorandum  of 
an  agreement  for  me  to  join  in  building  of  the  Store 
houses  for  Wileman  &  I  excepted  that  part  of  the  agree- 
ment however  if  I  have  by  any  other  way  agreed  to  it  I 
shall  pay  my  proportion  when  I  See  what  it  is,  &  for 
anything  else  that  is  Incumbent  on  me  to  pay 
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Harrison  is  gone  to  the  Equivalent  Lands  we  are 
anxtious  to  know  his  proceedings,  the  West  Chester 
people  Stick  out  from  entring  into  the  agreement  for 
mutual  defense  I  wish  it  may  not  be  prejudicial  to  us 
I  am  in  hast 

tho'  there  be  Letters  here  from  London  of 
Janry  yet  no  Certainty  of  who  is  Govr 

Bryan  Sailed  the  midle  of  Feby  from 
London  in  Company  with  the  Ship  that 
brought  Said  Letters  to  Boston  So  we  may 
expect  him  Daily  &  Sure  by  him  we  Shall 
have  a  full  Account 

[Indorsed] 

Letter  to  Dr  Colden 


Cadwallader  Colden  to  James  Alexander 

Dear  Sr 

I  have  yours  of  the  14th  instant  by  which  I  find  you 
have  forgot  what  passed  with  Relation  to  the  storehouse. 
I  remember  your  excepting  to  the  building  of  the  store- 
house &  wharf  of  which  I  inform'd  our  partners  who 
thought  it  not  reasonable  that  your  part  of  the  Land 
should  be  improv'd  at  their  expence  for  without  the  wharf 
&  store  house  the  land  never  would  be  of  any  Value. 
This  you  thought  a  sufficient  objection  on  their  side  & 
did  agree  to  go  on  with  us  whether  by  letter  or  by  word 
of  Mouth  to  me  I  do  not  at  present  remember  but  how- 
ever it  was  I  have  ever  since  acted  upon  the  Faith  of  it 
&  assured  my  partners  of  your  joining  with  us  &  we  have 
gon  on  without  any  doubting  on  that  Head.  I  have  ad- 
vanced considerably  above  what  I  expect  my  share  will 
come  to  every  Article  of  which  was  ready  Money  &  I 
thought  that  it  was  on  your  account  &  I  believe  still  you 
will  be  satisfied  &  pleas'd  with  it  for  considering  your 
200  Acres  adjoining  to  us  none  of  us  will  have  so  much 
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advantage  by  the  improvements  we  make  as  you  will 
That  200  Acres  being  uncapable  of  making  a  Farm  suffi- 
cient to  subsist  a  Family  by  it  self  We  have  not  made 
up  our  accounts  &  it  will  not  be  of  any  use  to  do  it  till 
after  the  store  house  shall  be  finished.  When  the  wharf 
was  finished  we  brought  in  our  Accounts  &  computed 
what  the  house  might  cost  us  which  if  I  remember  right 
we  calculated  to  about  £12  a  piece  for  wharf  &  store  house 
whether  this  Computation  will  come  short  or  run  over 
I  cannot  tell  but  I  believe  it  will  not  be  far  from  the 
truth.  I  have  no  particular  acquaintance  with  any  of 
the  Albany  boatmen  &  at  this  distance  from  the  River  I 
have  no  opportunity  of  meeting  with  any  of  them  &  there- 
fore must  still vdesire  you  to  speak  to  one  of  them  to  put 
a  shoar  120  Inch  &  half  pitch  pine  boards  Any  one  of  them 
will  readily  do  it  at  your  desire  and  as  we  have  trusted 
to  your  doing  it  the  finishing  of  the  storehouse  is  now 
at  a  stand  for  want  of  them 

I  have  mistrusted  that  one  man  who  makes  it  his 
study  to  work  against  us  will  be  more  diligent  than  all  of 
us  put  together  when  we  are  apt  to  trust  to  one  another 
to  do  what  each  of  us  ought  to  do  but  if  we  have  any 
incouragem*  from  England  that  will  be  the  time  to  push 
the  agreem*  forward  which  you  mention  &  not  to  suffer 
us  to  cool  again  by  delay.  I  hope  to  hear  a  great  deal 
from  you  by  next  opportunity  I  am 

Yours 

Cadwallader  Golden 
April  18th  1732 

Mr  Wileman  joins  heartily  in  the  wharf  &  storehouse 

[Indorsed] 

To 
James  Alexander  Esq 

at  New  York 

[In  handwriting  of  Alexander] 

about  Storehouses 

upon  this  I  Engaged  Phillip  Livingston 

to  buy  the  boards  &  get  them  d[elivere]d 

at  Newburgh  &  acquainted 

Dr  Colden  by  Letter  Ap:  30*h  1732 
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Cadwallader  Colden  to  James  Alexander 

Dr  Sr 

I  am  exceedingly  obliged  to  you  for  the  trouble  you 
have  taken  in  writing  so  very  largely  to  me  at  a  time 
when  a  know  your  Business  allow'd  you  very  little  leizure. 
I  cannot  guess  what  has  given  occasion  to  Mr  Bever  to 
write  to  you  as  he  has  done  unless  it  be  on  some  litle 
resentment  to  me  or  to  curry  favour  with  you  for  I  have 
had  no  intercourse  with  the  Trustees  of  Kingstone  of 
any  kind  either  by  word  or  writing  or  Message  of  any 
sort  since  August  or  Septr  last.  At  that  time  its  true  I 
proposed  to  assist  them  in  obtaining  a  patent  for  the 
Vacant  lands  on  the  north  of  Kingstone  which  lye  be- 
tween my  lands  &  theres  but  I  do  not  remember  of  any 
Discourse  of  any  lands  to  the  Southward.  About  6  or  7 
years  since  some  people  made  a  private  Survey  of  the 
lands  to  the  Southward  of  Kingstone  &  from  that  Survey 
concluded  that  Kingstone  claim'd  &  had  sold  a  great  deal 
of  Land  which  was  not  really  within  their  Patent.  The 
reason  they  gave  for  this  was  that  Kingstone  is  to  run 
from  the  Klyne  Esopus  to  the  Bounds  of  Hurley  which 
they  say  must  be  to  the  Bounds  of  Hurley  at  that  time 
Kingstone  patent  was  granted.  But  the  People  of 
Kingstone  claim  to  the  Bounds  of  Hurley  according  to 
Hurley  Town  Patent  tho'  it  be  Posterior  to  Kingstone 
Patent.  Some  time  after  I  had  heard  of  this  I  had  some 
discourse  with  the  trustees  on  their  south  bounds  &  to 
clear  up  that  doubt  they  shew'd  me  a  Survey  or  copy  of 
a  Survey  previous  to  the  Kingstone  Patent  by  which  the 
Bounds  of  Hurley  was  as  far  extended  Southerly  as  it  is 
by  their  present  claim  &  I  have  had  no  farther  discourse 
with  the  trustees  on  that  head  since  so  far  as  I  remember 
But  you  may  be  assur'd  that  if  there  shall  be  any  appli- 
cation for  Land  between  Kingstone  &  Evans's  Patent  I 
will  inform  you  of  it  as  soon  as  it  shall  come  to  my 
knowlege.  As  to  your  Scheme  of  your  land  I  cannot  say 
any  thing  because  I  am  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with 
Facts     I  have  allways  understood  that  the  Palk  join'd 
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upon  Rochester  &  Mabletown  to  the  Westward  &  that 
there  was  only  a  very  narrow  slip  of  poor  land  between 
them  &  Kingstone  but  it  is  not  improbable  that  they  may 
have  on  all  hands  extended  their  claims  beyond  their 
true  bounds. 

Sometime  this  last  Summer  Bever  applied  to  Mr  De 
Lancey  to  be  suffered  to  settle  upon  the  land  Mr  De  Lan- 
cey  bought  of  the  Attorney  General  Mr  De  Lancey  askt 
my  advice  &  I  told  him  that  from  any  Acct  I  had  of 
Bever's  Industry  I  could  not  advise  him  perhaps  this  has 
come  to  Bevers  knowlege  &  he  resents 

I  inclose  to  you  the  Account  I  send  to  Dr  Douglass  of 
New  York  &  New  Jersey  paper  money  &  I  must  beg  you 
to  peruse  it.  It  is  hardly  possible  but  that  I  am  deficient 
in  several  things  considering  that  I  wrote  from  a  place 
where  I  can  have  no  assistance  &  on  things  I  had  nothing 
more  than  the  titles  of  Acts  to  guide  me  &  for  the  same 
reason  I  may  have  mistaken  somethings  Pray  add  by 
way  of  Postscript  what  is  wanting  &  correct  the  errors. 
When  this  is  done  if  Mr  Kennedy  can  perswade  the  Post 
Master  to  put  it  under  cover  &  frank  it.  I  think  the 
doing  it  but  a  piece  of  Justice  to  save  the  Dr  as  much 
expence  as  possible  where  he  is  labouring  for  the  publick 
good  with  out  fee  or  reward.  If  the  post  Master  decline 
this  pray  put  it  with  my  letter  to  him  under  cover  & 
direct  it  as  my  letter  is 

I  likewise  send  you  what  Dr  Douglass  writes  to  me 
on  the  throat  distemper  but  alter'd  as  to  the  stile.  Per- 
haps I  may  have  used  uncommon  words  without  observ- 
ing it  because  on  such  Subject  terms  of  Art  are  most 
familiar  to  me  where  this  can  be  helpt  pray  do  it  in  some 
cases  I  could  not  avoid  it  because  I  had  not  a  more  com- 
mon word  which  occurr'd  to  my  Memory  &  that  expresst 
the  same  sense.  If  you  think  it  will  be  of  use  in  the  dress 
I  have  put  it  You  have  my  leave  to  print  it  but  upon 
this  condition  that  youl  take  the  trouble  to  correct  the 
press  for  Dr  Douglass's  sake.  As  to  my  part  I  am  not 
willing  my  name  should  be  known  in  it  because  it  can  be 
of  no  use  but  to  give  an  Opportunity  for  some  ill  natur'd 
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sneer.  If  you  think  it  will  be  of  benefite  to  the  printer 
I  shall  be  pleas' d  that  Zenger  have  it.  If  it  be  printed 
before  you  can  send  Dr  Douglass's  letters  please  to  inclose 
a  Copy  otherwise  please  to  do  it  afterwards.  If  the  Post 
master  w[ill]  frank  the  letter  to  Dr  Douglass  it  may  be 
well  to  send  the  Jersey  Act  to  him  with  a  note  that  both 
the  New  York  &  New  Jersey  Loan  offices  are  upon  the 
same  Scheme.  I  have  abreviated  what  I  write  on  pur- 
pose to  save  the  charge  of  postage  in  case  it  cannot  be 
franked.    I  am  very  affectionately 

Sr 
Yours 

Cadwallader  Colden 
Jan^  21st  1739/40 

[Indorsed] 

To 
James  Alexander  Esq. 


Cadwallader  Colden  to  Governor  George  Clark 

[Copy  undated  and  unaddressed] 

[1742?] 

I  have  the  honour  of  yours  of  the  No  doubt  you 
are  informed  that  Barington  alias  Roche  alias  Hamilton 
or  Singleton  Livingstone  for  he  has  gone  by  all  these 
names  as  I  am  informed  has  made  his  escape  out  of  Jail 
Col  Gaasbeck  was  at  my  house  last  week  &  told  me  that 
he  was  certainly  Tom  Bell  I  assured  him  that  could  not 
be  because  he  taught  school  here  while  Tom  Bell  was  in 
Barbados  for  Tom  Bell  came  from  Barbados  to  Rhode 
Island  while  I  was  at  Providence.  I  suspect  that  some 
body  while  he  was  in  Jail  put  it  into  his  head  to  call  him- 
self Tom  Bell  &  that  the  Sheriff  &  others  became  more 
careless  of  him  after  they  had  intertain'd  the  Notion  of 
his  being  Tom  Bell  the  suspicion  of  his  being  a  Spy  being 
thereby  lessen'd  It  is  not  improbable  if  the  account  he 
gave  of  himself  to  me  be  true  that  he  may  have  been 
transported  for  listing  men  in  Ireland  for  foreign  Service. 
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As  my  own  Business  does  not  require  my  being  in  Toun 
this  Fall  I  have  no  thoughts  of  going  unless  you  desire 
it  but  tho'  I  would  cheerfully  serve  you  in  any  thing  in 
my  power  I  do  not  at  present  see  wherein  I  can  be  of  any 
use  in  any  thing  that  may  not  be  as  well  don  without  me 


From  John  Bartram 

September  ye  17th  1743 
Esteemed  Friend 

I  am  now  returned  from  my  tedious  Journey  we  went 
up  Susquehana  to  Shomokin  about  160  mile  from  my 
house  being  an  indian  town  of  about  a  dozen  cabins  there 
ye  river  forks  one  branch  runs  west  by  north  ye  other 
north  N.east;  wee  traveled  about  60  miles  up  ye  west 
branch  which  cometh  from  near  Aligany  then  crosed 
North  east  about  100  miles  to  ye  N.N.E.  branch  up  which 
we  traveled  crosed  a  large  branch  whose  source  was  near 
ye  Cayugas  Country  &  hence  to  another  branch  up  which 
we  traveled  towards  ye  Onondagues  where  we  stayed  near 
two  weeks  onely  four  days  going  from  thence  to  Oswago 
fort  &  back  again  most  of  ye  way  by  water  down  &  up  ye 
Onondagues  river  ye  Captain  was  exceeding  kind  to  us :  so 
was  ye  traiders ;  I  could  not  have  expected  such  Civil  treat- 
ment nor  do  I  desire  ever  to  meet  with  better  wherever 
I  may  be  engaged  to  travail;  in  gratitude  to  ye  hospi- 
tality of  Oswago  I  speak  it  ye  indians  received  us  very 
kindly  &  entertained  us  with  ye  best  they  could  aford  & 
why  should  we  expect  more;  I  thought  to  have  travailed 
home  by  ye  way  of  Albany,  but  ye  indians  tould  us  we 
could  not  posible  take  our  horses  to  ye  Mohocks  river  for 
deep  miery  swamps  so  we  returned  near  ye  same  way 
back  again  that  we  came;  I  observed  in  ye  forks  of  Sus- 
quehana a  large  species  of  Magnolia  three  foot  diameter 
very  strait  &  above  100  foot  high  growing  on  ye  moun- 
tains &  abundance  of  Gin  Seng  &  curious  fosils  all  over  ye 
Country:  at  ye  head  of  ye  Onondague  lake  is  a  sandy 


340  APPENDIX 

plain  of  sand  wherein  if  one  digs  a  hole  18  inches  deep  it 
springs  full  of  salt  water  a  gallan  of  which  yealds  about 
a  pound  of  salt  by  boiling 
ye  31  of  October 

this  day  I  had  ye  agreeable  enjoyment  of  thy  sons  Com- 
pany &  ye  Pleasure  of  receiving  a  letter  from  thee  by 
his  hands  I  took  his  visit  &  thy  letter  very  kindly;  & 
tho  exceedingly  pinched  for  time  to  answer  ye  desires  of 
my  Uropian  Corespondents  in  sending  them  such  curiosi- 
ties as  they  wrote  for  yet  Notwithstanding  this  hurry: 
ye  great  value  I  have  for  thy  friendship  engages  me  to 
steal  so  much  time  to  write  to  thee  having  such  a  good 
opertunity  to  send  it  by  thy  son  I  am  pleased  with  thy 
remarks  on  ye  Law  &  Religion  in  Connecticut:  its  very 
true  ye  expence  of  ye  Law  makes  many  people  bear  many 
afronts  &  strive  to  live  more  peasable  than  they  are  nat- 
urally inclined  to  rather  then  venture  a  certain  expence 
for  an  uncertain  satisfaction — and  often  where  there  is 
ye  greatest  talk  &  pretence  religion  &  ye  mind  is  taken  up 
with  a  zeal  in  ye  Performance  of  ye  Ceremonial  part  & 
ye  substantial  part  which  is  Love  Resignation  &  humility 
to  ye  Eternal  Power  is  often  Neglected 

I  am  glad  to  hear  of  ye  improvement  of  ye  Silk  manu- 
factory &  ye  Governours  good  inclination  to  promote  it 
by  an  industrious  example  which  is  more  powerful  than 
any  Precept  to  engage  ye  attention  of  ye  commonality 

it  was  by  ye  example  &  encouragement  of  industry 
that  ye  Mighty  Monarchs  of  China  first  began  &  after 
caried  on  that  ferment  of  Emulation  in  husbandry  & 
manufactory  whereby  thay  became  so  populous  &  rich 
&  thair  Princes  So  Powerfull 

Severall  in  our  Province  made  an  attempt  to  raise 
Silk  about  16  or  18  year  ago  but  ye  trouble  in  raising  ye 
worms  &  winding  ye  silk  Soon  discouraged  them  &  ye 
persons  that  was  ye  most  eager  to  promote  it  hath  since 
found  a  greater  profit  in  raising  Hemp  &  Tobaco  so  that 
now  we  have  no  inclination  try  any  farther  experiments 
of  ye  Silk  worms  notwithstanding  our  plantations  is  full 
of  Mulberry  trees 
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But  if  our  Neibouring  colonys  should  Succeed  its  very 
Likely  Some  would  make  another  tryall 

We  have  in  our  Province  lately  had  a  flury  of  raising 
vineyards  of  ye  Europian  vines  &  some  expected  to  be 
mad  rich  imediately  by  ye  juice  of  ye  grape:  ye  vines 
flourished  &  ye  fruits  grew  finely  till  allmost  its  due  mag- 
nitude :  but  alas  the  graps  dropt  of  unrip  which  deprived 
ye  Proprietors  of  thair  beloved  liquor  Indeed  one  gentle- 
man at  great  expence  raised  so  many  grapes  to  perfection 
as  made  a  few  gallands  of  thin  wine  which  he  valued 
highly  &  for  a  good  reason  too  for  I  suppose  it  Cost  him 
no  less  then  ten  pounds  a  galland — yet  for  all  these  dis- 
couragements I  tasted  such  fine  grapes  up  ye  west  branch 
of  Susquehana  toward  Alegany  as  makes  me  uneasy  when 
I  consider  ye  difficulty  of  obtaining  that  delicate  fruite 
with  us;  which  grew  in  such  plenty  there;  some  lying 
in  large  Clusters  upon  ye  beds  of  sand  while  others  was 
pendulous  scituated  on  ye  adjacent  Plum  trees  Loaded 
with  scarlet  fruit  near  ye  rivers  bank;  which  was  above 
20  foot  perpendicular  high  above  ye  surface  of  ye 
water; — other  vines  grew  upon  ye  sloaping  bank  where 
ye  flowing  river  in  vernal  floods  washed  their  superficiall 
roots  but  when  I  was  there  I  saw  them  loaded  with  large 
delicious  fruite  as  sweet  &  large  as  ye  Burgundy  Grape 
which  indicates  thair  propensity  to  grow  either  in 
moist  dry  or  Sandy  ground — dear  friend  as  to  thy  last 
query  I  have  not  time  materials  nor  room  at  present  to 
answer  it  according  to  thy  desire  its  a  reasonable  con- 
jecture that  if  minerals  hath  a  growth  that  thay  have  a 
time  of  maturity  &  consequently  May  have  a  time  of 
decay  but  Mineralogy  is  out  of  my  province  I  am  not 
capable  to  judge  how  long  thay  grow  before  thay  arive 
to  a  mature  state  how  long  thay  abide  in  this  state  &  how 
long  thay  are  decaying  before  thay  are  reduced  to  fluid- 
ity: but  whether  that  black  Juice  be  not  a  vegitable  Juice 
disguised  with  a  terestial  matter  descended  between  ye 
veins  or  Crevises  of  ye  rocks  &  there  detained  as  in  a 
receptacle  which  you  pierced  &  let  out,  I  have  often 
found  a  black  matter  in  clefts  of  rocks  which  was  ye  sedi- 
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ment  of  corrupted  moss  &  several  other  things:  oak 
leaves  &  most  barks  meeting  with  a  vitriolick  Juice  may 
decend  very  deep  &  appear  in  a  black  liquor 
My  good  friend  pray  excuse  my  blunders  in  misplac- 
ing my  pages  as  well  as  words  &  asure  thy  self  of  ye 
Sincear  friendship  of  thy  friend 

John  Bartram 

[Indorsed] 

For  Dr  Cadwallader  Colden 


Cadwallader  Colden  to  James  Alexander 

June  2i  1744 
Dear  Sr 

I  now  send  you  the  Map  which  you  desir'd  when  I 
was  last  in  toun  I  shall  be  very  glad  if  in  this  or  in  any 
thing  else  I  can  be  of  use  to  you.  Mr  Collinson  referrs 
me  for  an  answer  to  what  I  wrote  to  Mr  Sisson  to  a  Box 
of  Instruments  sent  by  him  to  you.  I  have  made  some 
experiments  how  far  the  bending  of  the  Needle  may  alter 
its  Variation.  I  have  bent  it  in  such  manner  as  to  alter 
the  Variation  above  ten  degrees  &  I  have  bent  otherwise 
so  as  not  to  alter  the  Variation  in  the  least.  Mr  Clinton 
tried  the  Variation  of  his  Compass  with  my  Meridean 
line  &  finds  it  exactly  seven  degrees  the  same  with  two 
of  the  best  Compasses  that  my  two  son's  have  &  I  believe 
there  are  few  better  in  the  Country.  Mr  Clinton's  Com- 
pass is  that  with  which  he  run  the  line  in  Dispute  be- 
tween Livingstone  &  Hoffman.  I  suspect  there  must 
be  some  error  in  the  Compass  by  which  Mr  Livingston 
observ'd  the  Variation  at  the  Camp  I  have  repeated  the 
trial  of  my  Meridean  line  so  often  that  I  cannot  doubt 
the  truth  of  it.  I  have  observ'd  the  Variation  likewise 
by  several  Needles  put  into  the  same  Compass  without 
observing  any  Sensible  difference  so  that  I  cannot  longer 
doubt  of  the  Variation  here  being  very  nearly  seven  de- 
grees &  that  it  has  not  alter'd  sensibly  in  five  years. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  pains  you  took  in 
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examining  my  Theory  of  gravitation  I  hope  at  my  son's 
return  who  carries  this  you  will  be  able  to  give  your 
Judgement  of  it  in  such  manner  as  will  determine  my 
own  opinion  of  it. 

My  son  John  is  copying  a  Paper  to  assist  the  Imagina- 
tion in  forming  proper  Conceptions  of  the  Principles  on 
which  the  Doctrine  of  Fluxions  is  founded.  This  for- 
merly gave  me  a  good  deal  of  trouble  to  conceive  &  I 
find  by  Bishop  Berkley  others  are  puzled  with  it  Please 
to  let  me  have  your  opinion  of  this  performance  after 
you  shall  have  leizure  to  peruse  it. 

I  send  a  Map  of  the  Survey  of  Mr  Burnets  lands  with 
an  account  of  the  Charge  of  that  Survey  together  with 
a  letter  for  Mr  Broun  which  please  to  forward  to  him  by 
any  proper  opportunity    I  am 
Sr 
Your  most  obliged  humble  Serv* 

Cadwallader  Colden 
My  Aunt  expired  friday  last  the 
25th  of  last  month  after  7  days 
sickness 

[Indorsed] 

To 
James  Alexander  Esq 

New  York 


Cadwallader  Colden  to 


[Copy  unaddressed  and  undated] 

sr 

I  have  the  honour  of  two  letters  from  you  one  of 
Feb^  &  the  other  of  the  second  of  April  What  you  com- 
plaint of  with  respect  to  the  Secretaries  Office  you  know 
was  don  before  I  had  any  kind  of  Intimacy  with  the  Gov1* 
&  you  know  by  what  advice  he  did  it  &  as  to  my  part  I 
know  not  how  it  can  be  now  helped.  As  I  know  some 
men  now  better  than  I  did  &  you  know  them  well  I  be- 
lieve neither  of  us  will  be  surprised  at  any  instances  of 
ingratitude  in  them  nor  at  any  thing  they  shall  do  while 
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they  imagine  it  serves  their  purposes  in  gratifying  either 
their  humours  or  their  passions  The  differences  are 
rather  increased  than  lessen'd  &  I  doubt  will  not  be 
ended  without  some  great  change  in  affairs.  It  was  not 
possible  for  the  Govr  to  enter  upon  any  enterprise  while 
the  Assembly  refuse  to  bear  any  part  of  the  Expence 
which  must  attend  it  There  have  been  proposals  from 
Boston  for  attacking  Croun  Point  but  I  never  saw  any 
which  seem'd  to  me  practicable  or  adviseable  since  in  my 
opinion  they  could  not  be  attempted  without  a  greater 
risque  on  our  than  on  the  side  of  the  Ennemy 

From  what  I  can  learn  of  the  Indians  they  are  heartily 
for  War  &  might  be  made  of  great  use  at  this  time  if 
any  enterprise  could  be  undertaken  to  keep  up  their 
Spirits  for  which  purpose  a  fair  prospect  at  this  time 
offers  to  the  Westward  but  I  doubt  much  whether  the 
Assembly  will  contribute  to  the  expence  &  if  they  will 
not  it  cannot  be  attempted.  And  if  nothing  be  don  we 
run  a  great  risque  of  loosing  all  our  Indians.  As  to  our 
public  disputes  you  will  learn  them  from  the  printed 
papers  which  Mr  Banyar  tells  me  he  constantly  sends  you 


From  Cadwallader  Colden  to  Thomas  Osborne 

[Copy  unaddressed  and  undated] 

[1748?] 
Sr 

I  have  yours  of  the  6th  of  June  &  forwarded  the  in- 
clos'd  to  Mr  Franklin  I  suppose  you  tell  me  of  the  repu- 
tation wherewith  the  Indian  Hystory  was  receiv'd  least  I 
should  be  too  much  discouraged  Since  you  mention  that 
you  have  still  One  half  of  them  on  your  hands  But  as 
by  the  sale  of  500  you  are  paid  more  than  your  Charges 
And  what  remains  brings  you  clear  profit  I  hope  you'l 
think  there  is  something  due  to  me  &  which  I  propose 
to  take  in  your  own  way  in  books  These  I  now  desire 
to  have  are  James's  Medicinal  Dictionary    The  Universal 
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History  Mc  Lauren's  Newtonean  Philosophy  (which  I 
hear  was  lately  in  the  press)  Quinctiliani  Institutiones 
Oratoriae  by  Rollin  &  the  Instructor  Clericalis 

I  was  in  the  Country  when  I  wrote  my  last  &  had  not 
then  heard  of  your  having  sent  any  books  to  Mr  Parker 
I  am  glad  he  has  answer' d  the  expectations  I  gave  you 
of  him  I  am  fully  satisfied  that  this  place  is  not  sufficient 
for  two  booksellers  that  would  indeavour  to  supply  with 
all  sorts  of  books  tho'  there  are  three  shops  that  sell  books 
in  small  Quantities  My  son  having  obtained  an  office 
that  requires  his  being  in  this  toun  tho'  it  obliges  him  to 
no  strict  attendance  so  that  he  may  have  a  good  deal  of 
time  on  his  hands  put  me  on  thinking  of  something  else 
which  might  employ  his  time  with  advantage  to  himself 
and  your  former  letter  put  that  of  Bookselling  into  my 
head.  And  the  acquaintance  I  have  with  bookish  men 
in  several  parts  of  North  America  I  thought  would  be 
an  advantage  to  him  in  that  way  I  would  advance  the 
sum  of  money  for  him  which  you  mention  in  that  or  any 
other  business  wherein  he  may  have  a  good  prospect  of 
success  But  then  I  must  understand  the  Business  so  far 
as  to  be  able  to  Judge  of  the  probability  of  Success  in  it 
before  my  son  enter  into  it  I  still  think  that  one  good 
shop  of  books  would  discourage  others  in  that  way  pro- 
vided that  they  were  enabled  to  sell  at  the  lowest  rates 

I  know  there  is  as  great  a  difference  between  the  whole 
sale  price  of  books  &  the  retail  as  in  any  other  Com- 
modity &  therefor  I  thought  that  if  books  were  sold  here 
at  the  retail  price  with  the  difference  of  Excha[nge]  & 
charge  of  transportation  you  could  afford  to  allow  Com- 
missns  for  the  sale  But  that  my  son  should  have  such 
books  as  he  buys  from  you  for  sale  at  the  cheapest  rate  in 
the  whole  sale  way  &  for  that  reason  I  expected  to  have 
been  inform'd  in  your  proposals  of  the  Difference  between 
the  whole  sail  prices  &  the  retail  &  to  be  so  far  inform'd  of 
the  nature  of  that  trade  as  to  Judge  how  far  it  might  be 
likely  to  succeed  in  this  Country.  And  that  by  his  being 
imploy'd  for  some  time  by  you  he  would  be  better  enabled 
to  Judge  of  the  probability  of  Success  than  he  could 
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otherwise  be  Mr  Franklen  says  that  the  books  you  sent 
to  Philadelphia  are  so  high  charged  that  they  would  bring 
a  disreputation  on  his  shop 

I  am  so  much  at  present  engaged  in  publick  business 
that  I  have  no  time  to  apply  my  thoughts  to  those  in 
which  I  place  my  chief  delight  By  this  means  the  Work 
I  was  upon  has  been  for  some  time  at  a  stand  &  I  know 
not  when  I  shall  be  able  to  pursue  it 


Cadwallader  Colden  to  Gov.  George  Clinton 

[Copy  unaddressed  and  undated] 

[December  1748?] 

I  have  the  honour  of  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the 
15th  instant  &  have  made  inquiry  into  the  matter  objected 
to  Co11  Hearing  He  lives  at  so  great  a  distance  from  me 
I  could  not  send  to  him  The  information  I  have  receiv'd 
is  that  the  Dutch  minister  at  Tapan  where  Coll  Hearing 
lives  is  become  a  meer  sot  by  drinking  &  has  given  his 
people  great  offence  by  the  irregularities  of  his  life  That 
the  vestry  of  their  church  complain'd  of  him  to  the  other 
Dutch  ministers  who  met  at  Tapan  &  after  inquiry  into 
the  matters  objected  against  him  silenced  him  I  think 
it  proper  to  inform  your  Excellency  so  far  tho'  I  believe 
that  any  disputes  among  the  Dutch  people  &  their  min- 
isters will  not  be  a  rule  for  your  Excellency  conduct  in 
civil  affairs  but  rather  what  I  am  next  to  inform  your 
Excelly  of  Coll  Haring  viz  That  no  man  in  the  County 
has  a  more  universal  good  reputation  than  he  has  &  is 
more  generally  liked  He  has  distinguished  himself  by 
his  regard  to  your  Excellency's  character  more  particu- 
larly at  the  last  Election  No  pains  were  omitted  to  bring 
him  over  to  join  the  faction  in  opposition  to  your  Ex- 
cellency They  offer'd  to  leave  it  to  him  to  choose  either 
of  their  Candidates  if  he  would  stand  with  the  other  but 
he  absolutely  refused  it  &  all  the  offers  &  promises  that 
could  be  made  to  him  He  certainly  would  have  carried 
his  election  with  the  other  person  that  join'd  him  had 
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not  the  News  of  the  Commission  come  some  days  before 
the  day  of  the  Election  on  which  about  30  changed  sides 

MT  Ludlow  has  a  private  interest  in  the  affair  of  the 
Dutch  minister  by  Mr  Ludlow's  Sister  being  married  to 
the  minister  but  this  I  believe  is  not  the  principal  motive 
Mr  Ludlow  to  my  knowlege  has  been  for  several  years  a 
tool  to  the  party  in  the  opposition  &  nothing  could  serve 
their  purposes  more  than  for  your  Excellency  to  remove  a 
man  who  has  on  so  remarkable  an  occasion  distinguished 
himself  &  still  continues  to  distinguish  himself  by  his 
regard  to  your  Excellency  &  at  the  same  time  has  the 
best  personal  interest  of  any  man  in  the  County  I  am 
surprised  what  should  give  Mr  Ludlow  such  expectation 
of  Friendsp  from  Mr  Catherwood  &  I  hope  this  will  put 
your  Excellency  upon  your  guard  against  sly  pretenders 
to  friendship  for  such  are  often  more  dangerous  tools  than 
open  ennemies  I  must  beg  your  Excellency  to  allow  me 
to  give  my  opinion  that  it  is  now  more  necessary  that  the 
Commissions  desir'd  should  issue  soon  than  it  was  before 
because  as  I  have  been  obliged  to  shew  the  Copy  of  MT 
Ludlow's  letter  to  some  of  my  friends  in  Orange  County 
any  delay  may  make  a  bad  impression  on  those  who  are 
heartily  in  your  Excellency's  interest  &  that  impression 
may  be  carried  over  other  parts  of  the  Government 

I  thank  your  ExcelF  &  your  Lady  heartily  for  the 
notice  taken  off  &  civilities  shewn  to  my  Children  &  wch 
they  have  inform'd  us  All  my  family  joins  with  me  in 
wishing  your  Excellency  &  all  your  family  a  happy  New 
Year  &  a  long  continuance  of  happy  years 


Cadwallader  C olden  to  Mrs.  William  Cosby  (?) 

[Copy  unaddressed  and  undated] 

Madam  [September,  1749?] 

I  was  resolv'd  at  the  same  time  that  I  lookt  out  for 
ye  Land  which  the  Govr  has  been  so  kind  to  grant  to  my 
Daughters  to  have  convinced  you  that  I  am  not  forgetfull 
of  the  commands  you  was  pleased  to  honour  me  with  by 
looking  out  at  the  same  time  for  some  for  you    But  before 
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my  other  affairs  would  permit  me  to  go  on  this  two  per- 
sons Jacobus  Bruyn  &  John  Markham  hearing  of  the 
favour  the  GovT  had  granted  me  desir'd  to  have  my  In- 
terest in  obtaining  a  Grant  of  part  of  what  remain'd  As 
a  grant  of  Land  is  never  refused  to  any  that  are  willing 
to  pay  the  usual  fees  &  both  these  persons  are  my  friends 
I  could  not  otherwise  answer  them  than  by  telling  them 
of  my  engagement  for  you  But  at  the  same  time  I  told 
them  you  could  have  no  other  design  in  taking  up  lands 
but  to  turn  them  into  money  as  soon  as  possible  &  that 
they  might  apply  to  you  by  Dr  Ascough  to  have  the 
grant  to  themselves  by  offering  a  suitable  consideration 
to  be  paid  to  you  &  did  this  as  perhaps  it  may  be  thereby 
as  advantagius  to  you  as  taking  out  the  Patent  for  your 
self  &  will  save  a  great  deal  of  trouble  I  was  incouraged 
in  this  thought  because  the  lands  are  in  dispute  &  that 
the  Chief  Justice  is  known  to  be  a  party  in  the  Dispute 
by  which  many  will  be  deterr'd  from  purchasing  It  may 
be  a  long  time  before  they  can  be  sold  &  may  be  attended 
with  difficulties  &  with  a  lawsuit.  I  believe  they  may 
give  £400  for  4000  Acres  if  so  much  can  be  got  &  if  it  be 
signified  to  the  officers  that  the  grant  is  in  trust  for  you 
or  for  your  use  none  of  them  will  take  any  fee  so  that 
sum  will  come  clear  to  you  &  will  produce  more  than  any 
of  Mr  Cosby's  lands  have  don  However  I  only  submit 
this  as  my  opinion  &  I  shall  be  ready  to  obey  any  com- 
mands you  honour  me  with.  I  have  been  in  hopes  of  the 
honour  of  a  visit  from  his  ExcelF  but  as  it  must  be  at- 
tended with  uneasinesses  and  little  pleasure  I  cannot  pre- 
sume to  press  it 

[On  the  reverse  of  the  above  letter :  ] 

Cadwallader  Colden  to  Governor  George  Clinton 

[Copy  unaddressed  and  undated] 

gr  [September,  1749?] 

Mr  Barns  the  present  Sheriff  of  Dutchess  came  to  my 
house  to  desire  my  [me?]  to  write  to  your  ExcelF  in  his 
favour  to  be  continued  in  his  office.    Tho'  I  have  very  litle 
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knowledge  of  him  &  did  not  advise  (he  tells  me  that  there 
was  a  Petition  preparing  in  the  County  to  be  sign'd  by 
a  great  many  hands  to  have  him  remov'd  &  the  old  sheriff 
restored)  in  his  being  apointed  to  the  office  yet  as  matters 
now  stand  I  think  it  may  be  of  consequence  to  the  future 
administration  of  Government  not  to  incourage  such  kind 
of  Petitions  when  they  cannot  accuse  the  officer  of  any 
misdemeanor  in  his  office  as  Mr  Barns  says  they  cannot 
accuse  him.  For  if  these  kind  of  Petitions  be  incouraged 
the  officer  will  not  depend  on  the  Govr  but  on  the  hu- 
mours of  the  populace  or  on  popular  men  among  them 
which  in  the  sheriffs  office  may  be  of  bad  consequence  in 
the  execution  of  Justice  as  well  as  in  the  support  of  the 
administration  of  Govern1  It  is  likewise  necessary  that 
officers  should  think  that  they  hold  their  offices  not  on 
precarious  terms  but  on  the  Opinion  the  Govr  has  of  their 
being  faithfull  otherwise  they  cannot  be  depended  on  in 
any  cases  where  they  may  have  temptations  to  act  ag* 
their  Duty 

These  considerations  only  have  prevail'd  with  me  to 
write  my  Opinion  to  your  Excelly  on  this  head  because 
as  I  before  said  I  have  little  or  no  knowledge  of  the  man 

I  hear  the  Nebuchadnezar  is  ariv'd  I  hope  your 
Excelly  has  received  news  that  pleases  you  May  I  con- 
gratulate your  Excelly  on  a  visit  I  hear  you  have  receiv'd 
from  the  Gen1 

Mr  Alexander  writes  to  me  that  by  a  letter  from  Paris 
of  ye  21st  of  July  there  was  a  grand  meeting  of  the  officers 
of  State  with  the  board  of  Trade  on  the  Jersey  affairs  but 
that  they  had  come  to  no  resolution  but  to  agree  to  meet 
again  Probably  all  the  plantation  affairs  may  come 
under  consideration  together 


From  Governor  George  Clinton 

[1749?] 
A  Paragraph  of  a  letter  from  Mr  Catherwd  28  Aprill 
recd  last  night  from  Boston 

I  have  ye  Honr  of  yr  Excely  letters  by  ye  Albany 
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Jupiter  &  extracted  the  Material  parts  thereout,  concern- 
ing what  yr  Excely  woud  have  done  before  you  came 
away  which  I  laid  before  Ld  Halifax  &  pushd  His  Lordp 
for  some  immediate  Resolutions  thereon,  as  yr  Excely 
was  determined  to  Suspend  Mr  De  Lancey  and  leave  ye 
Administration  to  ye  President  of  ye  Council  afterwards 
I  gave  a  Memorandm  to  His  Lordp  praying  y1  ye  Goverm1 
here  woud  send  over  Orders  to  the  President  of  ye  Coun- 
cil to  continue  in  ye  Administr11  during  yr  Excely  Absence, 
Since  which  there  has  been  an  Interview  between  Ld 
Halifax  &  Ld  Holdfernesse]  upon  ye  Subject,  but  nothing 
yet  determined  having  attended  this  morning  on  ye  Head, 
but  Ld  Hal x  did  not  come  to  ye  Board,  being  ill,  how- 
ever I  shall  attend  him  tomorrow  again  &  every  day,  till 
Something  is  done,  as  I  conclude  yr  Excy  is  comi[ng] 
away  before  my  advice  can  arrive  from  either  board  but 
if  I  can  obtain  any  orders  to  be  sent  ye  President  of  ye 
Council,  I  hope  it  will  prevent  the  bad  Consequences  yT 
ExceF  so  much  dread,  after  your  departure,  and  yr 
ExceF  may  depend  on  my  endeavours  to  carry  this  Point 
wth  the  Ministry,  and  whatever  is  obtained  from  ye  Min- 
istry will  be  sent  by  the  Nebuckadnazer  which  has  staid 
longer  then  I  expected. 


Cadwallader  Colden  to  Governor  George  Clinton 

[Copy  unaddressed  and  undated] 

[1749?] 

I  am  exceedingly  glad  to  find  your  Excellency  con- 
firm'd  in  your  resolution  of  remaining  in  your  Gov1  be- 
cause I  hope  it  will  turn  out  to  your  Satisfaction.  I  shall 
be  ready  to  wait  on  your  Excellency  as  soon  as  you  shall 
set  the  time  for  my  coming  doun  &  in  the  mean  time  I 
shall  employ  my  thoughts  on  the  subject  of  your  Excel- 
lency's letter  And  your  Excellency  I  hope  is  assured 
that  nothing  shall  be  wanting  on  my  part  wherein  I  can 
be  of  any  use  to  your  Excellency  &  that  I  allwise  speak 
my  sentiments  freely  &  honestly  tho'  not  with  that  polite- 
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ness  which  your  ExcelF  may  expect  It  is  for  this  reason 
that  I  would  advise  your  ExcelF  to  be  cautious  at  this 
time  for  when  it  is  found  that  the  cavalier  method  does 
not  succeed  they  may  employ  tools  to  sooth  &  wheedle 
&  by  such  means  to  serve  some  purposes  under  pretence 
of  Friendship  which  they  find  they  cannot  do  otherwise 
I  have  been  told  that  Gaasbeck  has  used  a  very  impudent 
freedom  with  your  ExcelF  Character  &  that  he  is  a  sense- 
less tool  of  a  party  Please  to  offer  my  Duty  &  my  fam- 
ily's to  your  Lady  &  our  humble  service  to  the  Captn  & 
Miss  Clinton    I  am  with  much  affection  Sr 


John  Colden  to  Peter  Collinson 

[Copy  unaddressed  and  undated] 

[1749?] 
Sr 

On  the  23d  of  last  May  I  gave  you  the  trouble  of  a 
Bill  of  Excha[nge]  which  I  then  drew  upon  Mr  Agent 
Guerrin  payable  to  you  amg  to  £21:11:0  &  now  Presume 
to  renew  your  trouble  by  encloseing  another  Bill  of 
£  23 :  1 :  5%  likewise  Payable  to  you  which  Please  Sr  to 
receive  for  me  Perhaps  there  may  be  some  small  vari- 
ance between  MT  Guerin's  &  my  manner  of  Calculateing 
what  is  due  on  my  Salary  as  Storekeeper  If  so  please  not 
to  dispute  it  but  receive  the  Money  according  to  Mr 
Guerrins  ace*  My  father  tells  me  that  since  my  last  to 
you  he  has  desired  you  to  take  the  trouble  of  buying  me 
some  books  out  of  the  Money  you  had  in  your  hands  for 
me  &  I  must  now  beg  leave  to  desire  the  further  favour  of 
you  to  buy  me  a  good  plain  Silver  Watch  which  please  to 
place  to  my  Ace1  &  when  you  send  my  father  the  Goods 
for  which  he  sayse  he  is  to  remit  some  money  to  you  by 
the  Ships  that  are  now  to  sail  for  London  Please  to  put 
the  Watch  up  with  them  Whenever  any  thing  Offers 
wherein  I  can  serve  you  here  your  Commands  will  give 
great  pleasure  to  ST 

Yr  much  Oblidged 
&  Most  Obed*  Hble  Serv* 
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Cadwallader  Colden  to  James  Alexander 

[Copy  unaddressed  and  undated] 

[July,  1752?] 
DTSr 

I  did  not  receive  yours  of  the  10th  till  the  15th  instant 
If  the  matter  in  dispute  at  Bass's  had  been  whether  it  was 
proper  to  be  don  or  not  I  should  not  have  presumed  to 
give  any  opinion  upon  it  because  in  such  case  I  do  not 
think  my  self  so  entirely  disinterested  as  to  be  a  proper 
judge  But  as  I  understand  the  case  It  is  agreed  by  all 
that  it  ought  to  be  don  &  the  dispute  only  is  what  method 
may  be  most  effectual  or  most  proper.  In  this  case  I 
think  I  may  judge  as  freely  &  as  indifferently  as  any  other 
&  it  concerns  to  be  carefull  in  forming  an  opinion 

Taking  the  case  of  J. A.  as  you  put  it.  It  is  agreed  that 
in  case  he  refuse  to  qualify  or  to  attend  on  a  summons 
the  Suspension  would  be  good.  Now  I  take  the  reason 
given  why  he  can  not  be  suspended  before  he  is  qualified 
is  that  he  never  was  in  the  office  &  cannot  be  suspended 
from  what  he  has  not  Does  his  refusing  to  qualify  put 
him  into  the  office?  If  it  do  not  the  objection  remains  as 
strong  as  ever.  His  refusing  to  qualify,  it  is  true  may 
give  another  reason  for  the  Suspension  but  such  a  reason 
I  am  perswaded  no  opportunity  will  be  given  to  make 
use  of.  If  you  think  that  J.A.  is  an  improper  person  to 
have  the  office  men  of  common  sense  (who  are  not  Law- 
yers) will  think  it  very  odd  in  you  to  desire  him  to  qualify 
&  if  you  suffer  him  to  qualify  it  would  seem  very  absurd 
in  you  immediatly  afterwards  to  say  to  him  You  are  not 
a  fit  person  to  enjoy  this  office  However  Mr  Clinton  may 
on  a  sudden  be  induced  by  a  subtile  argument  to  think 
this  to  be  the  most  proper  method  yet  I  am  perswaded 
he  never  will  be  able  to  go  through  such  a  farce  The 
sense  of  honour  should  he  begin  it  will  rise  so  strongly 
in  his  breast  that  he  will  stop  in  the  midle  of  it.  He  will 
not  be  able  to  finish  it  &  then  how  will  some  people  laugh 
at  the  Flies  who  were  entangled  &  catched  in  so  thin  a 
Cobweb,  as  the  objection  is    I  really  think  that  no  man 
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who  had  not  been  accustomed  to  the  nonsensical  formali- 
ties of  a  Declaration  of  Ejectment  &  Fines  &  Recoveries 
could  ever  have  raised  the  objections  that  have  been 
made  but  in  case  this  point  should  be  disputed  hereafter 
the  Lawyers  will  have  nothing  to  do  in  the  Decision. 
The  Kings  Ministers  will  determine  it  according  to  the 
rules  of  common  sense  &  good  policy  without  the  as- 
sistance of  any  attorney  at  law  in  the  case 

Suppose  the  King  grants  a  Commission  to  J.A.  but 
before  he  qualifies  &  enters  on  the  office  the  King  is  in- 
formed that  it  is  not  proper  to  trust  J.A.  with  that  office 
may  not  the  King  suspend  that  person  from  the  Execu- 
tion of  the  office  &  forbid  his  being  qualified  untill  the 
truth  &  validity  of  the  Information  shall  be  examined 
I  can  make  no  doubt  the  King  may  legally  &  justly  do 
this  &  if  the  King  could  do  it  I  presume  a  Govr  in  the 
plantations  by  Virtue  of  the  powers  granted  to  him  on 
the  force  of  like  reasons  may  do  the  same.  For  the  ob- 
jection ag*  suspending  a  man  who  has  not  enter'd  on  an 
office  is  as  strong  against  the  King  as  against  the  Govr 
The  objection  being  the  same  viz  of  suspending  a  person 
from  an  office  which  he  has  not.  That  is  if  it  be  true  that 
a  man  does  not  enjoy  an  office  by  Virtue  of  his  Commiss11 
but  by  his  taking  the  oaths  which  however  I  believe  few 
Lawyers  will  assert. 

I  do  not  find  that  any  one  new  objection  has  been 
made  which  before  this  had  not  been  maturely  considered 
for  a  long  time.  It  seems  to  me  imprudent  to  change  a 
resolution  on  publick  affairs  suddenly  which  had  been 
taken  in  a  solemn  manner  because  it  must  hereafter  raise 
such  a  diffidence  that  few  men  may  think  it  safe  to  advise 
freely  or  to  act  in  consequence  of  such  solemn  resolutions 
however  well  grounded  &  as  to  my  part  I  would  not  advise 
singly  any  such  change  or  without  a  general  free  con- 
currence unless  it  were  as  clear  as  the  sun  to  me  that  the 
not  changing  it  must  be  prejudicial  to  the  publick 

Notwithstanding  of  what  I  write  now  I  am  clearly  of 
Opinion  that  it  is  proper  to  wait  for  Cornee's  Arival 
From  what  Mr  Catherwood  has  wrote  at  Several  times  of 
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the  D  of  New  Castle  &  of  the  E  of  Halifax's  his  opinion 
&  what  Mr  Collinson  wrote  to  me  of  Ld  Holderness's  I 
can  make  no  doubt  that  they  expect  the  GovT  will  sus- 
pend &  think  it  right  I  apprehend  that  the  argument 
which  Mr  Catherwood  used  to  induce  them  to  give  orders 
to  that  purpose  viz  to  prevent  the  Great  Disorders  which 
may  otherwise  happen  is  the  true  reason  why  they  may 
not  care  to  give  orders  This  argument  would  require  to 
be  touched  in  a  more  delicate  manner  than  Catherwood 
is  capable  of  Doing.  Since  the  GovTS  design  of  leaving  the 
administration  in  my  hands  has  become  common  talk  I 
have  reason  to  think  no  such  disorders  will  happen  but 
that  these  fears  were  artfully  infused  into  the  heads  of 
some  of  our  friends  &  now  other  artifices  are  used  & 
airways  will  be  till  they  know  that  their  artifices  can  be 
of  no  use 

As  I  know  not  but  that  you  may  think  it  proper  to 
show  the  letter  which  comes  with  this.  I  must  further 
tell  you  that  it  is  my  opinion  that  the  scruples  which  you 
mention  are  artificially  raised  in  weak  minds  in  order  to 
defeat  everything  For  what  purpose  think  you  was  there 
means  found  to  make  the  Govr  think  he  would  refuse  to 
qualify 

I  have  not  the  Gift  of  Prophesy  if  they  do  not  defeat 
all  unless  you  will  exert  your  self  strenously  to  prevent 
the  method  proposed 

One  argument  with  me  ag1  the  previous  Qualifying  is 
that  thereby  (tho  suspended)  he  will  claim  a  right  to  the 
Sallary  &c  which  perhaps  he  can  not  do  if  he  never  enter 
on  the  office.  I  would  avoid  by  all  means  a  law-suit  with 
such  a  man  if  by  any  means  I  can  do  it 

Pray  let  me  have  a  line  from  you  as  soon  as  you  can 
after  Corne's  arival  If  we  have  not  a  deliverance  from 
timidity  by  him  I  shall  dispair  of  any  thing  being  done 
here  but  that  as  soon  as  the  Govr  shall  be  gone  C  J  will 
meet  the  assembly  &  he  &  they  sing  10  Triumphs  in  ad- 
dresses &  answers  the  hearing  of  which  must  give  the 
Govr  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  soon  after  his  arival  in 
England 
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I  have  known  the  Govr  go  into  Council  with  a  firm 
resolution  &  the  C  J  by  an  artfull  turn  perswade  him  to 
do  the  quite  contrary 


From  Governor  George  Clinton 

[Undated] 

Sir 

I  am  very  much  affraid  Hardenbs  is  one  of  the  Sad 
Dogs,  for  he  is  still  in  Town  &  came  with  the  Representa- 
tion which  is  pretty  much  the  Same  as  [ever]  Read  only 
towards  ye  latter  End  There  is  a  few  rude  Expressions 
&  fahlse  Lyes,  but  you  shall  have  it  presently  if  you  have 
heard  anything  from  Hardenburg  why  he  stays  in  Town 
or  his  reasons  for  appearing  today  let  me  have  them,  but 
should  he  be  a  Dog  let  him  take  every  thing  I  Said  the 
other  Day  with  all  my  hart 

Adieu, 

G.C. 

Tuesday 
12  o  Clock 

[Endorsed] 
To 

D0Ctr  COLDEN 


From  Governor  George  Clinton 

[174?] 
Sir 

Whilst  I  am  writting  my  other  letters  for  Albany,  I 
must  desire  you  will  pen  that  part  of  Johnson  letter  as 
relates  to  ye  Indians  &  Christians  going  to  Sarahtoga  & 
into  ye  Enemys  Country,  &  to  put  it  in  as  strong  termes 
as  possible  yt  he  may  have  no  Excuse  for  waiting  for 
further  Orders,  &  to  let  no  Encouragement  for  them  to 
proceed  be  wanting,  for  we  shoud  make  but  a  bad  figure 
at  Albany  was  we  to  Stop  now  and  Contrary  if  we  shoud 
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be  so  Successfull  as  to  get  a  good  Number  out  to  do  mis- 
chief, it  will  occasion  the  people  at  Albany  either  to  hang 
or  drownd  themselves 

You  went  in  a  great  hurry  &  I  could  not  Speak  to  you 
I  think  you  had  great  Compliment  paid  you  by  having 
a  full  board  to  meet  you  &  readily  to  receive  anything 
you  had  to  advance,  One  in  perticular  who  I  had  not  seen 
in  a  long  time  I  thought  lookd  as  if  he  had  a  mind  to  be 
Spitefull  I  desire  to  see  you  tomorrow  morning  with 
your  Draft3  if  you  have  a  mind  to  put  in  any  thing 
further  in  relation  to  Jancoeur  do,  as  it  woud  be  a  great 
thing  to  gett  him,  &  I  am  a  thinking  our  new  Protestants 
y1  we  heard  so  much  off  Yesterday  might  Assist  as  much 
in  it,  think  of  it  ag81  tomorrow  morning. 

Adieu 

G.C. 


Mrs.  Cadwallader  Colden  to  Elizabeth  De  Lancey 

[Undated] 

Our  hearing  nothing  from  you  since  the  18th  of  last 
Feb — in  which  you  mentiond  the  Childrens  disorder 
gives  us  much  concern  about  you  &  them  we  have  more 
cause  than  usuall  to  be  anxious  about  you  at  this  time 
and  as  we  doubt  nothing  of  your  care  to  satisfie  the  desire 
we  have  of  hearing  often  from  you  it  must  be  owing  to 
some  misfortun  of  your  letters  or  something  els  Your 
Father  &  I  have  writt  two  differrent  letters  to  you  since 
the  receipt  of  your  last.  We  are  now  preparing  to  send 
Ali[ce]  to  Newburgh  in  order  to  be  with  you  with  the 
first  opportunity  but  find  so  many  difficultys  in  her  being 
at  least  6  Months  from  us  that  we  can  not  at  present 
resolve  on  her  staying  all  Winter  Your  Father  &  I  have 
as  earnest  desire  as  you  could  wish  to  contribut  all  in  our 
power  to  your  satisfaction  but  as  this  may  be  attended 
with  some  inconviencys  that  you  may  be  sensible  of  as 
well  as  we  we  cannot  be  positive  of  her  staying  any  longer 
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than  the  latest  of  the  season  for  the  Sloops  riming,  which 
may  be  6  or  7  weeks  hence,  by  that  time  we  may  have 
reason  to  resolve  otherways  than  we  can  at  present  be 
assured  my  dear  Betty  that  what  we  know  to  be  your 
earnest  desire  will  be  readily  complyed  with  if  there  is 
not  some  very  sufficient  cause  to  prevent  it.  Your  Father 
has  given  Ali:  10  pistoles  to  buy  a  Lutstring  sute  lace 
&c:  She  is  to  get  besides  Camlettee  for  a  goun  to  Jenny 
&  her  self  She  will  follow  your  advice  about  her  cloaths 
&  every  thing  els  with  pleasure  And  I  expect  you  will  use 
no  reserve  with  her  but  act  the  part  you  know  I  wou'd 
were  I  with  her  Most  people  are  Strangers  to  her  and  her 
oblidging  open  temper  may  be  a  loss  to  her  in  some  sorts 
of  company  She  is  resolved  to  go  no  where  nor  to  make 
appointments  with  any  without  your  knowledge  &  con- 
sent as  you  know  more  of  the  World  than  she  does  Your 
love  for  her  &  regard  for  us  I  make  no  doubt  will  oblidge 
you  to  advise  her  for  the  best  Your  Time  my  dear  Child 
draws  now  very  nigh  May  God  grant  you  an  easy  safe  de- 
livery I  cant  expect  you  can  write  often  to  us  but  pray 
My  dear  Child  put  Ali :  upon  doing  it  when  ever  there  is 
opportunity  Cadr  is  to  be  very  short  while  in  toun  but  I 
hope  it  may  fall  out  so  that  he  brings  us  rejoyseing  news 
from  you 
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Calendar  of  Unprinted  Scientific  and  Political 
Papers  of  Cadwallader  Colden 


In  the  Possession  of  the  New  York  Historical 
Society 


1714 
April  18 

Montrose 

1743 
(April  2?) 


November 


1744 
March  7 


(July  17?) 


Scientific  Letters 

From  Alexander  Thomson 
Prescriptions.    3%  p.  8vo. 

To  John  Rutherford  (Copy  unaddressed 
and  undated) 
(In  answer  to  his  letter  of  March  2, 
1742/3.  See  Vol.  Ill,  p.  6)  The  use  of 
algebra  and  fluxions  in  Physics.  Light. 
3%  p.  lOmo. 

To  James  Alexander 

"Rough  Draft  of  a  paper  sent  to  Mr. 
Alexr  concerning  a  Quadrant."  Includes 
"Copy  of  what  Mr.  Graham  writes  Feb. 
17th  1740/1"  concerning  quadrants.  2% 
p.  4to. 

From  Jonathan  Sisson 

Description  and  prices  of  surveying  in- 
struments made  by  Sisson.  Postscript 
signed  "G.  G."    Sy2  p.  4to. 

From  Evan  Jones 

"Two  observations  on  ye  biteing  of 
Rattle  snakes."  (Evidently  enclosed  in 
the  letter  from  the  same,  printed  in  Vol. 
Ill,  pp.  64-66.)    3%  p.  8vo. 
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1745 
October  29 


(1745?) 


(1745?) 


To  Dr.  Gronovius 
Draft  of  a  letter  printed  in  The  Ameri- 
can Journal  of  Science  and  Arts,  Vol. 
XLIV;  1,  pp.  98-101.  In  addition,  a 
list  of  plants,  entitled  " Addenda  vel 
Corrigenda."    7  p.  4to. 

To  Dr.  Mitchell  (Copy  unaddressed  and 
undated.) 
Speculations  on  the  treatment  of  yellow 
fever.    4  p.  4to. 


"At  the  beginning  To   Peter  Collinson    (Copy  unaddressed 

of  the  winter"  ,        j    ,     ,  s 

and  undated) 
(In  answer  to  his  letter  of  April  26, 
1745.    See  Vol.  Ill,  p.  113)    1%  p.  4to. 
Magnets. 


(1745?) 


(1747?) 
June  21 

New  York 

1747 
August  6 


(1748?) 
March  4 


(1748?) 


From  Dr.  Isaac  Du  Bois 

Gronovius's  desire  for  plants  and  shells. 
Account  of  an  "epidemical  fever  that 
has  raign'd  here  for  some  time."  3  p. 
4to. 

From  Dr.  John  Bard 
Detailed  account  of  Alice  Colden's  ill- 
ness.   1  p.  lOmo. 

From  Carolus  Linnaeus 
Remarks  on  the  Plantae  Coldenhamiae. 
Request   for   certain    seeds   and    dried 
plants.    1%  p.  lOmo. 

From  James  Alexander 

A  geometric  proposition.  Unusual  lights 
in  sky.    3  p.  4to. 

From  Carolus  Linnaeus 

Request  that  kindness  be  shown  Peter 
Kalm   during  his  travels  in  America. 
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1748 
October 


(1749?) 


1750 
August  10 

Upsala 


(1753?) 


(1754?) 
(January  1?) 


(1755?) 
(June?) 


Notes  on   the  Plantae   Coldenhamiae. 
2  p.  4to. 

"An  Essay  on  Quantity,  Read  before  the 
Royal  Society  at  London  October,  1748. 
From  Doctor  Garden  to  The  Honorable 
Cadwallader  Colden."    25  p.  12mo. 

To  Alexander  Garden  (Copy  unaddressed 
and  undated.) 
Thanking  him  for  the  copy  of  the  Essay 
on  Quantity.  The  dispute  between  the 
Leibnitzians  and  the  Newtonians.  "Re- 
mark on  Mr.  Reid's  Essay  on  Quantity." 
2%  p.  4to. 

From  Carolus  Linnaeus 

(Printed  in  The  American  Journal  of 
Science  and  Arts,  Vol.  XLIV;  1,  pp.  Ill, 

*    112.)    1  p.  4to. 

To  Samuel  Pike  (Copy  unaddressed  and 
undated) 
(In  answer  to  his  letter  of  July  20, 1753. 
See  Vol.  IV,  pp.  397-398.) 
Thanking  him  for  the  suggestion  that 
the  Bible  contains  the  Principles  of  Phil- 
osophy. An  explanation  of  the  Prin- 
ciples of  Action  in  Matter.    4  p.  4to. 

From  Benjamin  Franklin 

(See  Colden's  answer,  dated  April  2, 
1754,  in  Vol.  IV,  pp.  437-440.) 
Attraction.  Bodies  sinking  in  fluids. 
Winds  striking  mountains.  Conduc- 
tivity of  different  substances.  Water- 
spouts.   2%  p.  4to. 

To  Samuel  Pike  (Copy  unaddressed  and 
undated.) 
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1759 
March  9 


Characteristics  of  matter.  Light.  Ether. 
3  p.  4to. 

(1758?)  To  Dr.  Robert  Whytt  (Copy  unaddressed 
and  undated.  Incomplete.) 
Comments  on  Mr.  MelvilFs  observations 
on  light.  The  relation  of  light  and 
gravitation.  An  American  plant  used 
in  curing  venereal  diseases.  4  p,  4to. 
(Answered  by  Whytt  October  27  1758. 
See  Vol.  V,  pp.  261-263. 

David  Colden  to  Mr.  E.  K.  of  Philadel- 
phia. (Three  drafts.) 
Answer  to  E.  K.'s  letter  in  the  American 
Magazine  for  October,  1758.  Defense 
of  his  electrical  experiments  and  conclu- 
sions.   12  p.  4to. 

March  9  David   Colden   to   Silvanus  Americanus, 

author  of  the  New  American  Maga- 
zine.   (Two  drafts) 
Request  that  his  answer  to  Mr.  E.  K.  on 
the  subject  of  electricity  may  be  pub- 
lished in  that  magazine.    2  p.  4to. 

Alexander  Colden  to  his  cousin,  David. 
Thanking  him  for  the  treatise  on  elec- 
tricity.    Remarks  thereon.     The  cam- 
paign in  Germany.    3  p.  4to. 

David  Colden  to  Dr.  Alexander  Garden 
(Copy  unaddressed) 
The  first  copy  of  his  treatise  on  elec- 
tricity captured  by  the  French.  En- 
closes summary  of  it  and  invites  criti- 
cism.   U/4  p.  4to. 

July  21  To  Dr.  Robert  Whytt 

The  velocity  of  the  blood.     Motion  of 
the  planets.    Light.    Marriage  of  Jane 


June  1 
London 


June  30 

Coldengham 
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1760 
August  2 

Coldengham 


(1761?) 


(undated) 


to  Dr.  William  Farquhar  the  previous 
March.    5%  p.  4to. 

David  Colden  to  John  Canton   (Rough 
draft) 
His  treatise  on  electricity.    Electric  at- 
traction.   3%  p.  4to. 

To  Dr.  Porterfield  (Two  copies,  one  in- 
complete.) 
Intelligence    of    the    creating    power,, 
Light.   Gravitation.  Motion  of  planets. 
12  p.  4to. 

From  Alexander  Garden 
Fragment,  telling  of  having  sent  some 
specimens  of  the  amorpha. 

From  Samuel  Johnson 

Fire,  light  and  air.    Symbolism  of  the 
Bible.    4  p.  4to.    (First  part  missing.) 

To  Samuel  Johnson 
Draft,  of  a  letter  given  in  Beardsley's 
Life  of  Johnson.    2  p.  4to. 

David  Colden  to 

Copies  of  letters  on  electricity.     12  p. 
4to. 

Fragment  of  a  letter,  handwriting  un- 
known, mentioning  "Mr.  Colden's  pa- 
per." 


Scientific  Papers  and  Notes 

(In  Cadwallader  Colden's  handwriting,  unless  otherwise  stated.) 

"A  Further  Account  of  the  Throat  Distemper  in  a  Letter 

from  William  Douglass  of  Boston  to —  of  New 

York."  1739(?)  8  p.  4to.  (See  letter,  Vol.  IV, 
pp.  196-200,  in  which  Douglass  gives  Colden  the  ma- 
terial here  used.) 
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"New  Method  of  Printing."    1742(f)    4  p.  4to. 

Description  of  the  method  now  called  stereotyping. 

Observations  on  a  comet,  Sunday,  January  22,  1743/4. 
2  p.  4to. 

"Letters  to  Lord  Macclesfield  and  observations  astro- 
nomical, 1753." 

Draft  of  a  letter,  thanking  the  Earl  of  Macclesfield 
for  the  copy  of  observations  of  the  sun  and  pole 
star  in  1749.    1  p.  4to. 

Draft  of  a  letter  asking  permission  to  print  the  ob- 
servations made  in  his  Lordship's  observatory, 
with  some  comments  thereon.    1%  p.  4to. 

Remarks  on  the  astronomical  observations  made  at 
Sherburn  Castle,  the  observatory  of  the  Earl  of 
Macclesfield.    4  p.  4to. 

Two  copies  of  the  observations  made  in  1749  in  the 
Earl  of  Macclesfield's  observatory.  12  p.  4to  of 
tables. 

Diagram  and  instructions  for  observing  the  transit  of 
Mercury  over  the  sun,  May  6,  1753.  James  Alexan- 
der's handwriting.  2  p.  4to.  (Sent  to  Colden  by 
James  Alexander.    See  Vol.  IV,  pp.  363-369.) 

Notes  and  astronomical  calculations.    25  p.  4to. 

"Remarks  on  Mr.  Melvill's  Observations  on  Light  & 
Colours.  Edenb.  Physical  &  Literary  Essays,  Vol. 
2,  Art  4."    1  p.  4to. 

"The  reading  of  an  elaborate  Treatise  on  the  Eye  by  the 
learned  &  ingenious  Dr.  Porterfield  was  the  occasion 
of  the  following  Reflections."    1760(?)    36  p.  4to. 

"An  Introduction  to  the  Study  of  Phylosophy  wrote  in 
America  for  the  use  of  a  young  Gentleman."  1760 ( ?) 
20  p.  4to.  Attached  to  this  is  a  letter  "To  my  son 
Alexander"  dated  at  Coldengham,  July  10,  1760,  ask- 
ing him  to  keep  the  enclosed  paper,  which  had  been 
written  for  young  Peter  De  Lancey,  until  his  children 
were  old  enough  to  understand  it. 


APPENDIX  365 

A  rough  draft  of  the  above,  entitled  "An  Introduction  to 
the  Study  of  Physics  or  Natural  Philosophy  for  the 
use  of  Peter  De  Lancey  the  Younger."    31  p.  4to. 

Diagram  of  the  conjunction  of  the  sun  and  Venus,  June 
6,  1761.    1  p.  4to.    James  Alexander's  handwriting. 

"An  Inquiry  into  the  Powers  producing  the  Phaenomena 
of  Needles  swimming  in  Water."  Dated  "August 
1768  in  the  81st  year  of  my  age."    4  p.  4to. 

Copy,  19th  century,  handwriting  unknown,  of  Colden's 
"Reflections  on  Dr.  Berkeley's  Treatise  on  Tar 
Water."    5  p.  f. 

The  successful  use  of  oil  in  curing  snake  bites.  %  P-  4to. 
Incomplete. 

On  the  difference  between  electric  and  non-electric  bodies, 
and  on  the  effects  of  air  in  electric  experiments. 
Franklin's  handwriting.    2  p.  fol. 

Notes  on  planets  and  the  resisting  power.    1  p.  lOmo. 
Directions  for  making  potash.    1  p.  4to. 

Criticism  of  the  Principles  of  Action  in  Matter.  Hand- 
writing unknown.    16  p.  lOmo. 

Criticism  of  the  Principles  of  Action.  A  copy  in  Colden's 
handwriting.    3  p.  4to. 

"Copy  of  Mr.  Johnson's  Sheet  of  Diagrams.  No.  2." 
David  Colden's  handwriting.    1  p.  4to. 

Definitions  of  the  horizon,  the  equinoctial  line,  etc. 
Handwriting  unknown.    8  p.  8vo. 

Notes  on  Physiology:  circulation  of  the  blood,  nerves, 
etc.    Handwriting  unknown.    12  p.  8vo. 

Directions  for  two  electrical  experiments.  Handwriting 
unknown.    6  p.  lOmo. 

"Electrical  Experiments  with  some  consequences  deduced 
therefrom  in  order  to  demonstrate  that  Electricity  is 
absolutely  necessary  in  order  to  our  seeing."  Hand- 
writing of  David  Colden  (?)    2  p.  lOmo. 

An  electrical  experiment.  Handwriting  of  David  Colden 
(?)    2  p.  4to. 
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Draft  of  the  preface  for  a  second  edition  of  Principles  of 
Action  in  Matter.    Incomplete.    4  p.  4to. 

Draft  of  an  Appendix  to  the  Principles  of  Action.  4  p. 
4to. 

"Of  the  Transmission  and  Reflection  of  Light  in  solid 
Bodies."    Handwriting  unknown.    16  p.  4to. 

"The  Essential  properties  of  Light."  Same  handwriting 
as  the  above.    2  p.  4to. 

"Remarks  on  some  obvious  phenomena  of  Light."  3  p. 
4to. 

Remarks  and  suppositions  on  the  motion  of  the  planets. 
4  p.  4to. 

A  note-book,  100  pages,  quarto,  containing  the  following: 

A  list  of  8  scientific  books,  published  between  1731 

and  1736.    1  p. 
Draft  of  a  dedication  to  Governor  Hunter.    1  p. 
Notes  in  Greek.    1  p. 
A  treatise  on  the  Animal  oeconomy,  which  "may  be 

explained  mechanically  or  according  to  the  Laws 

of  Matter  in  Motion."    95  p. 
Notes  on  flowers.    2  p. 

"An  Inquiry  into  the  Principles  of  Vital  Motion."  Two 
copies,  one  entirely  in  Colden's  handwriting,  of  35 
pages,  quarto;  the  other,  half  in  Colden's  and  half  in 
an  unknown  handwriting,  of  38  pages  quarto. 

"A  Guess  at  the  Cause  of  the  Heat  of  the  Blood  in  Health 
and  of  the  cold  and  hot  Fits  of  some  Fevers."  Frank- 
lin's handwriting  (?)    3  p.  8vo. 

"Catalagus  Plantarum  Pharmacopaiae  Edinburgensis* 
List  of  Latin  names  of  plants,  with  the  common  Eng- 
lish equivalents.     A  small  bound  note-book.     28  p. 

2%x7i/4 

Description  of  2  flowering  plants.    2  p.  4to. 

A  list  of  plants,  with  short  descriptions  in  Latin.  Hand- 
writing unknown.    9  p.  4to. 


APPENDIX  367 

Notes  on  shell-fish,  wasps-nests,  etc.  1  copy  on  14  pages, 
12mo.,  the  other  on  5  pages,  4to.  Both  in  unknown 
handwriting. 

Note  book,  bound  in  vellum,  272  p.,  4to.,  containing  the 
following : 
Chapters  IV,  VI  through  XII  of  the  revised  Prin- 
ciples of  Action  in  Matter,  "begun  to  be  copied  from 
the  rough  draft,  JanTy  17th  1755."    158  p. 

"Electrical  Experiments  to  Confirm  the  foregoing 
Theory."  Description  of  23  experiments,  in  the  hand- 
writing of  David  Colden,  with  a  copy  of  the  title 
page:  "A  Supplement  to  the  Principles  of  Action  in 
Matter  wherein  the  Phenomena  of  Electricity  are 
dedueed  from  their  general  cause,  By  David  Colden." 
41  p. 

"An  Inquiry  in  the  Principles  of  Vital  Motion," 
dated  March  13,  1763.    20  p. 
Copies  of  the  following  letters: 

"To  my  nephew  Alexander  Colden,"  December 
20,  1756.    The  action  of  light.    Desire  for 
criticism.    In  David  Colden's  handwriting. 
4  p. 
To  Dr.  Robert  Whytt,  March  7,  1763.    Desire 
that  his  Principles  be  published.     Direc- 
tions for  correcting  it.    3  p. 
To  Dr.  Robert  Whytt,  September  3,  1763.    A 
Copy  in  David  Colden's  handwriting  of  the 
letter  printed  in  Vol.  VI,  pp.  272-274. 
To   James  Alexander,   June  28,    1755.     The 
motion   of  the  planets.     David   Colden's 
handwriting.    4  p. 
To  Alexander  Garden,  1755.     Matter.  Light. 

Defense  of  his  Principles.  10  p. 
To  the  editors  of  the  Monthly  Review,  London, 
dated  August  6,  1759.  Asking  their  opinion 
of  the  advisability  of  printing  a  second 
edition  of  the  Principles  of  Action  in  Mat- 
ter, and  submitting  an  article  about  the 
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Principles  for  publication  in  the  Review. 
6  p. 

To  Dr.  Bevis,  September  12,  1759.  Defense 
and  explanation  of  his  Principles.    6  p. 

To  Dr.  Robert  Whytt,  April  15,  1760.  Com- 
ments on  Dr.  Porterfields  book.    4%  p. 

To  Dr.  William  Porterfield,  May  19,  1760. 
Comments  on  Porterfield's  book.    4^  p. 

Political  and  Miscellaneous  Letters  and  Papers 

(In  Cadwallader  Colden's  handwriting  unless  otherwise  stated.) 


1740 

January 


(1749?) 


(1749?) 


To  William  Douglass  (Copy) 

(In  answer  to  his  letter  of  November  12, 
1739.  See  Vol.  II,  p.  196.) 
Enclosing  account  of  New  York  paper 
money  and  Mr.  Alexander's  account  of 
New  Jersey  money.  Remarks  on  the 
boundaries  between  New  York  and  Con- 
necticut and  Massachusetts.  Thanking 
him  for  the  account  of  the  throat  distem- 
per.   3  p.  4to. 

Account  of  issues  of  paper  money  in  New 
York.    5  p.  4to. 

Account  of  issues  of  paper  money  in  New 
Jersey,  written  by  James  Alexander.  9  p. 
4to.  " 

To  Governor  Shirley  of  Massachusetts  (Copy 
unaddressed  and  undated) 
The  faction  opposed  to  Governor  Clinton. 
Appeals  for  a  vindication  of  his  own  char- 
acter.   2  p.  4to. 

To  Governor  George  Clinton  (Copy  unad- 
dressed and  undated.) 
Illness  his  excuse  for  absence  from  the 
Council.  His  opinion  of  the  answer  proper 
to  be  sent  to  the  Governor  of  Canada  with 
relation  to  the  Mohawks.    4  p.  4to. 
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(1750?)       To  John  Rutherford    (Copy  undated) 

Character  of  Governor  Cosby.    Confusion 
in  the  province  from  the  people's  want  of 
respect  for  their  officers.     Paper  money. 
3  p.  4to. 
(1752?)       To  James  Alexander     (Copy  unaddressed 
and  undated.) 
Answering  his  letter  of  the  22nd  (of  May, 
1752?)    Denial  of  the  charge  that  he  has 
delayed  land  grants.     Negotiations  with 
the  Mayor  and  Nicholas  Bayard  concern- 
ing   land.      Mr.    Livingston's    quadrant. 
The  perquisites  due  him  on  being  left  in 
charge  of  the  administration.    7%  p.  4to. 
(Undated)    To  Governor  George  Clinton  (Copy  unad- 
dressed and  undated) 
Acquaintance  with  the  person  about  to  be 
appointed  a  third  judge  only  in  his  private 
character.      Necessity    of    retaining    the 
friendship  of  the  Indians.    2  p.  4to. 

"  To (Copy  unaddressed  and  undated) 

Quit-rents  in  New  York.    The  counties  of 
Newcastle,  Kent  and  Sussex  upon  Dela- 
ware.   3  p.  4to. 
To  His  Excellency  (?) 

Interpretation  of  the  governor's  power  of 
granting  lands.    2  p.  fol. 
"Reasons  offered  at  the  Council  Board  to  show  that  the 
President  is  not  in  titled  to  more  than  half  the  salary." 
Written  and  signed  by  James  De  Lancey.    1  p.  fol. 
Memorandum  on  the  salary  of  Lieutenant-Governor  or 
the  President  of  the  Council  in  the  absence  or  death 
of  the  Governor.    3%  p.  4to. 
Objections  to  the  accounts  of  the  Equivalent  Patent. 

(1731?)    lp.8vo. 
Memoranda  of  Council  minutes,  1744  to  1752.     Hand- 
writing unknown.    1  p.  4to. 
Permission  to  Philippe  Francois  Bart  and  Jean  Etienne 
Bernard  de  Clugny  to  import  negroes.    Dated  at  Port- 


370  APPENDIX 

au-Prince,  May  12,  1761.  In  French,  Hand- writing 
unknown.    3  p.  4to. 

Petition  of  five  Mohawk  Indians  to  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor De  Lancey  to  be  allowed  to  give  the  Ger- 
mans part  of  Teady  Mc  Ginn's  grant.  (November 
7,  1753  (?)  See  Calendar  of  N.  Y.  Land  Papers,  p. 
278.)     1  p.  4to.    Hand- writing  unknown. 

"Plan  for  the  future  Management  of  Indian  Affairs." 
(From  the  Board  of  Trade  1764  ?)    22  p.  4to. 

"The  following  Articles  the  Commissioners  of  Indian  Af- 
fairs conceive  proper  to  be  mentioned  in  the  Speech 
of  his  Excellency  to  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians  and 
humbly  offer  the  same  to  his  Excellencies  considera- 
tion:" (June,  1744?)  1  p.  4to.  Handwriting  un- 
known. 

Speech  to  the  Indians.  (1746?)  4  p.  12o.  Hand-writing 
unknown. 

Governor  Clinton's  Instructions  to  Cadwallader  Colden, 
Jr.  as  commissary  of  the  Muster  Rolls.  (1747?)  1  p. 
4to.    Cadwallader  Colden's  hand-writing. 

Further  instructions  to  Cadwallader  Colden  Jr.  as  com- 
missary of  the  Muster  Rolls.  (1747?)  1  p.  4to. 
Cadwallader  Colden's  handwriting. 

Account  of  (Thomas)  Williams's  capture  by  the  French 
and  of  what  they  told  him.  (1748?)  1  p.  4to.  Hand- 
writing unknown. 

Note  on  the  raising  of  money  in  a  province.    1  p.  12mo. 

Draft  of  a  message  of  the  Council  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly.   2  p.  4to. 

Petition  of  the  owners  of  the  snow  Friendship  to  the 
Commissioners  of  His  Majesty's  Customs  in  America, 
concerning  its  unjust  treatment  in  the  harbor  of 
Turk's  Island.  Signed  by  Charles  Mc  Evers  for  him- 
self and  Miles  Sherbrooke,  James  Perry  and  Thomas 
Hayes. 

Suggestion  that  the  power  of  certain  commissioners  be 
limited.    Part  of  a  page. 

"Names  of  Persons  that  refuse  to  Deliver  their  Pork  that 
was  Impressed  by  the  Governor's  Warrant."   1 1  names. 
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Memorandum  of  the  refusal  of  persons  who  hold  land  in 
Pennsylvania  from  the  governor  of  New  York  to  pay 
quit-rents  to  the  Receiver- General  of  New  York. 
Handwriting  unknown.     1  p.  4to. 

Rules  for  the  registration  of  memorials,  patents  and 
deeds.  Handwriting  unknown,  l1/^  p.  4to.  Torn 
draft  of  the  same.    y2  p. 

Summary  of  the  history  of  patents  and  quit-rent  provi- 
sions in  them.    First  part  missing.    5y2  p.  4to. 

Early  land  grants  and  the  way  their  boundaries  were 
fixed.    Incomplete.    8  p.  4to. 

Proposals  for  ascertaining  boundaries  of  patents  and  con- 
firming titles.    8  p.  4to. 

An  account  of  Governor  Clinton's  administration.  In- 
complete.   12  p.  4to. 

Comments  on  government  in  general.  Proposal  of  a 
scheme  of  government  "for  securing  the  peace  and 
dependence  of  the  Plantations  on  Great  Britain." 
11  p.  4to. 

An  account  of  the  Indian  trade  and  its  importance.  15  p. 
4to. 

"The  Rise  and  Progress  of  the  Publick  Dissensions  of 
New  York."  An  account  of  De  Lancey's  opposition 
to  Governor  Clinton.    14  p.  4to. 

Drafts  of  five  letters  unaddressed,  apparently  from  Gov- 
ernor George  Clinton  to  various  correspondents,  on 
official  business.    13  p.  4to. 

Governor  George  Clinton's  answer  to  a  letter  from  some 
members  of  the  General  Assembly,  December  15, 
1747.  Two  copies:  one,  16  p.  4to.,  in  Colden's  hand- 
writing; the  second,  liy2  p.  4to.,  in  James  Alexander's 
handwriting. 

Copies  of  patents,  giving  the  boundaries  of  land  grants 
given  to  Jan  Hendricks  Van  Baal,  in  1672;  Daniel 
Kelly,  in  1685;  William  Beekman,  in  1686;  John 
Rutsen  and  Company;  Jacob  Rutsen;  Ann  Mullen- 
der;  Lewis  Du  Bois;  Hugo  Frere;  Abraham  Martlett, 
in  1694;  John  Bodine,  in  1708;  Killian  Van  Rens- 
selaer in  1695;  Caleb  Heathcote,  in  1697;  Adolph 
Philipse  in  1697;  Peter  Schuyler,  1704;  Hendrick  Van 
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Rensselaer  in  1698;  Egbert  Theunisson  in  1697; 
Maria  Van  Rensselaer,  Hendrick  Van  Ness,  Gerrit 
Teunesen  and  Jacobus  Van  Cortland  in  1688;  Cor- 
nelius Van  Dyke  in  1684;  Cornelius  Cuyler  and  Wil- 
liam Kittelhuyn;  John  Schuyler,  Jr.  and  others  in 
1738;  Stephen  Bayard  in  1743;  Ebenezer  Willson  and 
Benjamin  Aske;  Archibald  Kennedy  in  1719.  12 
sheets  of  different  sizes.    Not  in  Colden's  handwriting. 

Copy  of  the  boundaries  of  the  Kinderhook  Patent.  1  p. 
8vo.    Not  in  Colden's  handwriting. 

Last  page  of  a  copy  of  the  boundaries  of  several  patents. 
1  p.  4to.    Not  in  Colden's  handwriting. 

Surveyor's  journal  of  the  survey  and  division  of  the  lands 
in  the  County  of  Albany  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Catskill  Mountains,  begun  August  23,  1736.  1  p.  4to. 
Handwriting  unknown. 

Surveyor's  journal  of  the  survey  of  the  low  lands  of 
Schohary,  August  26,  1736.  3  p.  4to.  Handwriting 
unknown. 

Boundaries  of  14  lots  in  "two  tracts  of  land  on  Chaw- 
takignak  kill  or  brook  and  Scohary  River  granted  to 
Vincent  Mathews,  Michael  Duning  and  Daniel  Den- 
ton, now  belonging  to  the  said  Vincent  Mathews, 
George  Clark,  Cadwallader  Colden,  Francis  Salisbury, 
Garret  Van  Berghen  and  Marten  Van  Berghen.  Ac- 
cording to  a  survey  thereof  made  in  September  1736 
by  Silvester  Salisbury.  The  division  made  upon  the 
chart  thereof  by  Cadwallader  Colden."    8  p.  4to. 

Surveyor's  journal  of  a  survey  begun  September  3,  1736. 
Apparently  the  journal  of  Silvester  Salisbury  in  mak- 
ing the  survey  mentioned  above.    6  p.  4to. 

Silvester  Salisbury's  journal  of  surveying  done  in  August, 
1739.    A  copy  in  Colden's  handwriting.    4  p.  4to. 

Mohawk  Indians  deed  to  Godfrey  Dellius  of  land  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Hudson  River.  A  clerk's  copy.  1  p. 
4to. 

Petition  of  Samuel  Storke  and  Peter  Van  Brugh  Living- 
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ston  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  asking  for  a  tract  of  land 
in  Albany  County.    A  clerk's  copy.    1%  p.  4to. 

Eleven  surveyors'  maps  showing  the  boundaries  of  pat- 
ents. One  of  the  Evans  patents,  made  in  1737  and 
signed  by  Charles  Clinton.  Another  showing  part  of 
the  same  patent.  Another  indorsed  "A  draft  of  lands 
adjoining  to  Coldengham  by  Mr.  Clinton."  The  rest 
unidentified. 

Map  of  the  Manor  of  Cortland,  scale  of  two  miles  to  an 
inch,  showing  lakes,  rivers  and  the  boundaries  of 
the  township  of  Bedford. 

Sketch  showing  the  "situation  of  the  fort  at  Sarahtoga," 
made  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river. 

Copy  of  a  map  made  at  Governor  George  Clinton's  re- 
quest by  Cornelius  Cuyler,  Edward  Collins  and  John 
Bleeker,  including  Quebec,  Lake  Ontario,  Albany, 
showing  the  Indian  castles  and  the  carrying  places. 
Scale  twenty  miles  to  an  inch.  Indorsed  "Map  of  the 
passage  from  Albany  to  Montreal."  Attached  is  a 
copy  of  the  surveyors'  letter  of  presentation  to  Gov- 
ernor Clinton. 

Draft  of  a  charter  for  the  Borough  Town  of  Schenectady, 
1765.  59  p.  4to.  Submitted  to  Colden  by  John  Tabor 
Kempe,  February  9,  1765.    See  volume  VII,  pp.  13-16. 

Essay  on  the  art  of  right  living.    3  p.  4to. 

Poem:  "The  last  words  and  testament  of  ye  song  con- 
demned to  be  burnt  by  ye  party."  1  p.  12mo.  Un- 
known handwriting. 

Journal,  1721-1726.  Scattered  entries,  mainly  surveying 
notes.  Small  book,  18mo.,  bound  in  vellum,  labeled 
"Cadwallader  Colden's  Note  Book." 

Account  book,  containing  "Journal  of  money  receiv'd 
from  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hill  of  Philadelphia  to  be  dis- 
posed of  according  to  such  orders  as  I  shall  receive 
from  her,"  entries  March  16,  1723/4  to  September 
16,  1725;  "Continuation  of  the  journal  the  last  ar- 
ticle of  which  is  November  1st  1750,"  entries  Novem- 
ber 1, 1750  to  September  29,  1761.    Bound  in  paper. 
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Account  book,  containing:  "Memorandum  of  cash  re- 
ceived by  the  Lieutenant  Governor"  from  January  17, 
1762  to  February  24,  1766;  expense  account,  January 
11,  1762  to  September  23,  1768;  "A  particular  account 
of  cash  expended  for  the  use  of  the  farm  at  Flushing," 
May  4,  1762  to  June  4,  1763;  "State  of  the  account 
of  cash  paid  for  the  new  house  and  garden  built  in 
1762  and  1763  at  Spring  Hill;"  "Memorandum  of 
cash  paid  to  Mr.  Watts  for  Governor  Monckton," 
December  10,  1763  to  February  24,  1766.  David 
Colden's  handwriting.    Bound  in  paper. 

"Copy  of  an  account  of  cash  belonging  to  the  estate  of 
the  Honorable  Cadwallader  esquire  taken  by  Eliza- 
beth De  Lancey  and  David  Colden,  assisted  by 
Thomas  Barclay  and  Thomas  Colden  Esquires,  Sep- 
tember 23,  1776."  Total:  £952.14.7.  David  Colden's 
handwriting.    2  p.  4to. 

"An  account  of  bonds  and  notes  belonging  to  the  estate 
of  the  Honorable  Cadwallader  Colden  Esquire  distin- 
guishing the  principal  sums  due,  and  the  interest 
reckoned  to  the  1st  October,  1776,  taken  as  the  former 
account  of  cash."  List  of  73  names  and  6  treasury 
warrants.  Total,  principal,  interest  and  amount  of 
cash  from  above  account:  £19,097.19.1  3%  P-  4to. 
David  Colden's  handwriting. 

"A  memorandum  of  deeds  brought  from  Coldengham  by 
Cadwallader  Colden  belonging  to  the  estate  of  his 
father,  September  9,  1778."  2%  p.  4to.  David  Col- 
den's handwriting. 

Biographical  notes  of  198  English  peers,  Colden's  con- 
temporaries. 65  pages,  4to.,  with  an  index.  Note 
book  bound  in  paper. 

Copy  of  part  of  chapter  IV,  chapters  V  through  XIII  of 
the  second  part  of  the  Indian  History,  "A  short  view 
of  the  form  of  government  of  the  Five  Nations,"  and 
the  preface  to  the  second  part,  all  printed  in  The 
History  of  the  Five  Indian  Nations.  Note  book,  4to, 
bound  in  vellum.  At  the  other  end  of  the  book  are 
various  letters,  1711  to  1726,  printed  in  volume  I. 
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"Copy  book  of  letters  on  subjects  of  Philosophy,  Mede- 

cine,  Friendship/'  43  p.  4to.,  bound  in  paper,  contain- 
ing the  following  letters : 

To  Hugh  Graham,  M.  D.,  London,  Philadelphia,  May 
25,  1716. 
"An  account  of  the  fever  which  seized  19  of  26 
persons  that  were  on  board  the  Gloucester  Galley 
of  London  dureing  her  passage  from  the  Lands-end 
to  Maryland  from  the  3d  of  March  to  the  10th  of 
April,  1716."    3  p. 

To  William  Douglass,  M.  D.,  Boston,  Philadelphia, 
August  2,  1716. 
Criticism  of  Douglass's  thesis  on  the  circulation  of 
the  blood.    1  p. 

To  Hugh  Graham,  M.  D.  Philadelphia,  October,  1716. 
Treatments  used  in  the  small-pox  epidemic.    2  p. 

From  Hugh  Graham,  February,  1717. 

Copy  of  part  of  the  letter  relating  to  diagnosis  and 
treatment  in  two  cases  of  small-pox.    2  p. 

To  Hugh  Graham,  June,  1717. 

Treatment  for  small-pox,  colic  and  other  diseases 
induced  by  the  rainy  weather.    1%  p. 

To  William  Jones,  September  25,  1717. 
An  eclipse.    y2  p. 

To  Hugh  Graham,  December,  1718. 

Religion  and  government  of  the  Indians.    3  p. 

From  Thomas  Hooton    (Copy  undated) 

Details  of  his  illness.     Asks  professional  advice. 

1%  P- 
To  Mr.  Hooton  in  Philadelphia.     (Undated) 

Prescriptions.     Details    of    treatment    and    diet. 

1%  P. 

To  Hugh  Graham.    (Undated) 

Criticism  of  Dr.  Woodward's  book.    The  fatality 
of  West  Indian  small-pox.    Remarks  on  the  treat- 
ment of  small-pox.    3%  p. 
To  Mr.  Arbuthnotte  at  Philadelphia,  November  23, 
1719. 
Prescriptions  and  medical  advice.    2  p. 
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To  Governor  Hunter,  January  26,  1720. 

Comparison  of  the  progress  made  in  astronomy 

and  medicine.    What  hinders  the  advance  of  the 

medical  science.    6  p. 
To  Mr.  Logan  at  Philadelphia,  March  13,  1720. 

The  elasticity  of  the  air.    2%  p. 
Account    of   Governor   Hunter's   meeting   with   the 

Indians.     (Printed  in  volume  I,  pages  128-134.) 

6%  P. 
Note  on  a  child' born  with  two  teeth.     (Undated) 

To  Dr.  William  Douglass  at  Boston,  December  12, 
1721. 
Accompanying  the  account  of  Hunter's  meeting 
with  the  Indians.     (See  above.)     %  p. 

"An  account  of  some  plants  the  seeds  of  which  were 
sent  to  Brigadier  Hunter  at  his  desire  for  the  Earl 
of  Islay."  October,  1725.  A  list  of  sixteen  plants, 
with  short  descriptions  and  comments.    6  p. 
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Administration  of  estates,  see 
Letters  of  administration. 

Albany,  the  two  Mohawk  Indians 
from  London  sent  to,  38;  Lord 
Adam  Gordon  and  Lady  Susan 
O'Brien  go  to,  39-40;  a  German 
and  a  negro  confined  in  jail  at, 
46-47 ;  colder  weather  at,  than  at 
N.  Y.  City,  192;  latitude  of,  193; 
journal  of  survey  made  in,  men- 
tioned, 372;  map  showing  pas- 
sage from,  to  Montreal  men- 
tioned, 373;  mentioned,  8,  9,  24, 
28,  35,  36,  63,  80,  82,  102,  104,  116, 
150,  163,  225,  240,  242,  326,  332, 
333,  335,  339,  355,  356. 

Alexander,  James,  letters  of,  to 
Cadwallader  Colden,  329-331, 
333-334;  mentioned,  360;  to 
Henry  Wileman,  323;  letters  to, 
from  Cadwallader  Colden,  309- 
310,  310-311,  313-315,  315-316, 
317-318,  319-321,  322-323,  324- 
325,  326-329,  331,  332,  332-333, 
334-335,  336-338,  342-343,  352- 
355;  mentioned,  359,  367,  368; 
from  Mrs.  Cadwallader  Colden, 
316;  joins  in  purchase  of  New- 
burgh  landing,  309,  314-315,  319- 
320;  Colden  asks,  to  take  charge 
of  weighhouse  affairs,  312,  313- 
314,  316;  Colden  urges,  to  join 
in  building  storehouse,  319-320, 
322-323;  boundaries  of  lots  be- 
longing to,  320-321;  asked  to 
purchase  lumber  for  Newburgh 
storehouse,  332,  333,  334-335; 
mentioned,  119,  349,  364,  368, 
371. 

Alexander,  Mrs.  James,  312,  316, 
323,  329,  332. 

Alexander,  William  (Earl  of  Stirl- 
ing), 60,  61,  79. 

Alleghany,  339,  341. 

Alsop,  Mr.,  317,  322. 

America,  see  North  America. 

American  Journal  of  Science  and 
Arts,  Colden  letters  printed  in, 
360,   361. 


American  Magazine,  362. 

Amherst,  Jeffery,  letters  of,  to 
Cadwallader  Colden,  43,  126; 
to  Peter  Collinson,  110;  applies 
to  Rockingham  on  Colden's  be- 
half, 110;  advises  Collinson  not 
to  have  Colden's  case  printed, 
117;  Collinson  asks  advice  of, 
concerning  Colden's  case,  118; 
reserved  land  for  military  posts, 
228;  mentioned  105,  117,  118, 
126,  129,  132,  134,  137,  205,  241. 

Amherst,  William,  colonel,  stands 
for  Parliament,  134. 

Amsterdam,  249. 

Annual  Register,  184. 

Antill,  John,  letter  of,  to  Cad- 
wallader Colden,  247-248;  wishes 
to  succeed  Alexander  Colden  as 
surveyor  general,  247-248;  re- 
ceives no  aid  from  postmaster 
general,  247;  mentioned,  243. 

Antill,  Lewis,  259. 

Antrobus, ,  commander  of  the 

Maidstone,  131. 

Appeals,  question  concerning,  re- 
ferred to  the  N.  Y.  Council,  1; 
Cadwallader  Colden's  opinion 
on,  1-7 ;  distinction  between,  and 
writ  of  error,  2-5;  Board  of 
Trade  considers,  12,  13;  dis- 
putes over,  26-27,  28-29;  charge 
in  instructions  concerning,  95- 
96;  affair  of,  aroused  enmity 
against  Colden,  102;  mentioned, 
21,  280. 

Appleby,  Thomas,  230. 

Apthorpe,  Charles  Ward,  present 
at  meetings  of  Governor's 
Council,  60,  61,  64,  66,  68,  287. 

Arbuthnot,  Mr.,  185. 

Arbuthnotte,  ,  letter  to,  from 

Cadwallader  Colden  mentioned, 
375. 

Army,  Regular  British,  a  company 
of,  ordered  to  garrison  Ft. 
George  46;  Colden  desires  sup- 
port of,  in  the  stamp  troubles, 
57,  59;    N.   Y.   Council  consid- 


377 


378 


INDEX 


ers  aid  of,  unnecessary,  61; 
attacked  at  Lexington,  April  19, 
1775,  284-287;  N.  Y.  resolves  not 
to  aid,  289,  292;  Gage  must 
reassure  people  concerning  em- 
ployment of,  289,  292-293 ;  deser- 
tion from,  at  N.  Y.,  297,  299. 
See  also  Regiments. 

Asia,  H.  M.  ship,  ordered  to  N. 
Y.,  290,  291;  arrives  at  N.  Y., 
298;  Maj.  Hamilton  sends  his 
men  on  board,  299;  mentioned, 
293,  294,  298. 

Aske,  Capt.,  55,  56. 

Aske,  Benjamin,  371. 

Association  of  the  First  Conti- 
nental Congress,  referred  to,  265 ; 
N.  Y.  Committee  appointed  to 
execute,  288. 

Association,  of  submission  to 
Congress,  drawn  up  in  N.  Y., 
289. 

Auchmuty,  Samuel,  letters,  of,  to 
Cadwallader  Colden,  Jr.,  138- 
139;  to  Cadwallader  Colden,  297; 
cannot  recommend  Mr.  Punder- 
son,  138-139;  asks  Colden  to  pro- 
claim a  general  fast-day,  297. 

Axtell,  William,  attends  meeting 
of  governor's  council,  287. 

Aymar,  ,  229. 

Aymar,  James,  230. 

Ayscough,  Dr.,  348 


Bacon,  Edward,  member,  Board  of 
Trade,  23. 

Badew,  Isaac,  230. 

Bahama  Is.,  131. 

Bailey,  William,  230. 

Bancker,  Gerard,  agreement  be- 
tween, and  David  Colden  con- 
cerning the  work  of  the  surveyor 
general,  258-259. 

Banyar,  Goldsbrow,  account  of 
money  due  Colden  from,  47-48; 
corresponds  regularly  with  Sir 
William  Johnson,  170;  men- 
tioned, 39,  45,  49,  71,  81,  165, 
344. 

Barbadoes,  338. 

Barclay,  Thomas,  374. 

Bard,  Dr.  John,  letter  of,  to  Cad- 
wallader Colden,  mentioned, 
360. 

Barnard,  Elizabeth,  return  of  sur- 
vey of  land  granted  to,  114,  116; 
map  showing  land  of,  115. 

Barnes,  James,  230. 


Barnes,  William,  sheriff  of 
Dutchess  Co.,  348-349. 

Barre,  Isaac,  101. 

Barrington,  Viscount,  letter  of,  to 
Gov.  Tryon,  213-214;  mentioned, 
124,  147,  156,  160,  166,  243. 

Barrington,  Luke,  aliases  of,  338; 
escaped  from  jail,  338. 

Bart,  Philippe  Frangois,  369. 

Bartram,  John,  letter  of,  to  Cad- 
wallader Colden,  339-342;  jour- 
ney of,  to  Shamokin,  339; 
Colden's  son  visits,  340;  com- 
ments on  silk,  grapes,  minerals, 
340-342;    mentioned,  218. 

Bass,  Dr.  Robert,  map  showing 
land  of,  115;   mentioned,  116. 

Bass's  (tavern?),  352. 

Bay  of  Fundy,  131,  144. 

Bayard,  ,  69,  70,  89,  91. 

Bayard,  Capt.  John,  51. 

Bayard,  Nicholas,  369. 

Bayard,  Samuel,  petitions  for  con- 
firmation of  his  right  to  Wester- 
book  Patent,  276. 

Bayard,  Samuel,  Jr.,  276. 

Bayard,  Stephen,  276,  371. 

Bean,  Thomas,  231. 

Beardsley,  ,  Rev.,  138. 

Beardsley,  John,  231. 

Bedford,  373. 

Beekman,  Col.,  owns  Rhinebeck 
patent,  205. 

Beekman,  John,  229. 

Beekman,  William,  371. 

Bell,  Tom,  338. 

Bennet,  ,  310,  314. 

Bennington,  125,  256. 

Benzel,  ,  199. 

Berkley,  Bishop,  343,  365. 

Bermuda  (Somers  Islands), 
George  Bruere  governor  of,  23; 
mentioned,  22. 

Bernard,  Francis,  governor  of 
Massachusetts,  letter  of,  to 
Cadwallader  Colden,  40;  intro- 
duces Mr.  Story  to  Colden,  40. 

Bernard  township,  transferred  to 
jurisdiction  of  N.  Y.  by  charge 
in  N.  Y.-N.  H.  boundary,  40; 
grantees  of,  seek  confirmation  of 
title  to,  40. 

Berwick,  Robert  Monckton  gov- 
ernor of,  43. 

Bever,  ,  336,  337. 

Bevier,  Cornelius,  231. 

Bevis,  Dr.,  letter  to,  from  Cad- 
wallader Colden,  mentioned,  367. 

Billopp,  Christopher,  293. 
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Bills  of  Credit,  see  Paper  Cur- 
rency. 

Bishop, ,   commander  of  the 

Fortune,  131. 

Bleeker,  John,  373. 

Blundel  (Blondel),  ,  men- 
tioned, 89. 

Board  of  Trade,  letters  of,  to 
Cadwallader  Colden,  23;  to  Sir 
Henry  Moore,  95-96;  cases  of 
escheat  transmitted  to,  8;  con- 
siders question  of  appeals,  12, 
13;  sends  two  Mohawk  Indians 
to  Colden  in  N.  Y.,  23,  38; 
Colden  refers  Johnson's  land 
grant  to,  42;  sends  Gov.  Moore 
changed  instructions  about  ap- 
peals, 95-96;  promises  to  attend 
to  Indian  affairs,  111;  report 
to,  of  the  attorney,  and  the 
solicitor-general,  121-122;  Hills- 
borough appointed  to  Lord 
Clare's  place  on,  142;  recom- 
mendation of,  concerning  N.  J. 
paper  currency,  156-158;  Rich- 
ard Jackson's  report  to,  on  a  N. 
Y.  act,  204-205,  225-226;  opinion 
of,  concerning  two  N.  Y.  acts, 
225-226,  240-241;  opinion  of, 
of  king's  right  to  fix  boundaries, 
235;  reports  about  colonial 
councils  to  be  transmitted  to, 
254-255;  Col.  Ord's  memorial  to, 
petitioning  for  land,  261 ;  dis- 
cuss N.  Y.  land  department, 
268;  minutes  of,  relative  to 
petitions  for  N.  Y.  land,  274- 
281;  mentioned,  11,  17,  35,  38, 
41,  113,  119,  125,  161,  162,  166, 
238,  240,  242,  274,  349,  369. 

Bodine,  John,  371. 

Boerum,  Simon,  293. 

Boggs,  James,  return  of  survey  of 
land  granted  to,  114,  116;  map 
showing  land  of,  115. 

Books : 
Acta  Upsaliensa,  141. 
Beardsley,  Life  of  Samuel  John- 
son, 363. 
Colden,  History  of  Five  Indian 

Nations,  344,  374. 
Colden,  Principles  of  Action  in 

Matter,  361,  365,  366,  367. 
Edinburgh  Essays,  142. 
Edinburgh  Physical  and  Literary 

Essays,  364. 
James,     Medicinal     Dictionary, 

344. 
James,  Universal  History,  344. 


Kalm,  Travels  in  America,  184, 

185. 
Linnaeus,      Systema      Naturae, 

141. 
McLauren,    Newtonean    Philos- 
ophy, 345. 
Philosophical   Transactions,  141, 

186. 
Rollin,      Quintiliani      Institutio 

Oratoria,  345. 
Rollin,  Instructor  Clericalis,  345. 

Boston,  Mass.,  Stamp  Act  riots  at, 
56,  60,  61,  75;  destruction  of  tea 
at,  199,  211,  214;  tea  agent  at, 
in  danger,  203;  Parliament  pass- 
es coercive  measures  against, 
232;  lenient  measures  will  fol- 
low payment  for  tea  by,  243; 
rebels  plan  to  attack,  290;  men- 
tioned, 40,  62,  95,  134,  135,  215, 
266,  284,  286,  287,  288,  290,  291, 
293,  298,  299,  334,  344,  349,  363, 
375,  376. 

Boston  Port  Bill,  referred  to,  232, 
233,  266. 

Botany,  see  Natural  History. 

Bouquet,  Col.  Henry,  Delawares 
surrender  English  prisoners  to, 
29. 

Bradfor,  William,  the  printer,  329, 
330. 

Bradstreet,  Col.  John,  enlisted 
men  in  N.  Y.  regiment,  82;  suits 
brought  against,  for  troops'  pay, 
83. 

Bradstreet,  John,  230. 

Brandow,  William,  231. 

Bratt,  Hendrick,  229. 

Brees,  Gerrit  Tunis,  231. 

Brewster,  Timothy,  231. 

Brinckerhoff,  Jacob,  231. 

Brink.  John,  Jr.,  231. 

Bristol,  239. 

Broadhelp,  Benjamin,  captain  of 
the  Polly,  249. 

Broadway,  N.  Y.  City,  74. 

Brodhead,  Charles,  229. 

Brodhead  (Brohead),  W.,  231. 

Brodie,  Lieut.  James,  map  show- 
ing land  of,  115. 

Brohead  (Brodhead?),  W.,  231. 

Brown, ,  330,  343. 

Brown,   Mrs.  316. 

Brown,  John,  commander  of  H. 
M.  Hawke,  131. 

Bruce,  Thomas,   230. 

Bruere,  George  James,  governor  of 
Bermuda,  letter  of,  to  Cadwal- 
lader Colden,  22-23. 
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Bruyn,  Jacobus,  joins  in  purchase 
of  Newburgh  landing,  310;  men- 
tioned, 314,  315,  316,  320,  321, 
348. 

Bryan,  ship  captain,  334. 

Burnt,  Nathaniel,  231. 

Bull,  William,  326. 

Burch,  William,  commissioner  of 
customs  for  America,  135, 

Burgar,  ,  309. 

Burke,  Edmund,  letter  of,  to  the 
N.  Y.  General  Assembly,  232- 
239 ;  reports  his  efforts  to  change 
the  N.  Y.-Quebec  boundary 
provisions  in  the  Quebec  Act, 
232-239;  mentioned,  280. 

Burlington,  N.  J.,  79,  294. 

Burnet, ,    children    of,    own 

land,  318;  mentioned,  309,  343. 

Burton,  Gen.,  102. 

Butler,  ,  justice,  33. 


Caieharonda  Creek,  a  boundary  of 

Sir    William    Johnson's    patent, 

39. 
Gale,  Joseph,  229. 
Camden,   Lord,   defends   the   col- 
onies, 100. 
Campbell,  Capt.  Archibald,  275. 
Canada,  boundary   of,  settled  by 

Quebec    Act,    238;     mentioned, 

133,  150,  163,  222,  224,  225,  235, 

279,  290,  368. 
Canada  Creek,  a  boundary  of  Sir 

William  Johnson's  patent,  39. 
Canajoharie,  Sir  William  Johnson 

has  land  at,  41,  103  and  inquires 

about  survey  of,  81. 
Canajoharie    Indians,    see    under 

Indian  tribes. 
Canajoharie  Kill,  318. 
Canal,  practicability  of  a,  between 

the    Hudson    River    and    Lakes 

Champlain  and  Ontario,  197-198. 
Canton,     John,     letter     to,    from 

David  Colden  mentioned,  363. 
Cape  Breton  Is.,  vessels  stationed 

off  coast  of,  131. 
Cape  Canso,  N.  S.,  131. 
Cape  Fear,  131. 
Cape  Florida,  131. 
Cape  Henry,  131. 
Cape    North    (Cape    Breton    Is.), 

131. 
Cape  Roziers,  131. 
Cape  Sable,  N.  S.,  131. 
Caribbean     Indians,     see     under 

Indian  tribes. 


Carleton,  Guy,  letter  of,  to  Cad- 
wallader  Colden,  169;  to  return 
to  England,  169;  determines 
Quebec  boundary,  236;  desires 
Niagara  included  in  Quebec,  237 ; 
instructions  sent  to,  260. 

Carolina,  province  of,  divided,  235. 

Carye,  L.  F.,  major,  60th  Reg't., 
71. 

Catherwood,  John,  extract  of  let- 
ter from,  to  Gov.  Clinton,  349- 
350;    mentioned,  347,  353,  354. 

Catskill  Mts.,  372. 

Cayuga,  42. 

Chambers,  Capt.  247. 

Chambers,   William,  309. 

Chamier,  Mr.,  appointed  commis- 
sary of  stores,  213;  Lord  Bar- 
rington  introduces  to  Gov. 
Tryon,  213;  Tryon  recommends, 
to  Colden,  243. 

Chariot,  Collinson  orders  for  Col- 
den, 105;  bill  of  lading  for,  108- 
109;  Elliott  and  Jacob's  bill  to 
Collinson  for,  109-110;  descrip- 
tion of,  109-110. 

Charlestown,  Mass.,  286. 

Charlotte,  Queen,  announcement 
of  birth  of  son  of,  215. 

Charlotte  Co.,  N.  Y.,  petition  on 
behalf  of  Scotch  immigrants  in, 
301-304;  mentioned,  188,  197. 

Charter,  provisions  of  colonial, 
concerning  appeals,  3-4;  Kempe 
drafts,  for  Schenectady,  13-16; 
details  of  Schenectady,  14-15; 
people  of  Schenectady  apply  for, 
without  Johnson's  knowledge, 
18;  of  Schnectady  mentioned, 
26. 

Chawtakignak  Kill,  372. 

Cheechunck,  53. 

Cheescock  Patent,  204,  239. 

Chenussio,  42. 

Chenussio  Indians,  see  under  In- 
dian Tribes. 

Chetwynd,  G.,  253. 

Chippewa  Indians,  see  under  In- 
dian Tribes. 

Christian  (Christian  Henri  ck?), 
309. 

Church  of  England,  161. 

Clap,  ,  229. 

Clare,  Viscount,  Collinson  applies 
to,  in  Colden's  behalf,  129,  132; 
mentioned,    119,    124,    142. 

Clark,  George,  gov.  of  N.  Y.,  let- 
ter to,  from  Cadwallader  Colden, 
338-339;   mentioned,  372. 
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Clark,  Dr.  Thomas,  petition  of, 
to  Cadwallader  Colden  praying 
that  Scotch  immigrants  might 
take  Scotch  form  of  oath,  301- 
304. 
Claus,  Daniel,  to  be  included  in 
Sir  William  Johnson's  patent, 
17;  deputy  agent  for  Indian 
affairs,  33;   mentioned,  25. 

Claverack,   164. 

Clergymen,  corporation  for  the  re- 
lief of  widows  of,  chartered  by 
Colden,  161-162. 

Climate,  of  N.  Y.  province,  191- 
192. 

Clinton,  Miss,  351. 

Clinton,  Charles,  surveyor,  342, 
372. 

Clinton,  George,  gov.  of  N.  Y., 
letters  of,  to  Cadwallader  Col- 
den, 349-350,  355,  355-356;  to 
General  Assembly,  mentioned, 
371 ;  unaddressed  letters  of,  men- 
tioned, 371;  letters  to,  from 
John  Catherwood,  349-350;  from 
Cadwallader  Colden,  346-347, 
348-349,  350-351 ;  letters  to,  men- 
tioned, 368,  369;  Sir  William 
Johnson  complained  to,  about 
Kayaderosseras,  24;  to  leave  N. 
Y.,  350;  wishes  to  suspend 
James  De  Lancey,  350,  354; 
decides  to  remain  in  N.  Y.,  350; 
influenced  by  Chief  Justice  De 
Lancey,  355;  instructions  of,  to 
David  Colden  mentioned,  370; 
account  of  the  administration 
of,  mentioned,  371 ;  De  Lancey's 
opposition  to,  371;  mentioned, 
352,  354,  368. 

Clowes, ,  of  Goshen,  52. 

Coach,  see  Chariot. 

Cockbum,  William,  letter  to,  from 
David  Colden,  187-188;  ordered 
to  survey  land  grant,  172-173; 
asked  to  divide  land  belonging 
to  David  and  Cadwallader  Col- 
den, Jr.,  187-188. 

Cockendale, ,  315. 

Coe,  John,  293. 

Coffee  House,  N.  Y.  City,  85,  91. 

Coghnawagey  Patent,  51. 

Coke,  Sir  Edward,  cited,  3. 

Colden,  Alexander,  letters  of,  to 
Cadwallader  Colden,  72,  93-95; 
to  Sir  William  Johnson,  38-40; 
letter  to,  from  Peter  Collinson, 
118-119;  sends  the  two  Mohawk 
Indians    to    Albany,    38-39;    to 


make  map  of  Sir  William  John- 
son's land,  39;  presents  bill  to 
Cadwallader  Colden  for  postage, 
59;  waits  on  Sir  Henry  Moore 
with  a  letter  from  Cadwallader 
Colden,  93;  defends  his  father's 
stand  in  the  stamp  troubles, 
95;  return  of  survey  made 
by,  114,  116;  map  signed 
by,  115;  orders  William  Cock- 
burn  to  make  a  survey,  172-173; 
note  of,  for  payment  to  John  S. 
Miller,  185;  resigns  office  of  sur- 
veyor of  customs  in  favor  of 
his  son  Richard,  186;  reports  to 
Gov.  Tryon  on  the  physical 
features  of  N.  Y.,  191-198;  will- 
ing to  resign  office  of  surveyor 
general  in  favor  of  John  Antill, 
247;  death  of,  262;  mentioned, 
42,  117,  118,  129,  130,  136,  137, 
144,  364. 

Colden,  Alexander  (son  of 
James),  letter  of,  to  David 
Colden  mentioned,  362;  letter 
to,  from  Cadwallader  Colden 
mentioned,  367. 

Colden,  Alice  (daughter  of  Cad- 
wallader) to  visit  Elizabeth  De 
Lancey,  356-357;  illness  of,  360. 

Colden,  Alice  Christie  (daughter 
of  David),  Dr.  Auchmuty 
christens,  139. 

Colden,  Cadwallader,  opinion  of, 
on  appeals,  1-7;  refers  the  ques- 
tion of  appeals  to  the  Council, 
1,  7;  transmits  cases  of  escheat 
to  the  wrong  English  official, 
7-8,  13;  Sir  William  Johnson 
advises,  about  appointments,  8, 
9,  10;  Mohawk  grateful  to,  for 
reception,  11;  directs  Kempe  to 
draft  Schenectady  charter,  13; 
agrees  with  Johnson  on  plan  for 
Indian  affairs,  16;  Johnson  calls 
attention  of,  to  Schenectady 
boundaries,  18;  Gov.  Bruere 
asks,  to  forward  mail,  22;  two 
Indians  sent  back  to  N.  Y.  to 
the  care  of,  23 ;  Gen.  Gage 
advises,  to  inspect  defences,  27; 
Delaware  treaty  sent  to,  37; 
directs  Alexander  Colden  to 
send  the  two  Mohawk  Indians 
to  Sir  William  Johnson,  38; 
wishes  Alexander  to  make  map 
of  Johnson's  land,  39;  Gov. 
Bernard  introduces  Mr.  Story  to, 
40;     Sir    William    Johnson    to 
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share  his  land  grant  with,  41; 
Johnson  asks  advice  of,  about 
obtaining  land  grant,  42,  45; 
wishes  the  support  of  regular 
troops,  46,  57,  59;  Gen.  Gage 
sends  a  German  prisoner  to,  47; 
account  of  fees  owed,  from  the 
Secretary's  Office,  47-48;  may- 
grant  land  without  consent  of 
the  Council,  48,  49;  James 
McEvers  asks,  to  take  over 
stamps  and  to  appoint  another 
distributor,  57,  60;  bill  of,  for 
postage,  59;  presides  at  meeting 
of  the  Council  discussing  the 
Stamp  Act  difficulties,  59-69; 
takes  oath  to  enforce  the  Stamp 
Act,  64,  67,  97;  carriages  of, 
burned  by  a  mob,  64-65;  life  of 
threatened  if  he  enforce  the 
Stamp  Act,  65,  84-85,  88;  leaves 
decision  about  stamps  to  Sir 
Henry  Moore,  66,  95;  N.  Y.  City 
magistrates  request,  to  deliver 
the  stamps  to  them,  67,  69;  the 
Council  and  Gen.  Gage  advise 
to  deliver  up  the  stamps,  68,  70; 
delivers  the  stamps  to  the  city 
officials,  69,  70-71;  Major  James 
desires  presence  of,  on  arrival 
of  stamps,  72;  John  Montressor 
sends  report  to,  on  strengthen- 
ing Ft.  George,  72-73;  Jared  In- 
gersoll  requests,  to  take  care  of 
Conn,  stamps,  75,  77,  84;  Zach- 
ariah  Hood  petitions,  for  an 
asylum  in  Ft.  George,  77-78; 
Gov.  and  Council  of  N.  J.  ask, 
to  protect  stamps  for  N.  J.,  79- 
80;  Sir  William  Johnson  con- 
gratulates, on  his  firmness 
in  the  stamp  troubles,  81,  81-82; 
asked  to  order  paymasters  to 
pay  troops,  82-83;  requests 
marines  to  guard  Ft.  George, 
85-86;  in  danger  even  at  Flush- 
ing, 88;  Major  James  begs,  for 
compensation  for  his  losses  by 
fire,  89-90 ;  Maj  or  James  advises, 
to  go  to  England,  90;  king 
approved  conduct  of,  92;  Sir 
Henry  Moore  complains  that, 
fails  to  give  him  complete  in- 
formation, 93-94;  censured  for 
suspending  action  until  Gov. 
Moore's  arrival,  97;  ordered  to 
give  Gov.  Moore  information, 
97-98;  Maj.  James  questioned 
about  unpopularity  of,  99;  affair 


of  appeals  aroused  enmity 
against,  102;  retires  from  active 
affairs,  101,  104;  Collinson  orders 
chariot  for,  105;  bill  of  lading 
for  chariot  of,  108-109;  Elliott 
and  Jacob's  bill  for  chariot  of, 
109-110;  Amherst  applies  to 
Rockingham  on  behalf  of,  110; 
applies  to  the  Assembly  for  in- 
demnity, 113-114;  Assembly  re- 
fuse to  indemnify,  117;  Amherst 
advises  Collinson  not  to  print 
case  of,  117;  interested  in  the 
Equivalent  Lands,  119;  advo- 
cates vacating  large  land  grants, 
121 ;  Collinson  praises  the  con- 
duct of,  127;  Kempe  asks,  for 
letters  of  recommendation,  128; 
Collinson  interviews  Lord  Clare 
on  behalf  of,  129,  132;  Collin- 
son sends  pamphlets  to,  130; 
Lord  Mansfield  believes,  should 
not  be  neglected,  133-134;  Gov. 
Moore  asks,  for  official  letters, 
135-136;  wishes  to  keep  in- 
structions to  justify  his  conduct, 
136 ;  Grenville  introduces  motion 
in  Parliament  concerning  com- 
pensation for,  137,  145;  has 
recovered  from  the  fits,  139; 
writes  on  art  of  logic,  140;  Gov. 
Moore  ordered  to  influence  the 
Assembly  to  pay  salary  and 
losses  of,  144-145;  George  Gren- 
ville promises  to  help,  146; 
grants  charter  to  corporation 
for  relief  of  clergymen's  wid- 
ows, 161;  resumes  administra- 
tion on  Gov.  Moore's  death, 
162;  instructions  to,  concerning 
land  grants  near  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  163-164;  asks  Sir  William 
Johnson's  advice  concerning 
militia,  165;  forbidden  to  ap- 
prove paper  currency  bill,  166; 
Oliver  De  Lancey  borrows 
money  from,  171;  Lord  Dun- 
more  petitions  Gov.  Tryon  to 
force,  to  account  for  his  use  of 
all  the  governor's  perquisites, 
173-182;  elected  a  member  of 
the  Marine  Society,  182;  Kalm 
wrongly  attributes  anecdote  to, 
184;  enjoys  good  health  in  spite 
of  his  age,  184;  requests  ap- 
pointment of  his  grandson  to 
office  of  surveyor  of  customs, 
186;  owns  most  of  Skinner's 
Patent,     188;     controversy     of, 
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with  Lord  Dunmore  settled,  217 ; 
N.      Y.      administration     again 
devolves  upon,  220;  Lord  Dun- 
more  renews  suit   against,  con- 
cerning  salary   and    perquisites, 
220-221;     Lord     Dunmore     en- 
deavors to  have,  removed  from 
the      lieutenant      governorship, 
221-222;    receives    Council's    in- 
terpretation of  instructions  con- 
cerning land  grants,  222-225 ;  Mr. 
Holse  discouraged  by,  243;  John 
Antill  asks,  to  appoint  him  sur- 
veyor general,  247-248;  asked  to 
check  illict  trade  with  Holland, 
249,  254;  to  forbid  importation 
of  gunpowder,  252;  to  transmit 
to  the   Board   of  Trade  report 
about     the     Council,     254-255; 
ordered  to  prevent  choosing  of 
delegates    to    a    second    Conti- 
nental     Congress,     259;      Gov. 
Tryon  disapproves  appointment 
by,  during  good  behaviour,  262- 
263;  asked  to  influence  the  Gen- 
eral   Assembly,    273;    asked    to 
assist    Col.    MacLean,    281-282; 
Maj.  Hamilton  advised  to  con- 
sult  with,    293;    Gov.    Franklin 
asks,  to  send  him  the  resolutions 
of  the  Council,  294;   Auchmuty 
asks,  to  proclaim  a  general  fast 
dav,   297;    Maj.   Hamilton   asks 
advice   of,  297-298;   Capt.  Van- 
deput  volunteers  his   assistance 
to,    298;    Maj.    Hamilton    com- 
plains to,  of  seizure  of  regiment- 
al   baggage    by    mob,    300-301; 
petition   of  Dr.   Thomas   Clark 
praying  that  Scotch  immigrants 
might  take  Scotch  form  of  oath, 
301-304;    writes    to    his    grand- 
daughters about  womanly  mod- 
esty, 305-308;  joins  with  others 
in  purchase  land  at  Newburgh 
for  a  landing,  309-311,  314-315, 
317,  319-323;  asks  Kennedy  and 
Alexander  to  take  charge  of  the 
Weighhouse      affairs,      311-312; 
removes    Samuel    Heath    from 
the    Weighhouse,    312,    313;    to 
appoint     Obadiah     Hunt's     son 
deputy   weighmaster,   313;    anx- 
ious for  security  for  the  weigh- 
house   receipts,     313-314;     sells 
land   near  the    Mohawk  River, 
317,    319;    urges    Alexander    to 
join   in   building    a    storehouse, 
319-320,  322-323;  sends  Alexan- 


der  reflections   on   human   con- 
duct,    324-325;     comments     on 
misrepresentations     of    honesty, 
327-328;  illness  of,  328;  Alexan- 
dar  sends  paper  of,  to  Bradford 
the  printer,  329-330;  asks  Alex- 
ander  to    purchase    lumber    for 
Newburgh  storehouse,  332,  333, 
334-335;  sends  Dr.  Douglass  an 
account   of   paper   money,   337; 
wishes   to   have   Dr.   Douglass's 
letter      on      throat      distemper 
printed,    337-338;     certain    that 
Tom  Bell  was  not  Luke  Barring- 
ton,  338;  inquires  into  booksell- 
ing as  a  business  for  his  son,  345 ; 
obtains  land   for  Mrs.   William 
Cosby,    347-348;    Gov.    Clinton 
sends  John  Catherwood's  letter 
to,  394-350;  advises  Gov.  Clin- 
ton,   350-351;     Clinton    intends 
leaving  administration  in  hands 
of,  350,  354;  boundaries  of  Scho- 
harie   land   belonging   to,    men- 
tioned, 372 ;  draft  of  Schenectady 
charter  submitted  to,  373;  note 
book  of,  mentioned,  373;  account 
books    of,    mentioned,    373-374; 
accounts    of    cash,    bonds    and 
deeds  belonging  ot  the  estate  of, 
mentioned,  374. 
Colden,    Cadwallader,    mentioned, 
8,  10,  11,  12,  13,  17,  18,  21,  22, 
23,  25,  27,  28,  34,  37,  38,  39,  40, 
42,  43,  44,  45,  46,  47,  49,  51,  57, 
58,  72,  73,  74,  75,  77,  80,  81,  82, 
83,  84,  85,  86,  88,  89,  91,  93,  98, 
103,  104,  105,  107,  108,  112,  117, 
119,  126,  128,  129,  130,  133,  138, 
144,  145,  146,  147,  152,  162,  167, 
169,  171,  172,  184,  186,  187,  218, 
227,  228,  240,  243,  244,  249,  252, 
254,  255,  256,  260,  262,  263,  266, 
267,  268,  272,  274,  281,  282,  283, 
287,  291,  294,  295,  297,  298,  299, 
300,  301,  316,  321,  323,  325,  331, 
334,  335,  342,  355,  356,  357,  361, 
362,  363,  364,  365,  366,  370,  371, 
372. 
Colden,  Cadwallader,  letters  writ- 
ten by,  to 
James   Alexander,  309-310,   310- 
311,  313-315,  315-316,  317-318, 
319-321,  322-323,  324-325,  326- 
329,  331,  332,  332-333,  334-335, 
336-338,  342-343,  352-355;  men- 
tioned, 359,  367,  368. 
Mr.     Arbuthnotte,     mentioned, 
375. 
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Dr.  Bevis,  mentioned,  367. 

George  Clark,  338-339. 

George    Clinton,    346-347,    348- 

349,  350-351;   mentioned,  368, 

369. 
Alexander      Colden      (son      of 

James),  mentioned,  367. 
His    granddaughters    Alice    and 

Anne,  305-308. 
Peter  Collinson,  mentioned,  360. 
Mrs.  William  Cosby,  347-348. 
Earl  of  Dartmouth,  220-222. 
William    Douglass,    mentioned, 

368,  375,  376. 
Thomas  Gage,  69. 
Alexander    Garden,    mentioned, 

361,  367. 
Hugh  Graham,  mentioned,  375. 
Gronovius,  mentioned,  360. 
Thomas  Hooton,  mentioned,  375. 
Robert  Hunter,  mentioned,  375. 
Samuel      Johnson,      mentioned, 

363. 
Sir  William  Johnson,  164-165. 
William  Jones,  mentioned,  375. 
Archibald  Kennedy,  311-312. 
Earl  of  Macclesfield,  mentioned, 

364. 
Dr.  Mitchel,  mentioned,  360. 
Robert  Monckton,  28-29. 
Sir  Henry  Moore,  136. 
New  York  City  Officials,  70-71. 
William  Nicoll,  113-114. 
Thomas   Osborne,   344-346. 
Samuel  Pike,  mentioned,  361. 
William  Porterfield,  mentioned, 

363,  367. 
John     Rutherford,     mentioned, 

359,  368. 
William  Shirley,  mentioned,  368. 
Unaddressed,    119-121,    343-344; 

mentioned,  369. 
Robert   Whytt,  mentioned,  362, 

367. 
Colden,    Cadwallader,    letters    to, 
written  by 
James   Alexander,   329-331,   333- 

334,  mentioned,  360. 
Jeffery  Amherst,  43,  126. 
Anonymous,   84-85,   88. 
Samuel  Auchmuty,  297. 
John  Bard,  mentioned,  360. 
John  Bartram,  339-342. 
Francis  Bernard,  40. 
Board  of  Trade,  23. 
George  Bruere,  22-23. 
Guy  Carleton,  169. 
George    Clinton,     349-350,    355, 

355-356. 


Alexander  Colden,  72,  93-95. 
Michael  Collinson,  147,  152-154, 

217-218. 
Peter  Collinson,  43-44,   104-105, 

116-117,  117-119,  126-127,  129- 

130,  132-133,  137-138,   142-144. 
Henry  Seymour  Conway,  46,  96- 

98. 
Earl    of    Dartmouth,    228,    240, 

248-249,  252,  254,  254-255,  256- 

257,  257,  259,  259-260,  261-262, 

263,  269-272,  273,  273-274,  281- 

282. 
Elizabeth    Colden    De    Lancey, 

171. 
James   Duane,    172. 
Isaac  Du  Bois,  mentioned,  360. 
Benjamin   Franklin,    mentioned, 

361. 
William  Franklin,  79-80,  294. 
Thomas  Gage,  27,  34,  46,  46-47, 

57-58,  70,  82-83,   266-267,  287, 

291. 
Alexander       Garden,       139-142; 

mentioned,  363. 
Hugh  Graham,  mentioned,  374, 

375. 
Samuel  Graves,  266. 
George  Grenville,   145-146. 
Earl  of  Halifax,  12-13,  21-22. 
Isaac    Hamilton,    297-298,    299- 

300,  300-301. 
Earl  of  Hillsborough,  162. 
Zachariah  Hood,  77-78. 
Thomas  Hooton,  mentioned,  375. 
Thomas  Howard,  200-201. 
Jared  Ingersoll,  74-75,  77,  83-84. 
Thomas  James,  89,  89-90,  90-91, 

98-101. 
Samuel  Johnson,  mentioned,  363. 
Sir  William  Johnson,  8,  9-10,  10- 

11,   16-17,   17-19,   19-21,  24-25, 

25-27,  34-37,  41-42,  44-45,  49- 

51,  75-77,   80-81,  81-82,   92-93, 

101-103,  103-104,  106-107,  107- 

108,   111-112,   127-128,   149-152, 

169-171. 
Evan  Jones,  mentioned,  359. 
John   Tabor  Kempe,    13-16,   38, 

48,  49,  128-129. 
Archibald    Kennedy,    85-86,    86, 

107. 
Linnaeus,  mentioned,  360,  361. 
Earl  of  Lisburne,  163. 
Leonard  Lispenard,  182. 
Mr.  Logan,  mentioned,  375. 
James  McEvers,  56-57. 
Josiah  Martin,  295. 
Robert  Monckton,  11-12. 
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John  Montresor,  72-73. 

Sir  Henry  Moore,  135-136. 

Lord  North,  186-187. 

John  Penn,  167,  251-252,  255. 

Richard  Peters,  161-162. 

John  Pownall,  227-228,  274,  282, 

282-283. 
Edward  Sedgwick,  7-8,  22. 
Jonathan      Sisson,      mentioned, 

359. 
Alexander  Thomson,  mentioned, 

359 
William  Tryon,  226-227,  243,  262- 

263,  267-268,  272,  283. 
George  Vandeput,  298,  298-299. 
Benning  Wentworth,  28. 

Colden,  Mrs.  Cadwallader,  letter 
of,  to  James  Alexander,  316;  to 
Elizabeth  De  Lancey,  356-357; 
mentioned,  309. 

Colden,  Cadwallader,  Jr.,  letter  to, 
from  Samuel  Auchmuty,  138- 
139;  purchased  land  from  Cro- 
ghan,  187;  Cockburn  asked  to 
divide  land  of,  187-188;  to  give 
land  to  settlers,  188;  instruc- 
tions to,  as  commissary  of 
muster  rolls,  mentioned,  370; 
mentioned,  72,  139,  357,  374. 

Colden,  Cadwallader,  3rd,  231. 

Colden,  David,  letters  of,  to 
William  Cockburn,  187-188;  to 
John  Canton  mentioned,  363; 
to  Benjamin  Franklin,  183-184; 
to  Alexander  Garden  mentioned, 
362;  to  Mr.  E.  K.  mentioned, 
362;  to  Silvanus  Americanus, 
mentioned,  362 ;  unaddressed, 
mentioned,  363;  letters  to,  from 
Alexander  Colden  mentioned, 
362;  from  James  Duane,  243- 
244;  from  Benjamin  Franklin, 
185-186;  from  James  Robertson, 
290;  Collinson  thanks,  for  notes 
on  sheep  raising,  105;  daughter 
of,  christened,  139;  Collinson 
thanks,  for  notes  on  snake 
charming,  144;  James  Duane 
wishes  to  consult  with,  172;  in- 
vents a  drill  plough,  183,  184; 
doubts  Peter  Kalm's  veracity, 
184;  asks  Cockburn  to  divide 
his  land,  187-188;  to  give  land 
to  settlers,  188;  Duane  asks, 
about  Col.  Peters'  removal,  244; 
agreement  of,  with  Gerard 
Bancker  about  surveyor-general's 
work,  258-259;  appointed  sur- 
veyor-general,   262;    mentioned, 


48,  119,  127,  130,  133,  137,  138, 
220,  365,  366,  367,  374. 

Colden,  Mrs.  David,  244. 

Colden,  Jane,  357,  362. 

Colden,  John,  letter  of,  to  Peter 
Collinson,  351,  writes  on  flux- 
ions, 343;  asks  Collinson  to 
make  purchases  for  him,  351. 

Colden,  Richard  Nicolls,  appointed 
surveyor  of  customs  on  his 
father's  resignation,  186-187 ; 
mentioned,  218. 

Colden,    Thomas,    374, 

Coldengham,  105,  119,  310,  312, 
315,  316,  318,  320,  323,  329,  331, 
362,  363,  364,  372,  374. 

Coleman,  John,  230. 

Coles,  William,  231. 

Collins,  John,  373. 

Collins,  Ned,  318. 

Collinson,  Michael,  letters  of,  to 
Cadwallader  Colden,  147,  152- 
154,  217-218;  tells  of  his  fath- 
er's death,  153;  prophesies  ex- 
tinction of  bear  and  beaver,  218; 
mentioned,  248. 

Collinson,  Peter,  letters  of,  to 
Alexander  Colden,  118-119;  to 
Cadwallader  Colden,  43-44,  104- 
105,  116-117,  117-119,  126-127, 
129-130,  132-133,  137-138,  142- 
144;  letters  to,  from  Jeffery 
Amherst,  110;  from  Cadwalla- 
der Colden  mentioned,  360 ;  from 
John  Colden,  351;  Benjamin 
Franklin  visits,  43,  orders  char- 
iot for  Colden,  105,  108;  bill  to, 
for  Colden's  chariot,  109-110; 
Amherst  advises  not  to  have 
Colden's  case  printed,  117;  asks 
Amherst's  advice,  118;  sends 
compliments  to  Lady  Susan 
O'Brien,  118,  127;  attended  pri- 
vate theatricals  at  Holland 
House,  118;  interviews  Lord 
Clare  on  Colden's  behalf,  129; 
sends  pamphlets  to  Colden,  130; 
comments  on  Indian  customs, 
130,  143-144;  death  of,  153; 
David  Colden  sent  notes  to,  on 
snake  charming,  184;  John  Col- 
den asks,  to  make  purchases, 
351;  mentioned,  147,  153,  342, 
354. 

Colonies,  British,  in  America,  ap- 
peals to  the  crown  preserve 
dependence  of,  on  England,  2; 
appeals  in,  3-7;  writs  of  error 
not   extended   to,  4;    House  of 
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Commons  considers  taxation  of, 
12;  opposition  in,  to  Stamp  Act, 
56,    75;    newspapers   create   bad 
feeling  between,  and  Great  Brit- 
ain,  58,    60;    Colden    swears  to 
enforce    law    concerning    stamp 
duties  in,  64;  friends  of,  opposed 
the  passage  of  the  Stamp  Act, 
76;  Great  Britain  must  curb  the 
growing    independence    of,    76; 
importation    of    English    manu- 
factures   prohibited    by,    75-76; 
Parliament     inquires     into     op- 
position of,  to  the  Stamp  Act, 
98-100;    Parliament   votes    that, 
are  subject  to  the  laws  of  Great 
Britain,    100;    Pitt    speaks    for, 
101 ;    Stamp   Act   issue  involves 
dependence  of,   102;   should  in- 
demnify    those     who     suffered 
from   stamp    riots,    105;    should 
follow  Spanish  methods  of  sheep 
raising,  105;  plan  for  indemnity 
for  those  who  lost  property  in 
riots   in,   118;    legal   opinion   of 
the  extension  of  certain  English 
laws  to,  121-122;  question  of  sal- 
aries   of    officers  in,    postponed, 
128;      instability      of      ministry 
causes  neglect  of,  129-130;  Lord 
Hillsborough     appointed     secre- 
tary for,  132;  grain  imported  in- 
to England  from,  143;  Grenville 
wishes    to    better    relations    be- 
tween, and  Great  Britain,  145; 
letter  from  Hillsborough  to  the 
governors    of,    154-155;    no   fur- 
ther taxes  for  revenue  to  be  laid 
on,  155;  paper  currency  in,  not 
legal     tender,     157;     to     confer 
about   Indian   affairs,    165,    167; 
opposition  in,  to  tea,  199,  211; 
must   be   kept   dependent,   211; 
George  III  lays  matter  of  dis- 
turbances in,  before  Parliament, 
215,  217 ;  Parliament  promises  to 
deliberate  on  measures  to  secure 
dependence  of,  216-217;  practice 
in;  of  naturalizing  aliens  by  leg- 
islative acts,  226,  241 ;  choice  of 
peace  or  war  lies  in,  227 ;  opinion 
in   Parliament   that    growth    of, 
should  be  checked;  232-233;  un- 
wise to  check  agricultural  expan- 
sion   of,    233;    Boston   punished 
as  an   example   to,  232;    Gallo- 
way's   plan    for   union   of,   with 
Great  Britain,  245-247 ;  nominate 
deputies  to  meet  in  Congress  at 


Philadelphia,  248;   should   have 
petitioned   the   king   separately, 
248;  Galloway's  motion  concern- 
ing the  relations  between,   and 
Great  Britain,  250-251;  purchase 
military  supplies  in  Europe,  254; 
king  and  Parliament  resolved  to 
execute    the    laws    in,    257;    to 
appoint   delegates   to   a   second 
Congress,  259;  Parliament  deter- 
mined   to    preserve    dependence 
of,  263;  papers  relative  to,  laid 
before     Parliament,     263,     264; 
resolution  of  House  of  Commons 
not  to  tax  those,  which  provide 
money    for    their    own    govern- 
ment,  264,   269-272;    enter   into 
association    against   Great   Brit- 
ain, 265;   N.  Y.  Assembly  peti- 
tions Gage  as  means  of  reconcil- 
ing, with  Great  Britain,  291-293; 
hope  of  reconciliation  with,  296; 
proposal    for    securing    depend- 
ence  of,  mentioned,  371 ;    men- 
tioned,   106,   112,   146,    159,   168, 
190,  260,  289,  294. 
Colville,  Alexander,  Lord,  admiral, 
list  of  ships  in  North  America 
under  the  command  of,  131. 
Commerce,  see  Trade. 
Committee   of  Correspondence  of 
the    N.    Y.    General    Assembly, 
239. 
Concord,    Mass.,    an    account    of 
events  at,   April   19,   1775,   283- 
287. 
Congress,    see    Continental    Con- 
gress; N.  Y.  Provincial  Congress. 
Connecticut,  appeals  in,  4;  Jared 
Ingersoll    requests    that    stamps 
for,  be  kept  in  N.  Y.,  74-75,  77, 
84 ;  mob  anger  in,  against  stamp 
officers,    75,    77,    84;     Ingersoll 
forced  to  promise  not  to  distri- 
bute stamps  in,  77;  representa- 
tives   of,   vote    the    Stamp   Act 
unconstitutional,  84;  surrendered 
the      Equivalent      lands,      120; 
claims  of,  in  Pa.,  151 ;  boundaries 
between,  and  N.  Y.,  193;  act  to 
restrain  trade   and   fisheries   of,     • 
282-283;     mentioned,     185,     191, 
245,  340,  368. 
Connecticut  River,  petitions  that 
New     Hampshire     land     grants 
west  of,  be  confirmed,  124-125; 
southern    boundary    of    Quebec 
extended  to,  227 ;  mentioned,  40, 
193,  194,  195,  225,  234,  279,  280. 
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Continental  Congress,  First,  Gallo- 
way's plan  of  union  proposed  in, 
245-247,  260;  colonies  nominate 
deputies  to,  248;  doubt  of  legal- 
ity of,  248;  Galloway's  motion 
in,  introducing  his  plan  of  union, 
250-251 ;  conservative  character 
of  N.  Y.  delegates  to,  254;  calls 
for  a  second  congress,  259;  men- 
tioned, 288,  295. 

Continental  Congress,  Second, 
colonial  governors  to  prevent 
choosing  of  delegates  for,  259; 
mentioned,  294. 

Conway,  Henry  Seymour,  Secre- 
tary of  State,  letters  of,  to  Cad- 
wallader  Colden,  46,  96-98;  suc- 
ceeds Earl  of  Halifax,  46;  cen- 
sures Colden  for  postponing 
decision  until  Gov.  Moore's 
arrival,  97;  orders  Colden  to 
give  Moore  information,  97-98; 
Maj.  James  reports  Stamp  Act 
hostility  to,  98,  99;  mentioned, 
94,  101,  103,   107,  124,  127,  212. 

Cooper,  Rev.  Dr.,  138. 

Cooper,  John,  229. 

Cooper,  Thomas,  230. 

Corn,  see  Grain. 

Come,  ,  353,  354. 

Cornell,  Whitehead,  231. 

Cornwallis,  Lord,  votes  in  favor 
of  the  colonies,  100. 

Corporation  for  the  relief  of 
widows  of  clergymen,  Colden 
grants  charter  to,  161;  Richard 
Peters  president  of,  asks  Col- 
den's  continued  patronage,  162. 

Cortlandt  Manor,  map  of,  men- 
tioned, 372-373. 

Cosby,  William,  governor  of  N.  Y., 
119,  348,  368. 

Cosby,  Mrs.  William,  letter  to, 
from  Cadwallader  Colden,  347- 
348;  Colden  obtains  land  for, 
347-348. 

Cottrell,  Stephen,  149,  158,  161, 
166. 

Cowenhoven,  John,  230. 

Cox,  Joseph,  230. 

Cozine, ,  229. 

Crissy,  William,  230. 

Croghan,  George,  deputy  agent  for 
Indian  affairs,  30;  to  take  pos- 
session of  Illinois,  30;  to  make 
peace  with  the  Illinois  Indians, 
34,  42;  Shawnese  deliver  pris- 
oners to,  44;  leaves  Ft.  Pitt  for 
the  Illinois,  44;   reports  Indian 


fight  on  the  Wabash,  50;  returns 
from  successful  journey,  92; 
found  elephant's  teeth  and 
bones  near  the  Ohio,  132,  133; 
Cadwallader,  Jr.,  and  David 
Colden  purchase  land  from,  187; 
mentioned,  81. 

Crown  Point,  latitude  of,  193 ;  mil- 
itary post  to  be  reestablished  at, 
228;  7th  regiment  ordered  to, 
291 ;  mentioned,  164,  222,  344. 

Cruger,  Mr.,  239. 

Cruger,  John,  mayor  of  N.  Y., 
receives  stamped  paper  from 
Colden,  71 ;  mentioned,  93,  293. 

Cruger,  John  Harris,  attends  meet- 
ing of  governor's  council,  287. 

Cumberland  Co.,  197. 

Cunningham,  Waddell,  case  of,  vs. 
Forsey,  mentioned,  96. 

Curry,  Capt.  Archibald,  275. 

Custom  House  at  N.  Y.,  63. 

Customs,  surveyor  of.  Richard  N. 
Colden  appointed,  on  resignation 
of  his  father,  186-187. 

Customs  Commissioners,  letter  of, 
to  Sir  Henry  Moore,  134-135; 
names  of,  135;  ask  assistance  of 
all  provinces,  135;  mentioned, 
134,  135,  174,  370. 

Cuyler,  Cornelius,  371,  373. 

Cuyler,  Mr.,  of  Albany,  163. 

Dagge,  Mr.,  submits  settlement  of 
land  dispute  to  Board  of  Trade, 
278. 

Daley,  Owen,  231. 

Dalrymple,  Hugh,  commander  of 
H.  M.  sloop  Diligence,  131. 

Darlington, ,  38,  92. 

Dartmouth,  William,  Earl  of,  let- 
ters of,  to  Cadwallader  Colden, 
228,  240,  248-249,  252,  254,  254- 
255,  256-257,  257,  259,  259-260, 
261-262,  263,  269-272,  273,  273- 
274,  281-282;  to  Gen.  Haldimand, 
202-203;  to  Gov.  William  Tryon, 
188-189,  189,  201-202,  210-211, 
212,  212-213,  214,  215,  219,  295- 
296 ;  letter  to,  from  Cadwallader 
Colden,  220-222 ;  member,  Board 
of  Trade,  96,  226;  abstract  of 
Gov.  Tryon's  correspondence 
with,  after  the  Ft.  George  fire, 
198-200;  favors  David  Pryce's 
claim,  212;  Colden  asks,  to  stop 
Dunmore's  suit  against  him,  220- 
221;  Edmund  Burke  confers 
with,   about   Quebec    Act,   236; 
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mentioned,  190,  205,  217,  219, 
222,  223,  225,  227,  241,  243,  252, 
267,  268,  274,  277,  279,  280,  282, 
288,  289,  294,  305. 

Davies,  Benjamin,  captain  of  the 
Hope,  105,  108;  signs  bill  of 
lading  for  Colden's  chariot,  109. 

Davis,  David,  deposition  of,  con- 
cerning Maratanza  Pond,  55- 
56. 

Davis,  Captain  William,  carries 
letters  to  Colden  from  England, 
43,  44;  commands  ship  carrying 
stamps  to  N.  Y.,  63;  sails  from 
N.  Y.,  89. 

Deane,    ,    commander   of   the 

Mermaid,  131. 

De  Bow,  Garret,  230. 

Decker,  Lawrence,  55. 

De  Clugny,  Jean  E.  B.,  369. 

De  Forest,  John,  230. 

De  Grey,  William,  attorney-gen- 
eral of  England,  report  of,  to 
the  Board  of  Trade,  121-122. 

De  Lancey,  ,  326,  327,  337. 

De  Lancey,  Elizabeth  Colden,  let- 
ter of,  to  Cadwallader  Colden, 
171;  letter  to,  from  Mrs.  Cad- 
wallader Colden,  356-357;  bor- 
rows money  from  Colden  for  her 
son,  171 ;  Alice  Colden  to  visit, 
356-357;    mentioned,   374. 

De  Lancey,  James,  chief  justice, 
Gov.  Clinton  wishes  to  suspend, 
350 ;  question  of  suspending,  352- 
354;  influence  over  Gov.  Clin- 
ton, 355;  Mohawk  Indians  peti- 
tion, 369;  account  of  opposi- 
tion of,  to  Gov.  Clinton,  men- 
tioned, 371;  mentioned,  24,  354, 
369. 

De  Lancey,  Oliver,  present  at 
meetings  of  Governor's  Council, 
60,  61,  62,  64,  66,  287;  men- 
tioned, 48. 

De  Lancey,  Oliver  (son  of  Peter 
and  Elizabeth),  borrows  money 
from  Colden  before  leaving  for 
England,  171. 

De  Lancey,  Peter  (son  of  Eliza- 
beth Colden),  364. 

De  Lancey,  Stephen,  Sir  William 
Johnson  approves,  as  Albany 
clerk,  9;  appointed  to  succeed 
Marsh,  22;   mentioned,  10. 

Delaney,   Miss,   140. 

Delaware  River,  112,  193,  195,  196, 
245,  255,  369. 

Dellius,  Godfrey,  372. 


De  Morree,  Christian,  79. 

Denton,  Daniel,  joins  in  purchase 
and  building  of  landing  at  New- 
burgh,  324;  mentioned,  329,  330, 
372. 

De  Peyster,  Ann,  230. 

De  Peyster,  Isaac,  230. 

Despencer,  Lord,  243. 

De  Wint,  ,  230. 

Disease,  see  Medicine. 

Divorce,  instructions  to  Gov. 
Try  on  concerning,  190-191. 

Doughty  Is.,  229. 

Douglass,  Dr.,  letters  to,  from 
Cadwallader  Colden  mentioned, 
368,  375,  376;  Colden  sends, 
account  of  paper  money,  337; 
Colden  wishes  to  print  observa- 
tions of,  on  throat  distemper, 
337-338;  writes  account  of  throat 
distemper,  363. 

Drill  Plough,  David  Colden  in- 
vents a,  183,  184,  185. 

Drowned  Lands,  53,  54,  55. 

Duane,  Mr.,  119. 

Duane,  James,  letters  of,  to  Cad- 
wallader Colden,  172;  to  David 
Colden,  243-244;  wishes  to  con- 
fer with  David  Colden,  172;  in- 
tercedes for  Holse  and  Peters, 
243,  244. 

Du  Bois,  Abraham,  captured  by 
the  Esopus  Indians,  52. 

Du  Bois,  Cornelius,  deposition  of, 
concerning  Maratanza  Pond,  52. 

Du  Bois,  Hendricus,  deposition  of, 
relative  to  Maratanza  Pond,  54- 
55. 

Du  Bois,  Dr.  Isaac,  letter  of,  to 
Cadwallader  Colden  mentioned. 
360. 

Du  Bois,  Lewis,  371. 

Dunbar,  Joseph,  231. 

Duncan,  Mr.,  26. 

Dunmore,  John  Murray,  Earl  of, 
gov.  of  N.  Y.,  letter  of,  to  Wil- 
liam Smith,  172;  petition  of,  to 
Gov.  Tryon  asking  that  Colden 
account  for  his  use  of  all  the 
governor's  perquisites,  173-182; 
controversy  of,  with  Colden, 
settled,  217;  renews  suit  against 
Colden  for  salary  and  perqui- 
sites, 220-221;  try  to  have  Col- 
den removed  from  office,  221- 
222;  mentioned,  170,  172. 

Dunning,  Michael,  joins  in  pur- 
chase of  Newburgh  landing,  310, 
314,  315;  mentioned,  321,  372. 
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Dutch,   complain   of  the  minister 

at  Tappan,  346. 
Dutchess  Co.,  120,  197,  348. 

East  India  Company,  opposition 
to  importing  the  tea  of,  199, 
201,  202,  211,  214;  letter  of  di- 
rectors of,  to  Gov.  Tryon,  203; 
seeks  compensation  for  losses, 
227. 

East  River,  198,  298. 

Ecuyer,  Capt.  Simon,  map  show- 
ing land  of,  115. 

Edinburgh,  142,  366. 

Egremont,  Earl  of,  134,  135,  136. 

Electricity,  see  Science. 

Elliot,  Andrew,  262. 

Elliott  and  Jacob,  bill  of,  for 
chariot  made  for  Colden,  109- 
110. 

Ellis,  John,  141. 

Ellison,  ,  316,  319,  322. 

Emmans,  Jacobus,  230. 

England,  practice  of  appeals  in, 
1-7;  question  of  Kayaderosseras 
patent  referred  to,  19;  the  Illi- 
nois country  ceded  to,  by  the 
French,  30;  two  Mohawk  In- 
dians sent  back  _  from,  41; 
change  of  ministry  in,  43;  John 
Johnson  accompanies  Lord 
Adam  Gordon  to,  80;  must 
realize  that  dependence  of  the 
colonies  depends  on  Stamp  Act 
issue,  102;  grantees  in,  for  the 
Equivalent  lands,  119;  insta- 
bility of  ministry  in,  129-130, 
143;  Franklin's  popularity  in, 
133;  political  dissensions  in, 
142-143,  152;  bad  harvest  threat- 
ened, 143;  forced  to  import 
grain,  143;  Oliver  De  Lancey  to 
go  to,  171;  Gov.  Tryon  to  re- 
turn to,  200,  214,  219,  220;  Gov. 
Tryon  permitted  to  remain  in, 
272;  members  of  N.  Y.  Council 
go  to,  293;  biographical  notes 
of  peers  of,  mentioned,  374; 
mentioned,  3,  4,  25,  80,  88,  102, 
105,  128,  189,  192,  201,  236,  237, 
238,  247,  303,  333,  335,  354.  See 
also  Great  Britain. 
English,  Indians  fear  encroach- 
ments of,  20;  may  be  involved 
in  difficulties  by  the  Kayaderos- 
seras patent,  20-21;  Delawares 
surrender,  held  as  prisoners,  29, 
30;  Delaware  Indians'  treaty  of 
peace  with,  29-33;   Six  Nations 


accuse,  of  cheating  over  land, 
35. 

Equivalent  Lands,  Mr.  Livingston 
brings  suit  concerning,  119;  Col- 
den summarizes  history  of,  119- 
120;  mentioned,  334,  369. 

Escheat,  cases  of,  in  N.  Y.,  trans- 
mitted to  England,  7-8;  granted 
to  Rachel  Smith's  legatees,  189. 

Esopus,  309,  314,  315,  316,  336. 

Esopus  Indians,  see  under  Indian 
Tribes. 

Etherington,  Robert,  230. 

Evans's  Patent,  336,  372. 

Everett,  John,  of  Goshen,  56. 

Eyre, ,  a  German,  confined  in 

Albany    Jail,    46-47. 


Faesch,  Capt.  George,  map  show- 
ing land  of,  115. 

Fanning,  Edmund,  nominated  for 
office   of  surveyor  general,  262. 

Fanshaw,  Robert,  commander  of 
H.  M.  sloop  Speedwell,  131. 

Farquhar,  James,   71. 

Farquhar,  Dr.  William,  362. 

Fast  day,  Dr.  Auchmuty  asks 
Colden  to  proclaim  a  general, 
297. 

Fees,  account  of,  due  Colden  from 
the  Secretary's  office,  47;  Col- 
den to  be  paid,  for  Capt.  John- 
son's patent,  92;  account  of,  due 
the  N.  Y.  governor  from  the 
prerogative  court,  229;  men- 
tioned, 163.  See  also  Per- 
quisites. 

Ferguson, ,  commander  of  the 

Romney,  131. 

Fire  in  Fort  George,  N.  Y.,  198, 
200,  211,  213-214. 

Fish,  Lawrence,  229. 

Fisher,  Leonard,  230. 

Fisheries,  vessels  stationed  off 
Cape  Breton  Is.  for  protection 
of,  131;  act  to  restrain,  of  New 
England,  263,  283. 

Fitch,  ,  314. 

Florida,  vessels  stationed  off  the 

coast  of,  131. 
Florida    Indians,    see    under    In- 
dian tribes. 

Flour,  326. 

Flushing,  L.  I.,  Colden  not  safe 
at,  88;  account  of  money  ex- 
pended for  Colden's  farm  at, 
mentioned,  373;  mentioned,  34, 
57. 
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Foley,    Thomas,    commander,    H. 

M.  sloop  Escort,  131. 
Fonda,  Jellis,  231. 
Forsey,    Thomas,    case    of    Cun- 
ningham and,  mentioned,  96. 
Fort  George,  N.  Y.,  a  company  of 
regular   troops   ordered   to   gar- 
rison, 46;  Colden  asked  to  place 
stamps  in,  57,  60,  75,  80;  Coun- 
cil    considers,    sufficiently    gar- 
risoned, 61 ;   people  demand  re- 
moval    of     stamps     from,     65; 
stamps    removed    from,    67-71; 
inadvisable    to    defend,    against 
the  mob,  68,  70;    Major  James 
prepares    to    defend,    72;    John 
Montresor's    report     on    means 
of    strengthening,    73-74;    Zach- 
ariah    Hood    petitions    for    an 
asylum  in,  78;    bill   for  repairs 
in,     79;     marines     ordered     to 
guard,  86;   stamps  safe  in,  86; 
engineers'    report    on   means   of 
strengthening,      87-88;       Major 
James'  house  burned  because  he 
defended,     89-90;     latitude     of, 
192;   fire  in,  198,  200,  211,  213- 
214;    mentioned,  59,  60,  61,  62, 
63,  64,  65,  66,  68,  69,  70,  71,  85, 
87,  88,  95,  99,  165. 
Fort  Hunter,  Schenectady  wishes 
to    extend    its    boundaries    to, 
18. 
Fort    Pitt,    Indian    prisoners    sur- 
rendered at,  31,  34,  44;   Indian 
congresses      at,      42;      Croghan 
leaves,    for    Illinois,    44;    men- 
tioned, 30. 
Fort    Stanwix,    Indian   conference 

at,  149,  222. 
Fowler,   Jonathan,   229. 
Fowler,  Timothy,  231. 
Foy,   Capt.,  231. 
France,   12,   163,   222,   333. 
Frank,  Conrad,  petitions  for  land 

near  German  Flats,  45. 
Franklin,  Benjamin,  letters  of,  to 
Cadwallader  Colden  mentioned, 
361;  to  David  Colden,  185-186; 
letter  to,  from  David  Colden, 
183-184;  visits  Peter  Collinson, 
43;  Croghan  sends  elephants' 
teeth  to,  133;  to  return  home, 
133;  popular  in  England,  133; 
travels  in  Ireland  and  Scotland, 
218;  arrives  at  Philadelphia, 
294;  considers  Osborne's  books 
high  priced,  346;  mentioned, 
344,  365,  366. 


Franklin,  William,  letters  of,  to 
Cadwallader  Colden,  79-80,  294; 
asks  Colden  to  guard  stamped 
paper  for  N.  J.,  80;  asks  Colden 
for  resolution  of  the  N.  Y. 
Council,  294. 

Fraser,   Hugh,  lieut.,  78th  Reg't., 
desires  land  for  his  Scotch  im- 
migrants, 50. 
Fraser,    Simon,    petition    of,    for 
N.  Y.  land,  275;  mentioned,  50. 

Frasier,  Mr.,  may  be  an  Indian 
victim,  42. 

French,  the,  Sir  William  Johnson 
wishes,  to  remove  from  the  Illi- 
nois, 10;  seize  English  vessel  at 
Martinique,  12;  Indians  to  give 
up,  who  were  deserters,  30,  31 ; 
ceded  the  Illinois  country  to 
England,  30;  bribed  the  In- 
dians, 36;  four,  murdered  by 
Seneca  Indians,  228;  account  of 
Thomas  Williams'  capture  by, 
mentioned,  370;  mentioned,  50, 
225,   362. 

French,  ,  94,  95. 

Frere,  Hugo,  371. 

Fry,  Mr.,  39. 

Gaasbeck,  Col.,  338,  351. 

Gage,  Thomas,  letters  of,  to  Cad- 
wallader Colden,  27,  34,  46,  46- 
47,  57-58,  70,  82-83,  266-267,  287, 
291;  to  Maj.  Isaac  Hamilton, 
293;  letter  to,  from  Cadwal- 
lader Colden,  69;  advises  prep- 
arations for  defence,  27;  orders 
a  company  to  garrison  Ft. 
George,  46;  sends  a  German 
prisoner  to  Colden,  47;  offers 
Colden  military  support  sub- 
ject to  the  civil  authority,  58, 
59,  61;  John  Montresor  reports 
to,  on  means  of  strengthening 
Ft.  George,  72,  73-74;  asks 
Colden  to  give  orders  for  paying 
troops,  82-83;  must  reassure 
people  concerning  the  use  of  the 
army,  289;  petition  to,  from  N. 
Y.  Assembly  to  end  hostilities, 
291-293;  asked  to  station  no 
troops  in  N.  Y.,  292-293;  men- 
tioned, 59,  60,  62,  75,  78,  294, 
299. 

Galatian,  ,  330. 

Gale,  Samuel,  293. 

Galloway,  Joseph,  plan  of,  for 
union  of  Great  Britain  and  the 
Colonies,  245-247;  motion  of,  in- 
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troducing  the  above-mentioned 
plan,  250-251;  mentioned,  168, 
260. 

Garden,  Alexander,  letters  of,  to 
Cadwallader  Colden,  139-142; 
mentioned,  363;  letters  to,  from 
Cadwallader  Colden  mentioned, 
361,  367;  from  David  Colden 
mentioned,  362;  sends  Lin- 
naeus biological  specimens,  141; 
mentioned,  361. 

Gardiner,  David,  231. 

Gascoyne,  Bamber,  member, 
Board  of  Trade,  226,  241,  274, 
277,    280. 

Gazette,  282,  313. 

George  III,  King,  meaning  of  in- 
struction of,  concerning  appeals, 
1,  4;  appeals  to,  from  lower 
courts  and  from  American  col- 
onies, 1-7;  sends  two  Indians 
back  to  N.  Y.,  23;  determines 
N.  Y.-N.  H.  boundary,  28; 
knighted  John  Johnson,  103;  or- 
der of,  for  a  new  N.  Y.  seal,  123; 
considers  method  of  granting 
land,  154;  summary  of  speech 
of,  to  Parliament,  155;  message 
of,  to  Parliament  concerning 
disturbances  in  the  colonies, 
215,  217;  answers  of  Parliament 
to,  216-217;  Galloway's  plan  of 
relation  of,  to  the  colonies,  245- 
247;  desires  reconciliation  with 
the  colonies,  269-272,  273;  N.  Y. 
Assembly  sends  petition  of 
grievances  to,  295;  mentioned, 
64,  113,  145,  154,  158,  163,  188, 
189,  190,  208,  210,  211,  212,  214, 
227,  228,  233,  235,  240,  241,  248, 
273,  274. 

Georgia,  separated  from  Carolina, 
235;    mentioned,  245. 

German  Flats,  Oneidas  own  land 
west  of,  36;  Conrad  Frank  and 
Sir  William  Johnson  petition  for 
land  near,  45,  49-50;  mentioned, 
39. 

German,  Eyre  a,  confined  in  Al- 
bany Jail,  46-47;  a,  settled  at 
Orisco,  36;  Mohawks  wish  to 
give  land  to  some,  369. 

Germany,  133,  362. 

Gidoin,  John  Lewis,  commander, 
H.  M.  sloop  Jamaica,  131. 

Gilbert,  Aaron,  229. 

Gilchrist,  Adam,  return  of  survey 
of  land  granted  to,  114,  116; 
map  showing  land  of,  115. 


Glass,  duty  on,  to  be  removed, 
155. 

Gloucester,  Duke  of,  Maj.  James 
tells,  about  the  stamp  troubles, 
98    99. 

Gloucester  Co.,  197,  295. 

Godard,  Mr.,   105. 

Godwin,  Nathaniel,  229. 

Goff,   Peter,   230. 

Gordon,  Lord  Adam,  sets  out  for 
Albany,  39-40;  visits  Sir  Wil- 
liam Johnson,  41;  John  John- 
son accompanies,  to  England, 
80;    mentioned,    103. 

Gordon,  Harry,  engineer,  report 
of,  on  means  of  strengthening 
Ft.    George,   87-88. 

Goshen,  52,  56,  311,  314. 

Governor's  Island,   300. 

Governor's  Patent,  Sir  William 
Johnson  applies  for  warrant  of 
survey  for,  51. 

Graham,  ,  359. 

Graham,  Hugh,  letters  to,  from 
Cadwallader  Colden  mentioned, 
374,  375;  letter  of,  to  Cadwal- 
lader Colden,  mentioned,  375. 

Graham,  John,  deposition  of,  con- 
cerning  Maratanza  Pond,  51. 

Grain,  bad  harvest  of,  threatened 
in  England,  143;  England 
forced  to  import,  from  America 
and  elsewhere,  143;  some  In- 
dians made  intoxicating  drinks 
from,  143;  Mohawks  the  most 
easterly  Indians  to  plant,  143- 
144. 

Graves,  Admiral  Samuel,  letter 
of,  to  Cadwallader  Colden,  266; 
hopes  opposition  to  Great 
Britain  will  end,  266;  men- 
tioned, 266,  267. 

Great  Britain,  ambassador  of,  re- 
monstrates to  France  about 
confiscation  of  an  English  ves- 
sel, 12;  newspapers  create  bad 
feeling  between,  and  the  col- 
onies, 58,  60;  must  curb  growing 
independence  of  the  colonies, 
76;  Colden  advised  to  go  to,  90; 
Parliament  votes  the  colonies 
subject  to  the  laws  of,  100;  Pitt 
declares  Stamp  Act  broke  com- 
pact between,  and  America,  101 ; 
Grenville  hopes  to  better  re- 
lations between,  and  the 
colonies,  145;  colonial  taxing 
policy  of,  155;  N.  Y.  mer- 
chants  refuse  to   import  goods 
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from,  159;  emigration  from, 
188;  dependence  of  colonies  on; 
must  be  secured,  211,  215,  216, 
217;  Galloway's  plan  of  union 
of,  with  the  colonies,  245-247, 
250-251;  exportation  of  gun- 
powder from,  prohibited,  252, 
253;  rebellion  against,  in  Mas- 
sachusetts Bay,  265;  colonies 
enter  into  associations  against, 
265;  loyalty  of  N.  Y.  to,  267, 
268;  change  of  temper  of  N.  Y. 
toward,  288;  N.  Y.  Assembly 
petitions  Gage  as  means  of 
reconciling,  and  the  colonies, 
291-293;  proposal  for  securing 
dependence  of  colonies  on, 
mentioned,  371;  mentioned,  2, 
33,  64,  102,  113,  114,  148,  159, 
173,  179,  204,  218,  232,  242,  260, 
281,  283. 

Great    Lick,    132. 

Green,  Daniel,  229. 

Green,  P.  M.,  231. 

Grenville,  George,  letter  of,  to 
Cadwallader  Colden,  145-146; 
questions  Maj.  James  about  the 
stamp  troubles,  99;  introduces 
resolution  that  Colden  receive 
compensation,  137,  145;  wishes 
to  better  relations  between  the 
colonies  and  Great  Britain, 
145;  promises  to  help  Colden, 
146;  regarded  as  most  able 
leader,  147;  mentioned,  143,  147, 
153. 

Greville,  Charles,  member,  Board 
of  Trade,  274,  277,  279. 

Groesbeck,  Col.,  318,  332. 

Groesbeck,  Nicholas,  229. 

Gronovius,  letter  to,  from  Cadwal- 
lader Colden  mentioned,  360; 
mentioned,  360. 

Groot,    Dirck,   231. 

Guerin,  Maynard,  351. 

Guernsey  Is.,  3. 

Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  131. 

Gunpowder,  illegally  imported 
into  the  colonies  from  Holland, 
249,  254;  exportation  of,  from 
Great  Britain  prohibited,  252, 
253;  imported  into  N.  Y.  in  the 
Lady  Gage,  262. 


Haddock,  Roger,  229. 
Haldimand,   Maj.  Gen.,  letter  to, 

from  Lord  Dartmouth,  202-203; 

to   aid   the   civil   authorities  in 


case  of  tea  riots,  201,  202-203; 
mentioned,   201. 

Hale,  Sir  Matthew,  lord  chief  jus- 
tice, cited,  7. 

Halifax,  George  Dunk,  Earl  of, 
letters  of,  to  Cadwallader  Col- 
den, 12-13,  21-22;  succeeded  by 
H.  S.  Conway,  46;  mentioned, 
8,  136,  350,  354. 

Hallock,  Josiah,  229. 

Ham,   Tobias,   79. 

Hamilton,  Isaac,  Maj.,  18th  Regt., 
letters  of,  to  Cadwallader  Col- 
den, 297,  299-300,  300-301;  let- 
ters to,  from  Gen.  Gage,  293; 
receives  orders  from  Gen.  Gage, 
293;  embarks  his  men  on  the 
Asia,  299,  300;  complains  to 
Colden  of  seizure  of  regimental 
baggage,   300-301. 

Hanson, ,  joins  with   Colden 

in  purchasing  landing,  310. 

Hansen,  John,  8,  9. 

Hardenbergh,  Major,  311,  320, 
355. 

Harper,  Robert,  229. 

Harpur,  Mr.,  187. 

Harris,   ,    commander   of   the 

Aldborough,  131. 

Harris,  Richard,  231. 

Harrison,  ,  309,  334. 

Harte,  Jane,  return  of  survey  of 
land  granted  to,  114,  116;  map 
showing  land  of,  115. 

Hasbrouck,  David,  231. 

Haskol,  John,  309,  332. 

Hawk,  Peter,  230. 

Hawker,  ,  commander  of  the 

Sardine,  131. 

Hayes,  Thomas,  370. 

Haynes,  John,  231. 

Hayward,  ,  commander  of  the 

Senegal,  131. 

Hearing  (Haring,  Herring),  Col., 
346. 

Heath,  Samuel,  leaves  N.  Y.,  311, 

313,  315;  Colden  annuls  deputy- 
ship  of,  in  the  Weighhouse,  312, 
313;    owes   Colden  money,  313- 

314,  319,  322,  326;  mentioned, 
310,  314,  316,  317,  319,  323,  327, 
331. 

Heathcote,  Caleb,  371. 
Helme,  Peter,  229. 
Hemp,   340. 
Henderbergher,  Christian,  229. 

Henderson,  ,  329. 

Henlopen,  131. 

Henrick  (?),  Christian,  309. 
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Hermanus,  a  Mohawk  Indian,  23, 
38-39,  78. 

Heuretin,  Christian,  230. 

Hick,   Paul,   229. 

Hicks,  Jacob,  229. 

Highland  Indians,  see  under  Indian 
tribes. 

Hill,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Colden's 
aunt),  death  of,  343;  account 
book  of  money  received  from, 
mentioned,  373;  mentioned,  313, 
314,  316,  319,  322,  330. 

Hillsborough,  Wills,  Earl  of,  let^ 
ters  of,  to  Cadwallader  C  olden, 
162;  to  Sir  Henry  Moore,  144- 
145,  154,  158-160;  to  colonial 
governors,  154-155 ;  appointed 
secretary  for  the  colonies,  132; 
appointed  to  Board  of  Trade, 
142;  orders  Gov.  Moore  to  have 
Colden  indemnified,  144-145; 
mentioned,  23,  143,  147,  153,  156, 
166,   174,   179. 

Hilton,  H.,  commissioner  of  cus- 
toms for  America,  135. 

Hoan,  Coenrads,  231. 

Hodge,  Lyle,  229. 

Hoffman,  ,  342. 

Holdernesse,  Earl  of,  350,  354. 

Holland,  illicit  trade  between,  and 
N.  Y.,  249,  254. 

Holland,  Lord,  41, 118. 

Holse  (?),  ,  243. 

Hood,  Zachariah,  petition  of,  to 
Cadwallader  Colden  praying 
an  asylum  in  Ft.  George,  77- 
78. 

Hooper,  Mr.,  295. 

Hooton,  Thomas,  letter  of,  to  Cad- 
wallader Colden,  mentioned,  375; 
letter  to,  from  Cadwallader 
Colden,  mentioned,  375. 

Hope,  Dr.,  142. 

Horsmanden,  Daniel,  present  at 
meetings  of  Governor's  Council, 
59,  60,  61,  63,  64,  66,  68;  men- 
tioned, 94. 

House  of  Commons,  considers 
taxation  of  the  colonies,  12; 
examines  Maj.  James  and  others 
concerning  the  Stamp  Act  riots 
in  N.  Y.,  99-100;  resolved  that 
colonies  are  subject  to  laws  of 
Great  Britain,  100;  Pitt's  speech 
influences,  101,  107;  adopts  Gren-> 
yille's  resolution  about  reward- 
ing officials,  146;  Wilkes  ex- 
pelled from,  152;  answer  of,  to 
king's    message    about    disturb- 


ances in  the  colonies,  216-217 ; 
moves  not  to  tax  colonies  which 
provide  money  for  their  govern- 
ment, 264,  269-272;  N.  Y.  As- 
sembly sends  representation  of 
grievances  to,  295-296;  men- 
tioned, 76,  98,  99,  206,  217,  233, 
234,  246,  257,  273,  296. 

House  of  Lords,  stops  the  exhibit- 
ing of  two  Indians  in  London, 
23,  41;  examined  Col.  Mercer 
concerning  Stamp  Act  riots,  100; 
votes  that  colonies  should  obey 
acts  of  Parliament,  100;  answer 
of,  to  king's  message  about  dis- 
terbances  in  the  colonies,  216; 
Quebec  Bill  originated  in,  233; 
N.  Y.  Assembly  sends  memorial 
of  grievances  to,  295-296;  men- 
tioned, 76,  98,  206,  217,  234, 
257. 

Houston,  John,  229. 

Howard,  Mr.,  examined  concern- 
ing stamp  troubles  by  House  of 
Commons,  99,  but  not  by  Lords, 
100. 

Howard,  Thomas,  letter  of,  to 
Cadwallader  Colden,  200-201. 

Hudson  River,  possibility  of  water 
connection  between,  and  lakes 
Champlain  and  Ontario,  197-198; 
Colden  and  others  purchase 
property  on,  at  Newburgh,  for 
a  landing,  309-311,  314-315,  317, 
319-323;  mentioned,  119,  192, 
193,  194,  195,  196,  197,  198,  205, 
212,  236,  275,  279,  280,  309,  335, 
372. 

Hughes,  John,  N.  Y.  Sons  of 
Liberty  wish,  to  resign  as  stamp 
distributor,  95. 

Hughston,  Alexander,  230. 

Hull,  Robert,  return  of  survey  of 
land  granted  to,  114,  116;  map 
showing  land  of,  115. 

Hume,  William,  return  of  survey 
of  land  granted  to,  114,  116;  map 
showing  land  of,  115. 

Hunt,  ,  331. 

Hunt,  Benjamin,  229. 

Hunt,  Obadiah,  son  of,  to  be  ap- 
pointed deputy  weighmaster,  313. 

Hunt,  Thomas,  229,  230. 

Hunter,  Robert,  gov.  of  N.  Y., 
letter  to,  from  Cadwallader 
Colden,  mentioned,  375;  men- 
tioned, 366,  375,  376. 

Hurley,  question  of  boundary  be- 
tween, and  Kingston,  336. 
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Ilchester,  Earl  of,  referred  to  as 
desiring  land,  41. 

Illinois,  Sir  William  Johnson 
wishes  French  would  remove 
from,  10;  Delawares  promise  to 
secure  English  possession  of,  30; 
ceded  by  France  to  England,  30 ; 
Croghan  goes  to,  to  make  peace^ 
34,  42,  44,  50. 

Illinois  Indians,  see  under  Indian 
tribes. 

Illustration:  map  of  a  tract  of 
land  surveyed  for  Adam  Gil- 
christ and  others,  115. 

Immigrants,  Scotch,  Lieut.  Fraser 
leads,  to  N.  Y.,  50;  settle  on 
Sir  William  Johnson's  land,  188; 
Col.  Maclean's  influence  over, 
281;  desire  to  take  oath  in 
Scotch  way,  302-304. 

Importation,  colonies  prohibit,  of 
English  manufactures,  75-76;  N. 
Y.  merchants  form  association 
against,  of  British  goods,  159; 
of  gunpowder  forbidden, 
252. 

Impressed  sailors,  danger  of  de- 
sertion of,  86. 

Indian  affairs,  offices  of  Albany 
clerk  and  secretary  of,  should  be 
separate,  8,  9;  Dr.  Shuckburgh's 
knowledge  of,  9,  10;  Colden  and 
Johnson  agree  on  plan  for  man- 
agement of,  16;  Sir  William 
Johnson  superintendent  of,  20, 
29,  33;  George  Croghan  deputy 
agent  of,  30;  Guy  Johnson  and 
Daniel  Claus  deputy  agents  of, 
33;  new  method  of  managing, 
better  than  the  old,  36 ;  Board  of 
Trade  promises  to  attend  to, 
111 ;  necessity  for  change  in  man- 
agement of,  150;  plan  for  man- 
agement of,  mentioned,  369. 

Indian  trade,  see  Trade,  Indian. 

Indian  Tribes: 
Canajoharies,      contented,      16; 
Maybe    makes    trouble    with, 
17. 
Caribbean,  cannibalism  of,  130, 

143. 
Cayugas,  339. 
Chenussios,  surrender  prisoners, 

44. 
Chippawas,  Sir  William  John- 
son sends,  to  Pontiac,  42; 
Johnson  sends  Wabbicomoni- 
cot  with  a  party  of,  to  the 
Western  nations,  44. 


Coghnawageys,  Mohawks  tell,  of 
injustice  done  them  in 
Kayaderosseras  patent,  19. 

Delawares,  from  the  Ohio  ar- 
rive at  Indian  congress,  17,  20; 
from  the  Susquehanna  late  at 
congress,  18;  treaty  of  peace 
entered  into  by,  29-33;  names 
of  deputies  of,  33;  from  Sus- 
quehanna included  in  the 
treaty,  29 ;  division  among,  34 ; 
wish  to  treat  with  Quakers 
only,  34;  confer  with  Sir  Wil- 
liam Johnson,  34;  from  Ohio 
and  Susquehanna  subscribe  to 
peace  treaty,  35;  surrender 
prisoners,  42,  44;  to  make 
treaty  of  peace  with  Johnson, 
44. 

Esopus,  take  the  Du  Bois  family 
captives,  52;  boundary  be- 
tween, and  the  Highland  In- 
dians, 52;  boundary  between, 
and  the  Minisink  Indians,  53, 
54,  55. 

Five  Nations,  N.  Y.  includes 
country  of,  196,  236. 

Florida,  cannibalism  of,  130,  143 ; 
made  intoxicating  drinks,  143. 

Highland,  boundary  between, 
and  the  Esopus  Indians,  52. 

Illinois,  Croghan  to  make  peace 
with,  34,  mentioned,  92. 

Kickapous,  attack  Croghan  on 
the  Ohio,  50;  wish  to  concili- 
ate the  Six  Nations,  50. 

Mascoutens,  attack  Croghan  on 
the  Ohio,  50. 

Mexican,  cannibalism  of,  130, 
143. 

Mingoes,  to  make  treaty  of 
peace  with  Johnson,  44. 

Minisink,  boundaries  between, 
and  the  Esopus  Indians,  53, 
54-55. 

Mohawks,  grateful  for  Colden's 
kindness,  11;  complain  of  in- 
justice in  matter  of  Kaya- 
derosseras, 19,  20,  24,  111; 
justice  should  be  done,  21; 
present  their  case  to  the 
other  Indians,  19,  20;  two  of, 
exhibited  at  a  London  tavern 
and  sent  back  to  N.  Y.,  23; 
justice  to  be  obtained  for,  in 
the  matter  of  land,  26;  cheated 
of  their  land,  35;  twfc  of, 
from  London  reach  N.  Y.  and 
are  sent  on  to  Albany,  38,  39, 


INDEX 


395 


41;  cannibalism  of,  130;  most 
easterly  nation  to  plant  corn, 
143,  144;  petition  Lieut.  Gov. 
DeLancey,  369;  deed  of,  to 
Godfrey  Dellius,  mentioned, 
372;  mentioned,  317,  319,  320, 
326,   331,  368. 

Oneidas,  inquire  about  land 
grants  in  their  country,  36,  37 ; 
Sir  William  Johnson  to  obtain 
an  additional  tract  of  land 
from,  41;  Gov.  Moore  pur- 
chases land  from,  111. 

Onondaguas,    339. 

Ottawas,  expected  at  Johnson 
Hall,  37. 

Peruvian,  cannibalism  of,  130, 
143. 

Senecas,  Mohawks  tell,  of  in- 
justice of  Kayaderosseras  pat- 
ent, 19;  Sir  William  Johnson 
entered  into  a  treaty  with,  29; 
ambitious,  44;  two  imprisoned, 
set    free,   228. 

Shawnese,  the  Delawares  prom- 
ise to  use  their  influence  with, 
30,    31;    surrender    prisoners, 

34,  44;  give  hostages,  34;  to 
send  deputies  to  Sir  William 
Johnson,  31,  34,  42;  assist 
Croghan,  42;  to  make  treaty 
of  peace  with  Johnson,  44; 
attacked  on  the  Ohio,  50; 
Kickapous  wish  to  conciliate, 
50. 

Six  Nations,  late  at  conference, 
17,  18,  20;  Mohawks  complain 
to,  of  Kayaderosseras  in- 
justice, 19,  20;  to  agree  on 
boundaries,  32;  confer  with  Sir 
William  Johnson,  34;  com- 
plain   about    Kayaderosseras, 

35,  37;  dislike  the  Western 
Indians,  44;  Kickapous  wish 
to  conciliate,  50;  speech  to, 
mentioned,  370;  mentioned,  36. 

Stockbridge,  petition  Sir  Wil- 
liam Johnson  about  land,  21. 

Twightees,  aid  Croghan,  50. 

Western,  Sir  William  Johnson 
sends  belts  to,  42,  44;  warned 
not  to  break  the  peace,  44; 
Six  Nations  dislike,  44;  Sir 
William  Johnson  awaits  ar- 
rival of,  81;  uneasy  about 
Cobus  Maybe,  10;  French  in- 
fluence, 10;  Sir  William  John- 
son ordered  to  retrench  ex- 
penses of,  25, 16 ;  uneasy  about 


Kayaderosseras,  26;  justice  to 
be  assured,  26;  spoiled  by  the 
old    system    of    management, 
36;  land  fraudulently  obtained 
from,  36,  37 ;  agree  about  the 
boundaries     of     Sir     William 
Johnson's  land,  39;  to  be  told 
of  the  kind  treatment  afforded 
the  two  Mohawks,  41 ;  consider 
the  land  Johnson's  even  with- 
out royal    grant,    41 ;    accom- 
pany Croghan,  42,  44;  inhabi- 
tants of  Pennsylvania  arouse 
enmity    of,    42;    Sir    William 
Johnson's   plan  for  maintain- 
ing  peace    with,   44-45;    Eyre 
fights  with,  47 ;  tell  about  Ma- 
ratanza  Pond,  55-56;  Croghan 
succeeds  in  expedition  to,  92; 
Collinson  comments  on  canni- 
balism of,  130,  143,  and  intoxi- 
cation among,  143;  difficulties 
of  treaty  with,  150-151;   cede 
land    by   Ft.    Stanwix   treaty, 
154,  222,  224;  Kalm  exagger- 
ates swiftness  of,  184;   hospi- 
tality   of,    to    John    Bartram, 
339;    desire   war,   344;    go   to 
Saratoga,     355;      speech     to, 
mentioned,    370;    account    of 
Gov.   Hunter's   meeting  with, 
mentioned,    375-376;    account 
of  religion  and  government  of, 
mentioned,     375 ;     mentioned, 
11,  50,  304,  369. 
Ingersoll,  Jared,  letters  of,  to  Cad- 
wallader   Colden,   74-75,  77,   83- 
84;    distributor    of    stamps    for 
Connecticut,  75;  asks  Colden  to 
keep  the  stamps  for  Connecticut 
in  safety  at  N.  Y.,  75,  77,  84; 
forced  to  promise  not  to  touch 
the    stamps,   77. 
Ingersoll,     Mr.     James     Savage's 

solicitor,  276,  278. 
Instructions  from  the  king,  ques- 
tion concerning,  about  appeals, 
1,  4;  concerning  transmission  of 
cases  of  escheat,  7-8;  Board  of 
Trade  consider,  about  appeals, 
12,  13;  concerning  appointment 
of  officials,  21-22;  change  in 
form  of,  concerning  appeals,  95- 
96;  to  vacate  large  land  grants, 
121;  justify  Colden's  conduct, 
136;  Gov.  Moore  desires,  con- 
cerning land,  154;  concerning 
land  grants  near  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  163-164;  concerning  mili- 
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tia  acts,  165;  to  Gov.  Tryon 
concerning  naturalization  and 
divorce,  190-191,  226;  to  Gov. 
Tryon  concerning  land  grants, 
206-210,  212-213;  N.  Y.  Council 
interprets,  about  land  grants, 
222-225;  new,  concerning  land 
grants,  227;  mentioned,  28,  113, 
136,  159,  160,  161,  175,  199,  207, 
244,  260,  262,  281,  304,  305. 

Ireland,  emigration  from,  188; 
mentioned,  2,  133,  218,  283,  293, 
338 

Islay,'  Earl  of,  376. 

Isle  of  Man,  3. 

Isle  St.  Croix,  144. 

Ivers,   Hezekiah,  229. 

Izard,  Mr.,  140,  141,  142. 

Jackson,  Richard,  report  of,  to 
Board  of  Trade  on  the  legality 
of  N.  Y.  acts,  204-205,  225-226, 
240-241. 

Jacob,  James,  receives  money  for 
Colden's  chariot,   109-110. 

Jamaica,  W.  I.,  93. 

James,  Major  Thomas,  artillery 
officer,  letters  of,  to  Cadwallader 
Colden,  89,  89-90,  90-91,  98-101; 
prepares  to  defend  Fort  George 
against  stamp  riots,  72;  sails 
from  N.  Y.  on  the  Garland,  89; 
house  of,  burned  by  the  mob 
for  his  defense  of  the  stamps  in 
Fort  George,  89-90;  memorial- 
izes Colden  to  compensate  him 
for  his  loss,  89-90;  advises  Cold- 
en to  leave  N.  Y.,  90;  examined 
before  House  of  Commons  con- 
cerning the  stamp  troubles,  99; 
accusations  against,  99;  gives 
account  in  England  of  N.  Y. 
hostility  to  stamps,  98-99;  men- 
tioned, 96. 

James,  Mrs.  Thomas,  101. 

Jancoeur, ,  356. 

Jauncey,  James,  287,  293. 

Jenkins,  Lieut.  Edward,  map 
showing  land  of,  115. 

Jenyns,  Soame,  member,  Board 
of  Trade,  23,  96,  226,  241,  274, 
277,  279,  280. 

Jessup's  Purchase,  304. 

Jobs,  Samuel,  return  of  survey  of 
land  granted  to,  114,  116;  maps 
showing  land  of,  115. 

Johns,  Jenny,  199. 

Johns,  Simion,  199. 

Johns,  Solomon,  199. 


Johnson,  Mr.,  365. 

Johnson,  Capt.  Guy,  to  be  in- 
cluded in  Sir  William  Johnson's 
patent,  17;  deputy  agent  of  In- 
dian Affairs,  33;  Sir  William 
requests  land  for,  near  German 
Flats,  45,  49-50;  patent  ready 
for,  81 ;  mentioned,  10,  16,  25,  75, 
82,  92. 

Johnson,  Sir  John,  to  be  included 
in  Sir  William  Johnson's  patent, 
17;  accompanies  Lord  Adam 
Gordon  to  England,  80;  knight- 
ed, 103;  mentioned,  10,  16,  25, 
81,   106,   107. 

Johnson,  Peter,  231. 

Johnson,  Samuel,  letter  of,  to 
Cadwallader  Colden  mentioned, 
363 ;  letter  to,  from  Cadwallader 
Colden  mentioned,  363. 

Johnson,  Thomas,  56. 

Johnson,  Sir  William,  letters  of, 
to  Cadwallader  Colden,  8,  9- 
10,  10-11,  16-17,  17-19,  19-21, 
24-25,  25-27,  34-37,  41-42,  44-45, 
49-51,  75-77,  80-81,  81-82,  92-93, 
101-103,  103-104,  106-107,  107- 
108,  111-112,  127-128,  149-152, 
169-171;  letters  to,  from  Alex- 
ander Colden,  38-40;  from  Cad- 
wallader Colden,  164-165;  ad- 
vises Colden  about  appoint- 
ments, 8,  9,  10;  Cobus  Maybe 
fails  to  present  his  case  to,  10; 
believes  he  is  entitled  to  land 
grant,  11;  busy  with  public  af- 
fairs, 11;  agrees  with  Colden  on 
plan  for  Indian  affairs,  16 ;  delays 
Indian  conference  till  all  are 
present,  17-18;  lays  matter  of 
Schenectady  boundaries  before 
Colden,  18;  wishes  to  obtain 
justice  for  the  Indians  in  the 
matter  of  the  Kayaderosseras 
Patent,  20-21,  24-25,  26;  ordered 
to  retrench  Indian  expenses,  25, 
26;  treaty  of  peace  made  by, 
with  the  Delawares,  29-33;  made 
treaty  with  the  Senecas  at  Niag- 
ara, 29;  the  Shawnese  to  send 
deputies  to,  31,  34,  42;  holds 
Indian  conferences,  34,  34-35,  44; 
land  of,  surveyed,  39;  promises 
to  aid  William  O'Brien  in  se- 
curing a  land  grant,  41 ;  to  share 
his  land  grant  'with  Colden,  41; 
asks  Colden's  advice  about  ob- 
taining his  land  grant,  42;  plan 
of,   for  maintaining  peace  with 
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the  Indians,  44-45;  draws  up 
case  against  the  Kayaderosseras 
patent,  45;  requests  land  for 
Guy  Johnson,  45,  49-50;  had 
Eyre  arrested,  47;  applies  for 
warrant  of  survey  for  Governor's 
Patent,  51 ;  awaits  arrival  of 
Western  Indians,  81 ;  congratu- 
lates Colden  on  his  firmness  in 
the  stamp  troubles,  81,  81-82,  92; 
hopes  to  be  present  at  Sir  Henry 
Moore's  arrival,  82;  concludes 
Indian  treaty  at  Ft.  Stanwix, 
149,  151 ;  criticizes  plan  for 
management  of  Indian  affairs, 
149-150;  asks  advice  about  mak- 
ing a  manor  of  his  patent,  152; 
Colden  asks  advice  of,  concern- 
ing militia,  165;  Scotch  emi- 
grants settle  with,  188;  reports 
case  of  two  Seneca  Indians,  228; 
fee  for  probating  the  will  of, 
230;  mentioned,  23,  29,  32,  40, 
78,  79,  184,  355. 

Johnson  Hall,  8,  9,  10,  16,  17,  19, 
25,  27,  33,  34,  41,  44,  49,  75,  81, 
92,  101,  103,  106,  107,  111,  127, 
149,  169. 

Jolliffe,  William,  member,  Board 
of  Trade,  277,  280. 

Joncoeur,  ,  356. 

Jones, ,  230. 

Jones,  Evan,  letter  of,  to  Cad- 
wallader Colden  mentioned,  359. 

Jones,  William,  letter  to,  from 
Cadwallader  Colden,  mentioned, 
375. 

Joseph,  a  Mohawk  Indian,  23,  38, 
39,  78. 

Joseph,  Manual,  229. 

Jury,  function  of,  in  common  law, 
3;  trials  by,  in  Jersey  and 
Guernsey,  3;  relation  of  appeals 
to  functioning  of,  6. 

Kakiat  Patent,  204. 

Kalm,  Peter,  tells  exaggerated 
stories  of  America,  184,  185; 
mentioned,  360. 

Kayaderosseras  Patent,  fresh  com- 
plaints about,  to  be  laid  before 
the  N.  Y.  Council,  18,  21;  Mo- 
hawks complain  of  injustice  in 
the  matter  of,  19-21,  24,  111; 
may  involve  the  English  in 
great  difficulties,  20-21,  25,  35; 
invalid,  24;  Sir  William  Johnson 
advises  annulment  of,  24-25; 
small  tracts  granted  within  lim- 


its of,  24;  Indians  uneasy  about, 
26;  to  be  vacated,  26;  Six 
Nations  complain  of  injustice 
of,  35;  fraudulent,  37;  Sir  Wil- 
liam Johnson  draws  up  case 
against,  45;  Gov.  Moore  prom- 
ises to  redress  grievances  about, 
111;  mentioned,  36,  45. 
Keene,  Whitshed,  member,  Board 
of  Trade,  226,  241,  274,  277,  279, 
280. 
Kelly,  Daniel,  371. 
Kempe,  John  Tabor,  letters  of,  to 
Cadwallader  Colden,  13-16,  38, 
48,  49,  128-129;  drafts  a  charter 
for  the  borough  town  of  Schen- 
ectady, 13-16;  believes  the  pub- 
lisher of  the  N.  Y.  Gazette 
punishable  for  an  article  printed 
therein,  38;  Sir  William  John- 
son prepares  case  against  the 
Kayaderosseras  patent  for,  45; 
opinion  of,  concerning  granting 
of  land  without  Council's  con- 
sent, 48,  49;  to  go  to  England 
concerning  his  salary,  128;  draft 
of  Schenectady  charter  made  by, 
mentioned,  373. 

Kennedy,  Archibald,  letter  to, 
from  Cadwallader  Colden,  311- 
312;  Colden  asks  to  take  charge 
of  the  weighhouse  for  him,  311- 
312;  mentioned,  313,  317,  329, 
337,    371. 

Kennedy,  Capt.  Archibald,  letters 
of,  to  Cadwallader  Colden,  85-86, 
86,  107;  refuses  to  receive  the 
stamped  paper  on  board  his 
vessel,  67,  68,  86;  orders  marines 
to  guard  Ft.  George,  86;  com- 
mander of  the  Coventry,  131; 
mentioned,  88,  89. 

Kent,  County  of,  on  Delaware, 
112,  161,  168,  245,  369. 

Ketcham,  John,  231. 

Kilby,  Christopher,  229. 

Kinderhook,    164. 

Kinderhook  Patent,  261,  278,  372. 

King  George  III,  see  George  III. 

King's  Arms  Tavern,  N.  Y.  City,  78. 

King's  Co.,  196. 

King's  District,  minutes  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  relative  to 
claims  to,  275-281;  mentioned, 
274. 

Kingston,  N.  Y.,  question  of 
boundary  of,  336;  mentioned, 
311,  315,  318,  320,  336,  337.  See 
also  Esopus. 
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Kip,  John  H.,  230. 

Kippen,  Capt.,  313,  314. 

Kissam,  Daniel,  293. 

Kittelhuyn,    William,    371. 

Klock,  Justice,  writes  to  Sir  Wil- 
liam Johnson  about  Maybe, 
17. 

Knox,  William,  letter  of,  to  Wil- 
liam Tryon,  206;  mentioned, 
276. 

Koole,  Jacob  E.,  230. 

Lake  Champlain,  could  be  con- 
nected by  water  with  the  Hud- 
son River,  197;  mentioned,  164, 
195,  222,  227,  234. 

Lake  Erie,  237. 

Lake  Onondaga,  339. 

Lake  Ontario,  could  be  connected 
by  water  with  the  Hudson 
River,  197;  N.  Y.  jurisdiction 
extended  to,  236;  map  showing, 
mentioned,  373;  mentioned,  111. 

Lake  St.  Catherine,  survey  of  a 
land  grant  near,  114,  116;  map 
showing,  115. 

Lamontanje,   Abraham  D.,   231. 

Land,  hostilities  caused  by  Indian 
fear  of  English  encroachments 
on  their,  20 ;  Stockbridge  Indians 
petition  Sir  William  Johnson 
about,  21;  Indians  to  obtain 
justice  in  matter  of,  26;  people 
settled  on,  28;  Oneidas  inquire 
about  claims  on  their,  36,  37; 
Sir  William  Johnson  to  try  to 
obtain  additional,  from  the 
Oneidas,  41;  Gov.  Moore  pur- 
chases, from  the  Indians,  111 ; 
ceded  to  the  English  by  Ft. 
Stanwix  Indian  treaty,  154,  222, 
224;  Colden  and  others  pur- 
chase, on  Hudson  River  for  a 
landing,  309-311,  314-315,  317, 
319-323;  Colden  sells,  near  the 
Mohawk  River,  317,  319;  held 
in  Pa.  from  the  gov.  of  N.  Y., 
370;  boundaries  of  two  tracts  of, 
on  Schoharie  River  mentioned, 
372;  Indian  deed  of,  mentioned, 
372;   mentioned,  188,  369. 

Land  grants,  Sir  William  Johnson 
believes  he  deserves,  11;  Sir 
William's  sons  to  be  included  in 
his,  17;  Indians  to  make,  to 
traders  in  restitution,  32;  many 
fraudulent,  obtained  from  the 
Indians,  36-37;  Oneidas  inquire 
about,    on    their   land,    36,    37; 


boundaries  of  Sir  William  John- 
son's, run  by  Vrooman,  39; 
grantees  of  Stockbridge  and 
Bernard  seek  confirmation  from 
N.  Y.  of  their  title  to,  40;  Sir 
William  Johnson  owns,  at  Cana- 
johane,  41,  81,  103;  Sir  William 
Johnson  to  aid  William  O'Brien 
in  securing,  41,  45;  Johnson  asks 
Colden's  advice  about  obtaining, 
42;  Sir  William  Johnson  re- 
quests, for  Guy  Johnson,  45,  49- 
50;  Conrad  Frank  petitions  for, 
near  German  Flats,  45;  legal 
opinion  on  granting,  without 
consent  of  governor's  council, 
48,  49;  Lieut.  Fraser  desires,  for 
Scotch  immigrants,  50;  Sir  Wil- 
liam Johnson  interested  in  sur- 
vey of  Canajoharie,  81;  Amos 
Ogden  desires,  106;  survey  of, 
to  Adam  Gilchrist  and  others, 
114-116;  .controversy  over,  of 
Equivalent  Lands,  119;  Colden 
advocates  vacating  of  large,  120- 
121;  quit  rents  of,  120;  N.  Y. 
makes,  in  old  New  Hampshire 
grants,  124-125;  petitions  pray- 
ing confirmation  of  N.  H.,  124- 
125;  governor  of  N.  Y.  forbid- 
den to  make,  in  former  N.  H. 
land,  125-126;  provisions  for, 
south  of  the  Quebec  boundary, 
148-149;  no,  made  prior  to  In- 
dian session  valid,  154;  Lisburne 
wishes  Col.  Vaughan's,  com- 
pleted, 163;  instructions  con- 
cerning, near  Lake  Champlain, 
163-164;  to  Watts  and  Wells  to 
be  surveyed,  172-173;  belonging 
to  Cadwallader  Colden  and 
David  to  be  divided  into  lots, 
187-188;  controversy  between  N. 
Y.  and  N.  H.  over,  195;  David 
Pryce  desires,  on  Hudson  River 
in  lieu  of,  for  military  service, 
205-206;  instructions  to  Gov. 
Tryon  concerning,  206-210,  212- 
213;  Dartmouth  favors  Pryce's 
request  for,  212;  N.  Y.  Council 
interprets  instructions  concern- 
ing, 222-225;  new  instruction 
concerning,  227;  land  around 
military  posts  excepted  from, 
228;  English  opinion  that  no 
more,  should  be  made  in  the 
colonies,  233 ;  of  N.  Y.  and  N.  H. 
in  Bennington,  256;  Col.  Ord's 
petition  for,  granted,  260;   Col. 
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Ord  memorializes  for  location  of 
his,  near  Kinderhook,  261;  min- 
utes of  the  Board  of  Trade  rela- 
tive to,  in  the  King's  District, 
275-281 ;  opinion  concerning, 
304-305;  Colden  to  obtain,  for 
Mrs.  William  Cosby,  347-348; 
fixing  of  boundaries  of,  men- 
tioned, 371;  list  of  grantees  and 
boundaries  of,  mentioned,  371; 
mentioned,  82,  123,  127,  258, 
368.    See  also  Patents. 

Land's-End,   374. 

Lane,  Mr.,  313. 

Lansingh,  Abraham  A.,  229. 

Lansingh,  Garret  Abraham,  230. 

Lansing,  John,  Jr.,  239. 

Lawrie,  Capt.  Walter  S.,  activities 
of,  at  Concord,  285,  286. 

Lawrence,  ,  ship  captain,  142. 

Lay  ton,  Andrew,  229. 

Leake,  Mr.,  commissary  of  stores, 
213. 

Lee,  John,  79. 

Legal  Tender,  see  Paper  Cur- 
rency. 

Leibnitz,  361. 

Lenox,  Lady  Sarah,  acts  in  private 
theatricals  with  Lady  Susan 
O'Brien,  118. 

Leslie,  Charles,  commander  of  H. 
M.  Cygnet,  131. 

Le  Tellier,  ,  326. 

Letters  of  administration,  amount 
of  fees  due  Colden  for,  47;  fees 
for,  due  the  N.  Y.  governor,  229- 
231 

"Let  pass,"  47. 

Lexington,  Mass.,  an  account  of 
events  at,  on  April  19,  1775,  283- 
287;  news  of,  inflamed  N.  Y., 
288,  291,  292. 

Liberty  of  conscience,  petition 
begging,  for  Scotch  immigrants 
in  matter  of  form  of  oath,  301- 
304. 

Licenses  for  Indian  trade,  men- 
tioned, 18. 

Licenses  of  marriage,  amount  of 
fees  due  Colden  for,  47;  list  of 
persons  receiving,  in  1774,  229- 
231. 

Linnaeus,  Carolus,  letters  of,  to 
Cadwallader  Colden  mentioned, 
360,  361;  mentioned,  140,  141. 

Lisburne,  Earl  of,  letter  of,  to 
Cadwallader  Colden,  163;  wishes 
his  brother's  land  grant  com- 
pleted,  163. 


Lispenard,  Leonard,  letter  of,  to 
Cadwallader  Colden,  on  behalf 
of  the  Marine  Society,  182. 

Livingston,  Mr.,  introduces  mo- 
tion approving  non-importation 
agreements,  159. 

Livingston,  ,  342,  369. 

Livingston,  Henry,  230. 

Livingston,  Peter  R.,  brings  suit 
against  an  owner  of  the  Equiva- 
lent Lands,  119. 

Livingston,  Peter  Van  Brugh,  372. 

Livingston,  Philip,  to  buy  lumber 
for  James  Alexander,  335. 

Livingston  Manor,  increase  in 
size  of,  120;  mentioned,  119,  205. 

Lobb,    ,    commander    of    the 

Viper,    131. 

Logan,  ,  letter  to,  from  Cad- 
wallader Colden,  mentioned,  375. 

Logan,  William,  168. 

London,  two  Mohawk  Indians 
exhibited  at,  23;  Wilkes  stands 
for,  as  candidate  for  Parliament, 
134;  mentioned,  11,  38,  98,  103, 
104,  107,  109,  116,  117,  127,  129, 
132,  134,  141,  185,  189,  193,  226, 
247,  267,  272,  283,  303,  334,  351, 
361,  362,  367,  374. 

Long  Island,  171,  193,  196,  198. 

Loring,   Zenith,   231. 

Lott,  Abraham  E.,  231. 

Ludlow,  Gabriel,  opposed  to  Gov. 
Clinton,  347. 

Lukens,  John,  surveyor  general  of 
Pa.,  255. 

McClenachan,  John,   231. 

Macclesfield,  Earl  of,  letters  to, 
from  Cadwallader  Colden  men- 
tioned, 364;   mentioned,  364. 

McDonald,  Lieut.  James,  Colden 
may  grant  land  to,  without  the 
consent  of  the  Council,  48,  49. 

McEvers,  Charles,  370. 

McE vers,  James,  letter  of,  to  Cad- 
wallader Colden,  56-57;  resigns 
as  distributor  of  stamps  to 
escape  popular  anger,  56-57,  60; 
refuses  to  take  charge  of  stamps 
on  their  arrival,  62-63;  has  no 
instructions  about  opening  pack- 
ages of  stamps,  66. 

McGinn,  Widow,  16. 

McGinn,  Teady,  369. 

Machines,  see  Drill  plough. 

Mcintosh,  Phineas,  joins  in  pur- 
chase of  Newburgh  landing,  310, 
315;  mentioned,  314,  320,  321. 
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MacLean,  Col.  Allan,  sent  to 
America  on  secret  mission,  281; 
mentioned,  276,  277. 

McKie,  Peter,  230. 

MacKullam,  Thomas,  329. 

McMichael,  James,  229. 

McNeal,  John,  329. 

McNeal,  Roger,  230. 

Mail,  see  Postal  Service. 

Mamacating,  51,  53. 

Mansfield,   Lord,   133-134. 

Manufactures,  colonies  prohibit 
the  importation  of  English,  75- 
76;  restraint  on  agriculture 
would  increase  colonial,  233; 
silk,  340;  wine,  340. 

Map,  Alexander  Colden  to  make, 
of  Sir  William  Johnson's  land, 
39;  actual,  of  land  surveyed  for 
Adam  Gilchrist  and  others,  115; 
William  Cockburn  ordered  to 
make,  of  a  land  grant,  173;  in- 
structions to  Gov.  Tryon  con- 
cerning, of  surveys,  208;  eleven 
surveyor's,  mentioned,  372,  of 
Cortland  Manor  mentioned,  372; 
of  passage  from  Albany  to  Mon- 
treal, mentioned,  373 ;  mentioned, 
258,  318,  320,  326,  342,  343. 

Maratanza  (Maratangie)  Pond, 
depositions  relative  to  the  loca- 
tion of,  51-56. 

Marblehead,  267. 

Marbletown,  337. 

Marine  Society  of  N.  Y.,  Cadwal- 
lader  Colden  elected  a  member 
of,  182. 

Marines,  ordered  to  guard  Ft. 
George,  86. 

Maringaman,  an  Esopus  Indian, 
53. 

Markham,  John,  348. 

Marquat,  Hans  Jury,  229. 

Marriage  Licences,  see  Licences  of 
Marriage. 

Marsh,  Witham,  clerk  of  Albany 
and  secretary  of  Indian  affairs, 
9;  death  of,  22. 

Martin,  Josiah,  gov.  of  N.  C,  let- 
ter of,  to  Cadwallader  Colden, 
295;  wishes  to  locate  land  in 
N.  Y.,   295. 

Martin,    Mrs.   Josiah,   295. 

Martinique,  12. 

Martlett,  Abraham,  371. 

Maryland,  vessels  stationed  off 
the  coast  of,  131;  asked  to  ap- 
point commissioners  for  con- 
ference about  Indian  regulations, 


167;    mentioned,    112,    113,    168, 
213,  245,  375. 

Massachusetts  Bay,  appeals  in,  4; 
boundaries  between,  and  N.  Y., 
193-194;  coercive  measures  taken 
against,  232 ;  rebellion  in,  against 
Great  Britain,  265;  Royalists  in, 
encouraged  by  action  of  N.  Y. 
Assembly,  267;  act  to  restrain 
trade  and  fisheries  of,  282-283; 
news  from,  inflamed  N.  Y.,  288, 
291,  292;  strength  of  the  rebels 
in,  290;  mentioned,  191,  194,  215, 
219,  238,  245,  261,  267,  275,  278, 
283,  368. 

Mathews,  Vincent,  372. 

Maybe,  Cobus,  fails  to  present  his 
case  to  Sir  William  Johnson,  10; 
makes  agreement  about  land, 
16;  Canajoharie  Indians  object 
to,  17. 

Medicine:  Seneca  snake  root  and 
other  medicines,  141-142;  preva- 
lence of  sickness  in  N.  Y.,  333; 
Douglass  writes  on  throat  dis- 
temper, 337; 

Mentioned  in  calendar  of  un- 
printed  papers :  prescriptions, 
359,  375;  yellow  fever,  360; 
fever  epidemic,  360;  Alice  Col- 
den's  illness,  360;  plant  used  as 
cure,  362;  tar  water,  365;  snake- 
bite cure,  365;  blood  circula- 
tion, 365,  375;  nerves,  365;  heat 
of  blood,  366 ;  fever  on  board  the 
Gloucester,  374;  treatments  for 
smallpox ,  375 ;  little  progress 
made  in,  375. 

Melvill,  Mr.,  362,  364. 

Mercer,  Col.,  examined  concerning 
stamp  troubles  before  Parlia- 
ment, 99,  100. 

Michell,  C,  secretary,  East  India 
Co.,  203. 

Military  stores,  imported  into  the 
colonies  from  Holland,  249; 
Americans  buy,  in  Europe,  254; 
exportation  of,  prohibited,  282; 
account  of  expedition  to  destroy, 
at  Concord,  283-286;  mentioned, 
299. 

Militia,  N.  Y.  Assembly  passes  act 
concerning,  165. 

Miller,     ,     captain     of     the 

Edward,  128,  129. 

Miller,  John  S.,  185. 

Mingo  Indians,  see  under  Indian 
Tribes. 

Minisink,  51,  53,  54,  55. 
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Minisink  Indians,  see  under  Indian 
Tribes. 

Minisink  Patent,  54. 

Minutes  of  the  N.  Y.  Council,  pro- 
ceedings with  regard  to  stamps, 
59-69;  laid  before  the  king,  96. 

Mitchel,  John,  231. 

Mitchell,  Dr.,  letter  to,  from  Cad- 
wallader  Colden  mentioned,  360. 

Moffatt,  Dr.,  examined  concern- 
ing stamp  troubles  by  House  of 
Commons,  99,  but  not  by  Lords, 
100. 

Mohawk  River,  Schenectady 
granted  ferry  right  over,  15; 
Schenectady  wishes  to  extend 
itis  boundaries  along,  18;  a 
boundary  of  Sir  William  John- 
son's patent,  39;  Colden  sells 
land  near,  317;  mentioned,  163, 
339. 

Mohawks,  see  under  Indian  Tribes. 

Monckton,  Robert,  letter  of,  to 
Cadwallader  Colden,  11-12;  let- 
ter to,  from  Cadwallader  Colden, 
28-29;  Colden  reports  to,  of 
tranquillity  in  the  province,  28- 
29 ;  content  with  governorship  of 
Berwick,  43;  account  of  cash 
paid  to  Mr.  Watts  for,  men- 
tioned, 373;  mentioned,  29,  136. 

Money,  See  Paper  Currency. 

Montague,    Capt.,    299. 

Monthly  Review,  367. 

Montreal,  map  of  passage  from 
Albany  to,  mentioned,  373. 

Montresor,  John,  letter  of,  to 
Cadwallader  Colden,  72-73;  re- 
port of,  on  means  of  strengthen- 
ing Ft.  George,  73-74,  87-88; 
mentioned,  117,  118,  126. 

Moony,  Lieut.  David,  map  show- 
ing land  of,  115. 

Moore,  Mr.  326,  327. 

Moore,  George,  231. 

Moore,  Sir  Henry,  gov.  of  N.  Y., 
letter  of  ,to  Cadwallader  Col- 
den, 135-136;  letters  to,  from 
Cadwallader  Colden,  136;  from 
Earl  of  Hillsborough,  144-145, 
154,  158-160;  from  Board  of 
Trade,  95-96;  from  Customs 
Commissioners,  134-135;  succeeds 
Monckton  as  governor  of  N.  Y., 
43;  decision  about  stamps  left 
to,  66,  75;  Sir  William  Johnson 
hopes  to  welcome,  82;  expected 
in  N.  Y.,  66,  93:  complains  that 
Colden  gave  him  no  information 


about  the  province,  93-94;  be- 
lieves the  Stamp  Act  could  have 
been  enforced,  94-95;  Colden 
blamed  for  suspending  decision 
until  arrival  of,  97;  Colden  or- 
dered to  give  information  to,  98; 
powers  of,  98;  Assembly  will 
co-operate  with,  only  a  short 
time,  102;  buys  lands  from 
the  Indians,  111;  promises  to  re- 
dress Indian  grievances,  111; 
order  to,  to  use  a  new  seal,  123; 
ordered  not  to  grant  former 
New  Hampshire  lands,  125-126, 
127;  customs  officials  ask  for 
support  of,  134,  135;  asks  Col- 
den for  official  letters,  135-136; 
Colden  sends  letters  to,  136; 
Colden  asks,  to  return  the  royal 
instructions,  136;  ordered  to  use 
his  influence  to  have  Colden  in- 
demnified, 144-145 ;  makes  agree- 
ment about  N.  Y.-Quebec  boun- 
dary 148;  receives  order  con- 
cerning land  ceded  by  Indians, 
154;  death  of,  162;  fixed  N.  Y.- 
Quebec boundary,  236;  men- 
tioned, 96,  97,  102,  114,  165,  175, 
176,  179,  180,  220. 

Moore,   Lambert,  229. 

Morgan,  ,  commander  of  the 

Hornet,  131. 

Morgan,  Elijah,  231. 

Morrell,  Robert,  230. 

Morris,   David,   229. 

Morris,  Roger,  present  at  meetings 
of  the  Governor's  Council,  62, 
64,  66,  68,  287;  mentioned,  79. 

Morton,  John,  168. 

Moyhr,  Philip  H.,  231. 

Mullender,  Ann,  371. 

Mulligan,    Cook,    230. 

Mumford,  Benjamin,  185. 

Murderers'  Kill,  52. 

Myer,   Simon   Johnson,   229. 

Myers, ,  a  Jew,  exhibited  two 

Mohawk  Indians  at  a  London 
tavern,  23;  owes  the  Indians 
money,  38-39. 

Mynderse,  Jacobus,  elected  mem- 
ber of  Assembly  for  Schenectady, 
151. 

Nantucket,    131,   249. 

National  history,  speculation  how 
to  account  for  presence  of  ele- 
phant remains  near  the  Ohio 
River,  132;  elephants'  teeth 
from  Peru  sent  to  Royal  Society, 
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133;  David  Golden  to  send  Col- 
linson  notes  on  rattle  snakes, 
133;  moose  and  deer  horns,  133; 
Linnaeus  continues  his  dis- 
coveries in,  140;  Garden  sends 
Linnaeus  fish,  snake,  botanical 
and  other  speciments,  141 ; 
the  Carolina  siren,  141 ;  wet  sum- 
mer makes  poor  harvest,  143; 
David  Colden  sends  Collinson 
account  of  snake  charming,  144, 
184;  Franklin  sends  David  Col- 
den various  seeds,  186;  interest 
in  Priestley's  experiments  with 
air,  186;  physical  characteristics 
of  N.  Y.  province,  191-198;  un- 
usual number  of  animals  in 
Pennsylvania,  218 ;  prophecy 
that  bear  and  beaver  will  be- 
come extinct,  218;  John  Bart- 
ram's  observations  on  his  journey 
to  Shamokin,  339-340;  341; 
Bartram's  comments  on  miner- 
als, 341-342; 

Mentioned  in  calendar  of  un- 
printed  papers:  rattle  snakes, 
359;  list  of  plants,  360,  366,  376; 
desire  of  Gronovius  and  Lin- 
naeus for  plants,  360;  plantce 
ColdenhamicB,  360 ;  amorpha, 
363;  flowers,  366;  shellfish, 
366. 

Naturalization  of  aliens,  royal  in- 
structions concerning,  190-191, 
226;  Board  of  Trade's  opinion 
about  N.  Y.  act  for,  225-226,  240- 
241;  practise  of,  in  the  colonies, 
226     241 

Nef iu's,  John,  231. 

Negroes,  Delawares  to  surrender, 
30,  31;  confined  in  Albany 
jail,  47;  to  be  deported  to  the 
West  Indies,  47;  petition  to 
import,  mentioned,  369. 

Newbern,  N.  C,  295. 

Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  Cadwallader 
Colden  and  others  purchase  land 
at,  and  build  wharf  and  store- 
house at,  309-311,  314-315,  317, 
319-323;  boundaries  of  James 
Alexander's  lots  at,  320-321; 
location  of  storehouse  at,  328- 
329;  Alexander  requested  to  buy 
lumber  for  storehouse  at,  332, 
333,  334-335;  mentioned,  326,  332, 
335,  356. 

Newcastle,  County  of,  on  Dela- 
ware, 112,  161,  168,  245,  369. 

Newcastle,  Duke  of,  354. 


New  England,  vessels  stationed  off 
the  coast  of,  131 ;  people  from, 
press  Conn,  claims  in  Pa.,  151; 
petition  Johnson  about  Indian 
boundary,  151 ;  act  to  restrain 
trade  and  fisheries  of,  263,  282- 
283;  mentioned,  94,  117,  124,  127, 
130    133 

Newfoundland,  283. 

New  Hampshire,  boundaries  of, 
and  N.  Y.  determined,  28;  change 
in  boundary  transfers  two  town- 
ships from,  to  N.  Y.,  40;  peti- 
tions that  land  grants  made  by 
governor  of,  be  confirmed  as 
against  N.  Y.  grants,  124-125; 
boundaries  between,  and  N.  Y., 
194-195;  riotous  behaviour  of 
claimants  from,  199;  grants  in 
land  formerly  owned  by,  222, 
224,  225;  claims  of  Bennington 
land  under  grant  from,  256;  sug- 
gested settlement  of  land  grants 
made  by,  279-280;  act  to  re- 
strain trade  and  fisheries  of, 
282-283;  mentioned,  191,  238,  245. 

New  Haven,  Conn.,  74,  77,  83. 

New  Jersey,  Gov.  and  Council  of, 
request  Colden  to  protect  stamps 
for,  79-80;  vessels  stationed  on 
the  coast  of,  131;  order  of  king 
in  council  concerning  paper 
currency  bill  in,  156-158;  bound- 
ary between  N.  Y.  and,  settled, 
195-196;  Colden  writes  about 
paper  money  in,  337 ;  mentioned, 
168,  191,  193,  195,  196,  234,  245, 
310,  338,  349,  368. 

New  London,  Conn.,  185. 

New  Orleans,  10. 

New  Perth,  302. 

Newport,   185. 

Newspapers,  administration  abused 
in,  29 ;  print  inflammatory  articles 
concerning  the  Stamp  tax,  56, 
58,  59-60,  62 ;  N.  Y.  Council  con- 
sider it  injudicious  to  prosecute, 
because  of  stamp  articles,  62; 
should  be  prevented  from  print- 
ing seditious  articles,  82;  read 
in  the  House  of  Commons  for 
news  of  stamp  opposition,  99; 
show  opposition  to  importing 
taxed  tea,  199;  mentioned,  95, 
104. 

Newton,  Sir  Isaac,  361. 

Newton,  William,  return  of  survey 
of  land  granted  to,  114,  116;  map 
showing  land  of,  115. 
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New  York  (city),  case  of  escheat 
in,  transmitted  to  England,  7-8; 
Schenectady  charter  follows 
charter  of,  14,  15;  two  Mohawk 
Indians  returned  to,  from  Lon- 
don, 23;  people  of,  enraged 
against  the  stamp  distributor, 
56-57,  60;  magistrates  of,  fear 
no  stamp  riots  in,  61-62;  stamps 
arrive  at,  62-63;  stamp  riots  in, 
64-65,  93;  danger  of  more  dis- 
sension in,  over  stamps,  67,  68, 
70;  Common  Council  of,  re- 
quests Golden  to  deliver  stamps 
to  them,  67;  Colden  delivers 
stamps  to  magistrates  of,  on 
advice,  68-71;  Jared  Ingersoll 
wishes  Conn,  stamps  kept  at,  75, 
77;  mob  of,  threatens  Zachariah 
Hood,  77-78;  people  of,  warn 
Colden  against  executing  (the 
Stamp  Act,  84-85;  mob  burns 
Major  James'  house  in,  89-90; 
people  of,  should  restore  peace 
after  obtaining  possession  of  the 
stamps,  91 ;  deserves  punishment 
for  stamp  riots,  93;  latitude  and 
longitude  of,  192-193;  tea  agent 
at,  in  danger,  203;  disturbances 
in,  228,  244;  illicit  commerce 
between,  and  Holland,  249;  con- 
servative character  of  congres- 
sional delegates  from,  254;  in- 
flamed by  news  of  Lexington, 
288,  291,  292;  warlike  actions  in, 
288-289,  292;  royal  government 
in,  helpless,  289 ;  the  Asia  arrives 
at,  298;  four  British  regiments 
sent  to,  299;  mob  in,  seizes  bag- 
gage of  British  regiment,  300- 
301;  mentioned,  10,  16,  21,  27, 
28,  30,  34,  38,  43,  45,  46,  48,  49, 
57,  59,  60,  61,  62,  63,  64,  65,  66, 
68,  69,  70,  71,  72,  73,  74,  75,  77, 
78,  80,  81,  82,  84,  85,  88,  93,  105, 
108,  119,  127,  129,  130,  136,  138, 
142,  144,  164,  173,  182,  185,  186, 
188,  191,  192,  196,  197,  198,  205, 
211,  213,  218,  225,  227,  240,  242, 
244,  283,  287,  290,  291,  294,  297, 
298,  300,  309,  310,  311,  312,  313, 
314,  315,  316,  317,  318,  321,  323, 
324,  325,  326,  328,  329,  331,  332, 
333,  339,  343,  363. 

New  York  (province),  instructions 
to  governor  of,  concerning  ap- 
peals, 1,  4,  concerning  trans- 
mission of  escheats,  7-8,  con- 
cerning    appointments,     21-22; 


boundary  of,  and  New  Hamp- 
shire determined,  28;  change  in 
N.  H.  boundary  brings  Stock- 
bridge  and  Bernard  townships 
under  jurisdiction  of,  40;  Stock- 
bridge  grantees  seek  confirma- 
tion of  title  from,  40 ;  Sir  Henry 
Moore  becomes  governor  of,  43; 
account  against,  for  various  ex- 
penses of,  78-79;  paymasters  of, 
refuse  to  pay  certain  men,  82-83 ; 
reimburses  those  who  suffered  in 
riots,  117;  eastern  boundary  of, 
119;  divided  into  counties,  120; 
Equivalent  lands  added  to,  120; 
governor  of,  instructed  to  vacate 
large  land  grants,  121;  descrip- 
tion of  new  seal  of,  123;  land 
granted  by,  conflicting  with 
former  New  Hampshire  grants, 
124-125;  governor  of,  forbidden 
to  make  grants  of  former  N.  H. 
land,  125-126;  vessels  stationed 
off  the  coast  of,  131;  order  in 
council  concerning  boundary  of, 
and  Quebec,  147-149;  people 
from  New  England  opposed  to 
anything  benefiting,  151;  mer- 
chants of,  form  association  for 
non-importation  of  British  goods, 
159;  lack  of  currency  in,  159; 
difficulty  of  effecting  settlement 
between,  and  Quebec,  170;  de- 
scription of  situation,  boundaries 
and  physical  characteristics  of, 
191-198;  opposition  in,  to  im- 
porting taxed  tea,  199-200,  201, 
202,  211,  214;  instructions  to 
governor  of,  concerning  land 
grants,  206-210,  212-213;  adminis- 
tration of,  again  devolves  on 
Colden,  220;  leading  citizens  of, 
should  check  licentious  spirit  in, 
228;  provision  in  the  Quebec 
Act  concerning  the  boundary 
between  Quebec  and,  232-239; 
boundary  between  Pa.  and,  to 
be  determined,  251-252,  255; 
gunpowder  not  to  be  imported 
into,  252;  land  grants  of,  in 
Bennington  will  be  upheld,  256 ; 
conduct  of,  approved  by  Great 
Britain,  256-257;  David  Colden 
surveyor  general  of,  258;  Col. 
Ord  receives  mandamus  for  land 
in,  260,  261;  loyal  to  Great 
Britain,  267,  268;  minutes  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  relative  to  dis- 
puted land  claims  in,   275-281; 
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change  of  popular  temper  in, 
288;  call  for  provincial  conven- 
tion in,  289;  Assembly  asks 
Gage  to  station  no  troops  in, 
292-293;  Colden  writes  account 
of  paper  money  in,  337;  silk 
industry  encouraged  in,  340;  ac- 
count of  dissensions  in,  during 
Gov.  Clinton's  administration 
mentioned,  371 ;  mentioned,  5,  6, 
11,  13,  22,  23,  28,  43,  44,  46,  57, 
59,  62,  68,  71,  77,  84,  85,  88,  89, 
96,  114,  123,  130,  134,  145,  148, 
149,  161,  162,  163,  164,  166,  168, 
169,  173,  174,  176,  177,  179,  180, 
181,  182,  190,  201,  205,  206,  207, 
208,  209,  215,  217,  219,  220,  228, 
240,  242,  245,  255,  257,  259,  261, 
262,  263,  267,  277,  279,  280,  288, 
298,  301,  338,  368,  369,  370. 
New  York  Council,  question  of 
appeals  referred  to,  1;  Colden's 
opinion  on  appeals  sent  to,  1-7; 
can  hear  cases  on  appeal  but 
not  on  writ  of  error,  4;  orders 
Maybe  to  appear  before  Sir 
William  Johnson,  10;  proceed- 
ings of,  concerning  Schenectady 
charter,  13;  complaints  about 
Kayaderosseras  to  be  laid  be- 
fore, 18,  21;  letters  read  in,  21, 
79,  96,  123;  orders  a  writ  of 
scire  facias,  21 ;  governor  may 
grant  land  without  consent  of, 
48,  49;  minutes  of,  in  regard  to 
stamps,  59-69;  desires  Capt. 
Kennedy  to  receive  stamps,  86; 
minutes  of  laid  before  the  king, 
96;  Gov.  Moore  authorized  to 
suspend  members  of,  98;  passes 
ordinance  distributing  Equiva- 
lent lands  to  the  counties,  120; 
interprets  instructions  about 
land  grants,  222-225;  should  re- 
port state  of  the  province  to  the 
king,  244;  agree  to  having  N.  Y.- 
Pa.  boundary  determined,  251; 
report  of,  to  be  sent  to  Board 
of  Trade,  254-255;  minutes  of, 
concerning  rebellion  in  N.  Y., 
287-289;  unwilling  to  submit 
House  of  Commons  plan  to  As- 
sembly, 288-289,  294;  two  mem- 
bers of,  sail  for  England,  293; 
Governor  Franklin  wishes  the 
resolutions  of,  294 ;  Gov.  Clinton 
wishes  to  leave  administration 
to  president  of,  350;  mentioned, 
16,  24,  25,  27,  77,  94,  164,   165, 


166,  191,  204,  207,  208,  211,  242, 
243,  244,  274,  277,  280,  368,  369, 
370. 

N.  Y.  Gazette,  publisher  of,  liable 
for  an  article  printed  in,  38. 

New  York  General  Assembly, 
Mohawks,  complaints  about 
Kayaderosseras  should  be  laid 
before,  21;  provided  pay  for 
certain  provincial  troops,  82,  83; 
co-operates  with  a  new  governor 
for  only  a  short  time,  102;  Col- 
den applies  to  for  indemnity  and 
for  salary,  113-114;  refuses  to 
indemnify  Colden,  117;  Collin- 
son  asks  Amherst's  advice  about 
forcing  the,  to  reimburse  Col- 
den, 118;  act  of,  dividing  N.  Y. 
into  counties,  120;  Gov.  Moore 
ordered  to  influence,  to  reim- 
burse Colden,  144-145;  Myn- 
derse  elected  Schenectady  mem- 
ber of,  151;  Hillsborough's 
comments  on  various  acts 
passed  by,  159-160;  passes  bill 
for  paper  currency,  160,  162; 
passes  militia  act,  165;  passes 
act  appointing  commissioners  to 
confer  about  Indian  affairs,  165, 
167;  currency  bill  of,  disap- 
proved by  king  in  council,  166; 
Lord  Dunmore  ordered  not  to 
accept  salary  from,  174;  report 
on  act  of,  for  paying  boundary 
expenses,  204-205;  Board  of 
Trade's  report  on  two  acts  of, 
225-226,  240;  letter  to,  from 
Edmund  Burke  reporting  his  ac- 
tion concerning  the  Quebec  Act, 
232-239;  two  acts  of,  disallowed, 
240;  should  pay  expense  of  set- 
tling N.  Y.-Pa.  boundary,  251; 
loyal  conduct  of,  approved,  266, 
268,  272;  should  comply  with 
resolution  of  House  of  Com- 
mons, 271-272,  273 ;  N.  Y.  Coun- 
cil advises  against  submitting 
House  of  Commons  plan  to, 
288-289,  294;  members  of,  pe- 
tition Gen.  Gage  to  end  hos- 
tilities, 291-293;  sends  account 
of  grievances  to  England,  295; 
claims  rights  inconsistent  with 
authority  of  Parliament,  296; 
Gov.  Clinton's  letter  to,  men- 
tioned, 371;  mentioned,  114,  151, 
164,  175,  176,  191,  200,  242,  244, 
261,  262,  266,  274,  287,  295,  326, 
344,  354,  370. 
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New  York  Provincial  Congress, 
called,  289;   mentioned,  300. 

N.  Y.  Provincial  Troops,  Assem- 
bly made  provision  for  enlist- 
ing, 82,  83;  paymasters  refuse 
to  pay  certain  men  in,  82-83. 

N.  Y.  Supreme  Court,  see  Su- 
preme Court. 

Niagara,  Sir  William  Johnson 
made  Indian  treaty  at,  29; 
Quebec  Act  includes,  under  N. 
Y.  jurisdiction,  237;  mentioned 
37. 

Nicoll,  H.,  239. 

Nicoll,  William,  letter  to,  from 
Cadwallader  Colden,  113-114. 

Niver,  David,  231. 

Non-importation  agreements,  see 
Importation. 

Norris,  Richard,  231. 

North  America,  list  of  ships  in, 
under  Colville's  command,  131; 
gunpowder  imported  into,  from 
Holland,  254;  crisis  in,  260; 
mentioned,  29,  59,  64,  89,  93, 
101,  102,  103,  106,  114,  121,  122, 
123,  125,  126,  135,  143,  145,  155, 
161,  163,  173,  174,  175,  184,  185, 
190,  196,  199,  200,  205,  206,  207, 
213,  214,  215,  216,  218,  226,  227, 
233,  241,  245,  247,  248,  249,  256, 
257,  261,  267,  268,  272,  275,  283, 
301,  345,  360.    See  also  Colonies. 

North  Carolina,  vessels  stationed 
off  the  coast  of,  131;  Carolina 
divided  into,  South  Carolina, 
and  Georgia,  235;  mentioned, 
245,  295. 

North,  Frederick,  Lord,  letter  of, 
to  Cadwallader  Colden,  186- 
187;  Burke  confers  with,  about 
Quebec  Bill,  236;  mentioned, 
147,  238,  252. 

North  River,  74. 

Norton,  Mr.,  refuted  Mr.  Pitt's 
speech  about  the  colonies,  101. 

Nova  Scotia,  vessels  stationed  off 
the  coast  of,  131;  mentioned, 
238. 

Oath,  petition  that  Scotch  immi- 
grants might  take  Scotch  form 
of,  302-304. 

Oblong,  see  Equivalent  Lands. 

O'Brien,  Henry,  230. 

O'Brien,  Lady  Susan,  sets  out  for 
Albany,  39-40;  consults  with  Sir 
William  Johnson  about  land, 
41 ;  Collinson  sends  compliments 


to,  118,  127;  acted  in  private 
theatricals,  118. 

O'Brien,  William,  husband  of 
Lady  Susan,  Sir  William  John- 
son promises  to  aid,  in  securing 
land,  41;  mentioned,  45. 

Ogden,  Amos,  desires  a  grant  of 
land,  106;  relinquishes  desire 
for  land,  107;  mentioned,  106, 
231. 

Ogden,  Henry,  230. 

Ogilvie,  Mr.,  38. 

Ohio  Indians,  see  under  Indian 
Tribes:  Delawares. 

Ohio  River,  Croghan  attacked  by 
Indians  on,  50;  elephants' 
bones  found  near,   132. 

Oliver,  Andrew,  distributor  of 
stamps  at  Boston,  badly  treated, 
56. 

Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  7-8,  55,  197, 
347. 

Ord,  Col.  Thomas,  king  recom- 
mends petition  of,  for  land,  260; 
memorial  of,  to  the  Board  of 
Trade  petitioning  for  land  near 
Kinderhook,  261. 

Orisco,  a  German  settled  on 
Oneida  land  at,  36. 

Osborne,  Thomas,  letter  to,  from 
Cadwallader  Colden,  344-346  ; 
Colden  asks,  about  bookselling 
for  his  son,  345. 

Oswego,  236,  339. 

Owens,  ,  interpreter,  33. 

Paper,  duty  on,  to  be  removed, 
155. 

Paper  Currency,  order  in  council 
concerning  N.  J.  bill  for,  156- 
158;  colonies  cannot  issue,  as 
legal  tender,  157;  lack  of,  in  N. 
Y.,  159;  Gov.  Moore  refuses 
assent  to  N.  Y.  bill  for,  160; 
N.  Y.  bill  for,  transmitted  to 
Board  of  Trade,  162;  N.  Y.  bill 
for,  disapproved  by  king  in 
council,  166;  Colden  sends  Dr. 
Douglass  account  of,  337,  368; 
accounts  of  N.  Y.  and  N.  J., 
mentioned,  368;  mentioned,  170. 

Paris,  349. 

Paris,  Peace  of,  235. 

Parker,  ,  318,  345. 

Parliament,  extends  usage  of 
writs  of  error,  3,  4 ;  passed  Stamp 
Act  in  spite  of  opposition,  76; 
issue  of  debates  in,  uncertain, 
106;  report  on  acts  of,  concern- 
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ing  stranded  ships,  121-122; 
John  Wilkes  stands  for,  134, 
137-138;  Grenville  introduces 
motion  in,  concerning  Colden, 
137,  145;  qualities  necessary  to 
bring  about  better  relations  be- 
tween, and  the  colonies,  145; 
change  in  colonial  taxation  to  be 
proposed  in,  155;  act  of,  con- 
cerning colonial  paper  currency, 
156-157;  king's  message  to,  con- 
cerning disturbances  in  the 
colonies,  215;  answers  to  the 
king's  message,  216-217;  estab- 
lishes southern  boundary  of  Que- 
bec, 227;  Edmund  Burke's  re- 
port of  passage  of  Quebec  Bill 
in,  232-239;  place  of,  in  Gallo- 
way's plan  of  union,  246-247; 
colonies  cannot  be  represented 
in,  250-251 ;  act  of,  prohibiting 
exportation  of  saltpetre,  253;  to 
consider  the  American  crisis, 
260;  determined  to  insure  coloj 
nial  dependence,  263,  265;  papers 
relative  to  the  colonies  laid  be- 
fore, 263,  264;  act  of,  restrain- 
ing trade  and  fisheries  of  New 
England  provinces,  282-283;  N. 
Y.  resolves  to  resist  the  taxing 
claims  of,  289;  N.  Y.  claims 
rights  inconsistent  with  author- 
ity of,  296;  mentioned,  2,  64, 
66,  67,  101,  103,  112,  114,  130, 
154,  155,  156,  157,  206,  219,  227, 
228,  257,  269,  270,  271,  272,  290. 
See  also  House  of  Commons, 
House  of  Lords. 

Parmerton,  Mrs.,  316. 

Parsons,  Capt.  Lawrence,  activi- 
ties of,  at  Concord,  385. 

Passes,  amount  of  fees  due  Colden 
for,  to  Europe  and  West  Indies, 
47. 

Patent,  Widow  McGinn's,  men- 
tioned, 16;  can  be  annulled,  24; 
boundaries  of  Schenectady  to 
coincide  with  limits  of  its,  26; 
a  number  of  acres  omitted  from, 
near  German  Flats,  45;  John- 
son asks  advice  about  mak- 
ing his,  a  manor,  152;  Col. 
Vaughan's  delayed,  163;  N.  Y. 
act  for  defraying  expenses  of 
settling  boundaries  of  two,  204; 
Council's  advice  to  Colden 
about  issuing,  223,  224;  history 
of,  mentioned,  370;  rules  for 
registration  of,  mentioned,  370; 


proposals  for,  mentioned,  123; 
list  of  grantees  of,  371;  means 
of  ascertaining  boundaries  of, 
mentioned,  371.  See  also  land 
grants;  names  of  patents. 

Pawlett  (Poulett),  Lord,  votes  in 
favor  of  the  colonies,  100. 

Pawling  (Powling),  Levi,  deposi- 
tions sworn  before,  51,  52,  53, 
54,  55. 

Paxton,  Charles,  a  commissioner 
of  customs  for  America,  135. 

Pecanasink,  53. 

Pelton,  Benjamin,  231. 

Penn,  John,  letters  of,  to  Cadwal- 
lader  Colden,  167,  251-252,  255; 
certificate  that,  has  sworn  his 
oaths  of  office,  112-113;  order 
in  council  for  administration  of 
oath  of  office  to,  160-161 ;  to 
appoint  commissioners  to  settle 
N.  Y.-Pa.  boundary,  251-252; 
appoints  said  commissioners, 
255;  mentioned,  27,  168,  302. 

Penn,  Richard,  168. 

Penn,  Thomas,  168. 

Penn,  William,  3. 

Pennsylvania,  citation  from  char- 
ter of,  concerning  appeals,  3; 
inhabitants  of,  arouse  enmity 
of  Indians,  42;  John  Penn's  cer- 
tificate as  lieut.  gov.  of,  112- 
113;  Conn,  claims  in,  151;  oath 
to  be  administered  to  John 
Penn  as  deputy  governor  of, 
160-161 ;  act  of,  appointing  com- 
missioners to  confer  about  In- 
dian trade,  167-169;  unusual 
number  of  animals  in,  218;  un- 
settled boundary  of,  237,  238; 
boundary  between,  and  N.  Y. 
to  be  determined,  251-252,  255; 
Scotch  form  of  oath  permitted 
in,  303,  unsuccessful  experi- 
ments with  silk  in,  340;  lack  of 
success  with  grape  growing  in, 
341;  mentioned,  133,  191,  196, 
245,  296,  370. 

Percy,  Hugh,  Earl,  orders  re-in- 
forcemerjts  to  Lexington,  286. 

Perquisites  of  the  governor,  Lord 
Dunmore  petitions  Gov.  Tryon 
to  force  Colden  to  account  for 
his  use  of,  173-182 ;  Dunmore  re- 
news suit  against  Colden  con- 
cerning, 220-221 ;  mentioned, 
369.     See  also  Fees. 

Perry,  James,  370. 

Perth  Amboy,  N.  J.,  294. 
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Peters,  Col.,  removed  from  office, 
244. 

Peters,  Richard,  letter  of,  to  Cad- 
wallader  Colden,  161-162. 

Peters,  William,  326. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  disturbances  at, 
27;  Sons  of  Liberty  of,  should 
force  Hughes  to  resign,  95;  tea 
agent  at,  in  danger,  203;  Con- 
tinental Congress  held  at,  247, 
248,  259;  mentioned,  162,  167, 
169,  218,  251,  255,  294,  314,  346, 
362,  373.  374,  375. 

Philipse,   Adolph,   371. 

Philipse,  Frederick,  293. 

Philosophy,  Colden  writes  an  in- 
troduction to  the  study  of,  364; 
mentioned,  361. 

Pike,  Samuel,  letter  to,  from  Cad- 
wallader  Colden,  mentioned,  361. 

Pintard, ,    94. 

Pitcairn,  Major,  on  expedition  to 
Lexington  and  Concord,  284-286. 

Pitt,  William,  defends  the  colonies, 
101,  107. 

Pittsburgh,  132. 

Pontiac,  Sir  William  Johnson  sends 
belts  to,  42;  Sir  William  John- 
son awaits  arrival  of,  81. 

Port-au-Prince,  369. 

Porteous,  Capt.  John,  Colden 
threatened  with  the  fate  of, 
85. 

Porterfield,  Dr.  William,  letters  to, 
from  Cadwallader  Colden,  men- 
tioned, 363,  367;  mentioned, 
364,  367. 

Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  28. 

Postage,  bill  to  Colden  for,  59; 
bill  against  N.  Y.  for,  for  public 
letters,  78. 

Postal  Service: 

by  express,  21,  24,  26,  27,  38, 
79,  287; 

by  packet,  22,  95,  96,  101,  106, 
107,  116,  117,  118,  130,  186,  220, 
232,  247,  272,  273,  283,  298,  299; 
by  regular  post,  38,  42,  45,  78, 
92,  106,  117,  169,  187,  287,  294, 
318,  330. 

Post  Office  at  N.  Y.,  change  in 
officials  of,  247. 

Potts,  Henry,  105. 

Pownall,  John,  letters  of,  to  Cad- 
wallader Colden,  227-228,  274, 
282,  282-283;  to  William  Tryon, 
190,  217,  219;  letter  to,  from 
David  Pryce,  205-296;  asked  to 
use    his    influence    for    David 


Pryce,  205-296;  Burke  confers 
with,  about  Quebec  Bill,  236; 
mentioned,  8,  121,  153,  204,  212, 
243,  260,  281. 

Pra, ,  309,  310. 

Pratt,  Thomas,  230. 

Prerogative  Court,  N.  Y.,  account 
of  fees  received  in,  for  marriage 
licenses,  etc.,  229-231. 

Preston,  ,  38-39. 

Pringle,  Thomas,  return  of  survey 
of  land  granted  to,  114,  116; 
map  showing  land  of,  115. 

Priestley,  Joseph,  186. 

Printing,  Colden  writes  on  new 
method  of,  363. 

Privy  Council,  appeals  to  the  king 
in,  3,  5;  order  of,  concerning  N. 
H.-N.  Y.  land  grants,  124-126; 
order  of,  concerning  N.  Y.-Que- 
bec  boundary,  147-149;  order  of, 
concerning  N.  J.  paper  currency 
bill,  156-158;  order  of,  for  ad- 
ministering oath  of  office  to  John 
Penn,  160-161;  order  of,  forbid- 
ding N.  Y.  currency  bill,  166; 
disallows  naturalization  and 
divorce  laws,  190,  226,  241;  dis- 
allows N.  Y.  act  punishing  tres- 
pass, 240,  242;  forbids  exporta- 
tion of  gunpowder  from  Great 
Britain,  252,  253;  mentioned,  21, 
22,  48,  49,  98,  112,  123,  136,  154, 
160,  188,  194,  207,  208,  210,  213, 
221,  223,  275,  277,  280,  303. 

Probates  of  wills,  amount  of  fees 
due  Colden  for,  47;  account  of 
fees  for,  due  the  N.  Y.  governor, 
229-231 

Proctor,  Sir  W.  B.,  152. 

Providence,  R.  I.,  338. 

Providence  Plantations,  act  to  re- 
strain trade  and  fisheries  of,  282- 
283. 

Provoost,  David,  310,  321,  329. 

Pryce,  David,  letter  of,  to  John 
Pownall,  205-206;  military  serv- 
ice of,  205;  requests  grant  of 
land  on  Hudson  River,  205-206; 
Dartmouth  asks  Tryon  to  grant 
request  of,  212. 

Punderson,       ,       Rev.,       Dr. 

Auchmuty  cannot  recommend, 
138-139. 

Funds,  Jeremiah,  231. 

Purdy,  Joshua,  231. 

Quebec,  order  in  council  concern- 
ing boundary  of,  and  N.  Y.,  147- 
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149;  difficulty  of  effecting  set- 
tlement between,  and  N.  Y., 
170;  southern  boundary  of,  ex- 
tended to  Connecticut  River, 
227;  provisions  in  the  Quebec 
Act  concerning  the  boundary  be- 
tween, and  N.  Y.,  232-239;  map 
showing,  mentioned,  373;  men- 
tioned, 169,  191,  260. 

Quebec  Bill,  227;  Edmund  Burke's 
report  on  the  provisions  in,  con- 
cerning the  N.  Y.-Quebec  boun- 
dary, 232-239;  mentioned,  227, 
266. 

Queens  Co.,  196. 

Quit  rents,  for  land  grants,  120- 
121,  149,  188,  207,  209,  279,  369, 
370;  Col.  Skene  petitions  for 
remission  of,  219. 


Rapalje,  John,  293. 

Read,  Col.,  280. 

Reade,  John,  230. 

Reade,  Joseph,  present  at  meetings 

of    Governor's    Council,    60,    61, 

62,   63,   64,   66,   68;    mentioned, 

93. 
Regiments,  British: 

4th,  285. 

7th,  290,  291. 

10th,  283,  284,  285. 

14th  (?),  290. 

18th    or   Royal   Irish,    293,    298, 
300,  301. 

43rd,   285. 

60th  or  Royal  American,  71. 

78th  or   Fraser's,  50. 

Royal,  of  Artillery,  261. 
Reid,  Mr.,  361. 
Remsen,  Garrett,  230. 
Rensselaerwick,  261,  278. 
Rhinebeck,  205. 
Rhode  Island,  act  to  restrain  trade 

and  fisheries  of,  282-283;   men- 
tioned, 245,  314,  338. 
Rice,   George,  member,  Board   of 

Trade,  23. 

Richards,  ,  93. 

Richards,  Elizabeth,  231. 
Richmond  Co.,  N.  Y.,  196. 
Richmond,  Duke  of,  133. 
Rittenhouse,  David,  255. 
Riverhead,  110,  126. 
Roberts,  John,  member,  Board  of 

Trade,  96. 
Robertson,  Lieut.,  266. 
Robertson,   James,    letter    of,    to 

David  Colden,  290. 


Robertson,  James,  lieut.  col.,  letter 
to,  from  George  Ross,  133-134; 
mentioned,  43. 

Robinson,  George,  229. 

Robinson,  Samuel,  petition  that 
New  Hampshire  land  grants  be 
confirmed  as  against  N.  Y. 
grants,  125. 

Robinson,  T.  William,  a  commis- 
sioner of  customs  for  America, 
135. 

Roche,  Villars,  an  alias  of  Luke 
Barrington,  q.  v. 

Rochester  (Ulster  Co.),  53,  337. 

Rockingham,  Charles,  marquis  of, 
Amherst  applies  to,  on  behalf 
of  Colden,  110;  objects  to  re- 
straining the  agricultural  expan- 
sion  of  the   colonies,  233. 

Rodman,  William,  168. 

Roger,  Elias,  230. 

Roosevelt,  ,  229. 

Rosakrans,  Alexander,  53. 

Rosakrans,  Hermanus,  deposition 
of,  concerning  Maratanza  Pond, 
53-54. 

Ross,  George,  letter  of,  to  James 
Robertson,  133-134. 

Ross,  John,  168. 

Royal  Society,  elephant  teeth  sent 
to,  133;  mentioned,  141,  361. 

Rutherford,  John,  letters  to,  from 
Cadwallader  Colden,  mentioned, 
359,  368. 

Rutsen,  Jacob,  371. 

Rutsen,  John,  371. 

Ryder,  James,  229. 


St.  Augustine,  290. 

St.  Eustatia,  249. 

St.  James's,  7,  12,  21,  46,  96,  123, 

124,  147,  156,  160,  163,  166,  190, 

206,  241,  252. 
St.  John,  ,  commander  of  the 

Garland,  131. 
St.  John's  River,   144. 
St.  Lawrence  River,  195. 
Salary,  question  of,  for  governor 

and  lieut.-governor  of  N.  Y.,  173- 

176;      Dunmore      renews      suit 

against  Colden  concerning,  220- 

221;   mentioned,  369. 
Salisbury,  Francis,  372. 
Salisbury,  Humphry,  313. 
Salisbury,  Silvester,  surveyor,  372. 
Sands,  Cornwell,  vessel  of,  seized 

by  the  French  at  Martinique,  12. 
Sandy  Hook,  89,  131,  192,  195,  197. 
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Saratoga,  355;  sketch  of  fort  at, 
mentioned,  373. 

Savage,  James,  petitions  for  land, 
276;  agrees  to  land  settlement, 
278;  mentioned,  276,  281. 

Scatari  Is.,  131. 

Schenectady,  Kempe  drafts  a  char- 
ter for  the  borough  town  of, 
13-16;  details  of  the  charter  of, 
14-15;  people  of,  wish  to  extend 
boundaries,  18;  charter  of,  men- 
tioned, 26;  result  of  election  at, 
151;  draft  of  charter  for,  men- 
tioned, 373;  mentioned,  225,  240, 
242. 

Schoharie,  journals  of  surveys 
made  in,  372. 

Schoharie  River,  372. 

Schoonmaker,  David,  230. 

Schuyler,  John,  Jr.,  371. 

Schuyler,  Peter,  371. 

Schuyler,  Col.  Philip,  165. 

Science,  compass  variation,  342; 
John  Golden  writes  about  flux- 
ions,  343. 

Mentioned  in  calendar  of  un- 
printed  papers:  fluxions,  359; 
light,  359,  361,  362,  363,  365,  366, 
367;  astronomy,  360;  essay  on 
quantity,  361;  electrical  attrac- 
tion, 361,  363;  winds,  361;  con^ 
ductivity,  361 ;  water  spouts,  361 ; 
ether,  361;  electricity,  362,  363, 
365,  366,  367;  motion  of  the 
planets,  362,  363,  365,  366,  367; 
velocity  of  blood,  362;  astro- 
nomical observations,  363,  364; 
needles  swimming  on  water,  365  ; 
animal  economy,  366;  vital  mo- 
tion, 366,  367 ;  eclipse,  375 ;  prog- 
ress in  knowledge  of  astonomy, 
375.     See  also  Natural  History. 

Scire  facias,  see  Writ  of  scire 
facias. 

Scirmerly  (Scrimbey),  Hendrick, 
317,  332,  333. 

Scotch  immigrants,  see  Immi- 
grants. 

Scotland,  50,  218,  302,  304. 

Scott,  John  Morin,  48. 

Scrimbey  (Scirmerly),  Hendrick, 
317,  332,  333. 

Seal  of  N.  Y.,  order  to  Sir  Henry 
Moore  to  use  a  new,  123; 
description  of,  123;  saved  from 
the  Ft.  George  fire,  199. 

Seaman,    Benjamin,   293. 

Sedgwick,  Edward,  letter  of,  to 
Cadwallader  Colden,  7-8,  22. 


Selbey,  Samuel,  return  of  survey 
of  land  granted  to,  114,  116; 
map  showing  land  of,  115. 

Settlements,  few,  in  the  Kayade- 
rosseras  patent,  24;  made  by 
governmental  authority,  28;  of 
a  German  at  Orisco,  36;  in 
Stockbridge  and  Bernard  de- 
layed by  N.  Y.-N.  H.  boundary 
dispute,  40;  Indians  would  not 
permit  other,  on  Sir  William 
Johnson's  land,  41;  the  Coldens 
offer  land  as  inducement  to, 
188 

Shamokin,  339. 

Sharpe,  Horatio,  lieut.-gov.  of 
Maryland,  certifies  that  John 
Penn,  has  sworn  his  oaths  of 
office,    112-113. 

Shawangunk,  52,  56. 

Shawangunk  Kill,  54. 

Shawnese  Indians,  see  under  Indian 
Tribes. 

Sheep  raising,  105. 

Shelburne,  Earl  of,  votes  in  favor 
of  the  colonies,  100;  George 
Croghan  sent  elephant  teeth  to, 
133;  mentioned,  123,  124,  129, 
130,  132,  147,  148. 

Sherbrooke,  Miles,  370. 

Sherz,  Johannes,  231. 

Shippen,  Joseph,  Jr.,  169. 

Ships  (merchant),  belonging  to 
Smith  and  Sands  confiscated  by 
the  French,  12;  acts  of  Parlia- 
ment concerning  stranded,  121- 
122. 

Ships  (merchant): 
Albany,  349. 
Beulah,  267. 
Edward,  128. 
Friendship,  snow,  370. 
Gloucester  Galley,  374. 
Hove,  108. 
Jupiter,  350. 
Lady  Gage,  262. 
Nebuchadnezzar,  349,  350. 
Polly,  249. 

Ships  of  War,  manned  by  im- 
pressed sailors,  86;  list  of,  in 
North  America  under  Colville's 
command,  131. 

Ships  of  War: 
Aldborough,  131. 
Asia,  ordered  to  N.  Y.,  290,  291 ; 
arrives  at  N.  Y.,  298;  Maj. 
Hamilton  sends  his  men  on 
board,  299;  mentioned,  293, 
294,  298. 
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Coventry,  72,  85,  86,  131. 

Cygnet,  sloop,  131. 

Diligence,  sloop,  131. 

Escort,  sloop,  131. 

Fortune,  sloop,  131. 

Garland,  89,  90,  131. 

Gas-pee,  89. 

Hawk,  sloop,  131. 

Hornet,  sloop,  131. 

Jamaica,  sloop,  131. 

Kingfisher,  299. 

Maidstone,  131. 

Mermaid,   131. 

Pavonia,  107. 

Preston,  266. 

Rainbow,  131. 

Romney,  131. 

Sardine,  sloop,  131. 

Senegal,  sloop,  131. 

Speedwell,  sloop,  131. 

Squirrel,   131. 

Tn/aZ,  sloop,  131. 

Viper,  sloop,  131. 
Shirley,   William,    gov.   of   Mass., 

letter  to,  from  Cadwallader  Col- 
den   mentioned,   368. 
Skellorn,   Richard,  229. 
Shuckburgh,     Dr.     Richard,     Sir 

William   Johnson   proposes,   for 

secretary    of    Indian    affairs,    9, 

10;  a  bon  mot  of,  102. 
Silk    industry,    encouraged    in    N. 

Y.,  340 ;  unsuccessful  experiments 

in,  in  Pennsylvania,  340. 
Simes,  Mr.,  7. 
Simon,  Anthony,  229. 
Simpson,  Mr.,  39. 
Sinclair,  Hugh,  230. 
Sinnot,  ,  unsuccessful   on  ex- 
pedition to  the  Indians,  92. 
Sisson,  Jonathan,  342;  letter  of,  to 

Cadwallader  Colden,  mentioned, 

359. 
Skene,    Philip,    wishes    quit    rents 

remitted,  219;   mentioned,  11. 
Skinner,  Mr.,  188. 
Skinner's  Patent,  Cadwallader  Col- 
den owns  most  of,  188. 
Sloops,  see  under  Ships  of  War. 

Smith,  ,  332. 

Smith,  Capt.,  316. 
Smith,  Dr.,  252. 

Smith,  Francis,  Lt.-Col.,  10th 
Reg't,  commands  expedition  to 
Lexington  and  Concord,  283- 
286. 
Smith,  Joseph,  231. 
Smith,  Micah,  vessel  of,  seized  by 
the  Frenoh  at  Martinique,  12. 


Smith,  Rachel,  189. 

Smith,  Richard,  commander  of  H. 
M.  Squirrel,  131. 

Smith,  William,  letter  to,  from 
Lord  Dunmore,  172;  present  at 
meetings  of  Governor's  Council, 
59,  60,  61,  62,  63,  64,  66,  68; 
counsel  for  Lord  Dunmore,  182; 
mentioned,   94. 

Smith,  William,  Jr.,  attends  meet- 
ing of  governor's  council,  287. 

Socialborough,  land  grant  near,  to 
be  surveyed,  172-173. 

Society  of  Arts,  185. 

Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the 
Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts,  peti- 
tions for  the  confirmation  of 
grants  made  by  the  governor  of 
New  Hampshire,  124. 

Somers  Islands    (Bermuda),   22. 

Sons  of  Liberty,  of  N.  Y.,  wish 
John  Hughes  forced  to  resign  as 
stamp  distributor,  95;  of  N.  Y. 
threaten  to  stop  correspondence 
with,  of  Philadelphia,  95. 

South  Carolina,  vessels  stationed 
off  the  coast  of,  131 ;  tea  agent 
of,  in  danger,  203;  Carolina  di- 
vided into,  North  Carolina  and 
Georgia,  235;  mentioned,  245. 

Sowers,  Thomas,  engineer,  report 
of,  on  means  of  strengthening 
Ft.  George,  87-88;  mentioned, 
231. 

Spain,  American  colonies  should 
follow,  in  sheep  raising,  105. 

Spaniards,  to  take  possession  of 
New  Orleans,  10;  harmless 
neighbours,   10. 

Spencer,  Lord  Robert,  member, 
Board  of  Trade,  226,  241,  280. 

Springhill,  account  of  expenses  of, 
mentioned,  373;  mentioned,  72, 
113,  136,  171,  243. 

Stamler,  Christian,  229. 

Stamp  Act,  Colden  takes  oath  to 
enforce,  64,  67,  97;  Colden's  life 
in  danger  unless  he  disregards 
the,  65,  85;  stubbornness  of 
colonies  will  not  procure  repeal 
of,  76;  passed  by  Parliament  in 
spite  of  opposition,  76;  Con- 
necticut votes,  unconstitutional, 
84;  Colden  warned  to  take  oath 
not  to  execute,  84-85.  88 ;  restora- 
tion of  peace  in  N.  Y.  would 
influence  repeal  of,  91 ;  an  excuse 
for  plunder,  94;  Pitt  declared, 
broke    compact   between   Great 
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Britain  and  the  colonies,  101; 
dependence  of  American  colonies 
involved  in,  102;  repealed,  105; 
issue  of  debates  about,  uncer- 
tain, 106,  108;  mentioned,  93, 
98,   103. 

Stamps,  Boston  riot  over,  56,  60; 
popular  anger  over,  56-57,  60,  75, 
84;  James  McEvers  resigns  as 
distributor  of,  56-57,  60 ;  Andrew 
Oliver  ill-treated  as  Boston  dis- 
tributor of,  56;  newspapers  print 
inflammatory  articles  about,  56, 
58,  59,  83;  minutes  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  N.  Y.  Council 
with  regard  to,  and  the  attend- 
ant troubles,  59-69;  arrival  of, 
in  N.  Y.,  62-63,  83;  riots  in 
N.  Y.  City  over,  64-65,  93,  137; 
people  demand  removal  of,  from 
the  fort,  65 ;  no  authority  to 
open  packages  of,  66;  Capt. 
Kennedy  refuses  to  receive,  67, 
68,  86;  Colden  delivers,  to  the 
N.  Y.  City  magistrates  on  their 
request  and  the  Council's  ad- 
vice, 67-71;  Major  James  fears 
disturbances  on  arrival  of,  72; 
Jared  Ingersoll  wishes,  for  Conn, 
kept  in  safety  at  N.  Y.,  75,  77, 
84;  Ingersoll  forced  to  promise 
not  to  touch,  77;  N.  Y.  mob 
threatens  Zachariah  Hood, 
Maryland  distributor  of,  77-78; 
for  N.  J.  to  be  guarded  in  N. 
Y.,  79-80;  Colden's  firmness  in 
the  troubles  over,  81;  Major 
James  suffers  for  defending,  89- 
90;  citizens  of  N.  Y.  should  re- 
store peace  after  obtaining  pos- 
session of,  91;  Colden  censured 
for  postponing  decisions  about, 
until  Gov.  Moore's  arrival,  97; 
Parliament  makes  inquiries  con- 
cerning colonial  opposition  to, 
99-100;  Maj.  James  reports  in 
England  about,  98-99;  those  suf- 
fering from  riots  over,  should 
be  indemnified,  105,  118;  Colden 
seeks  indemnification  for  suffer- 
ing in  riots  over,  113-114,  117; 
mentioned,  103,   106,  137. 

Stanley,  Hans,  124,  212. 

Staten  Island,  193,  196. 

Stewart,  Lieut.-Col.,  275. 

Stirling,  ,  commander  of  the 

Rainbow,  131. 

Stirling,    Earl    of,   see    Alexander, 
William. 


Stockbridge  township,  transferred 
to  jurisdiction  of  N.  Y.  by 
change  in  N.  Y.-N.  H.  boundary, 
40;  grantees  of,  seek  confirma- 
tion of  title  to,  40. 

Stockbridge  Indians,  see  under 
Indian  Tribes. 

Stone  Street,  N.  Y.  City,  74. 

Stoothoff,  Abraham,  229. 

Storke,  Samuel,  372. 

Story,  Mr.,  acts  as  agent  for 
grantees  of  Stockbridge  and 
Bernard  townships,  40. 

Stout,  John,  230. 

Suffolk   Co.,   196. 

Summers,  William,  ship  captain, 
12. 

Supreme  Court  of  N.  Y.,  interpre- 
tation of,  of  the  instruction  con- 
cerning appeals,  4-5;  appeals 
must  be  allowed  from,  4,  6; 
bill  excluding  members  of,  from 
the  Assembly,  159;  bill  limiting 
jurisdiction  of,  159;  believes 
Colden  entitled  to  the  salary  and 
perquisites,  220 ;  mentioned, 
280. 

Survey,  Vrooman  makes,  of  Sir 
William  Johnson's  land,  39;  Sir 
William  Johnson  applies  for 
warrant  of,  for  Governor's 
Patent,  51;  of  Canajoharie  grant 
mentioned,  81;  return  of,  of 
Adam  Gilchrist's  land,  114-116; 
of  equivalent  lands,  120;  Lis- 
burne  wishes,  of  Col.  Vaughan's 
land,  163;  Alexander  Colden 
gives  orders  for,  of  land  grant 
near  Socialborough,  172-173 ; 
Cockburn  asked  to  make,  for 
Cadwallader,  Jr.,  and  David 
Colden,  187-188;  instructions  to 
Gov.  Tryon  concerning,  208; 
journals  of,  west  of  the  Cat- 
skills  and  in  the  Schoharie  val- 
ley, mentioned,  372;  mentioned, 
82,  213,  223,  258,  305,  317,  336, 
343. 

Susquehanna  Indians,  see  Indian 
Tribes :    Delawares. 

Suequehanna  River,  106,  187,  295, 
339,  341. 

Sussex,  County  of,  on  Dele  ware, 
112,  161,  168,  245,  369. 

Sutton,  John,  231. 

Swart,  Samuel,  230. 

Swartwout  (Swarthort),  Jacobus, 
51. 

Syles,  Solomon,  229. 
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Tappan,   346. 

Taverns : 
Bass's,  352. 
Coffee  House,  85,  91. 
King's  Arms,  78. 

Taxation,  House  of  Commons 
considers,  of  the  colonies,  12; 
House  of  Lords  debates  Eng- 
land's right  to  tax  the  colonies, 
100;  no  further  revenue  taxes  to 
be  laid  on  the  colonies,  155; 
duties  on  glass,  etc.,  to  be  re- 
pealed, 155;  Parliamentary  mo- 
tion not  to  levy,  on  colonies 
which  provide  for  their  own  sup- 
port and  the  common  defence, 
264,  269-272;  N.  Y.  resolves  to 
resist  Parliamentaoy  ■«  right  of, 
289.  See  also  articles  taxed,  as 
paper,  stamps,  tea. 

Tea,  Lord  Dunmore  to  receive 
salary  from  duty  on,  174;  de- 
struction of,  at  Boston,  199,  211; 
N.  Y.  opposes  importation  of, 
199-200,  201,  202,  211,  214; 
agents  for,  in  danger,  203;  men- 
tioned, 211,  243. 

Ten  Eyck,  Abraham,  return  of 
survey  of  land  granted  to,  114, 
116;  map  showing  land  of, 
115. 

Ten  Eyck,  Myndert  Schuyler,  229. 

Terwilliger,  Evert,  deposition  of, 
concerning  Maratanza  Pond,  52- 
53. 

Teunesen,    Gerrit,   371. 

Theunisson,  Egbert,  371. 

Thompson,  John,  return  of  survey 
of  land  granted  to.  114,  116; 
map  showing  land  of,  115. 

Thomson,  Alexander,  letter  of,  to 
Cadwallader  Colden  mentioned, 
359 

Thorne,  Oliver,  231. 

Thurston,  Elizabeth,  231. 

Ticonderoga,  military  post  to  be 
re-established  at  228. 

Tiebout,  Marv,  229. 

Tobacco,   340. 

Torrington,  Lord,  votes  in  favor 
of  the  colonies,  100. 

Townsend,  Hewlet,  229. 

Trade,  Colden  swears  to  enforce 
acts  of,  64;  repeal  of  Stamp  Act 
may  encourage,  105;  John  Penn 
swears  to  enforce  acts  of,  112- 
113.  161;  glass  tax  contrary  to 
principles  of,  155;  colonies  wish 
to  obstruct,  215,  216;  act  to  re- 


strain, of  New  England,  263, 
282-283;  mentioned,  219. 

Trade,  Board  of,  see  Board  of 
Trade. 

Trade,  illegal,  between  Holland 
and  N.  Y.,  249,  254. 

Trade,  Indian,  to  be  opened,  32; 
conditions  on  which,  shall  con- 
tinue, 32;  plan  for  management 
of,  unwise,  149-150;  colonies  pass 
acts  appointing  commissioners 
to  confer  about  regulating,  165, 
167;  copy  of  Pa.  act  appointing 
the  aforesaid  commissioners, 
167-169;  account  of,  mentioned, 
371;    mentioned,    19. 

Treaty  of  peace,  between  the  Dela- 
ware Nation  and  Sir  William 
Johnson,  29-33;  made  with  the 
Senecas,  29;  Ohio  and  Susque- 
hanna Delawares  subscribe  to, 
35;  with  the  Delawares  sent  to 
Colden,  37;  Suequehanna  Dela- 
wares and  Cherussios  fulfill  terms 
of,  44;  made  at  Ft.  Stanwix, 
149,  150-151 ;  of  Paris,  235. 

Tryon,  William,  gov.  of  N.  Y., 
letters  of,  to  Uadwallader  Col- 
den, 226-227,  243,  262-263,  267- 
268,  272,  283;  letters  to,  from 
Lord  Barrington,  213-214;  from 
Lord  Dartmouth,  188-189,  189, 
201-202,  210-211,  212,  212-213, 
214,  215,  219,  295-296;  from  di- 
rectors of  East  India  Co.,  203; 
from  William  Knox,  206;  from 
John  Pownall,  190,  217,  219; 
Lord  Dunmore's  petition  to,  that 
Colden  account  for  his  use  of  all 
the  governor's  perquisites,  173- 
182;  recommends  appointment 
of  Richard  N.  Colden,  186-187; 
instructions  to,  concerning  bills 
of  naturalization  and  divorce, 
190-191;  Alexander  Colden's  re- 
port to,  on  the  physical  features 
of  N.  Y.,  191-198;  abstract  of 
correspondence  of,  with  Lord 
Dartmouth,  198-200;  ill  health 
of,  200,  214,  219,  268;  wishes  to 
return  to  England,  200;  to  re- 
quire military  aid  only  as 
last  resort,  201-202;  asked  to 
protect  the  agents  of  the  East 
India  Company,  203;  instruct- 
tions  to,  concerning  land  grants, 
206-210,  212-213;  Dartmouth 
asks,  to  grant  Pryce's  request  for 
land,   212;    Mr.   Chamier  intro- 


INDEX 


413 


duced  to,  213;  receives  permis- 
sion to  return  to  England,  219; 
leaves  N.  Y.,  220;  helps  John 
Antill,  247-248;  disapproves  ap- 
pointment of  David  Colden  dur- 
ing good  behavior,  262-263;  per- 
mitted to  remain  in  England, 
272;  return  of,  to  N.  Y.  uncer- 
tain, 283;  returns  to  N.  Y.,  295; 
mentioned,  201,  222,  223,  225, 
244,  275-277,  279,  280,  302. 

Tryon  Co.,  N.  Y.,  197,  228. 

Tully,  Robert,  229. 

Turk's  Island,  370. 

Turner,  James,  230. 

Turtle  Bay,  N.  Y.  City,  74. 

Tymose,  Albert,  231. 

Ulster  County,  depositions  sworn 
before  judge  of,  concerning  loca- 
tion of  Maratanza  Pond  in,  51- 
56;    mentioned,    197. 

Union,  Gallaway's  plan  for,  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  colonies, 
245-247;  mentioned,  260, 

Upsala,  360,  361. 

Vale,  George,  230. 

Valentine,  David,  230. 

Van  Aken,  G.,  230. 

Van  Alste,  Marten,  317,  318,  332. 

Van  Baal,  Jan  Hendrick,  371. 

Van  Berghen,  Garret,  372. 

Van  Berghen,  Marten,  372. 

Van  Cortland,  Jacobus,  371. 

Van  Cortlandt,  Pierre,  293. 

Vandeput,  George,  captain  of  the 
Asia,  letters  of,  to  Cadwallader 
Colden,  298,  298-299;  offers  Col- 
den his  assistance,  298 ;  men- 
tioned, 290,  291,  293,  299. 

Van  Dyke,  Cornelius,  371. 

Van  Franken,  Dirck,  231. 

Van  Gaasbeek,  Col.,  338,  351. 

Van  Horn,  ,  318. 

Van  Keiwer,  ,  52. 

Van  Keuren,  Charick,  230. 

Van  Loon,  John,  230. 

Van  Ness,  Hendrick,  371. 

Van  Rensselaer,  ,  170. 

Van  Rensselaer,  Hendrick,  371. 

Van  Rensselaer,  Col.  John,  dis- 
pute over  land  claimed  by,  274, 
275,  277;  mentioned,  261,  280. 

Van  Rensselaer,  Kilian,  371. 

Van  Rensselaer,  Maria,  371. 

Van  Rensselaer  Manor,  21. 

Van  Santfort,  Cornelius,  230. 

Van  Schaack,   P.,   276. 


Van  Schaick,  ,  postmaster  at 

Albany,  mobbed,  103. 

Van   Slyke, ,   326. 

Van  Vie,  Peter,  231. 

Van  Wagenen,  Simon,  230. 

Vaughan,  Col.,  108,  163. 

Veeder,   John,   231. 

Vernon,  Thomas,  185. 

Virginia,  vessels  stationed  off  the 
coast  of,  131 ;  Indians  of,  had  no 
intoxicating  drinks,  143;  asked 
to  appoint  commissioners  for 
conference  about  Indian  regula- 
tions, 167;  Lord  Dunmore  ap- 
pointed gov.  of,  176;  mentioned, 
47,  168,  245. 

Von  Linne,  Sir  Charles,  see 
Linnaeus. 

Vosburgh,  I.  D.,  229. 

Vroman,  Mr.,  26. 

Vrooman,  Isaac,  surveys  Sir  Wil- 
liam Johnson's  land,  39;  men- 
tioned, 16,  25. 

Vrooman,  Sarah,  231. 

Wabash  (Wabache)  River,  50. 

Wabbicomonicot,  a  Chippewa 
chief,   44. 

Wallace,  ,  commander  of  the 

Tryal,  131. 

Wallace,  Hugh,  attends  meeting  of 
governor's  council,  287. 

Wallkill,  54. 

Walton,  Jacob,  293. 

Walton,  William,  present  at  meet- 
ings of  governor's  council,  60,  61, 
64,  66,  68;  mentioned,  79. 

Wantwood,  ,  329. 

Warwick  (Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.),  55. 

Watkins,  115. 

Watts,  John,  payments  made  to, 
by  Colden  on  Monckton's  ac- 
count, 12;  present  at  council 
meeting,  59,  60,  61,  62,  64,  66, 
287;  land  grant  of,  to  be  sur- 
veyed, 172-173;  account  of  cash 
paid  to,  for  Gov.  Monckton 
mentioned,  373. 

Wawayanda  Patent,  239. 

Wawiaghtanon  on  the  Wabash 
River,  50. 

Webb,  John,  230. 

Weighhouse,  Colden  asks  Alex- 
ander and  Kennedy  to  act  for 
him  in,  311-312,  313-314;  Colden 
annuls  Samuel  Heath's  deputy- 
ship  in,  312,  313;  Colden  to  ap- 
point Obadiah  Hunt's  son 
deputy  master  of,  313;  accounts 
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of,  326-327;  mentioned,  316,  317, 
322 

Wells,  John,  230. 

Wells,  Michael,  land  grant  of,  to 
be  surveyed,  172-173. 

Wells,  Samuel,  293. 

Wendell,  Abraham  R.,  231. 

Wentworth,  Benning,  governor  of 
N.  H.,  letter  of,  to  Cadwal- 
lader  Colden,  28;  petitions  that 
land  grants  of,  west  of  the  Con- 
necticut River,  be  confirmed, 
124-125 

West,  John,  230. 

West,  William,  168. 

Westchester,  Borough  of,  Schenec- 
tady charter  follows  charter  of, 
14,  15. 

Westchester  Co.,  197,  334. 

Westenhook  Patent,  Samuel  Bay- 
ard petitions  for  possession  of, 
276;  settlement  of  controversy 
over,  278-279;  mentioned,  275, 
276. 

Western  Indians,  see  under  Indian 
Tribes. 

West  Indies,  a  negro  from  N.  Y. 
to  be  deported  to,  47;  amount 
of  fees  due  Colden  for  passes 
to,  47;  mentioned,  226,  241,  261, 
283,  375. 

White, ,  295. 

White,  Henry,  attends  meeting  of 
governor's  council,  287. 

Whitehall,  23,  43,  95,  123,  154,  158, 
162,  188,  189,  190,  201,  202,  206, 
210,  212,  214,  215,  217,  219,  226, 
227,  228,  240,  241,  248,  252,  254, 
256,  257,  259,  261,  263,  269,  273, 
274,  281,  282,  295. 

Whitfield,  ,  317. 

Whytt,  Dr.  Robert,  letters  to, 
from  Cadwallader  Colden  men- 
tioned, 362,  367. 


Wileman,  Bayard,  323. 

Wileman,  Henry,  letter  to,  from 
James  Alexander,  323;  joins  in 
purchase  of  Newburgh  landing, 
310,  314;  must  join  in  building 
storehouse,  323;  mentioned,  315, 
320,  321,  330,  333,  335. 

Wilkes,  John,  stands  for  Parlia- 
ment, 134,  137-138;  elected  to 
Parliament,  138;  riots  over,  142; 
expelled   from   Parliament,    152. 

Wilkins,  ,  229. 

Willeman,  Frederick,  a  baker, 
310. 

Willis,  Edward,  solicitor-general 
of  England,  report  of,  to  the 
Board  of  Trade,  121-122. 

Willett,  Alice,  171. 

Williamos,  Capt.,  acts  for  pro- 
prietors of  Westerhook  patent, 
276. 

Williams,  ,  naval  officer,  134. 

Williams,  Frederick,  310-311. 

Williams,  Thomas,  370. 

Williams,  Zebulon,  293. 

Wills,  see  Probates  of  Wills. 

Willson,  Ebenezer,  371. 

Wingfield,  Daniel,  229. 

Wisheminy,   56. 

Wood  Creek,  survey  of  land  to  the 
east  of,  114,  116. 

Woolens,   105. 

Woodward,  Dr.,  375. 

Writ  of  Appeal,  see  Appeals. 

Writ  of  Error,  difference  between, 
and  appeal,  2-5;  not  a  common 
law  practice,  3;  not  extended  to 
the  colonies,  4;  mentioned, 
280. 

Writ  of  scire  facias,  ordered  by 
the  N.  Y.  Council,  21,  24. 

Wyoming,  106,  107. 

Zenger,  John  Peter,  338. 


